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William J. Bridger 

 
The death of William J. Bridger, an aged and highly respected resident of 

this village for many years, occurred at 12:15 o’clock this morning at the 
Mary Imogene Bassett Hospital where he had been a patient since Saturday.  

His final illness of heart trouble was of only a week’s duration. 
Mr. Bridger was the son of William and Mary Jane (Newkirk) Bridger and 

he was born June 17, 1860 at Clinton Heights, Rensselaer county, in a 

historic house which had been remodeled from barracks occupied by soldiers 
of the Revolutionary War.  The family moved to Cherry Valley in his early life 

and Mr. Bridger remained in that village until 1887 when he came to 
Cooperstown where he made his home down to the time of his death. 

He was a mechanic by trade and was regarded as one of the most skillful 
of his time.  For thirteen years he was employed by the Phoenix Knitting 

Mills near this village, and on one occasion Theodore Frelinghuysen of New 
York City, then the owner of the mills, declared that Mr. Bridger showed the 

best results in servicing the great amount of fine machinery in the plant, of 
any mechanic with whom he had come into contact.  Later he entered the 

employ of the Clark Estates here and continued in that capacity for twenty-
three years.  He retired about a year ago. 

Mr. Bridger was thrice married.  His first wife was Miss Elizabeth Houck of 
Utica whose death occurred in 1902.  He then married Miss Nellie 

Quackenbush of Colliers who passed away in 1926.  Later he was united in 

marriage with Mrs. Helen Fox Culver of Laurens, who survives, together with 
a daughter, Mrs. A. John Wedderspoon of Cooperstown; a son, Leonard W. 

Bridger of Oneonta, and two brothers, Jacob and Samuel Bridger of this 
village, besides a number of nieces and nephews. 

Mr. Bridger was a sterling citizen and a good neighbor whose many 
friends will feel a keen sense of regret in his passing. 

The funeral service was held at the Ingalls Funeral Home on Chestnut 
street Sunday afternoon at 2 o’clock, the Rev. Charles Kramer, pastor of the 

Universalist church, officiating.  Burial was made in the Hartwick Seminary 
cemetery. 
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