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PRETFACE.

In offering the following pages forthe examination of an en-
lightenad public, it is necessary, perhapa, that they shonld be ec
companied with a [ew explanatery remarks. I would lﬁeréfore
say, that my principal design] is, to aid and assist in prometing.
and extendiog the grent, the philanthrepic, the ennobling couse
of Gospel truth and true righteousness, among.ey fAlow traval-
ersto a batler and happier wo:ld—a causs in which I'have been
long, and Ltrust, faithfuily engsged, and which, as I tirmly be-
lieve, slands pre eminent to any otlter cause in whi_r_:,h mankind ara
capable of engaging. I wake no exalled pretens:iuns‘ to scicmn-
tific research,. or exignsive theological attninme*_ - But, al-
though such aida are vsefal and valuable, yet I. am ihg]uc_ed to
thinlk, that the truths and practical dutiesof the Christinﬁﬂeﬁgion,
can be explained and enforced without them, All the mauer
contained in this humble volume, was written simply to be read,
understood, and morally improved; and therefora, no efott at
- Titerary refinement or rhelo:ical display, has been attempted.

To understand the Seriptures of truth, rccording to their orig.-
jpal itwport und meaning, is maxnifastly an object worthy tho at-
tention and puranit of every mural and accountable ehild of the-
_Bternal; and -if the following pages should: prove instrumental’
in renderiog ase.is{ance tea few of my fellow ainners, who are:
“inquiting the way to Zion,” the writar will nover regret their
publication, or feel that he has labored in-vain..

It is proper to say, that & portion of the matter with which. the
public is here presented, was originally written for thres or four-
periodical publications, religions sud secnlar, bat had been revis:

ed for the present occasion. ‘The remainder was writlen ox-




PREFACE.

preasly for the present pubhcatmn.' Bome parts of tha volame
may be consideved by the realét 44 drinodessarily severe upon
the “popular religious sentiments of the day ;. but if lhose- by
whom we are apposed oad persecuted, have fallen nnder the par
a\jzing"lnﬂuende'of sin.promoting errors, as We onestly betieve:
they have, we aro admonished by un Apostle, to * rebule them
sharply, that they may be sound in the faith sid therefore, [
feel jistified ia the plain, though not wafriendly courso which 1
have pursued. - . .

“With the (bw foregoing pr'eﬁitéirj rematks, I' shall chearfully
sithmit the * pECENGE OF TRUTH " 1p the exanination of a liber-
aland charitabls’ public, to share in their praise or blame, appre-
bation or cenﬁurc, as tlie case may bie; having, owever; this ohie
source of epnsolation; & consclonsness of baving detedl; in‘the
proséat id*a, andar the influence of a benevolsnt and: virte-
ouy iifm{ﬁrb.. "Fhat heaven may bless’ this hunible: produetion‘io
theadvinieement of roligious truth, and the proitetiotiof human
Happinees, is, and shall be; tho earnest prayerof

Rothester, 1811, : THE Aui-x?m




DEFENCE OF TRUTH.

SECTION 1.

BRIEF ANSWERS, TO TWELVE QUESTIONS, PRC-
POSED IN WRITING, BY REV. MR. PHILMORE,
OF THE METHODIST CONNEXION,

QUESTION, No, 1.

i pre the wiclked to be saved in this world or that to come "

Answer. The wicked, as such, are to be saved no
where. And to save the wicked from deserved pun-
ishment on the score of repentance, according to your
creed, either in this world or the world to come, would
be a direct violation of that divine justice which you
contend must have its demand, and a palpable contra-
diction of God’s word, See Ex. xxxiv. 7. Here
God says, he “will by no means clear the guilty,”
notwithstanding he is ever ready to forgive ¢ iniquity,
transgeassion and sin, ¥ which forgiveness is embra-
ced in delivering from sim, and nct from deserved

punishment. [ might invite your attention to many

other divine declarations in confirmation of this truth,
such as these : *The soul that sinneth shall die;”
{not shall die, i it does not repent before it divs.)—
¢+ Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be
unpunished.”  (If they die impenitent, is not added.)
But we will attend to this matter hereafter, i’ you
should feel disposed.

We will now answer your Question according to

our own understanding of it. We believe the ‘wicked -
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who truly reform, and live in accordance with the re-
quirements of Chiristianiiy, are spreiully snved in this
world 5 and the means of salvation which Infinite
Wisdom and Goodness have devised, will never cease
till ¢ all shall know the Lord, from the least 1o tha
greatest "—tili “every knee shall bow, and every
tongue shall swear, saying, In the Lord have I righte-
ousness and strength.” 'Thus yon will see that the
wicked are, and will be, saved, both in ts world and
that to come. ' .

The salvation which the gdsPel brings to view, is
evidontly prospective and special. All mankind dre
prospectiéy saved, while none but true believers,
(embracing every period- of the gospel reign,) are
specially saved. “In proof of this, see 1 Tim, iv. 10
God **is the Saviour of alf men, especially ol those
that believe.” Also, 1 Tim. ii. 4. ; God ¢ wili have
all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge
of the teuth.” ’

No man ean be saved én sin—heice ol men are
not saved in this world. = All the ends of the world
shall remember and tarn umo the Lord, and all the
kindreds of the nations shall worship before him, ¥—
« Kyen so, in Clinist shell all be made alive,” Henge,
mankind must be saved in the world to come, Dise
prove this proposition, if you can,

et

QUESTION, Ne. If.

v Ave the wicked saved by grace, or by works, or by death, or bf,
hell-fire 1 ¥

This question betrays a profound ignorance of -ouy
sentiments, and also a litthe apice of that bungling sar-
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casm which charactetizes blind bigotry and fanatics]
zeal.. Butin the present instance, at least, there is
more tenom In the shalt than vigor in the bow.

In answer to the question, however, we would Te-
mark : The wicked are saved from deserved punish-
ment by newher of the above uieans ; for we have
shown in oor answer to the first question, that God
 will by no means clear the goilty  from such pun-
ishment, Therefore, if this is the only sensé which
you attach to the word salnation, your question is ful-
ly answered 3 end we challenge you to disprove: its
correctness., ’

But if you are willing to admit that salyation means
a deliveranice {rom sin, by reconciling the sinmer to
God, and purifying his affections, desires and econdnet,
then we say that alf the means coneerning which you
dnguire, ave to be looked upon as efficacious in
bringing about this glorious result 5 that i, it by death
you mean the dissolution of the body, and by kell-fire,
divine chastisement. We believe, upor the anthority
of the Beriptures, that the whole plan, design, means,
natufe aud progress of salvation, as we understand
the word, originate in, are founded upon, and carried
on by divine grace. We believe at the same time,
that works are the fruits and evidences of: genuine
faith, and are * good and profitable unto men.™  And
we also believe that natural death is one of the mseans
in the divine economy, of opening a pathway to im-
mortality, incorruption and glory. . [f you require di-
vine authority in support of these sentiments, you have
only ta signify your request in a proper manner, and
wo stand ready to give it, '
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We are at a loss to determine what you mean by
hell-fire.  We have presumed, however, that you
mean punishment, probably, - endless misery. But

" your leadars so-flatly contradict each other, and we

may with safety say themselves, that we may have
presumed too much. We ‘stand ready, however, to
ba corrected.

In your Babbath Hchool Catechizm, published in
New-York, by Messrs. Banes & Emory, {1 beliove
they are or have been two of your Bishops,) we have
the following sudlime definition of hell: « A dark
and bottomless pit, full of fire and brimsione ! Can
it ba possible that two Methodist Bishops have ever
believed this ? or, did they only give this definition
as'a “ bug-bear™ to frighten little givls and boys into
their church and away from Universalism. ¢

We will now see¢ what another Methodist Doctor
says about hell-fire. Dr. Apam Cranks gives the
following as bis definition of hell-fire, in his note up-
on the only place where it is found in the Bible ;—
s ghall be in danger of hell-fire—shall be in danger

of the hetl of fire, [There is but ene then] Our

F.ord here nHudes to the valley of the son of Hinnom.
This place was near Jerusalem, [whore is it now '{}
and had heen formerly used for the abominable sac-
rifices in which the idolatrous Jews had caused their
children to pass through the fire to Moloch. ¥

© What an admieable hurmony and agreemant in sen-
timent éxist among your Methodist leaders about their
favourite place called hell/ f They ought to agree
better about it or give it up aliogether !
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But to conclude, 1If this answer'to your question
is not deemed sufficiently explicit and clear to your
mind, and you will take the trouble to let us know
what you mean by salfvation, grﬂce, works, death and
hell-five, we will then try to be more definite, plain

‘and simple; that-our remarks may come within the

horizon of your comprehension.

QUESTION, No. IIL

Rl Axe the wu:ked to be as happy the moment after death, as the

righteous?"”
We _tnust necessarily be brief in our angwers to

' .your sev.e_ral questions, and still, we shall endeaver

to angwer them plainly and definitely. You are un-

_doubledly aware that it is much easier asking ques-

tions -t-fap,n_ansfoeﬁﬂg them. A small child will some-

-times propese a question that the greatest divine would

find it difficult to answer, even to his owa satisfaction ;

nevertheless, we are happy in huving the privilege of

answaring 1he several questions which youn have been
pleased to propose, for, if they should not be the
meanyg of ingreasing yowr knowledge and moral im-
provement, thay may be of some benefit to others, and
we: labour almost wholly for the public good.

In answer to the above question we wouid say, we

are not among those who sirive to ber wise above what
« s written.. '[he revelation which God has heen pleas-
-ed to give us. should be deemed sufficient, and beyond

that we should never allow ourselves to speculate.

- The religious belief which characterizes our deuomi-
-pationy and is peculiar to us as a seeiety of Christian
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-worshippers, is this 3 that * in the dispensation of the
fulness of 1imes ” God ¢ will gather together in one,
all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and on
.earth,” and that ¢ the times of the restitution of alf
things, spoken of by all the holy prophets since the
world hegan ¥ will supersede all sin, and suffering,
and imperfection, and fully consummuote the endless
joy and peace of every rational and dependent being.
As before observed, we do pot believe that any sin-
ner, as such, can ever be saved or rendered happy ;
but, as we. believe that God *is the SBaviour of gl}’
men, ** and ¢ will have all men to be saved, and come
to the knowledge of the truth, ” we are constrained to
heliove, that **sin shall be finished—transgression
braught to an end ’—and that everlasting and univer-
sal righteousness shall ultimately reign trivmphant in
every heart, We fully believe, however, {hat moral
happiness, as well as know! dge and wisdom, is pro-
gressive in its nature and effects, and will continue so
il the moral world is crowned with immortal perfec-
tient and glory 'in the resurrection state.

Tt will thus be percaived, thal we do not held that
all individuals, the moment they leave the world, enter
into the same degree of spiriiual enjoyment : still, wa
would have yolt to know that we wholly reject and dis-
card the idea 50 tefiuciously beld by your people, of a
local kell of fire and brimstone in the future world, or
any other place of cruet tortute. ' Kunowledge is hap-
“pnessy so-far as true religion is concerned-—hence, as
we itcrease in spiritual knowledge, we shall increase
in spiritual happinss, until we arrive 8t a state of
absolute perfection in both. - We know that this is the
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sase here in a degree, and we have reasont to concluda
that we shall be much better prepared -for-moral im-
provement, when divested-of this material body, with
all its animal passions and propensities, and placed be-
yond the reach of all the tempting obiects of a'sedue-
tive nalure by which we are here surrourided.

We are perlectly aware of that * very important *
sentiment in your cread, which 1eaches that we are
v probationers here for eterpity ¥—that © our proba-
tionary state closes ai death,” and that “¢as death
lesves us, so judgement will find us.’” But your im-
aginations and traditions are no proof to #s: we must.
‘have something more substantial.  If your semiiments
ara (ounded it revealed truth, how does it happen that
the Bible is so perfectly silent upon the subject of
s hwman probation—na change or improvement afier
death ¥’ &c. Sec. The great Apostle tells us that
s gne star differeth from another star in glory ¥—but
you will remember that they are all sfars and all ““ jn
glory.” Experience and observation teach us, that
ail mankind have some degree of enjoyment Zere, but
they differ very widely in relition to the degree which
each oneenjoys, The more a than ‘¢ grows in grace,
and in the knowledge of his -Liord and Saviour Jezus

. Chuist, ”” the greater will be his degree of moral hap-
piness ; and if this should conlinue to be the cuse till
all zhall “arvive tothe perfect measare of the stature
of a man in Christ Jesus, ” we should have no rea-
son, we think, to find fault with our God.

We are in hopes that this frank and candid answer
will :servae to check that eorrupt propensity to whick
many of vour people are excessively addicied, of for
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eing upon the untaught minds of your hearers the be-
lief that TTniversalists make no distinction between
the rightenis and the wicked, but introduce the druni=
ard from the dilch, and the murderer from the gollows,
tnto immediate and lmmortal felicity -at the moment
of death. You have harped opon this vile and un-
founded slander. long enough, and we hope, if you are
an honest man, you will do so ne more, but try to
¢ speak the truthin the love of #.7

" QUESTIONS, No. IV, and V.
“PDo any die in their sius 7—Can they be eaved in their sing?”

In.answer to your 4th question we would say—H
you imean elernal death, we [rankly deny that any
“ dia in theirwins §* and if you think otherwise. the
Universalist Press i3 at your service, to prove that
we are in an error., We hope you will attempt
it, If you wean a moval ac spivituel death, we con-
terd, and stand prepated to prove, that «l ¢die in their
fins 7 who are capable’of. moral action. See Hom.
v. 12.. Butif you mean natural death, which is prob-
ably the (act, we would take the liberty of sugges-
ting a few inquiries by way of preparing your mind
for a definite answer,’ which we shall give in iis pro-
per place.

We shall presnme that, by dyfrg in sin, you mean,
dying a sinner, and if we bave presumed too much,
¥ou will please to notify us of the fact, and inform us
what you do rhean, that we may ke able to do you
justice. -

It you are as conversant with the Scripturesas a
¢lergyman should be, you must have read of Samsox,
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whose history is therein given; and you must ha
aware that his general conduet through life was such
as to forbid hiz being properly denominated a good
man. At his first setting out. in life, he vicluted the
injunction of his parents and his Geod, in untting in
matrimony with a Philistine damsel. The unboly pas-
sion of revenge constantly rankled in his bosor, and
he rendered himself famous for murdermg his fellow
boings by thousands, After effecting the destruction
of all the standing corn of those who had offended
him, he returns from Philistia into his own country.——
But his own people having just cause to dread his so-
ciety, bind him and deliver him into the hands of the
Philistines to be brought to justice, Here again g;e"
exerted his muscolar facnlties, broke loose [rom his
confinement and slew a thousand Philistines, After
this he went to Gaza, a city of the Philistines, and
took up his lodgings with & karlet. His injured ene.
_mies asceriaining his place of residence, attempt 1o se-
cure him, but he makes his escape. The ‘next we
hear of him, he becomes slrongly m love with a wo-
man calléd Deliluk, whose: perfidy. is evident {rom
the intrigues she resorts to in-gHecting the ruin of her
_new paramaur. We next behold him 1n the bands of
the Philistines, shorn of his strer_x_gr.h and deprived of
his eyes. After laying in prison about a year, and
recovering his strength again, the Philistine princes
take him before the assembly which had gathered in
_the temple of Dagen, to thank God for putting Sam-
gon into their hands. After the feast is conciuded,
they order Samson to be brought inte the temple,
that be 'may contrihute to their amusement. Under
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these circumstances, with his fieart overflowing with
revenge and murder, he obtsins permission to Jean
_“against the pillars of the temple, while it is filled sbove
and below. ' Having btained this pérmission, by the -
practice of de;:ept;on ‘he lays his hands upon the two
_pﬂlars, gaying in his -wrath, “Let the die with the
Philistines,”and tears away the pillars; involving’ h“lm'
self and 8000 of his enémies in' instant destruction.’
Samson might have had faith, but his works thro’
life and even in death, were cerlainly of a vicious
kinid—he lives a sinner, anddics 2 wilful mwderer
and suicide, Here is one individual, at least, who
died o sinner ; and wlhat ave we to suppose became of
Wm?  You will undaubtcédly say, © heis lost forever,
and bring in proof of the assertion, a déclaration which
has long been supposed to have Leen uttered by our
Saviour : ¢ If ye die in your sing, where God and
Christ is, ye can -never come.” But ubfortunately
for your system, such language is not to be E'ound in
the Bible. :
Now if we can p to you that as great a sinner
as Samson was; w ;'eft the worlil, will oblain ths
promzses of God, IF not be at the trouble of pro-
ving that those who a’t‘e less wicked will obtain them:
Turn then to Paul’s epistle to the Hebrows, chap. xi.
verses 32, 83, and read the following: ¢ And what
shall I say more? forthe time would fail me to telf
of Gadeon, and. oi" ‘Barak, and of Samson, ¥ &e,——
* who through faith [faith without works is dead] sub-
dued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtmnedpram-
“ises, stopped-the raouths of lions, > &c.  Whaiever
may ‘be said of the others named Nere, it wil! not'do
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to say that Samson was a righteous man : if he was, |
know not who would be ealled a wicked man,

But if the foregoing is not satisfuctory, we would
ealt your attention to the hosts of the Egyptians who
were swallowed up in the waves of the Red Sea, while
in purssit of the departing Hebrows, and who died by
the sword and in various other ways, That they
were sinners, will not be questioned, and that they
“died in their sins,”’ you dare not deny. And yet,
in the 32d chapeer of Ezekisl, we read of them as
follows : *¢ Pharach shall see them, nnd shall be com-
Jorted over all his reultitude 3 even Pharaoh and all his

army, slain by the sword, saith the Lord. ” Here you ' :
will perceive that thousands who went ¢ down to igll,” -

[state of the dead,] with their weapons of war, » shdil - ~
yet be comforied ogether in a stute of reconciliation
and purity.

Again—your people are frequently re('c,rrmg us io
the Soedomites, who evidently “ died in their sins, ¥ as
exnmples of endless despair and wreichedness.  But
if you will cousult the latier. part of the 16th chapter
of Ezekiel, you will find-that_the: covenant of God
stands sure, and that the Sodom:tes are fo return again
from their captivity to sin and: death, to their first es-
tate of innocence and joy. :

But why need .we mention these. extreme cases ‘1
There are none who do not die sinners, their plous
professions to. the contrary notwithstanding.. We. do
not say that all die sinners in. the seme degree—but
there.. are none. absolately. and perfectly holy. But -
thank' [eaven, we can “behold the Lamb -of God,
which taketh uway the sin of the world —who “shall
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see of the travail of his soul and be ‘satisfied " —whe
-.shalt ““draw all men to” himsell by the ¢ three fold
cord " of love, grace and trath.

"In relation to your bth questxon, I would only say,
that no person can be saved in hissins.  Balvation, as
we have before shown you, is a deliverance from sin
—hence, when all are saved, afl will be delivered from
sin—and ¢ then will be broughtto pass the saying
that is written, Death is swallewed up in victory. O
denth, where is thy sting".l O grave, where Is thy
victery * The sting of death is sin, and the swrength
of sin is'the Jaw ; but thanks be to God who giveth us
the victory thmngﬁ our Lord Jesus Chuiat.”

"We have only glanced at a few of those arguments
by which we are enabled to defend otr sentiments,—
We have dsemed it unnecessary to do more ; unless,
as we hope will he the case, you should see fit to call in
question the correciness of our conclusions, in a proper
mamner. If this should be the case, you shall have .
“line vponline, and precept upon precept. ”

QUESTION, No. VI,
“Is there a duy':of Judgment after Death 1"

To this question, we unhesitatingly answer, here 18
nof, in gour understanding of the phrase. In a day of
judgment, we fully helieve. And that it commenred
nearly eighteen centuries ago, is abundantly evident,
from the New Testament. In John, ix 39, Jesus
says: “For judgment am I come into this woerld.”:
Again; xik 31, he says: “Now iz the judgmant of this
world.” We might multiply quotations to any length
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but wo will forhes,r until vou shallundertake to show
that Chr]st came into this world to Judge the inhabit-
ants of another. That the judgment day eommen---
ced at the introduction of the Messiah’s reign, ie.ag
true as the word of God. And that it will continue
till evéry man shall be judged, and rewarded accor-
ding to his work ; till *“*every valley shall be exalted
and every mountain brought low, the crooked tnade
straight a.nd the rough ways smooth, and all flesh
shall see the salvation of Ged together,” is als@
equally as true. ’,
We are positively informed b}“' 8t Paul, that Chris‘t ' 1:
“must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his |
feat, ” ‘and that ¢ the last enemy shall be destreyed,
death. ' Bat 1 hope your good sense will forbid your
understanding the above la_nguﬁge, as I once heard
your brother Purren explain it. He admitted that
Christ would conquer all his enemies eventually, but
contended that he would subdue them by ¢ putting his
Jeet upon thewr necks,” and tresting them dnfinitely
_wor_sé in the fulure world than the Jews treated him
én this. But I endeavored to convince him that this
was not the way In which Chrlst conquered his ene-
mles 4 for if so, he would Tnost shamefully violate
every moral precept which he bestowed upon his dis-
ciples while on,earth, Fis admonitions were—s¢ Love
your eneinies ; do good to them that hate you ; and
pray for those who despitefully use you and persecite
you.” These were not only the precepfs of Jesus,
‘but his examples also. Did he not Zove his enemies,
the Jews; and was not his love evinced In the tears
that he shed over them, whﬂe contemplatmg the :na=

B

| _. o
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tional destruction that awaited them, id thi's‘v;'orld 1=
Did he not' love even his mirderers, when he raised

his trembling voice 't6° his Father in their behalf, say-

ing, while in the cruel agomes of expiring nature—
Pather, forg:ve them 7 for they know not what they
da'? Tell me nat, deai Sir, thai Jesuz will ever
change his disposition from Iove fo’ hatred-—and his
conduet towards his encmies, from heaven-born chari-
ty, to hellish wrath and vengeance! 'To be under the
Jeet of Jesus, is the greatest blessing that the sinner can -
ever receive, short of immortal glory. And, as he
must veign till @i enemies ave put under his feet, and
death, thelast, enemny, forever destroyed, we conclade
that " the Judgment day will continue; till “all things
shall be subdued unto hirh j the Son’ ‘Thimself be sube
ject unto him that ‘put all thmgs under him, that God
may be allin all,”?  Then will the mystezy” of "the
geueral resurrection be unfolded to- wcw——“ this mor-
tal piit on immoxtality—this couuptton, mcormptmn.
Then *“ we shall ail be changed, in'a moment, in the
twmklmg of an eye, a{ the last tlump”——the judg-
ment day forever close, with the mediatorial reign of
the Redeemer, and “evcry creature in heaven, and
on eatth, and under L‘ne earth, and such as are in the
ses, and all that are in them,” shall be heard, saying,
¢+ blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto
him that sitteth on the throne and to the Lainb fmeve

and ever”?

“‘When you will lay before us your understandmg of
the “day of judgment,” and the evidences by which
you think it can be supported, we will attend mére
particularly to the subject. Till then the foregoing
answer to your questicn must suffice.
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QUESTION NO. VII

“ s there any p.unish'meﬁt after: death 7"

Ta answer to this question, we beg leave to remazk,
that we do not believe that God will puaish his chil-
dren any where, according to the Methodist understan-
dihg of ‘the woid, for such punishment would prove
him'to be ah' unfeeling and revengeful fyrani, whose
cruglly as much exceeds that of a Nero as nfindy ex-
ceeds ﬁmt T

If we have a rlght conceptmn of your creed, you
hold “to divine punlshment accordmg to the modern
snd popular acceptation of the term-—or in other
words, as it is defined in our common dxchonarms,
viz. % Aninfiction itnposed in vengeance of a crime”
ot a revengeful infliction of tortures upon the sinner,
withoul any reference to the ultimate good of the suf-
forér. In this sense of the word, we boldly affiem,
that our Heavenly Fathei will never punish his chite
dren either *¢after” or before ¢ death” His nature
forbids it, for that nature’is ¢ love.” His attributes
farbid it, for they are wisdom, power and goodness.——
Every modification of these attributes forbid it, be-
cause it is inconsistent with justice, mercy and truth.
Now, 8ir, if you wish to oppose these several propo-
sztmns, the Universalist press is at your service.—
Come, Br. Philmore, present your “atrong argue
ments'? in defence of the above view of punishment,
and prove to us that God does not chastise uy for our
profit, that we nay be partakers of his holiness ; that
divine chastisement is not des:gned to produce tha

peaceable fruits of" mghtwusness to them Who are ox,

-,
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ercised thereby ;. that  God will cast off forever, im
your sense of the word ; that he will nof have gll men
to he-saved;. that he- does not work all t}nngs alter the
counsel of his oW wﬂl- that all’ who die-in Adams
shall not ‘be-made- ahve in Christ ; that sin.shafl not be
ﬁmshed ; that deat;h shallnot be destroyed ; that sar-
TOW und sighing shall sof fee away ;. that the devik
and all his works shiall” not be destroyeds that every,
creature in heaven, and earth, and under the earth,
and sich as are in the sea, shall not be heard to-say,
glory, and honor, and power, be unio him that sitteth
upon the throne, &o. ; that Christ shall not see of the:
- travail.of his soul and be satisfied 5 that: God: shallnok:
besllinall. Proye ali this, brother, and we will ve-
nowitce oy present views, and become as. seeptical s,
you and many others seem te.be.
That God will punish the- disobedient subjects of his
_moral government, ol that they justly deserve, we
fiave not only-admitted, but clearly proved 5.and this,
is more than you dare admit, without first making up
your mind to. #leave the order.” But, you must ve-
member that we understand the word pumdshment as it
is defined in the Scripiures; and we would only re-
mark here, that if mankingd are not sufficiently pun-.
ished Defore death, they will be punished after. death,
But it is not for ug to set bounds to infinite wisdom,,
powerand goodness. It is enough for us to be as-
sured. that our Heavenly Father is a  just God AND &
Suvier”—that he will ¢ visit our transgressions with
a rod, and our iniquities with stripes 3 but will not
uttexly take from us his loving kindness, nor suffer
his faithfulnesa to fail.  (See Ps. lxxxix, 82, 33.)
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- We hove ‘not thought it necessary-to go into a very
labored, ~or ciitical answer to-the above question §:be-
cause, it does not touch the greit'subject of difference
between your system of faith, and ours. . But if you
wish {0 enter into-a discussion @of the ell-important
guestion whether off mankind will inaily become holy
and happy, or cnly @ pert of them, we have no ob-
jection to trying the strength of argument with “you.
Such & subject .is “certainly - worthy of a'candid and
thorough investigation. If we arein an error we are
willing to be convinced of the [act, . And if you.are
in-an ertor, God knows we should be. happy in being
ihe fecble instrument of your conversion.

You will not-look upon this as a challenge, but sim-
ply-in the light of u friendly desive of promoting, es-
tablishing and defending the fiuth. - Do not affect to
consider us heneath your notice; for such affectation
will not ¢ go down” so well with the public now as-it
formarly has, Before we closé this article we would
invite you toinform vs what thattext in Prov. zi
31, means : “* Bohold, the righteous shall be recompen -
sed in the BEARTH: much more the wicked and the
sinner ! -

Let us hear framy you, hrother, as soon as possible,
and be agsured that no uhkind feelings towards you.
are entertamed by me. - ‘

QUESTION NO. VIIL.
. “Are all the wicled pumshed in this life 2
Accordmg to our, understandmg of the term sl the
wicked are punished in thiz.life. Wickedness never
B
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fails .of producing misery wherever it exists, And
notwiihstanding all who do wickedly inthiz world, are
‘migerable in proportion te the amount of sin of which:
they are guilty, if it can be proved that men will com-
mit sin in‘the future -siate, we are willing 1o admis
that they will be- miserable in that state. That all the
wicked ‘are miserable in fhis world in proportion to-
their sins, is a doctrine which the Seriptures fully sus-
tainy and if. you, Bir, lke many of your faith, see
fit'to question this proposition, you will be pleased to
consult the following emphatic declarations of diviee
Aruth : Isa,lvil 20, 21, ¢“Buithe wicked are like the
troubled sea, when it cannot test, whose wators cast
up'mwire and dirt. There is no peace; saith my God,
to the wicked” Apains Prow iii; 83, “The curse
of the Lordis in the house of the witked.” And
again ; Prov. iv. 18. * The way of the wicked is as
darkness ; they know not at what they stumble.”
Algo 3 Prov. xv. 6. “In the revenues of the wicked
is trouble,”  Lastlyy <“The way of transgressors is.
hard™ Coi

~ Dare you, Sir, after consulting these plain testimo-
nies, to which many more might he added, contend
that the wicked are mot punished in this life? You
will obgerve that the foregoing teslimonics ave all
wiitten in the present fense, and Bo. Intimation is given
that we may sin in thislife, and not suffer for it in this
life, An apostle has said, sIle that soweth to the flesh
shall of the flesh veap corruption”” Now, if we un-
‘derstand this apostle correctly, his instructions go to
show that wé shall reap the harvestin the field where
we sow the seed—or, to speak without a figure, we
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waderstand [im ag teaching his-brethren the important
doetrine, that stn and misery are inseparably connected:
~that sin iz the ceuse of moral misery, and moral
misery the effeet of sin—that the efféct is to-be expe-
rienced where the cause exists, * That we cannot reap
corrupiion; a3 a reward for sing committed here, in an
sieorrupiible state, is evident to- the weakest. capacity 3.
and the nearer we view the connexion -between sin
and its attendarxt 'eenséq_uences, the mare carteful we:
shall be 1to_shun the first that we may avoid the lost
T know, Sir, that the common doctrine would teack
ug all, that the more sin we commit, the huppier we
shall be-; that, were it not for the terrible conseguences:
which must await us in the future world, (if we do
not repent before we die,) there would be no-possible
inducement to. be virtuous and holy!  But Sir,
such a sentiment would be more fit for the fancied
inhabitants of your fabulous {e#ferus; than for human,
goclal, moral andaccountable beings. T admit that this-
is plain and strong language 3 but it will be justified by
every person in whose heart dwells the love of God:
It is really chilling to an informed mind, to hear pro-
fessors of religdion boldly affirming, that if it were
not for the fear of a future interminable hell, they
would give an unrestrained license to every wnruly
_passion ‘and feast their depraved appetites -upon the
luxuries of transgression and. iniquity. Are such
persons. convarted ¥ Do they love the things they once
-hated, and hate the things they vnce loved ¥ If so, ay
_ they now love sin so amazingly, that nothing but the
fear of ceaseless damnation keeps them from inten-
perance, theft and murder, they must havée hated. it be-
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fore-they wers converted. Flence, -their colversion
renders ‘thefn * two fold more the ‘children of gehen-
na’? than they were hefore ! ! From such conversmnq,
good Tiord, deliver us!

- We seriougly hope, Sir, that yoi wﬁl take this. sub--
joet into caadid consideration—eonsult: the divine orar
cles, tind ‘you must,i we think, eome to -the rational
conclusion, that sin-and misery are inseparably joined
together——that as long-as we remain: sinners we shall
remain miseratile—that the goodness of - God, and nof .
the fear of hell, leads men to repentance, and to-the
cheerful discharge of moral duty, ~ The sooner we re-
pent, Sir, and become ‘setvants of God, and lovers of
mankind, the sooner shall we feast upon the bread of
God ‘and. drink of the pure watar of overlasting life,

—

QUESTION NO. IX.
# Droes Yesus Chaist ever -forgive sins fu this life 27

To this question, we answer, yes; but you must un-
derstand that we make some distinction between for-
giveness of sin and fovgiveness of punishment. We
rgad that ssChrist hath. power on earth to forgive
sins 7 but we no where-read that he hath power on
earth or in heavet-to forgive deserved punishmeni—
1t is not a little surprising that most religionists over-
look this important distinction-; and we are astonished
that you, Sir, a biblical student and a clergyman, who.
professes to make. the: Scriptures the man of your
counsel, shoald not, ere this, have perceived that-for- -
giveness of punishment is not a Bibledoctrine. Ia-all
vour questions an allusion is had: to thic veiy subject,
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and you have seomed ta convey the idea that deserved:
punishment may ba averted by faith and repentance.
This fact has rendered it necessary for us to refer re-
peatedly fo this important error in your creed, You
geent to be totally ignorant of this distinguishing arti-
cle of our faith, that forgiveness applies to sin and
nof to deserved pumshmenb. Yo forgive, in & Serip-
ture sen:ze, i to %cut of;” to ¢ blot out,” but is never
in ‘a single instiiice apphed to punishinent, in the Bi-
ble. And we have shown you in opur answers to your
previous guestions, that such an application of the
term would set the Scnptums in direct opposition to.
‘themselvos 1

That Clmst forgives, that is, cuts off, blots outsing
in this world, by enlightening, reforming and purify-
ing the hearts and lives of believers, is a doctrine to
which we attach _great 1mpmtance, as it c,eurly exhiba.
it« the désign of Christ’s mission. e came to *isave
his peop[e from their sins,” not from deserved pun-
ishment.  This is a divine declaration, and is in ac-
cordance with the purpese of God as declared by Mo-
ses——“ The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gra-
cious, long- suﬂ'@rmg, and abyndant in goodness and
truth, keeping inel“cy for thousands, forgiving iniquity,
and fransgression, aad sin, and that will by 710 NS4S
clear the guilty.”

We hope that you w111 degm this answer amply:
uufﬁclent, uotil yon are ready to.show us that forgive-
ness of sin, means remission of merited chastisement.
‘We might enlarge mch ‘upon this suhject, but we.
huve no reom j and there 18 ewdently no negessity for
50 domg Your question is fully, and fairly, and
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candidly answered, and we are ready and willing te

mcet any objection that can be offexed to the  corrret-
ness of’ our conclusions.

QUESTION No. X

' “Are, the sing of aH tiden forgiven i i this life 7"

" 1h our ancswer to your ‘ninth questlon, we i1ave en-
deavared to show you that for gweness is always, in
the Scr[pt.ures, applied to’ sin, and not to punishment.
We shall theretore answer the. above question, in aes
eordance with owr own views of forgiveness, and not
agrecably to yours. .

" We have already remarked that Christ has power
on earth to foraiﬁé, that is, to take away, blot out, or
destroy sin 3 but that this power is confined to the
earth, is more than we hive evér cottended f’or, it ia
more than any man can prove from divine Revelation.

We fully helieve that Christ’s niediatorial reign com-
menced at the destruction of Jerusalem, when he
came in his kingdom, as the rightful ruler and judge
of the moral world, and that it will continue till sin is
finished, transgression brought to a close, and all in-
telligences in the universe perfecily reconciled to God
and holiness. Then, and not till then, will he deliver
up the kingdom to the Father, and God he all in all.

This, sir, is the view which we eatertain of Christ’s
mworal government, And lience, you will perceive,
that the forgiveness of sins, in our view of the cave, is
not wholly cenfined to this life.  As we 'have before
rqmarked if there are sinners in the future stats, the
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pardoning merey of God, applied through the instru.
mentality of Christ can as well be granted there as
Tiere.  Sin must be finished—trausgression must come
to an'end—every knee must bow—every tongue must
gwear, saying, * inthe Lord have I rightecusness and
strength.” The lost must be found—the deal must
hear—~the dumb must sing—~death must lose its sting,
which is sin—the law must be {ulfilled in every jor and
tittle, and it 1cqum,s that we love God supremely, and
our fellow beings as,_ourselves, And this must b ef-
fected through the mild and benevolent reign of Jo-
sus, the glorious mediator, if the divine word can be
relied upon with safety. Hence, as a matter of course,
we are encouraged to say, with the precursor of our
Lord, * Behold the Lamb of God who taketh away
the sin of the world 17

The probability isy that you Took upen the justace of
Glod as decidedly opposed to the dactrine of universal
reconciliation ; but permit me to assure you, Sir, that
the system ef doctrine which you advocale, is ex-

“tremely well calenlated to bring that plorious attri-

bute of Deity inlo disrepute. -You ‘contend that the
Jjustice of God requires the endless damnation of every
sinter,’ You will admit- that all smien are sinners—not
excepting your revérence ; and yet you believe that
yoursell and thousands of others will be saved—yes,
sayed {rom the demands of justice f If our Savidur
spoke the truth when he said that ¥ not ono joi or tit-
tle of the law should fail til all was fulfilled,” Low in
the name of resson éan you be so- sure”that you and
others will obrain the forgiveness of® punishment and

~goar to heaven ?
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You will here undoubtedly contend that Christ suf:
fered all the demands of justice in the room and stead .
of the sinner—hence, the sinner is forgiven, without
suffering, and the innocent Jesus made o suffer in hig
place | But how will you reconcile sucha seritiment
with the divine lestimony whtch says, * The soul that
sinneth shall die +** and with _many other similar dec-

larﬂnons 1
¥ should answer your questions more fully but I

hate to talk to a dumb man. Come out and acknawl—
edge your errors, or defend them—quesncn the cor~
rectness of my conclusions or admit thém to be cor-
rect, ' ' o

JUNEE

QUESTIONS No. -XI, '& XIT.

“Ara any to be saved from their gins after death T-«Is there
auch a thing mentiened in the Scriptures vs eternal dammation?”

All that it hecomes necessary for us-to say in rela-
tion fo the jirst of the -above guestions is, that it has
received a sufficient answer in our remarks upon your
tenth question ; at least, until you make an atterpt
to show us that our conclusions are erroneous.

In answer to the sscond of {he ahove questions we
frankly answer in the affirmative. -And what then ?
Have you the vanity fo believe that this fact proves
that the cruel dogma of endlese misery is true 5 or,
that it disproves the consoling. doctrine” of impartial
grace and universal salvation? You must be a dull
scholar, indeed, if such are your honest conclusions.
We will therefore endeavor to show you the error in-
to which, as we charitably. beheve, your Jgnorance has
invalved you. :
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I'he phrase ¢ eternal damnation” is once, and but
once used in all the Bible. This however, is sufficient
10-overthrow our sentiments if it really means endless
damnation. But we will try to show you, Sir, that it
has no such meaning, The text to which you refer,
is found in St Mark’s gosPe], iti, chapter, 28— 30 ver-
ses, inciusive. The whole text reads thus: “Verily,
I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unte the
sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith gsoever they
shall blaspheme :  But he that shall blaspheme against
the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, bot iz in dan-
ger of eternal damnation : because they said, He hath
an unclean spirit.” The paralled texts you will find
in Maitt, xil. 81, 32—and Luke zii. 10, which you will
please turn to and examine for yourself, You will
acknowledge thatthe three Evangelists wrote in di~
rect reference to the same thing, and that notwith-
standing-the fact, that their phraseology is somewhat
different, the sense of the three passages is:precisely
the same ; for if this is not the case, what dependence
can be placed upon the divine word?  Having offered
these few introductory remarks, for the purpose of
bringing the subject properiy bhefore you, we shall
now procead to a briel examindtion of the suhject
about which you so earnestly inquire.

We are fully aware, Sir, that the sin sgainst the
Holy Ghost, or “unpardonable sin,” as it is general-
ly called, has long been loolted upon by the uninformed
and credalous, as conelugive evidence of never-ending
woe in a future state of conscious existence, and there»
fore, we are by no means surprised,. Sir, that you
should so consider it. Byt the great question should

c
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bey “What is Aruth ?” This question wa shall en~
deavor o anSWeu, go far” as the ‘text undéx’ considex-
ation is concemed m accordance wiih Dwme Reve—
latmn, '

1st, then, Tha.t the Jows weié _guilty of the sin
against the Holy Ghost, you will' not denys. for ‘the
crime is directly charged upon them by our Savior.
+s Because they said, He hath an’ unclean spirit.”’
Such bemg the faet, if' the common scnnment be cor-

ect, their endless damnation must have been i urevoca-
bly sealed, and Jesus acied a very 1mprope1 part,
when he wept over their eity and said ¢ ye shall not
see me henceforth ¢74 ye shall say, Blessed is he that
cometh in the name of the Lord.” Matt. xxiii, 38—
and also when he lifted his voice to heaven, while in
the agoniss of expiring nature, and smd, Father for-
give them, for they know not what they do.” And
again 3 the Jews having committed this sin, with what
propriety eould our Savior have said to his disciples,
«Go ye into allthe world and preach the gospel o
" every ereature?” The preaching of the gospel was
designed g5 a means of bringing those' to whom it was
preached, to repeniance and faith in the Son of God s
and there certainly could have been no propriety in .
using menns to offect an utter impossibility !

The Apostles evidently received the doctrine they
preached from their Lord and Master, together with
directions how and where to preach it. And Peter
says, while addressing these same Jews, that God
“commatideth all men every where to repent.”  Iow
could those Jews tepent whose endless perdition was
unalteraby sealed? And where was the propriety
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of commanding to do that which the decxsmn of‘ Hea-~
ven had rendéred 1mposs1b1e ¥

But you undoubtedly beliove that there are thou-
sands even in the present day, who have commified
the *‘ unpardonable sin,” and can therefore, never be
forgiven. But do you make any ewcepsioits of this
kind, when you call on sinners to repent and embrace
religion ? Do you not teach that eay and every sin-
ner may comply Wwith thd requ:mtmns of the gospel
and be saved ? Do you- not tell them, in substance &t

“While the lamp holds otit to butn;

The vilest sionet may return 7 .
If such Is the case, what do you mean by such encour-
agements ¥ Do you believe it possible that one who is
guilty of the sin’ of which we are speaking, and who,
therefore, “hath never foigivensss,” ¢an over-leap the
boundaries of the divine decision, and foice his way
to heaven and happiness t If this is nof your opin-
ion, then you are bound to eircimseribe your invita-
tions so that they shall embrace tions but those who
have uvmded this’ heinous sm, or elsd admit that the
commission &f the sin does not foreclose the ‘door of
pardomng meicy. ‘Which ever side of the questlon

you t’tke, bie' careful to mamtam some degree of “con-

sistendy, so that your readers and hearers will be en-
abled to understand you. Buit’

2d. "What are we to anderstand by the phrage * eter-.
nal damnatlon ¥ Yo Wlll probably say that we

“Hie'th understdnd it as meanmg endless misery. ~But

where do you find any evidence in"siipport of thiy
meaning ? We read of « damnation” frequently in



84 QUESTIONS

the Bible, and we will undertake to show you that it
has heen experienced in this world. See 1 Cor.. xi.
29—+ For he, that eateth and drinketh vaworthily,
eateth and drinketh damnation to himselfy” &e, Agam-
1, Tim. v. 12, whare the Aposile, speaking of certain
widows who began to cast off the love of Chuist, rep-
'resents them_as “having damnation, becsuse they
have_cast off their first faith.” Hore you will per.
celve, that the damnatwn spoken of was restricted to
the then ‘present time, having no raference to = future
‘state. Pamnation, condemnation and _)udgment. are
perfectly synonimons terms in the orlgmal, and Jesus -
says, John iil. 18, © He that believeth not is condemn.
ed [or dammed] already, because he hath not believed
in the only begoiten Son of God.” See also Tit il
11, speakmg of heretics ;. % Knowing. that he that s
such, is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned [or
damned] of himself.” You will see {rom these cito-
tions, thef we aze npt compeﬂeﬂ: to leave this world
hefore we can experience “damnation.” Having thus
proved that mankind have been damned in this world,
we would now invite you to prove that any will be
demned in & future stite of existence, even in a limi-
ted sense,  Remember, we do not say that such is not
the case, but.we should be pleased to see how you
vould go to work to proye it: The fact that sinners
are.in danger of ** damnation,” and that they will be
damned, we have never attempted to dispute, and
probably never shall as long as we retpin, our senses.
But, tha.t ¢ damnation”. means, endless.suﬁ'ermg, we
haga never sgen, prqved. _ :
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‘We will now furnish you with a little # orthodox®
authority in regard to the views which we have just
advanced, lest you accuse us of heresy, In Rem.
xiil. 2, we read; W hosoever resisteth the power, re-.
gizteth the ordinance of God, and they that resist re-
ceive dammation”” Notshall roceive it, This passage
Dr. McKxtenr renders thus : <Wherefore, he who
opposeth government, by disobeying its wholeseme
laws, or by attempting the lives of the governors, or
by ehstrueting the due exercise of their office, resist-
eth the ordinance of God, and they who do so shall

- be punished,” De. Craeke, your own favourite come

mentator, and a late member of your own Church,
gives the following note on the same text : +He who
sits himself against tha order of God—they wha ob-
stinately, aad for no right reason, oppose the civil ru-
ler, and strive to unsettle the constitution-—shall he
condemned, both by the letter and spirit of that con-
stitution.”  Dr. Whithy a.grees with the foregoing re-

-marks. Bo that, iff we pay any attention to your own

eommentators, we are justified, not only in under~
standing the term ¢ damnation” to mean condemna- .
tion, or punishment, but in applying it (o the concerns:
of time, and temporal chastisement.

8d. But we arc aware that you will ‘plead, that the
word “eternal,” joined here. with « damnation
proves the, pumshment {o-he andless, and therefore,
we, must cﬁ"er a.few remarks by way of explana—
ilon, .

It is) then aIlowed than the whole force of the text:
rests -upon the word: “gternal,”- Let it here be ob-

served in accordance wnh Wha.t we ha\m before smd
. :ﬁdc .
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that our Savior wWos a(ldressmg Jews—ithéy were the
pérsons who committed this sin,  They snd they ondy,
had the means of’ committing it, as they almostexclu-
sively attended upon the ministry of Christ, and were
permitted to witness the miracles which he wrought.
Not a solitary hint is dropped that any Gentile ever
eommitted this sin, or was in any danger of the pen.
alty. Being Jews, they were well' acquainted with
the Hebrew word olim in the Old Testament; and efon
in the New. Hence they knew well that the common
application of these wovds, was, to things of a very
limited duration. Ifyou, thereforo, my dear Sir, wish
to understand the force and meaning of this text, and
others where the words ¥ etérnal, forever, forever and
gver, and everlasting’” are used, which ure all derived
_from the Hebrew: olim and the Greek aion, you mast
ggeertain how these two words were understood among
the Juee. I i3 of bui vevy little consequnce how.
professed Christains now understand the words ¢ ever-
lasting’ and « etetnal,” &c. McKwrenr and Cranp-
LR, two celebrated defenders of Partinlism, fully
" agree that the Greek word aion, and the Latin word
ovwm, which corresponids to it, SJgany bmited ditra-
tion—the life of mait. And we would heve agsin re-
mark, that olim, aion and afonios, are adiitted by the
learned of all sects, with whose writings we are: ‘ac~
quainted, to mean one and the same thing, notwith-
standing in the common Bible, they are rendered,
world, age, forvever, forever and cver, cvermore, ever-
losting and efernal.  All these English words are
from olim in the Hebrew and aion in the Greek, and
I chalienge yow.or any other man to show that they:
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are unlimited in their meaning when applied to dam-
nation, or punishment. = Hence, the 1ext upon which
you seem to place so much dependénce, cammot bLe
made to prove any thing in f'avor of _your ﬂammg
hypothesis,

We will conelude our answer to your last quesnon
with your own Commentator’s Note on Matt, x!i.” 82
—I mean Dr. Avam CLanke,

He says--“Even personal abuses, reproaches, ro-
vilings and persecutions against Christ were remissible,
but blasphemy, or impious speaking against the Ifaly
Spirit was to have no forgiveness—-that is, whon the
person obstinately attributed those works o the devil,
which he had the fuliest evidence could be wrought
only by the Spirit of God. That this, and nothing
else, 1s the sin against the Holy Bpirit, is evident from
the connection in this place, and more particalarly
from Mark iii—28, 80—*All sins shall be forgiven
unto the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith
sosver they shall blasphemz, but he that shall blas-
pherrie against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness,
but is in danger of efernal demnetion : becouse they
said he hath an unclean Spirit’ Here the matter is
made clear beyond the smallest Joubt. The unpar-
donable sin as some term it, is neither less nor more
than ascribing the miracles Christ wrought hy the
power of God to the devil. Manysincere prople have
been grieviously tormented with appreliensions thiat
they had committed the uripardonable sin ; but let it
be observed, thal no man who believes the divine
mission of Jesus Chrisi, ever can commit this sin.”
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He says again—¢ Nejither ¢ this world; &c.]
Though I follow the common: tranglation, yet. 1 am:
fully satisfied the meaning of the words is, neither
in this dispensation, {to wit, the Jewish,) nor in that
which is to come (to wit, the Christian,) Olam habo,
is a constant phrase for the times of the Messiah, in-
the Hebrew Secriptures.. The sid here spoken of, ranks.
high in the catalogue of presumptuocus sins, for which,,
there was no forgiveness under the Mosaie dispensa-
tion. See Num. xv. 80, 8L—xxxv, 31—Lev. 3%
10—1 Sam. ii. 25.

When our Lord says that sach sin hath no E'orgwe—
ness, is he not to be understood as meaning that the
crime shall be pupished under the Christian dispensa-
tion es it was under the Jewish-—to wit, by the de-
struction of the. body ?---And is not this the same,
mentioned 1 John 1. T-~—-called there the sin unio death,
thatis, a sin that was to-be ponished by the death of
‘the body, whils mercy might be extended fo the soul?
The punishment for hlasphemy under the Jewish law,
to which our Lord evidently alludes, certainly did not
extond to the demnation of the soul, though the body,
was destroyed. Therefore, 1 think, that though there
was no such fargweness to be extended to this erime
as to abgolve the man from- the punishment of fempo--
ral death, yet on repentance, msrey might be extended
io_the soul---and:every sin may be repented of and
fargwen under the Gospel Dispensation.”

The foregomg quotation: is fiom Dr. Adam Clatke,
and it is in perfect accordance with the views which
we have endeavored 1o 1ncu1cate in the present article..
Hence you will forbear to pronounce us a heretu..
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Let this text, then, be laid aside, and never again used
as evidence of interminable torment. So much for
the’passage to which you allude.

We have thus cheerfully endeavored to answer
your 12 questions.. Our answers are before the world.
And although we have said but little in comparison to

what we might have offered, still you will -easily

understand our meaning. ~ And now, Sir, do you sup~
pose that the Kditers of the Methodsst Advocate and
Jaurnal would eondeseend to answer #s ns many ques-
tions thmugh their columns 2 If you are of opinion
that they would, please ascertain and give us notice
to. that effect, and they shall be furth-coming, immed;.
ately, #Do unio others as ye would that others
should do unto you,””  This would be Christian-like—
this is the way to discharge your duty.

With our best wishes for yoar: health, happiness
and religious improvement through life, a happy disso-
lation in the true faith, and a glorious immortality
with a. ransomed world, we leave the subject for the
present. :

N. B. The foregoing  anewers” ware given through the col-
umns of o Univessalist Periodical; but the Rev. Questioner has
pever seen proper to signify his dissatisfaction with them; we
have, therefore, goncluded thatthey must have met with his seeret
approbation, at least.. 'We shall, howaver, at any time during ooy
natural life, stand in readiness to attend, in the most reapectful
manner, to any exceptions he may be disposed ‘to take, to the
course we have pursmed; provided bhe will present them ina
proper mamer.  We have ever felt itour duty to fenounce our
crged or defend it, :




SECTION IL
TWO MYSTERIES SOLVED
CHAPTER 1.

I shall endeavor, in this section, to explam to -the
satisfiction of the reader, why itis " that popular prer
fessed Christisns, nccuse Universslists of promulga-
ting a destructive heresy, and treat them so unkindly
and ceuelty,  And to prepare the way for the accom-
plishment of this witimate design, I shall first show
why the Jews accused St, Paul of the same thing,
and treated him i a similar marner. T have selected
the following passage of scripture as the foundation of
my labors :——But this 1" corifess unto thee, that
after the way which they call heresy, so worship I
the God of my fathers ; believing all things which are
written in thelaw and: the Prophets.”. Acts xxiv. 14
-~ The reader miast 16t be ‘surprised at the yemanl,
that the word heresy has long served as a very con-
venient term of reprosch, perticnlarly among those
hot-headed Sectarians, who, rashly sacrifice the inral«
uable truths of divine revelation, at the. towering ai~
1k of vain popularity dnd party intérest 5 and who
ostensibiy ésteein it an unpardonablo crime to enter-
'tam any mind, or eneQurage any prmmple, that is not
in accordance with the popular-and prevailing. *istan-
dards™ of religious faiih and praotice.  Itis a term,
which, for.many centuries, has been. employed to dis-
tinguish those who have suecessively seceded from the
various “standing orders” of religionists, who have.



MYSTERIRS 4i

arrogated to.themselves the appelation of # orthodox®
in different ages and sections of Christendom. We
fearn from the Apostolic H1story, that even the inspir-

ed Teachers of Christianity and faithfal followers of
the Lamb, were maliciously . accused’ by the popular
religionists of their day, with the crime of ¢ turns
ing the world upside down” by the promulgation of
their destructive heresy :  And [ have often thought,
and am slill of the opinion, that if the humble and
benevolent Savior of sinners, and his chosen Apos-
tles, were permitted now to visit our world, and to
pursué the same hamble and chartable course of con-

- duet which characterized them when on earth 3 and

to preach the same liberal and ;‘inpartial doctrine which
anciently dropped like 'the dew of heaven upoun the
tender grass, from their guileless lips 5 and to devote
their holy lives again to the intellectual and moral im-

‘provement and happiness of our wayward race, thoy

would meet with a similar kind, and nearly the same
degree of opposition and reckless persccution from
professed Christians, that they did-from the religious
Jews. ~There i not the least degree of doubt, in my
mind, that they would be loudly denounced frem the
press, the sacred desk, and the altar of devotion, as
rank herelics 3 their doctrine delared to be a destruc-
tive delusion, and their persons and charactérs profes-
sedly held in utter contempt, as objects for the poi-
soned arrows of blind prejudice to be shot at. I doubt
noty that their sublime sentiments would be pompously
pronounced grossly licentious; their forbearing and
friendly conduct towards their fellow men, contempt-
ible, servile and debasing in the extreme; and their
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untiring labors of love, effectial means of promoung
carelessness, vice and infidelity ! I am very sure that
they would be charged with rashly attempting to sub-
vert the established forms of social and public worship
—of siriking a deadly blow at the very root of all
true morality and piety, and of endeavoring to over-
turn all the sacred and venerated institutions of true
religion and virtue, that the world are now taught to
© reverence and defend. ' ' _

Friendly reader, do not allow yourself to seppose
for & moment, that this view of things ia the vesult of
any unfriendly feeling which I eniertain towards
those who differ from me on subjects of religions faiths
certainly not: it is foreed upon me from a careful
acd candid consideration of several things which 1
must beg leave briefly to lay before you.

The reasons which have irresistibly brought me to
the above conclosion, are-founded upon the honest be-
lief, thal -the popular religion of the present day, so
far at least as our own country s concerned, is, in
substance, almost precisely the same as that which dis-
tinguished 1he oppesers ond persecniors of Christ and
the Apostles, in the first.contury. We need ne other,
ot better proof of this fact, than that which may be
obtained by carefully, candidly and patiently examin
ing the faithful descriptions which our Savior and his
Apostles have kindly given us, of the religious sen-
timents generally embraced and tenaciously defended
by the ancient Jewish Church ; -and comparing them
with the religious views which obtain the preference at
the present day, in our favored land of beasted lih-
erty.
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"Did not the religion of the persecuting Jews
prompt its-ndvocates and supporters to-¢sieem them--
selves the righteoiss; and -exerplary, and peculier ob-
iects of the divige love and protection, to the sverlas-
ting exclusion of all tlie world beside 2 . Did it not in-
duce them tc eensure, condemn and ‘peisecute all who
were tot disposed i embrace their ¢reed, worship at
their altar, and adépt their practices ¥ Did it not in-
cite thern to denpise,defame and ridieule their mote hum-
ble, unpretending, and liberal neighbers ; gnd to as-
sume ‘Moses® seat, shut up the kingdom of heaven
against the unpopular advocstes and supporters of more
charitable. views, and to Jenounce elorsal Judgments
upen theirféHow men ¢ *These facts; no well-inform-
ed individual'will deny:” Now permit me respectflly
toask Youy kind réader, if the prevailing and popular
reI:glen of -our-otod times, does Hot neite its zealous
adherents to’ indulge the sime f'ee[mgs, and to purene
very nearly the same: selferighteons, uncharitable and
oppreséive course towards thoss whom theylook upon
as héretics, infidels nnd-candidates for endless perdition?

Agam—Dui not-the Jewish religion consist dlmost
entlrel y of & routine of various "ezfernal and pom-
polls forms, eétemonies and observances, while it
dver-looked and disregarded the weightier maiters of
the law, such as judgment, morcy “snd faith ¥~ Whe
can deny - this; ond at the same time maintain a heliéf
in the truth of the Bible? Now, without intending
to give any oﬁ"ence, may [ not ask if we do not eledr-
Iy discover the same generel featires in the *¢ortho-
dox™- religion ow so exteuszvelv prevalent among
13 ? i

D
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o -And again—Ihd not the religion of the Jews have
a direct tendeney to-fill the minds of #ts yotaries with
excessive self-conceit and snpercilious pride, and to
excite.in them a spirit of exelusiveness, eold contetapt,
affected seorn, and even rank hatred,: towards all who
gaveé countenance and encouragement to & more Ithe-
1al, itapartial and charitable system than theirown b—
Most certainly ! And now, reader, can.you withheld
yout assent to the obvious fact, that the popular weli-
glon of our own day, manifests. very similar tenden-
cien, and produces maay similar effects ?

.- Once moye, and- we-will close this compauaon and
end the chapte;j. ‘Was not - the Jewish religion, in its
spirit and tendency, directly designed to delude. the
winds. of men, mislead the judgwent, pervert the ex-
alted principles of true religion, and bring inio disre-
pute and disgrace the doctrines and examples of the
holy. and blessed Redeemer ¥ -This {act, no man m
his senses, will, {or a momens guestion.. What then
is .the ‘'unavoidable conclusion }.. It is, this; that the
popular religion.of onr awn times, is not the religion
of Jesus 3 but.a religion of -human . invention, handed
down frorathe ancients by ¢ the Jaws of wunsmigras
Hom,”"if I may- so speak; and is calculated in its obvi-
‘ong tendencies to promote self-righteousness and party
zeal, to the serious detriment of gospel fruth, and the
grent injury. of its honest and virtwous supposters.

These reflections have forced vpon my mind the
firm and unavoidable convictiop, that if Jesus and his
Apostles should now visit the earth. in person, and pur-
stug lhe some ircpariial, -h,\im}ale; and chariiable course
which distinguished them in ancient times, they would
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maget with véry inuclr the -same treatment from the ro-
lgious community; that' they mat with from the Jews,
eightesn hondred years ngo.

{:HAPTER I

Let us now inguire what exmted the rehgxous
J ews to press.forward in their untiring and determined
pergecation .of St .Paul, the author of the -sentence
which heads this articls ¢ "The answer.may be foind
in the fact, that he-was engaged in prozlaiming and
advoeating. that which they denominated a false doc-
trine—a destructive -delusion—a fatal hereay But
what:did he preach and advacate? . l}Ld he endeavor
%o :bring into. disrepute the. Jewish Scrlptulres'l_ Bid
he deny the truth and authority of ‘the Law and the
Prophets, by which. the Jews themselvos professed to
be. governed }. What does he say in answer to the
bolsterous ‘complaints -alledged against ‘him by his
countrymen and beariless persecutors ? - Let him an-
siwer for himself. - Addressing himself to Ananias,
" the High Priest; at whose tribunal he stood, he calmly
and respectfully says, * For asimuch ag I know that
thou hast been for many . yeors a Judge unto. this na-
tion; I do the more cheerfully answer for mysell 5 be-
cause thou mayest understand that theré are .bu_t yet
twelve days sinee I went up 1o Jerusalem to worship,
Aund - they neither . found me in the temple. disputing
with any man, neither raising up the people, . neither
in.the-synagogue nor in. the city, Neither can they
prove the things whereof they accuse me. But this
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I confess unto thee, that-after the way which they calf
heresy; so worship Lthe God of my fathers, believ-
ing oll things which are written in.the Eaw and. the
Prophets,*”

Hexe is o plain, unvernished siatement of the facts
in the Apostle’s case ; and we shall soon peo What was
the head and front of bis effonding.  He had neither
saicd. or dode any thing contrary to the Law and the
Prophets, which the whole: ination reverenced, or pro-
fessed to teverence, ns the standards of their religious
beliel and: practies! « Why, then, was he so loudly
accused of prommlgating-a- feresy; and so- unsivingly
aad crivelly persecutod-and sbused + There. may ‘be
i degees of mystery hangingavound:the reader’s mind
il -yeldtion to this - matter,  which I-will endesvol to
solve soand after doing so; T'will-apply the solution to

a -subjeét of still greater 1mportance to- the chnstmn
eommmty, andaigehnaayer home:. -~

“"That:the: Jewisk Churel;-in its origin and mf'ancy,
was pectiliatly favored with'a diréet vevelation of the
chdtacter; purposes’ and: perfections of Jehovah,.is
nighifestly evident{rom the whole history. of the-Pa~
tifarchal age. - Inthe communications of God to
Abrsliam, Isaae sad Jacob, these truths yelating lo
the Almighty, ave clearly ‘developed, as eonstituting
the invaluable statidurd of their faith and conduct:
And-the fathiers of that nation, :being thus enfightened
with the direst rays of truth divine, walked with God
in the faithful 'parformanee of all the important du-
Hias, both ¢ivil and morily “that devolved-upon them.
In the dwme promise-to Abrahan; thie Messiah's mis~
sion, ity design-and end, weré fully decldred, and
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have never heen called in question by the Holy Proph-

s,- Christ, .or the -Apostles. . St. Paul says, God.
‘préached before the Gospel unto Abraham, saying,
in thee shall all nations be blessed.” Furthermore; in
the law given to Moses, . the ennobling principles of
true religion are cleatly embraced. Look at the deca-
logue, or ten commandments. - Tlere, the refined prin-
ciples of true practical as: -well as theoretical religion,
are solemnly impressed upon the minds of the chosen
people to’ whom the law was given, and have ever
been advocated and defended by the wellinstrncted and:
faithful servants of God  in- every age, and under
every.dispensation, - That the Jaw, in its application.
to: Moseg, to. Abrakam, and to those whom'they were
commissioned to govern aid dinstruct, embraced all
moral and practical virties; such ag love to.God and-
benevolence fo mean, honesty, truth and chavity, is too
plain 1o require nn. argnment. ib its support. ~Then,
if we consuit the Prophets, we find them constantly
pointing to the. promised Méssidh—the sced of Abra-
e, inwhom all the families of the aarth were to be
blessed—to ‘the manner.of :his-introduction into the
world—to the cruel treatitient he would meet with—
to the establishment of his apiritual-reign, and io the.
glorious result of his éfficient administration. That .
the language of the Prophets-indicates a resuzréction
from.the dead; and a universal and glorious immor-
tality, no one, I think, will- question, who reads with
attention their glowing and anir’nating descriptions of
the final. result of the Messmh’ rexgn and govern-
ment.

- Thas it will be: seen, thatif: the Jewush Church had

*D
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riever-depavted -from: the truespirit and pringiples of
their ofigitial feligions fiistitutions—if they liad con-
tinkied to willsin the woral path which Lufnite Wis-
dom had marked-out for them so kindly 5 they would
never have been found erucififing thefr own -Messiah,
and bringing their falss;, malicious and ervel charges
aghiinet the illuserisng Apostle,  But they hed depar-
ted, widely, wrotchedly, from the spirit and principles
of their original institutiona—they. had entirely lost
gight of them ; henes they “are represented by their
owh téde Prophets, as $ta sinful ‘nation ; o people la-
den with'iniquity ; & seedof evil doers ;. chifdren that
afe’éorrupters 37" as having forsaken the Loxd and pre-
voked ihé Holy One of Tsrael, and as having ‘¢ gone
away backward.’®  God, by his faitliful prophet, says
unto them, *“ye will . revolt mote and -more 5 the
whole head is sick,: and- the-swhole heartis faint;
from- the sole of :the foot even unto. the - head, there is
no soundness.in it &e; :

This brief sketch clearly indieates:the gene ral ehar-
acter of the Jewish . Chureh, for several cehturies
antevior to.the adyent:of the Megsinh, as repeatedly
-given by their own venerable Prophets. - And our Sa-
vior fally confirtis the fruth of the. descripion by
denominating them ¢ Blind leaders of the blind, hy-
pocrites, a generatjon of. vipers”—a people who have
¢ made void the lew by their traditions, changed the
glory of the -incofruptible God, intoan image of cor-
ruptible -man,  and-four-footed beasts, and ereeping
things, and worsh1ppad and - served _the creature
mote than the Creator.”

'This was the character of these ancient J emsh per-
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seeutors who cruelly charged Bt. Paol with promulga-
ting-a blasphemons heresy,. .and.were regolutely, bent
an his econdemnation and destruction.-3- and all for.de-
claring *¢ none other. things than those which Moses,
Abraham, the law, and. the Prophets invariably taught.
The reason, therefore, why the religious Jews accused
Paul of teaching- and spreading a. delusive. fieresy,
is-rendered sufficiently. plain—They had so perveried
ihe sacred truths embraced. in.their original institu-
tigns, and- backslidden so .far from their spirit and jn-
tention; that. when St Paul declared: in- their hearing

the divine; sentiments. of the law and the Prophets,
.they were astonished at his doetrine, and still more at
‘his preswmpiion—considered-him ag jntroducing a ngw
-and erfoniouy system—a. demoralizing heresyiof the

blackest dye, and forthwith determined en his destruc-
tion. - . We have heard of persons under the influence

.ol insanity, who_.havg,mmiifested ‘the rankest hatred

towards their nearest relatives and degrest: Ex;_it_an_ds 5 but

_whether the Jows werc.insane or not, nothing enraged

them half so much as the true sentiments of their own

__qti-gin-al standards of - diving-instruction, when breught
“before them by Jesus Christ and ais faithful Apostles.

CIIA'PTER 1B

I-Iavmg t’hus solved the mystery, why the Jews so

- cruelly persecuted St Pawl for preaching nothing but
~the sentiments embraced in their own law -and prop/-

ets,we will new apply our solution ‘to another sub-

- jecty and one. that zomes ncarer-hotme, -
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Ttis well known that we; as Universalisty; are sub-
jected - 6 many trials, - persecutions -and-calumnies,
simply i compquence of ‘our religious profession.—-
Nothing 1§ more ¢ommion than for ts'1d be - confident-
ly pronoinced herelics, and accusad, privately and
publicly; of ‘publishing and advocating a blasphemous
and licentious doctiine.  And it is well Known that we
endure-all this frem our Partialist brethren., By them,
we are looked upan in very tuch the same light that.
Paul was looked upon by his Jewish brethren,  Fhey
declare before ‘Ananiag,  that they ¢ have found ‘this
man a pestilent fellow, abd a moverof sedition amorng:
the people, and a rmgleader of the seet of Nazareues,
that he has: ‘gone abo to defile the temple,” &e—
This is very much the samé language it which a Tea-
cher of Universalism is represented by.his religious
opposeis. But what teason have they to accuse us of
advocating ‘a false=—a licentious—a disgraceful docs
trine, and of classing ns with the lowest, mostdegraded,.
-and abandeoned; of the community *  The sarhe reason
that the Jews had for bringing' similar chirges
against the Aposties—simply-becanse out ‘sentiments
appear toithem new and novel-—teo liberal and equali-
zing, and above all, not in accordance with the pre-
vatling views and feelings of the times.

Qur opposers profess to.be Christians—1e.adopt the
teachings of Christ and the Apostles as their standard
of faith-and practice, and to be zealously engaged in
the serviee of thel¥ Lord and:Master. -  All this is per-
fectly. proper and commendable. - - We profess the
same, ‘and yet they: incessantly oppose, misrepresent
and calumniate us, and affect 1o lovk upon tsas- Inﬁ-.
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dels, haters- of Giod, lovers and promoters.of immore
ality and. licentiousness; and sure candldfxtes for end-
less. barnings:- R TITIA

Now, under. these echumstances, ma) we not be
allowed in our defence bufore the tribunal of the pub-
lie, to. put {orth a pléasomething like the one which
the: Apostle put forth when arraigned before the Jewish

Aribunal,and which . is contained in the citation which
stonds-ap the head of this section ? .. But this we cons

fess unto yoil, that after the way which otir opposers

Gall isresy, 96.worship we the God'of our fathers, be-

lieving ‘nothing but: what is contaiaed in the obvious

‘teaehings of Jesus Christ and the-Holy. Apostles.« But
‘what are those prominent séntiments advocated by us,

and:-which seem so wiuch to enrage our Partialist breth-

‘rén, and:exeito.theiy prejudico ageainst us ¥* We will

briefly state them;: showing at the-sameé ‘time, their

-perfect actordancs with the teachings of our Divine

Master and the primitive heralds of* the Cross:
21 We believe in a God, whose naturg-is love~+love
infinite; universal: and immutable. ~The evidence -

‘which: sanctions the correctness of this article of our

faith,. is fotind in T John-v. chap.  Beloved, let us
love one another 3 for love is of God 3 and every one

_that loveth, is born of God, and knowsth God. He

that loveth, noty knoweth:not ‘God ; for God islove.—
[ii #iis-was manifested the love of"God toward us,.be.
cause that Godi sent: his only-begotten Son.intothe

worldy that we might live theough him. - Herein is

love'; not that weloved God, but that he leved us, and
sérit his'Son to be the propitiation:for our sins.”” . Here
we are fully justified in belisving that God is Lovs, in
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the ‘most’ pérfect senad of the word:  That hislové-is
infisidtey is'éviderit from the obvious and acknowledgéd
fact, that God js an Infinite Being, and possessed of
1o other 1han 1nﬁmle attrlbutes anﬂ perfect\ans
ceded by every class of out opposmg brethren. That
the love of ‘God is Witveriel us well as infinite, is ren-
dered clearly certain fiom 1 John v 14, .and Romi'v,
8. In thé first Passdge-it ig said 3 We have seen,
and do testify, that the Father sent the Son, ‘to:be the
Savior of #he world 3 and in the: second it s shid;
«God commendeth hig Tove towards us, in that, while
we were yet sinners Chviat died for us,” &c..  That
the love of :God ig=iminulable, as well:as infinite and
universal, welenen -from Heb. 1 ebap, ¢ And. thow,
Lord, in the beginning: hast laid the forndation of - the
earth 3 and the heavens are'the svorke of thy bands,—
They shall perish; but thow remainest; and they ali
ghall wax oldas doth'a. garment; and as a vesture
shalt thou fold them up, and :they shall be changed ;
‘but- thou art the sdme; and thy years shall not fail”
Again ; Inspiration deelares: of God; that ¢ He ig'in
-oné ‘mind, and none can turn him : the same yester-
day, to-day and forever.”

"2, We believe that God w;]l 'rewmd the v1rtuous
snd pundsh ihe “‘vicious; not conditionally, but posi-
tively and infullibly.. As our anthoiity. foy this arti-
eleof ourfaith; see Rom. ii. 9,10, and 11. - Frib-
ulation: and anguish upon every.soul of man that.do-
-ath evil,- of the Jew first, and.also -of the;.Genti.le;
but glory, honor, and peace,. to every. man tlat wor-
keth. good—For there is.mo; r-esp,ect of persons, with
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God * * * Who will render fo gvery man according-io
his deeds.”” Again, Gal. vi: 8. He thaf soweth
ta .the flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption ; but
he that soweth to, the spirit, shall of the spirit.reap life
everlasting.”? - Again, Prov. xi: 81, + Behold the
righteous. shall be recompeonsed on the earth ; much
more the wicked and the sinner.”

3, We. believe that all divine, pumahmem. must in
the_.P.conQ_my of Jehovah, :result . in the good of the
punished. = The testimony upon which we found this
reasonable ‘article of - ouy faith, may be foitnd in
many parts of the divine Record but partxcuiarly in
Heb. xii. chap “ We have had fathers of our flesh,
who corrécted s, and we gave them reverence ; shall

~we not much rather be in subjection to tho Father of
apirity and livet For they, verily, for u few days
chastised us after their own pleasure 3 but ke, for our
profit, that - we might._be partakers of his holiness,—
Now np chastening for the  present:seermeth to be jay-
‘ous, but grevious 3 nevertheIess, afterward it vieldoth
the peaceable fruits of nghteousness unto them ‘that
fro, exerclsed thereby.” :

. We believe that every man'is rewarded accor-
dmg to his own personal character and conduct, wheth-
©r virtuons;or vicious. .This we believe, because our
divine Master, when predieting the near approach of
his second advent, and spiritual reign on the earth,

expressl y said; he would:then {at the commeneament
and through'the whole progress.of his spiritual admin-
istration on earth) reward-every man.socording to his
works ;- see Mait. xvir 27.; and because he again
says, ¢ Behold I come quickly, and .my . reward is
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with mé, to: give chéry man accordmg as Fus work shall
be. Bev. xxii: 12. :

5, ‘Wi believe that Jésus Chuist come {rom - the bo-
som of his Fatbe?, as a wéll quelified agent, to enlight-
ei, reform and #ave from sin and suffering, the whole
wordd of menkind. - We-cherish this Glorious senti-
ment, because Jesus plain'iy ‘affirms, that he - cams,
¢+ 10 seek, and to save, that which wds lost—to heal
the broken-heavted ; to deliver ‘the captivess o ves-
tore sight tb'the blind 3 and foget at liberty them that
are bruised ;7 Bee Luke xii: 10-<IV. I8. We
mlght multlp]y testtmony in suppolt of this sentiment
to a. very great length but we really consider it un-
nacessary, from the fact, that nearly all tehgwus sects
in our couiitry, ave willing now to adrrm. t‘na & unwer—
sahty of the atonement.’”

"6, 'Wa believe that the salvation - which ¥ esus-Ganie
to accomplish, iza salvation fiom sin, dnd of course,
from all its dire(ul’ consequences, . "This we consider
evident, from several dcclaranons which thé word of
‘God contains'y particularly. from Matt. 1. 12, where
the angel of Grod appeared unto Joseph, and: said 3
“ Thou shalt call his ‘nare Jesws; for he shall save
his people from thieir m&ls——and alsd fromi John 1. 29,
whéte John the Buptist says; © Beliold the Lamb of
God, who taketh awdy the sin of the worldy» - |

7. We believe that Jesus will aceomplish the benevs
olent object for which he came into the world—iput &
final end 16 sin, ‘enlighten, reconcile, purify and 'save
the Whole hutian race. The divind testimonies which
serve to establish usin this animating behef; are” so
numerous and direct to the point, that we dre really
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ata loss where fo begin our citations, or which out
of the thousand, to bring forward. We bave room
‘for but few of them, and those few, we hambly trust,
will prove sdtisfactory to the wnprejudiced and can-
did mind." Tni John kit 82, our Lord decidedly af-
firms, I I b lifted ap from the enrth, I wilt draw
" all men utito'rie.”” e was lifted ‘up, both upon the
¢ross, and from the dead; and hence, we have the
‘positive aisuranee ‘that he will draw all mankind to
hiriself. “In John iv. 34, he also says ; ¢ My reat
is, to do the will of him thai sent me, and to finish his
Sworkd - The will "ol God is,’thit of shall be saved
-and' come 1o’ the knowladge of the truth; see 1 Tim.
il ‘4. And the work of God, which Jesus cams to
finish, the:Apostle says, is to ¢ destroy the works of
~ the devil?=to: ¢ reconcilé all things o' God, by the
blood 6f the cross?=—to" % put down all rule, and all
. authority, and all powers™ atid “ destroy the last.on-
- ey, which is deaths?” | And the ‘Apostle further says;
“ When all things shall be subdued unté him; alf
. things réconciled unto- God § every kneef’bi‘oﬁght to
- hawy-and every tongue-fo confess that Jesns is Lord,
- to the: glory: of God ‘the Fnther ;- thén shall be'brought
i0:pass the saying that-is written’; ¢ death iz swal-
" lowed upin victdry 370 death 1 wheve is. thy sting ?
~O-grave! whera'is'thy “viétory ¥* Then, says the
<" Apostle; shialk Chyist# diliver up the kmgdom to God
4 thu Father, zmd (xocl he: cdl i all ?o
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In the precedm g chapter, the reaﬁer has been far-
. n_lshed with:the prominent sentiments which we cher-
- igh, fully believe, and delight to advocate and defend
~the sentiments which constitate the demoralizing
heresy of which we are invidiously and censeriously
accused by the popular religious community, And I
appeal to the reader’s wnprejudiced judgment, whethar
_they are not fully authorized by the instructions ol
.Christ and the Apostles? And allowing . that they
at1e, is it not as great a mystery, why the popular mass
of professed Christlans, should now accuse us of ad-
voceling an absurd and licentious heresy, as it is that
the religions Jews should have aceused- the Apos-
tles of the same thing, when they preached nothing
that wag not contuined in their own luw and Prophets ¢
‘We have, I think, pretty clearly solved that mystery ;
and we will now, according to promlse, a/pply the 8O-
lution to the mysiery before ug. '

Like the -descendants from the sncient. Patriarchs,
the nominal Christian Church, has evidently wanders
ed, step by-step, from the original insiitutions of Chris-

tianity, till it has become bewildered and lost in the
_mazy labyrinths of human inventions and mystical
dogmae. One error after another, hasbeen introdu-
ced, as o pretended imprevement, il but very little
is now recognized, in the laborious creeds and profes-
sions of faith, which are generally received, that bears
any moral resemblance to the Gospel system, as
taught by its illustrious founder and his primitive fol-
lowers, What are the characteristic doctrines, now
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goenerally held tiue and sacred by the great majority
of professed Christiang? We wili name. a few of the
most prominent; - They are, 1. That of the ¢ [Lrini-
ity 3" er three Godsin one God § which teaches that, -
while one is thirsting for vengeance, the ofher two.
are fiiled with eompassion, and using every cffort to
protect the objects of his wrath, from the demands. of
his - vindictive justice. 2. That of * original sin3”
whieh teaches that all mankind sinned in Adam, par-- .
take of his guill, and come into the world under the
curse of his:transgression and folly. 3. That of “in-
finite sin 37 which teaches that one. of the smallest
imaginable sing; either of commission or omission, un-
repented.of before death, will sink the soul in irre- -
trievable and endless woe, while the amalgamated sins .
of & whole world  would do no more. 4. That of
“t yicarious = atonement 3 which tsa(_',_hcés that, by
repentance, we may atany time, shift all our sins, be
they few or many, gigat-or small, from our own souls,
vpon the immaculate Jesus, and escape all punish-
ment due to them, both in time and eternity. 5.
That of ¢ free agency ;” which teaches that every
man possesses the power to thwart the whole design
of Jehovah, both in his ereation and redemption, and
to force his own way up to heaven, ot down to hell, as
his choice may chance to directy - 6. That of ~endless
misery ;7 which teacnes that, notwithstanding God’s -
hatred of sin, and strong desire to ¥ake all his off-
spring holy-and happy ; andnotwithstanding the wise,
and benevolent, and powerful means which he has
deviged, to. destroy- sin and gratify his gracious. de-
sire 3 yet he will in the end, sulfer an infinite disap-
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pointment: in both vespects ;- for ‘sin wxll etema,lly 5.8
ist, and misery neverhave an end!: “
These, gentle reader; are”the present prornment

sentiments embraced in'all” the pepuler religions sys=
toms which prevait in our kberal and enlightened-coun- -
try: ~And now; in all charity and friendly feeling to-
wards those wliom 1 congider 'deceived; and -in. the:
shackles. of érror, permit e’ o ask, if any ‘proper.
evidence in support of any- -one of the abéve seniic
ments;ean be derived from ki originel standards -of -
Ch'risﬁanity‘? " 1f so; what becomes of: those directly...
‘opposite sentiments; the scriptaral truth:ef “which, &
have  demonsteated,; by an: appéal to'the teachings of -
Clirist dnd the Apostles ¥ P assured, déar - reader,
upon the honot of a fricndto thie human race; that Tt
am prepared had Ftimé and véoim; 10 prodace: posi-
tive testimony from the saime exatted sources, direetly
to refute each and’every one of the foregoing fashion: -
able doctrines.” Bat T will close: this’ chwpter In ovder
to ‘makeé mom for‘ nother, nd the Ia.st.

I :,TER v.

From the fomgomg exposmons alid remarks, it
must T think, be seeny and: acknow]edged by the well-
1nformed and unpreg,udmed thatthe dominant véligious -
sects ifour Jand, ar¢ ‘a3 blind 1o the original traths of -
Christianity, as the Jows wete tovthe important “doc-
trities of the liw and the Prophets ; -and thatthey are
governed and directéd in'their religious principles and -
practices, in much the same manner—-—by the unfoun+'
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ded and vain traditions.of the elders. . This being:the
esse, the m _;sm-y, why: % orthodox” Christigns, oppose,
persecute-and :despisé 5 -inisrepreseni, defame and
abuse, Universalist -Christians, is fully and clearly
explained; and I humbly trust, to.the satisfaction of
every- candid reader, who-Joves the trath and approba-
tion:of Heaven,. more than the weak inventions and
hYchrmea.l praises- of sinful men. ‘ '
- And now, kind reader, permit. me to €8y to you,
that the sublime and benevolent truths of primitive:
Chrigtianity;. -are gaining. ground—Ilorced, unnatural
and salfish applications of the Sacrved:Scriptures, are
losing their 'unjust . influence over thehuman. minds
the visionary:and mystified dogmas: thdt have crept
into the ‘institutions: of -our” holy xeligion, during -the
s¢dark -agps™ rof Popéry and -Priestcreft, are:being
graduaily.exposed and. discarded 5 and ihe: fond: hope.
iy entertained; that the-day is not far distant; when.the
Christian religion, .in its primeval purity; will again
florishin the -world, pouring - its unclouded light and
glory upon- thy various ranks and conditions of op-
pressed ‘and efrof-bound humanity, There is'a ve-
deeming spirit abroad. in the earth ; a spirit of anx-
ious-and interested religious inquiry  and the increas-
ing light of -Bcience:is aiding and-encouraging its ex-
wnsion and industry; and may heaven, bless. and
prosper its elevaling and ennobling influenee, till Jow-
ish-traditions, Pagan fables, and: Popish superstitions,
" shall no'moze deceive. the minds, corrupt the morals,
blunt.the sympathies, and alienate -the affections of
those' whe' claim to be the. disciples of the meek, and
humble, and forbearing, and charitable : Son.. of the
Most High. *
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- The argumens and - devélopments embraced: in tho”
foregoing -chapters; may possibly be cousidered by
some, unnecessarily: severe in-their- application: to the
professedly Christian’sects by which we are surroun-
ded ; but be assured, denr. reader, that no.such:thing
has been intended. Lwould notintentionally and need-
leasly; wound the feelings of any individual whd may .
have embraced sentiments "less liboral than my own,:
But it is time to speakiout plainly and pointedly upon
this impoytant sabject:. . ‘While we- do so; however, we.
wish it distinetly undérstood that we entertain the most
friendly feelinga‘towards. dur: misguided :opposers: and
persecutors. - We can-exclaim in almoest-the identical’
language of St. Paul; spoken: in.: réference.to his in-
fatuated and . perséeuting Jewish: brethren-—3 1-could.
wish mysell aceursed from: Christ for my kigemen ac-
cording to the flesh, who.are.spiritual Isvaelites, and to
whom-pertaineth uie adoption, and the glory, and the
covenants, and the giving'of the Gospsl, nnd the ser-
vice of God,-and the promises’”. And-{urther— My
heart’s desire and prayer.to God for the: Christian
Chureh, is, that they :might be saved ; for T-bedr them
record that they have a zeal of God, but not-according
to knowledge : For.they, :being ignorant of . Gods
righteousnicss, -and. going about - to establish: their: own
righteousness,. have not: submitted - themselves. uito
the righteousness of Godi¥. And blessed-be. God, we
have the divine. assurance, that through the efficiency

* of redeeming grace, they shall all ultimately be saved -
with..an everlasting -salvation 3 for it iz written<s
“$God hath concluded them. avy, in unhehef‘, rhat he
'mxght have mércy UPON ‘ALL S e
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In conclosion, I would serigusly recommend the
reader’s unprejudiced attention, to the following decla-
rations of the great' Apostle of the Gentiles.  *¢The
wages of sin is death §-but the- gift of God: ig- eter-
nal Iife, through Jesug Christ-our Lord 37 Rom. vi

3 i For as in Adam alf die 5 even .50 in’ Christ shall
el mude - alive 37 -1 Cor. xv. 22, ¢ Fortho earnest
expectation of the creation *.waiteth for the manifes-
tation . of the sons of God. Fov the ereation was
made stibject to ‘vanity, not willingly; but by reason-of
him who hath subjected the same in hope 3 beeause the.
eveation itself also shall be delivered from.the bondage
ofs.eorruption idto the gloripus” Iilieriy-of the children;
of God, *# * For I.am peisunded, ihat neither death,
nor life; . nor Angels, nor. principalities, ‘hor powers,:
nor- things present, nor things.to -¢ome, nor height,
nor depth, nor ‘any other creature, shall be able lo
separaieius from. the Jove of- (:rod, which is in-Christ
Jegus -ous: Lord?” . Bom, viii. 1921 ;:38,.39. " Tn.
view of this glorious . result of: the Savior’s reigh and
kingdom, I-cannot but exclaim’ with the Apostley
01 the depth of the riches both- of the :wisdom and:
kaowledge -of God ! how -unsearchable - are- lils judg~
mielits; and.his ways past: ﬁ,ndmg puth ® % % Qdeath 1.
where is- thy sting’ - 0. grave ‘where is thy victoryt®?:

o
1 Follow’ the vendeting which Dr. Adam “Clavke has givén of”
tlle Greek term: rendered crﬁature in thia el the ful[omng verses.
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" LEST OF DOCTRINE AND PRAGTCE.
_tm‘_d!."._qur. xm..—ﬁ. .

“Rejmcexh not mm:qmty; but rejoiceth intl
4 CHAPTER T v ci s : :

Whp or what is that, which: re,}mceth not in 1mqurty,
but rejoieeth, in_the, truth? - By congulting the: preces;
ding context, wé shall learnsthat & is-cmanrfy-=that:
lovely: principle whichi < suffereth long and js-kind”-
—=which.¢ is noti easily: provoked”—which:¢ thinketh-
no ‘evilllmeshich ¢ never-faileth,” and which rizes in'
importance. fur superior-té:faith or hepe, - This iéthe-
heavenly péineiple:thet rejoiceth: not-in inigoity; buat:
rejoiceth - in-the “truth.g-and it is called «+¥'the” bond of
perfectness,” witliout whichy no other Christian grace:
or ‘daty can find accepmnca wﬂh G‘rod, whase nature
and name is' love. . C o — o :
No moral prmcsp’le, dver m‘;‘mbe& and: (.ha"nshed by-
the human:mind; can: bel move pite, profitable;: lovely,-
and exalted in its’ nature snd effects;: than.'charity::
Without'it, no individual can biechde: o true practical
Christiany *let his pretensions andrextorngl - appearan~
ces beé what they fay s neither:ean. he:eijoy; the-val:
vable and unnunibered blestings: of that fuith: which:
wotls by love: and-purifies the heart; and ~which was-
anciently dehvered to. the saints, - But~ wilh it; light,
and - lfe, and joy, will spring up continually it every
scene of misfortune, aftiction and sorrow, and the
calm serenity of holy resignation and composure wiil
pervade, afid eldvate, and -happify the whole soul.
It is 2 moral principle which'is as pure as the divine
nature—as universal as ali the animate ¢reation, in its
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benevolent designs—and as lastmg and immutable .a9 .
elernify. . - :

Such, respected reader, is. the nature of- that mghte- B
ousprinciple which-4érejoiceth. not ininiquity:but re-
joiceth in the trath /2 and.ig there a philanthrophist in. .

the wide world, who: will withhold-Lis hearty and sin-
cere.approbation, from a moral principle so exalted, so .

refined, .so godhke, and so pure .. No j.all seets, all

class_es_,.al__l_c\enommauqng of ;'chg;oy}tsts, must _v_n_:-lun- )
tarily:-unite in. extolling:its intrinsic merits, applauding
its-berjevolent exercise, and eulogizing its. invaluable -
worth, and beauty, and. perfection. No wonder that

the great Apostle of the Gentiles, while contemplatmg,
the three.cardinal gualifications pnd moral graces, of

_the'true and faithful disciple. of Chnst, and summing

up their respective importance,. declates, % Now abid-
eth faith, hope, charity.;.these three, but the greatest of
these is. charify ;! for. ‘he " well knew, from _his own_ .
past. expcrience, that all the fanh .and zeal, and exXers
tions in the world;.could avail nathmg in the cause oE‘
religion,. if - charity were wanting.. .

Haoxitig thus. spohen definitely, t’mugh briefly, { in De- :
lation fo, that _exalted ; principle, which is said by an
Apostle, to rejoice not in iniquity, but to yejpice in the -
truth 1 we are now prepared tobring several. iéligimis’.

.and ph1losop‘nca1 systoms of faith and practice to this

test,: by comparing them with this ])I'mclpl" of heaven- -
born charity. If, ontrial; they will abide this test, wa
may. be, conﬁdenﬂy assured, that they are every way :
worthy...of ‘universal aceeptance,. confidence. and.ca-
couragement, . But il they .will . not. abide. this trial, .

we shall., fedl bound by every thmg ‘dear in heaven -
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and on edith ) by truthand conscience, to reject them,
and cast them from us, as the worst and most mis-
chisvous of evils and destrictive besetments ; and for-
ever to- discountendnce and oppese’ them, that they.:.
may inislead-and prey upon the world:no-more, - -
While we pursie the object which we have proposed, -
however, we would’ not be thought unjust censorious
or mwdwus by those who d6 not subscnbe to our gen~
eral views of rehgxous truth 3 ‘for we would, by mo
mealtis. unaecessanly and - knowmgly wound the sen-
sibilities ‘of* any individial who may réad the follow-
ing chﬂpters We sinicerely vespect the persons and
: i‘celmgs of out brethren of every faith and creed, and -
would not wish, by any unréagonable or “improper
remarks, to excite their enmity, pre3ud1ees or ill-will-
towards us, or the doctrine we rejoice in- advncatmg 5.
for in such’ a cotirse, charily would not rejoice, and -
hence, it would certainly be unca.lled for. and-evil—it
would be an uningenuous ceurse. - But.to proceed
with the subject beéfors us, we “would remark ‘
1. From the very morning of -¢crention, there have
- been such things in the world a5 religious persectition,
zntokrance and; cruelly, And- they have been sanc-
tioned, Justlﬁed and placnccd by thase whe have beer
looked up to-by the great mass of .mankind, as their:
spiritual fa.th@ls, instriictors: and exampies. Yes; rea~
der, we may go’ back in'outr reflections, to the sunny
brightness and peace of .ancient Eden; and there we
behold the family altar and the sncr ifice, as évidences:
of that religious hattive, which mat originally posses~-
sed, and that Teligious woiship ‘which mankind were-
thus ‘early taught’io practice and enjoy beferé their
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_ great and good Creator and Father. And there, too,

in o short time after the ereation of our first parents,

..we behold thesullen and morose Cam ﬁ]iod with jeal.

‘ousy, envy aud persecuting. w1ath Aowards his in-

_offensive and unsuspeciing brother. ; ral-smg the Fata! :
- Weapon in crusl Vengence, to put an end to his vie-

tous .existence ;.and all becausg the - sacrifice of

- Abel was. more acceptab[e to (xod than his. .Could

the holy and ,benevolent.pmnmp_le_. pf c_:hmj]ty have re-

. joiced in the exercise of such a basbavous spirit, and

in such harsh and unfeeling conduct? Al will an-
swer i the negahve, \wthout one moment’s reflec-

. tion,

But, in pursumg the sub«u.at, we ma)- again contem-
plate the rash and malevolent dourse puzaued by King
Suul, towards the youthful and generdus David, who

‘was_hever conscious of giving his soverei gn the léast

provoeation, and who, an sund:y accasions, presez ved
his life when it was in his power to deprlve ‘him of it

- at once, and thereby gratify the. spirit of retaliation

.and reven ges whicl, however, dwelt net.in his youth-
ful breast. They were both ostensslb]y engaged in

_ mamtammg "the” honor of Ged, and p:omotmg the

prosperity of the church and nation. ~ But the conduet
of Saul was gulded by a mhgwus zeal which’ partook
lﬂrgely of the spirit of perseeutmn, intolerance and

" cruelty, and as it will be umvelsally adm:tted, that

‘his course of‘ moml conduct did hot harmomze wnh

1ﬂ“th1nketh no
ewl,” it "was mzqultous in’ the extreme, and- Justly

“fherited that severe cbasusement whxch it recexved

Trom the hand nfthe SQVB}‘EJgD of f:he umverse. Th is,
all will admit; ™ L2
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uve means ﬂnd enforced by 1he m1ghty energles‘_of
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In discoursing ‘Tarther +upon this subject, we would

: directtlie readeér’s attention to the course of - practice,
" 50 zealously pursued by the spiritial teadérs of the
"*nomma‘l chumh, from the time of the’ first Council of

Nice, (whlch was called for'thé purpose of framing o

“religious ‘creed, and of ‘adopting- the mnst efficient
means of defending and euforcing it,) to ‘the Refor-

ination under Martin- Luther. - During “this lohg

© period of tlme, meludmg about twely¢ hundred years,

‘an ‘ingenious” system of - mtolemnce, 1)1oof]y per-

'secutmn, unholy tyranny and reckless cruelty § a
‘systern which was altéred, modifiéd, and revised, fom

time to time, as the cxrcumstances of the church

"‘were supposed to require, was kept xn force by pains

and, pem)lues, whlch must cause E thnil of horrm

" and “astonishment to pervade the souls of thie reﬂec-
. ting and benwolent of evsry class a.nd sect in Chiris-
) tendom -

The pro;ector and nursmg-father oi‘ the a.bove sys-

tem, wa.s Consta_ntme, surnamed lhc (Jreat, who was a

'"'then' appa“mg arid sable Tatinet ¢ m’er the w'holénwex— :
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tenit of the civilized' world, - And all this'was 1mp1ous-
ly denominated Cheistianify, and itslegiiimate fruits !

But, is.there to be perceived.-in-alt this; -one" par 1(‘-13
of that benevolent prmciple of .charityy whlch réjoices
not in iniquity, but vejoices dn the truth 3 By no
means ! And yet, how. many thousdnds - there - -bre,
even now, who revereacd the above sysictas as this Jo~
gitimate offspring -6f heaven, and the all-pervadmg
essence of the réligious perfectien and g]ory of* “the
mother church”—the “ church of Chiist?” - No'wons
der that the time alluded to, has sinée been called by
historians, the ¢ron, and Teaden age{ - But wb tust
close this chapter, and pursue'the subjeet still -farther
in:the next, in which we shall show, that notwith-
stguding the Heformation and soveral other ¢ireums
stances, charify has as yet, but very little reason 1
refoice in the theories and practlces of rellglous prc-
fessors. - - : : S

CHAPTER IT,

1n pursuing the subject embraced in these numbers,
we remiark 1 In the order of- that Divite Providence,
which:ever watehes over the destinies of - {rail and im-
parfect man, with a vigilant éye; a bright star appeared
in-the moral horizon, the inAuence of whose extend-
ing lustre, spread with the-astonishing rapidity of light
from the rising sun of natural day, and gradually dis-
pelled.the thickness of that:darkness which hady for
centuries, so-completely. overspread *the - religions
world. . That star was the magnanimous and intrepid

B
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Reformer, Martin Luther, who,. becoming - disgasted
and pained. to the very heart, st the excessive abuses
which he ‘witnessed, .- more - parhculmly while ‘on -a
visit,:or mission, to Rome, and in pursuing the wii-
tings of the -unfortnnate John Huss, who was - inhu-
manly burned at the stake, by the ecclesiastical sonn-
eil-of:Constance, in 1416, was compeiled, by. the loree
ol reason, humanity and conscience, publicly to re-
nounce, and denounce, the reckless and _extravagans.
gbsurdities of Popery. .; This gave rise to a vehement
captroversy, the result of which was, théexcommunis

cation.of Luther from the Roman Catholic Chuvehs by
the: Pope; ... Hig reforming principles: spread with the
sapidity. .of -thought, thteugh: Germany. - He-was pro-
tected, however, from Popish vengearics, by the Elec-
tor of .Baxony.and, other benevolent Prifices; and long
before Iiis-death, which teok place in 1548; he had'the
gatisTaction te see hin doctrines talking such deep root
in the public mind, that no earthly power would be

. able to eradicate or suppress them.

But the constitwion of human nature is such, that
‘men will, too ofien, *choose darkuess rather than
light 52 and. it js.evidently because .their. general con-
diet tends 1o deeds:. characterized more with evil than
with': good : for, notwithsianding a. reformation: had
been, in 4 -good-degree, effected,. throngh. the. instru*
mentality ..of Luther. and-hi§ associates,: and the
shotking impropyieties and errors ‘of 4 the mother
church,” in -a great measure: exiposed, -refuied;’ and
overcome-—notwithstanding .. the -spirit.of ‘liberel :and:
pare- Christianity-bad - began to-exhibit its native 6~
cellence and beauty, and. assert its long: suspended
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reign-over the hearts: and the consciences of :men-
still;. the pride- and . ambitiofy of the human mind are.
such, that the deceptive. alluzements of. self-intorest,
power and. popularity; so{ar operated. upoty the: adhe-
ronts.to.the Protestant cause, that but.n few years of.
p%bépexity werp permitted to. pass.away, before the
secular:arm must be thrown.around the ecclesiastical;
estabhshments, to profect,, éncourage .and strengihen,
thems -And, then, the matare; anthority and .accept-
anceof the national and religious creed, wore.defined,.
s‘mcttoned and enforced, by tha king: and his council,-
and. liberty ol conscience, of speech, of action; and. af' :
the. press, effectuaily suppressed. _Hence, the noble.
spirit of charity, which seemed, to -+ rejoice’. over the
apparent, downfall of ignorance::and iniquity. in.. the.
commencement of the Reformation, was soon dressed,
in the sable vestments, of, mourning,: lamentation and
sorrow, at the painful sight of -that intolerance, bigot-
TYs. and -siperstitious . unfeeling persecutmn, which
c,qr:r_:pgal:[ed the oppresged and abused fathers of our
beloved :country, to, hazard their .fortunes and their
lives upen the: tréacherpus bosom. of the expansive
voean; and .to.take up their abode in the then, howling
and:sayage Wilderuess of America——angd all, that they
might- enjoy the. natural. right of. governing .their.
own domestio aff'atrs, ﬂnd worsh:ppmg God in s man-
wor which. their .own. .consciences dictated,  where:
no ruthless. mtmder could Jegally molest .them,
" or.menace. them wmh bamshment, imprisonment .or.
death, Lo -

Who, now ,c.an beheve, or wmﬂd contend that the
:ao_nd_uqt of . those religions c,hqracterﬁ alluded to in. the.
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foregoing sketch;: was dietated by, or way in aceord-
anco with, the wpirit-of - that - “charlt} # gwhich & e~
deeth‘ mobis: miqmty, bat re_}mceth in'the truth» —aud
thdt “thmketh no evil2Y - 'We Kave now arrived” at.
: th&t"[mrrorf ‘our.siibject, where it beeomes necessary
that the above question should be’ candidly answered
in‘the mind of ‘every individual, But-we will forbear-
to présy the queéstion, (or Theré ean: bé but one rationak
answer to it; and it thds 14 Np gne will thas. believe;
ordohtend.” Yeés; all voices ini- thIS favorad latid wilk
umite- hanuomously 16 reprobatmg in the strongest
terms, thig unf’eelmg, iniqititous. and barbirions prac-
tlces of* those religious desparadoss). and legal-churehs
aupporbers, both’ Catholicd snd: Pi'otesta’ﬂts, whose-
united “miotto e\ndentlyt was, “the end justzﬁes the
means,” : ‘ :
“The matier under conmdemtmn being thius farset~
tled and disposed of, as We'trst, to'the satisfaction of
all, we will how proceed’ one step farther in the prog-
ross of our homble' design: * We will now, in retro-
specf ‘¢ross the Atlantic, and taihgle for ‘a féw ‘mor
meénts with those venerable futhers, who wete driven:
from their soil, their friends and theix homel, by the
detésted ' intolefance and inhuman’ barbanty of their
gpiritual lords dnd tesk-masters. ~ And we wili also
take ' into ‘consideration, the- religious course” puraved
by those fathers and their decendants, down to tiie:
presenf, time, so . far as rehg:on is’ concermed,; witha
view to ascertain whether the prineciple of that chari-
ty which is the only true test of religious doctrine
aid practme, has been, and is, cherished -and encour-
aged awiong the religions mhabuants of “our own fa-
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“yored-ind l'n'uc:h+luVé’d*'&;:or.iuf,ryL-'" This-¢ourss of pro-
‘sédiire will niot e censurod “nor ohjdeted 1, by ‘any
‘reﬁﬂ@ér’]’ﬂb‘le"pé@'éo'n,‘f who' loves the' truth- better ilfan
ertor, ahd who Wwould wish ‘tf)' profmoté vit‘ttge' and-diss
courage viee—who would extend the itifliierics of'char-
“ity,-and check the spredd: of iniquity—and' therefore,
we shall not expect to incar the- displeasure’ er. il will
bif any ofour 1'eshected-'f?fic:fers. S L
© How was ivwith tle Puritah- fathers of “New:Eng-
land ? . Bid they in the exercise of theis edolesiasti-
‘el -fimctiﬁns,- and in-thé:di'sc}harge-oﬁ what they con-
“gelve tobe their-religious’ dfuties;'ex'hibi't-a;ny'igreat de~
gree ‘more of that charity which: * rejoices not in in-
iguity” than was manifested towards them. by their
transatlantic persecutors ¥ It is evident. that they did
not 3 and the unmefr_c;ifu]k_g;xd,_intolerant‘ manner in
which they treated the Baptisis and inoffensive Qua-
kers, who could not be induced-to.adopt the ‘coniract-.
ed creed of the Gensvan- réformer, and- whe were.
anxious to enjoy the inalienable right 'of'--wo'f:s'liipfjfi;ng-
their God a5 seemed-fo them niost consistent ‘with the
Scriptures, stands upon 'the historie page in‘indispu-
tablé’ attestation of the fact; ‘They were ‘éruel” and
unrelenting in’ thejr perseciting zeal for the citensi-
ble Lionor and-glory of* ke Redeemer’s kingdom, and
they industriviisly practised those Very enobriities,
which they so much deprecated ang condemned in
their fdreign religions and ecclesinstica] tyrants !
~ Thers s, howaver, one rédeeming\cohsfderaﬁon in
their case, and it should not be overlooked, for they
should. certainly receive all the credit dpe’ them
They had been reared and:educated under the ‘tetent,
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influence of - a tarbulent, hostde and persecuting spirit
and an intolerant example ; and therefore, their mo-
tives in whet they afterwards: rhq* were ev1den1,]y not
.5 corrept and barbareus s their conduct would evinee
them o bave been. .. But, that their religious. career
was strangely incongistent.with.the exalted and refined
prineiples-of Christian forbearance, beneyolence and
charity, it would be rank folly and presumption lo-de-
ny.or, aftempt. tosevade 5 hence, it must he rcgarded;
as. iniquitousand disgraceful!  * -

How. far, then,. do- we;. their. descendants, mntate
their. uncharitable and mtolerant -examples T - This.
question we- wilk endeavor to-angwer. .in. our next
chapter.

. ep——

OHAI‘TER IIE

We have just: glanced at several c1rcumstances in:
the history-of thiat moral practice, which infatuated re-
Jigiomsts hove too:(fequently indulged, for the honor.
“of God and. the. good of mankind. And Tastly, we
Tave, briefly all‘hded to the mtolersmk and’ exclugive
course of condoet: pursueci by our Puman fathers. of
'New-Englaud And, permit:us now to. make the im-
portant iuquiry = How far do we, their descendunts,
',1m1tate the 1n1qu1inus exemple of those we have allu
ded to ? . Ave there any among us at the present day,.
wha' look with supercilieus contempt upon their
neighbors of another creed?  Arte there any who
withhold the hand of Christian: fellowship from those
./wh(ﬁsa moral characters are- unexceptmnable, sxmnly )
-beca.use they do not ‘adopt the same religions views in
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all thelr lengthand breadth ¥ Are there any, who,.
like the self-righteous Jews-of old, are:determined to-
have no dealings with their -Bamaritan neighbourse~-
- who_misrepresent, slander and abuse those- by whom:
they. are; surrounded, and who do: not, attend theis
chureh, support {heir mindster, ndr-smmtion with ex~
Pressions-of approbation, their theories and. exclostve
conversation .and ‘practices.?- Are there-any. whose
-appearances. indicate- that they would cheerfully, and
wantonly, and _unce) emoniously deprive others of the
civil and rellgloua privileges, which our yovernment-
,guarantees to aii its snbjscts, and - trample into anni-
hilation that clause in-our national law which gives-
eyery -individual the privilege of_bel_t_emng,and Wor=
shipping-according to the ‘requirements . of that moral
systom of faith and practice which: he.considers mosi
in accordance. with the voice of reason and the teachs
ings of Divine Revelation ; .and instead - thercof, fas-
ten a yoke of spiritual bondage and mental slavery up-
on our necks, that neither they nor their fathers were:
able or willing to bear ¥ .If there are.any such mis~
guided individuals among us, and they imagine them-
se}vfgs governed by the .true epitit of heavenly wis-
dom and pure. benevolence, ‘are: they not laboring
under an. egregions and ruinous migtake ¥ And are
th'e'y'not also in the daily pragtice: of ghat, which they
and their fathers so deeply lamented and ‘beartily
condemned in. their forelgn inquisitors, task-masters,
‘and ruthless tormentors.? | Most assuredly they are,
23 a blind man. Wpu_ld.pgrqewe._ And it requires : not
“the penetration of & Franklin to .discover that sugh
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things are wholly - inconsistent ‘with the exalted, and
holy; and impartial principles’ of that Chiristian charity
which- “¢-rejoices not: in ‘iniquity.”

-~ Chatity, o8 we have seen; is Jind, forgiving, foi-
bearmg, meréifaly jost, and dnostentations 3 it ¢ be-
Yieveth nll' things, hopéth all “things, endureth ali
things; and never faileth’” Youmay find'a perfect
exemphﬁcanon of this greatest- of Christian- virtues
in the ‘patient lamb-like.life, and impartial conduct of
the Redeémer.: ¢ He ' wentsbout doing good;” coni-
‘versing whth the illiterate, relieving the wants of the
sorrowful-and the distressed, associating’ * with-pub-
licans and sitiiers™ for ‘their improvement nnd moral
-good; and setting ¢ at liberty those ihat-wege’ Yraigsd.”
~Yes; snd even ipon the cross, his impartial kindness,
forbearance and mércy did not forsake hiin ; he raised
his voice in ferventprayer to his Father for the for-
“giveness of his: unrelentmg persecutors and cw.el mur-
‘derers’t oo - -

- Render, here ave examples- of Christian . conduct,
‘perfectly worthy of universal admiration and imita-.
tion ; ‘and how uiited, piosperous and happy would
‘the religiéus. world be; were all'to “ go-and do like-
-wise™- The spirit of charity would then pervade
every heart, sndeharaclerize svery act—every feel
ing of the soul. Let-us analyze™ tlie *principles of
moralconduct by which we are governed i our reli-
.gious career, with the special view of ascertaining "
. whetlier we-are in the pleasant-path- of wisdom and
virtus, Or in the-broad road of error; superstition and
-sin. Tt is important that we should immediately set,
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about ttiis examination, and purge ourselves of ‘every
propensity, desire and practice, that harmonizes not
with the true spirit: of ‘primitive- Cheistianity, aa-dis~
played: in. the- deily conduet. of-our’ Divine:Master .
ever remembering . that: «charity rejvices: not in ini+
quity”——but ¢ suffereth long and is kind? -

In concluding this chapter, wé would. remark; that.
ITo gystem-of ieligious theory.can -beof mueh, if any;.
benefit to the world: of mankuid, unless it be reduced
to-practice. And, 'the more elevated -and - pure the.
system of religion. which we embrace is; if, ithe mot -
thus. reduced to-practice, the mere eriminal amdieuls
pable.is its professor and supporter. -This sentiment
is - fully sanctioned by ot Savier who says, “He
that knoweth. his. master’s. will-and doeth it ‘not, shall
be.beaten with, many . stripes:j.but he that: knoweih.
not. his master’s will, and committeth’ things - wmthy of
stnpes, shall be beaten with few?” . -

-Readér, as. * fove'ls the fulfilling of tha law” and
¢ the end of the commandment is charify,’’ let naturn
out the old leaven.of* the self-righteous and censorious
Pharisee, walk in:the light and life of that: religion.
which teaches us *“to do 'justly, love merey, snd:
walk huwbly before Ged?” Then will our days e
spent in peace, and our exit from the. shores.of. mor=
tality be triumphant and glorious ! Then will:char-.
ity ¢ rejoice’” in our lives and“in our moral con-
duet, and surround:our heads with a halo of glory
that shall never pass away, or iade in its meﬂ'a.ble brll-
hancy B '
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Our next ob;ect in these nambcrs wﬂI be “to- shnw
what that “truth® must be, which ¢ charity’’ rejoices
in; for the text informs us,wot oiily that itirejoices
not- i iniquﬁy. but that it ¢¢ rejoices dn the truth.,” “In
our foregoing observations upon. the subjeet, of those
things. in which. charity can never rejoice, 'we- have
confined:lour remarks-to moral: praclices; and “this
course.was deeméd advisable.as.we-were treating ipon
that part- of . the ‘text which suysy that:charity ¢ fejoi-
ceth not:in iniquity*? . We shall now speak more par-
ticularly of. moral theordes, as it will be our.design in
what followsy to detérmine from the-test, or rule laid
doswn above, which, but-of the several moral systems
inculcated and defended among us, is Younded in Di-
vine -+« Truth,” . And it. may ke well:to.observe. hare,
that the: truthy allided to in the text; is e be vader-
stood in the light of moral or religious truth; :

=And now, while we préceed with our remarks and
Hustrations; the reader will be careful to remernbior
the nature of that.charity: which. is to serve asthe
grand test by which-to try the systems which we shal}
bring forward 3. else our labor will be lost, and exror
will. triumph over. that truth whiel” maketh free—
And. further - he. will not forge!, that any system of
religion:-ov. philosophy, dn which ¢harity does el re-
joice, should notbe received as a sysleny of: «truth 7
foreharity. & rejometh in the truth;”- and -in nothlng
85 ‘or-more- - EERAN

1. There is a 1e[1g10us system in existence among
us, that lays strong and very high elaims to popular
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favor, as well as divine origin and authority—a sys*
tem which teaches, among many other corresponding
things, that thousands, nay, millions of the human’
family, who are acknowledged to be the offspring of
(od, and t6 have been croated in his image, will ultis-
mately he deomed by the God who made them; and
the Savior who suffered and died upon the cross to’
redeern and save. them, to saffor infinitely and end-
lessly under the unabating influence of divine wrath
and : fury—that- Jehovah fully and perfecily knew’
when ‘he made them, and Jesus when hé: gave himsclf
for .them - that, ‘through the instrumentality of that
moral agency which characterizes their —ﬁmtu‘r’é, ‘this’
would be their horrible and ineviiable end, " This ter-
rific notion: is,-withoat doubt, : honest]y ‘embraded by
the great majoiily of professed- Christians ; and- ‘they
evidently. recognized .it-as being ‘founded -upon and
firmly established in the:revealed: truth of Heaven. i<
And we would; by no méans, eall o (uéstion  the mo»-
tives, or the mioral characters.of ‘those Wwho unfortu-
nately .adopt:and fabor to promulgate this fearfil ‘and -
cruel senfimezt ; for among them Wwe m:ght uimber
many of the most worthy; and’ respectabla, and ‘be-
nevolent members of society -around ‘@s; = But the
great and momentous- queation” is; does charity, that
endearing, impartial and universal prificiple 6f ¥ peace
on.earth and good will towards men,” “really ‘¢ re~
jeice™ inithe progpect of such’s painful result of the
divine- economy, or’ in the mature: of that supposed
{ruth” which embraces sucha heart—rendmg catas-
trophe ¥ - :
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_That.we may not be accused,-however, of treating -
the ! subject unfairly or -unjustly, we will present the
pnpulat sgntiment alluded to in the precise language’
of one of iits fizst- and most renowned advocates and '
defenders. - 'We allude ‘to the celebrated’ Tertallian, -
who flonrished.in the comimencement of the 3d centu-
ty. -Andthat the dogtrine irquestion:is docidedly- op-
posed to. ‘the prineiple and the exereise of charity, is
sufficienily demonstrated in the feelings which muw
‘have drawn forth the language which we are about to
presest: from the writings-of this gigantic defender of
the: supposed Christien faith, - ,Hexe follows the poarar
graph in question:: :

. In allusion to-the Pagans and theu- re]ngwus ‘wor-
shtp and. conduet, he says—*& You are fond ‘of your

. spectacles. - There dre - other spectacles—that day

‘dirbelieved, derided by the nations——that last and-eter-
nal ddy of judgment, when. all ages shall be swal-
lowed. up. in one .conflagration-—what' o voriety of -
spectacles shall then appear!. How shall 1 admire !
howlaugh ! how explt! when I behold somany kings,
worshipped as gods in heaven, togethor with Jovs him-
self, groaning in.the lowest.abyss of darkness l-—so
wmany magistrates, who persecuted ths nams of the
Lord, liquifying in fiercer-flames than they cver kin-
dled against Christians] sp. many sage philosophers,
blushing in rsging fire, with theiv echolare whom they
persuaded to despise (God, and disbelieve the resur-
rection f—and so many  poets, -shuddering before the
tr\bunas, not of Rhadamanthus, tet of Minos, but of
the dishelieved Christ! Then shall wa hear the -tra-
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gedians more tuneful under their own sufferings—then
shall we see the players more sprightly amidst the
flames—the charioteer all red hot in his burning ear,
and the wrestlers hurled, not upon the accustomed hst,
but on a plain of fire 117

Buch, reader, is the relish with whichthe rchgwus(*)
spirit of the pious(?} Tertullian dwells upon the im-
morial miseries of the ¢ damned in hell.” And whe,
that has not a heart of adamant, can suppose for a
moment, that he penned the abeve paragraph under
the influence of that charity which ¢ endureth all
things,” and thinketh no evil”-—which * rejoiceth ot
in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth¥®? I he had
possessed the mild and God-like soul and feelings of
him who laved his enemiss and prayed for his mur- -
derers on the -cross, could he have been inclined to
lough, admirve, and exult in the horrible prospect of the
censeless torments of those ignorant heathens, who
believed no less in endless woe than he did, and whose
moral feelings could not have boen more rancorous
and reckless towards him, thon his were towatds them ?
O, no, it would have been- impossible | - He would,
-in - imitation of Jesus, have loved those who ‘hated
him, and prayed for the divine blessing to "rest upon
thoge who despitefullv used &nd persscuted him.—
He would have happily realized that Jows, and not
hatred, was the fulfilling of the law of God, and hoped
for their conversion, whlie he labored te accom-
plish it.

Suppose, dear reader, that you were doomed i in the
divine mind and economy, as ths ultimate result of

G
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" that.* free agency,’ which is so much boasted of ir
these “days; to take up your unalterable and endless
abode, and wtithe,- and groan in unutierable agony,
in that fancied «“inke” whose conswming flames shall
continue endlessly raging, and yet, never consume ox
destroy your soul! If sueh an evént should ever e .
realized by you, all will readily acknowledge that is
was from all etertiity embraced in the iruth of God,
Now supposé that this awful truth were fully revealed,
not- only - to you, butto-your neighbors also would
. you consider thosé around you, who were made ac-

-quainted with this eternal “ truth,” and who should at

- once unite -in laughing, éxulling and rejeicing in pros-
pect of its.accomplishment,, as acting under the influ-
-ence .of that charity which ® rejoiceth in the: truth’
and ¢ thinketh vo ovil”? . Utterly impossible ! - You
would consider yourself surrounded by a collection of
« pEMonNs” from the pit of that ¢ Aell” which you an-
._t1c1pa.te_ as your finul residenge ! Then you cannot
rationally suppose that such a doom awaits any hu-
man bemg 3 for the same arguraent that will apply in

_your case, would apply with equal force and justice,
in any and every case. And further—if such a doem
does await any individual of the human race, that
doom wag *“truth” from. al[ etermt.y and if cha.nty
spejoiceth in the truth,” as our text declares, then

' éharlty must_ rejoice in the prospect of such a doom !
This would surely transform the benevolent and ado-

“rable piineiple of elarity into those dlsgustmg and
disgraceful monsters, malevolence and. cruelty/ than
‘which nothing could be farther from the true spirit of
‘philanthrophy and pure Chrlstmmty
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It may be _pretty clearly seen from the foregomg
remarks which are contained in our previous chap-
ters, that the cruel senument of interminabie sifféy-

©ing, is wholly incansistent with divine truth, from the

simple fact, which must be admxtted by every ration-
al and informed mind, that t‘m exalied and reﬁned_
punmple of ehar:.ty can never refoice in the unend-,'
ing miseries which the docirine in qucsuon c@ntem-
plates. . i .
Before we Ieave thls part of‘ our suhject, however
we will noticehe language of a more modern divine
relative to the sentiment in questlon. 1 allude to'the
celebrated Savren, Ina sermon on Rev. xiv. 11, he
says : ¢ The Holy Spivit conducts us to- day in a road
different from that in which be formerly led the He-
brews ; and, to address you propexly, we must
change the orde1 of St. Paul’s words, and say, ‘Ye
are nof come unto wount Zion, and unto the city of
the living God, the heavenly Jerugalem: but ye ere
* % % % comounto a burnmg Jire, unto blackness,
and daﬂmess, and tempest ! We are gomg to place
before your eyes elernity with its abysses, the Jiery
lake with its fhmes, devils with' their rage, and hell
with its horrors.” Neo wonder that Saurin was un-
der the  necessity . of transposing both the language
and sentiments of 8¢t. Paul, in his attempts to portray
the flames and -horrors .of his .imaginary hell; but

- it 4s m little surprising that he should have the frank-

ness lo acknowledge that he was under the necessity
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of ¢changing the ovder of St. Paul’s words,” &c.,
in order to enforce the dectrine ho wished to promul-

gaie.
Baihe proceeds : + Gireat God | suspend for a few

moments the small siill veice of thy gospel | 1 Kings
xix. 12. For'a few moments lot not this auditory hear
the church shouting Grace, grace unte 6! Zech. iv. .
Let the blessed angels that assist in our assemblies,
for 2 while leave us to attend to the meseries of the
damned {1 speak Titerally 3 I wish those’ miserable
hemgs could show you for a moment the we!ght of
“iheir chains, the voracity of their flames, the stench
of their smoke'! Happy ! ifstruck with these fright-
ful oblects, we imbibe a holy horrof, and henceforth
oppose against all our temptations the words of onr
text, ¢ The smoke of their torment asccndeth up for-
ever and ever”

I bave thus given from Tewtunmn and Saurin.an
outline of the doctrine under examination ; and what
individual can suppose for a moment that such reli-
gious views are in accordance with that charity which
¢ rejoiceth in the truth”? Even Baurin himself, in
order to preach ihe sentiment, perverts the Scriptures,
and acknowledges that he is under the necessity of
laying aside the ‘¢ gospel of God's grace,” in pre-
paring himself to ‘preach it and his congrega,tmn to

hear it,
But'we will dismiss this part of our subject, by sim-

ply remarking, that, as-charity csn never rejoice in
such. a sentiment, it is - mamfesﬂy inconsistent with,
and altogether contrary’ to ¢“ the truth,” for ¥ c'mnty
rejoiceth in truth.”
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But there is another system,that is by many, sup-
posed to be consistent-with the moral fitness of things,
and which, as we fully believe, derived ifs existenge
from the manifost absurdities unjustly paimed. upon
the Christian -Religion by those who have perverted
its principles and clothed its teachings in tho sulphu-
reous vestments of wroth, malignity and falsehood .~
The freezing and gloomy system to which we now
allude, teaches the total .extinction: of all conscious
existonce in the dissolution of the corporeal frame—
that when the organization becomes deranged, or decay-
ed, the mind at once ceases and remains forever extinct,
This system as-well as the foregoing, is believed in
and advocated by many of the mest worthy and up-
right individuals that we have among us. - We do not,
therefore, question their motives' or their sincerity ;
but we 'do seriously question’ the correctness of their
views of moral truth.  And we question it upon the
rational ground, that the benevolent and philanthro-

pie principle of -love, or charity, can never rejoice in

such a painful result of the divine economy. -~ We all
have more or less of this divine principle incorporated
into our moral natures and constitutions.  And it is
this which causes us to shudder at the. intruding
thought, that-when we’ follow ‘our dearest {riends and
relatives {o the dreary grave, and consign theit to-the
society of corruption and worms, they .are perished
forever, and shall mever live again—that we shall
never see them more, nor ehjoy their happy society.
F'rom this and ‘many other corrssponding considera-
tiong, we have abundsit reszons to discard the system,
*a
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as unirie and unprofitable, and direcily caleulated to
ctush all the fond hopes and anticipations of future.
life and-biiss, without which, charity would receive ne
nourishment:.from the unalterable truth of God, and be
left to perish with its own exercise, ns it is morally
ceftuin tirat the charity of which we are speaking, and
which we have selected as the grand test of doetrine
and practice;%can never  rejoice” in the annihilation
of conseious existence, which such a philosophical sys-
tem holds forth as ¢ truth.” - .

A continuation of the lives of those we Tove, [ hesi-
tate ot 1o ussert, s the ardent.desive of all intelli-
gent -nature ; and it is o charftable feeling which
prompts and nourishes lhis worthy desive.  Charity,
therefors, cannot rejoice in coniemplation of an end
which thwarts.its. own ardent desirgs and olerpally
prevents their accomptishment ;. for then would char-
ity act.in direct opposition fo its own nature, nnd ceuse
to-be charity. - Mow, a system which teaches the to-
tal annihilation of conscious being, certainly destroys
the.fondest anticipations and exercises of that heaven-
1y principle of chazity, against:which, as the most ex-
alted. principle -of human nature, even. the. skoptic
dare nof-open his mouth, ‘ '

We are willing to. admit, that anmh;latmn is aito—
gether preferable to.cerseless damnation, and this is
evidently the main reason why, so many turn. the dan-
gerous. somersel {rom the system which. teaches the
lagt, to that which teaches the first. But we could
hearuly wish that every. skepuc would search d1l1gent-
1y with a view to find a medinm course which wm,dd
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justifly him in believing the fruth -in which chari-
ty exults and rejolees—*¢ Yo shall belisve tae truth,
and the truth shall make you free”—free from doubis
—free from. fears—free from destructive ‘errors ! —
This is what: all desire, it is what all need—then why
should we any longer ‘““spend our meoney for that
which is not. bread, and our labor for that which
satisfieth not?’ - ¢ Come now. and let us reason fo-
gether, saith the Lord.? . Truth is. above all things
desirable ; and thank God, we are.furnished with
& fouthstorre which will infallibly guide us in our
search for it—we allude to ihe principle. of-heavenly
charity, -

When we find a system: of theolngy in. which
this prineiple can reslly rojoice, - in coutemplation of
all. its parts and particulars, you may rest assured
that there is nothing.in.it contrary to the truth of
God. " T o :

CHAPTEL VI

In the fi oregomg chiapters, wo have briefly sxamined
thé popular course of conduet pursued by religiopists
in their.spiritual zeal for the promotion and-defence
of what they are pleased to call religion ; and so far
ag its practical tendency is eoncerned, iniquity ; intele
erance and  eruelty, have éver.been the result, from
the days of Cain up to.the present{ime. Hence, by

. the rule Iaid down.in the first:part of our fes, it ig

per{ectly safe to concliude that those numerous sys-
tems of religion, which have generally obtained ameng
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mankind, are wrelchedly defective, and palpably in-
consistent with -the_true. principles of Christianity ;
for charity, which is ¢¢ the end of the commandrment,”
und on. which “bhang all the law and the prophets,”
“rrejoiceth not in iniquity.” We. have also briefty
examined the charactpristic features of two moral
systems, which ever have been, and still are, most
commonly embraced. throughout” Christendom 3 and
by the doctrinal test which is embraced in'the second
part of our texf, we have seen that they are both foun-
ded in error, g they are directly caleulated to Bl the

benevolent soul with grief, lamentation and sorrow,

rather than joy end consolation ;3 which fact, elearly
proves, that those systems which exhibit the features
‘aliuded to, are unfounded in the < truth” of Geod; for
charity érejoiceth in the truih.’”  Here, then, we leave
those things of which we have spoken.

But there is a religious doctrine revealed in the Bi-
ble which we have not yet hrought to the test estab-
lished in our text—one which has never oblained a
very great degree of popularity in the world, although
it was revealed to man in the very morning of creation.
We will proceed to state semie few of the rost prom-
inent featuves of this doctrine, and then bring it to the
dest, And if any thing in which this doctrine can ré-
sult, proves:to be incompatible with the exalted princi-
ple of ¢ ckmiy,” then.casy it t1o the moles and the
batd,” and raise the- ery of ¢“heresy ! licentiousness !
and daminable. delusion™ against it ! - Bat, en the con-
trary,-if, tn every view we ean take of:it, it proves to
be a theme in-which charity the most prirve, can. # re-
joiee,’* then let it be received, cherished; supported
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and praciised as ““the truth” of Heaven—the elsvator
and purifier of the human mind. :

The religious system to. which we now allude, teach~
es; 1, the love of God to all mankind 3 2, that God is
the Father of all § 3, thatoll men are brethren 3 4, that,
e had a definite design in the creation of man; B, -
that that design was in accordance with the purity of -
his nature, and will cever be thwarted, but will be
fully and perfectly executed ; 6, that Jesus Christ iz
the Son of God-—the head of every man, and the Sa-
viorof the worlds 7, that all power was given into
his hand for the express puipose of accomplishing, as
a mediator, the will of- God, - Which- is, that all men °
should be saved, and come unto the knowledge of the
trath 38, that the wicked shall be duly and equilably
chastised for all their sing, and the virtuous rewardsd
for all their. labors ; 9, that ultimately, sin shall be fin-~
ished, transgression come to an end, death of every
kind be effectually destroyed, Jesus the Savior of the
world, ses of the travail of his soul and be satisfied,
every knee be brought to bow, and every tongite to
swonr, sayibg, In the Lord have I righteousness and
sirength 3- 10, that all who die in the earthly nature
shall be made alive in the heavenly nature, God be-
come all in all, and mertality be swallowed up of life
and unchenging, undecaying perfection and bliss.—
Yes—this system teaches,  that Ged is infinitely wise
to contrive, infinitely powerful to execute, and infi-
nitely benevolent and good in the adaptation of means
to ends and ends to means—that'he is just to punish,
and mercifl to save—wise to plan, and powerful to
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execute, 'The wisdom of God “is first pure; then
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entredsed, full of
mercy " and good fruits; without. .partiality, and: with-
out hypoerisy.”? James iit. 17. - 'Fhe 'several parts of
that stupendous plan of ¢reation, providence,: redemp-
tion and salvatien, were contrived, s 'to speak, in’
this wisdom. Hence, in theirexecution, every thing
must resalt in perfect conformity with the principles
of infinite fmpartialily and merey,.. All thése respet-
tive parts of the -divine economy, and -the executioh
of them, must. barmonize with the divine nature of
that Designer, whose name is Love. Love and charity
are the same in their substance and exercise. Hence,
nothing can transpire in the progress..of the diyine
econoiny, which, when properly- understood-in its
connexiott, purpose and result; will not form a sub-
ject-in which charity can # rejoice,” and .reason aps
prove the end declared from the beginning. Buty of
the contrary, every part of Heaven's purpose, relo.
ting to man, will constitute a theme for the joy and
transport of angels, the spiriis of- the just,.and the
whole purchased possesston of Christ, the Savlor of
the world.

1. 15t a truth, that God‘s -design in gwmg man
existence, was, to place him i in 4 state of trial; (giv-
ing him moral and physical powers to exercise ;) and
to treat him as 2 moraland active agent, and by such
means to manifest to him the perfection of the divine
patare, and by o sysiematio process, and by degrees,
to fit and prapare him-for the ineffable joys of immor-
tal perfection and glory ? If this iy the cage, which
appears evident [rom the divine word, cannot charity
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“ rejoice” in such a ¢ truth ¥’ Yes, and it cou]d re-

. joice in nothing:short of -this | -

. 2. Is it & {ruth, that man, as a moral agent, ren-
ders himself. deserving of divine chastisement; that
the just infliction of such chastisement is designed for
his moral improvément, and will, in the end, produce
¢ thy peucenble fruits of righteousness 3 that the jus-
tice which. inflicts the. stripes, and the .mercy that

.approves the infliction, have both the ultimate good

of the criminal in wiew * If-it is, cannot; nay,

will not charity ¢ rejoice” in such a ¢“truth Most

certa,mly, and no one can rationally deny the-conclu-
sion !

3. Isita trufh, that Chnst is the true Messiah—
that hé “ gave himself a ransom for all,” that he
might bring them to God and fo happiness—that ¢ he

shall gee of the travail of his soul and be satisfied”—

that through »1viNE éRacE, (not of works,) this moz~
tal shall put on immortality,this weakness, powersy this
dishonar, glory; and all shall ultimately become “eyual
with the angels of God,” dis no more, but be children
of Goil, being children of the resurrection—that death
shall lose its sting, sinils captives, and the grave iis
victory, and God be all in all 2 If so, wro would not
rejoice with joy unspeakable and glorious, in view of
such a truth ¢

The system which we have last cﬂns:dered is, we
It iz not only
based upon the nature and perfections of God, but it
is ¢ full of mercy” and ¢ without partiality,”’—
Wherever it is cordially and realfy embyaced as =
system of faith and practice, it fills the soul with
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gratitude to. God, and nniversal love to man. - It ree-
onciles the afflicted to their lot, inspires the prosperous
_with humility, and infuses a spirit of brotherly af-
fection through the heart: Tt teaches men fo love
God because he first loved them—to love  mankind
because they are brethien, and to love virtue for vir-
#ie's soke? . ) o
Wo might enlarge greatly upon this subject ; but
we will forbear. In conelusion, however, we would
say, Examine this'doctrine in all its parts, and if you
find any thing in it, in which ¢ charity” cannot * re-
" joice,” reject it. - But if not, then receive it and cher-
ish it, and practice it, as the ¢ truth”” of God ; always
remembering that « charity rejoiceth not in iniquity,
but REJOTICETH in THE TRUTH.” h



- SECTION IV:
CTHE CHRISTIAN MORALIST.
. CCHAPTER L - -
o TPygisures . of wickedness profit nothing, "—-SoLomoN: - -

Bin fdthe mcst-deceptlve and-tredchergus. compan-—

“don that ever morfal man fell in company -withy
cotnmerces its destructive operations upon the unsus-
pectibg and inexperienced heart, by setting some’tri-
fling lemptaiion, of o faseinating nature, ful héfore the
mind’s eye, and then, zo far smothering the + inward
monitor,” as to silence all rising inguivies and vhjec-
tiong. In this ariful inanner, the first abérration from
the path of ‘wisdom and virtué is dceomplished.” The
first step being taken, and no Yery serious consequen-
ces immedidtely etpemenccd resolution’s streng(h is
weakened ; consclencs is measumb]y conguered ; rea-
son’s peneiratmg eya is rendered somewhat dam ; the
“animal passions acquu:'e a degree of baldness, and a
tolerable Toundation ‘is now laid for a suceession of
mlsdemeanors and ¢rimes of various grades “and de-
grees, constam]y mcleq‘smg in Iurpjtude and ‘extent,
Gl the voice of conscience is hiished in slﬂlen bllence,
reason unceremunmus]y dethxoned, thc unruly and
tumu]tuoua appetites and passions, permttled to ‘riot
unrestrained ifi the palace of the hoart, aid merited
dlsgr.me, metcl.edness, déseriion, woe, and t,he BRYRr-
- ést penal sufferifgs close the black catnlogue of crimes
and punishiients, * O, hoi fatally are mankind misled

H
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by the enchantroenis and siten sopgs of the demcﬂ,
six !

The process we have briefly sketched, leads direct-
Iy to those ¢ treasures of wickedness,” which a wise
man hath said ¢ profit rothing” And this is the
process which consuminates the dreaded woes that
await the miser, the khave, the drunkard, the debay
chee, the gamwbler and the pleasure-bunter. - Their
first departures from the pules of integrity and virtue,
wete effected by what were falsely considered inno-
cent and haymless ‘indulgences 3 and whai have been
the conseguences ! Peymit the question te be deci-
ded by the maxims of eternal wisdom——¢¢ the way of

Ahe-transgressor iy bhard” from the commencerent.

And ss:erimes and follies are souliplied, the * way™
becomes more detestable, more dismal ; and the bitter
eup of conscious shame and torturing regret, must be
drained 10 the very dregs by him who continues
therem. Srop, then, rash and unthinking mortal,

whoever thou art, in thy mad career, though it be
late, and learn this instructive and impertant, legson,
be it ever so alarming and unweleome—that the-
o treamures of wickedness™ are not worth the posses-
gion, but are caleulated to bring upon them the with-
ering breath of divine judgment, and the universal
contempt of thyself and thy vace. Flatter not thy-
self that thou shalt cscape a just recampense . of re-
ward, and avert the “ rod” and the # stripes’” that di-
vine justice is pledged fo inflict upon thee, Heaven

“has declared, wisdom sanctioned, justice demauded,

and expenence has confirmed, that the reckless trans.
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gressor, who wantonly indulges his vicious. propensi-
ties, and attificial desires, shally ¢ by no means,” ge
unrecompensed for trampling upon the laws of Heaven.
oand nature, and knowingly violating the exalted
and  invalualile prineiples of justice, virtue snd mor-
al propriety.  Filatter mot thyseld, rash unthink-
ing man,-that real pledsure, solid enjoyment, ox justi-
fiable: honor, can ever be.attained by wicked practi-
ces and: sinful indelgences. .-Men do not gather figs
{rom thistles; nor grapes from thorns. Then remem-
her, O remember, that “tmaaures of wmkedness pmﬁs,
2othing.” .

_ | CHAPTER I -
" nghteousnega tendeth o hife”

'1 tised not detam the reader in deﬁmng the teﬁm
vighteousness § every bady capable of distinguishing
between good and evil, knows what it means: ; and:
1o self-deceiving sophistry can succeed in misleading
the reflecting and contemplative. mind, in relation to.
that frame - of disposition and that course of moral
conduet, which:deserve the title of ** righteousness ;7
for there is'a. # God within the. mind™ that ever sits
in judgment, upon the: motives and actions of every
inteligent and accountable agent, - We will, therefore,
proceed direetly. to the illusteation of ur texte. &

Life: is ‘evidently . to be understood in a tworfold
senne; nefural and morel. - And experience and obser-.
vation cleprly evince, that rightecusness tendeth to the.
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improvetfient and preservation of 1ife, din both these.
senses; The truly righteousifian cavefilly ébserves:
thoss roles in al) the termjcralities of human existenes,
which are. Wisely ealeulated to: pressrve health, in-.
vigorarfe’ the'system, ind secureithibse blessings® ari-

sing" {1om the’ mnumorable boiintigs of 'z kind.and:
universal prov1dence ‘He dvoidsevery imiproperins
dulgence that Heavet ‘and reastn- pmh1b1t, and walks

in“the" p‘leaaant ‘paths “of -sobiisty, temperance and:
virtue, éver rememibigting, thathis highest earthly en-.
joyinént i secured by walking' “ ighteously, soberly

and godly,” through the uneven and chequered

scenes of existence. ‘Thus does ¢ righteousness

tend to life,” in the first sense above noticed, But £

need not dwell here § for. obtuse indeed, must be that
intellect, \hat cannot appreciate this couclusion by

being s;mply dxrected fon contemplatton of' the sub-

jeet AT e _ L

- Wer wlil therefore 1emark, that the same cause pro~

. duces the sime offset in-a moral senss, - Contemplate

the moral condition of the honest;upright and virtws
ots than; He richly enjoys the various :and unpum-
bered blessings that Heaven fmparts, and his heapt is
congtantly animatéd with a glow of fervent gratitude.
to the Givei of all good,  le participates in that un-
disturbed repose - and refreshment -which. nature . re-
quires‘during the night-senson, while no gosdings of
a violated tonscience are permitted to torment his ac~
tive mind, nor fearful apprehensions of criminal de -
toction to prey-upon; his seeret retirement.  No: or
phan’s cries ‘nor widow’s tears salute - his -dreaming
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 sehses, calling for vengeance uponhis soul s the prop-

er.administration of. abused JuStLGE- And when he xi-
ses in the mormng to.puraua. ‘¢ the even tenor. of. his
way,”’ his mind .is calm and free as the morning
breeze, ~“Whether the sun rises: upen-him: in the un-
obstructed brightness of its native splendor, or clouds
and vapors intervene, his heart is- radiated. with- the
love of God and his fellow-man, and his-trust-in: that
Divine Providence which surrounds hiny, and watches
ovet, and blesses him, is. firma and. unshaken, while
tis - libors of love and good-will are pursued with
rigid punctuality, and usbroken cheerfulness.  “Thus
bis life passes on in the constant discharge of those
social, moral and domestic duties, enjeined upén him
by. the:8piritnal Master whorn he: delights to sefve and
honor, fearing no evil and apprehending no dwniger.
He: lives. beloved and respected by his family, his
neighbors, and all who shave in the luxury of “his
acquaintance, and while he lives, hé remains & validr
ble: member of zociety, an ornament to-the inteligcty-
al.world, and to-the special church of the blessed Rex
deemnier, whom he recognizes- as his: mstmctor, guide
and perfect exomplar. - And when the ovening time
of his earth]y pilgrimage appreaches; ke looks back
with cheering: emotions upon an existence, ‘profitalily
and-happily speutin tho service of ‘God and his féllow
beitigs, while-a holy calm, -and a- refined j oY, pervade’
his virtuous and eontrite heart.  Death now approscha
s with his fatal arrow, to separate the righteous man
from a world which he has used as not abusing if,
and to prepare his ransomed spirit for 2 more perfect
and glorious inheritance. It, however, has no terrors
B*
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for him—no" stmg te” torture “his mmd o1 pmson ‘the

prallﬁc fountiin of his joy. ~He receives it as-a faith-
ful méssenger from the courts of hedven, sent in mer-

ey ‘toguide him to mérsions of everlastmg peace,

congr&tulauon and loves *Of him, it ‘may truly be
ghiidy - Matl the perfect man, and beluﬂd the uprlght,
tor the end of that man is pence;* :

< Thug dogg. "¢ rightcousness tend tolife 3 and-did
mankind - generally possess a practical- belief in: this
fact,. social peace, would cheer the -world with their
invaluable presence, and mankind weild be relieved,
immediately, of -these accumulaled and aceumulating
burdens. of siny under which they have se long and
so foolishly, voluntarily groaned and repined. ‘Rea-
der, may: we not hope, and pray, and strive ‘for & re-
formation, ¢ from darkness to light; and from the
power of Satan unto God” ? . And, s ¥righteonsiess
tendeth to life,” may we . not fondly “anticipate - that
glorious era, when “all-shall know the Lord-from the
lgast -to the - grea,teat”-—whorn to know .is life eter-
nal? O, yes; Heaven has authorized such.an anti-

.c1patmn in_language not to. be misunderstood. . The

heavens have received, and will fetain the . Bavior
of the Wmld " {ill «sin shall be finished” and 1ighte-
ousness universally prevails—¢ until the times-of the

. restitation :of . all. things, which God. hath. spoken,

by the mouth of all, h1a haly prophets smce lhe world,
Legun.’fﬁ B S :
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N "Devxse nnt evit ugamst thy nelghbor.“—-scmmm o

That al man!-um] are, in a general sense, netghbors,
our, Sa.nor has c]ear!y ghown in the instructive para-
ble. of' the gnod Samaritan.: But, in the popular lan-
guage of the day, the term neighbor iy understood 1o
mean, one who, resides near.us, and w:th whom. we are:
someivhat acquamted We have reason to. believe,,
that the above languoge . of the wise man, is do. be
undexstood in this latter sense, But whether it is or
is not, it is certain that mankind were formed for so-
ciety 5 atd the man who can. pest eonténted and hap-
py while isolated from the society of his species, éx-
hibits an.anomaly in-the intelicctual ‘world Every
person whose mental powers have not been-rendered
unnatural, by soine nieans or other, is intuitively drawn
to.a participation in the joys of social iantercduras j
and if separated from his fellow beings, by instipera-:
ble barriers, he sensibly feels the privation, pines and:
Eanguisllés in mental agony—in excessive discantent;
finding no relief- or mitigntion of "his- sorrows, till
the. cheering prospect of a-yeturn to the Toved socie-
ty of his race, lights up his mental horizon with the
radiating cxpectﬂtmn of soon malmmg the antlclpaled
blessing..:

- Mankind being lhus framed and consmuled social
bemgs, it is natural and nceessary that they should
form cemmunities and hold converse and commerce:
with ‘each ‘other, maintaining an acecomadating and
mutual interchange of ‘sentiments and kind ofices.—
As'they are mutually and necessarily dependent’ on’
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each other for the convenie nces, comforts and aceotn-

" modations. of life, the’ more amicably and friendly

their interconrse is rendered the morg prospemus,
united and happy will society be. IIeuce, rigid in-
wegrity, serupulous honesty; and the most honorable
dedling in every degariment of human transections,
become indispensable to' the well bemg, interests and
enjoyment of the -social state. ' Sad experience has
long sinee demonstrated to the wotld, that any in-
fringement upon the above rules of probity, is surd
to bring inits train a corresponding host of social and
individual evils, that are not easily’ excommumeated oy

vanquisheds

To say nothing of the numberless seculwr and moral
evils, that have ever been indualged, to the serious det-
riment of social order, union and happiness, we may
notice with some degrée of profit, perhaps, the pre-
vailing device of cruel- hypocrisy. which ever operatesy;
not only to the:lasting injury of the mdw:duais who,
pmcucg,;t ‘but to all by whom they are surrounded.
In. devising evil against & neighbor, there areno means
more: prolific of wmischief than base hypocrisy. It
pervers every thing sacred and good, destroys all mu-~
wal confidence, and turna society into.an enrthly pan-
demonium of canlusion, contention and: hostility.—
And. this.ig not-all, It disgraces the sscred name of
wirtue, destroys the réputation of religion, and- sets.
man agninst his neighbor e all the ferocity of tha ti-

. ger.  Inview of this shameful device, the: wise man-

gould-have done nothing more to.the purpose, than to:
have earnestly admanished his. cotemporaries and suc-
ceeding generations, to-abstain: f'mm this. devwe agmnst

neighbors. -
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The hypocrite-is-of all beisgs the /most.to be
avoided, dieadéd, and despised; for hisunholy conduct
nurses-and prometes the dreaded contagion.of dia-
bolical slander; wrath. and - co‘utmtion; I ecoannot
botter describe the charagter of . the: hypocnte, than to.
adopt the language of a celebrated. poet.

““Ie was o man
Who stole the liveiy of the eourtof Heaven ' -
To serve the devilin. i virtae’s goise :
Dovoured the widow?’s hiuse and alphun ] breud e
In holy phrase,. trunfmcwd Villanies® :
Thet common siinisén durst not’ meddle with, - Lo
At sabred fepsts, hie sat among the saints, o
And with his guilty hands touched holiest ihmgs ERE
And none of sin lainénted 1wiore, or sighed - )
More desply, or with grgver counténance
Orlenger prayer, wepi o’er the dying mui,
Whose infunt childien, at the moment, he
Planned ow to 7ob, “In sermon. styie he boughy
And sold, and' lied ; and salatations made - -
In Beripture térmi; - He pidyed by guaitity,
And with hig repelitions lovg dhd loud;
All knees weie weary, Witk orie hnnd lie put
A penny in the urn of poverty, °
And wuh the other took. a shilling out.”

This is thc trie chnactcr oi' the base hypocnte H
and all Who r(,ad it, will see at el g!ance, what consti-
tutes. the eyil of' hypocrhy. But, that r.he 1&=1der may
also leam the nature and,; chamcret of' har loved and
cher;shed oﬂsprmg, fslandcl and defraction,) we. will
give him, from the same poct, a description of t‘m
persen Wha engagesf in ‘the service .of hypocrisy, o
promote and practise these crying and blighting evils :
for where do we ﬁnd more back-biting, slander and
detractlon, than’ among those who make a {alse pre-
tence to the sanctlty of Chnqtians ? Examine. the
history of past ages, and ses if you do not find, that
the slanderous false pretender to the religion of Jesus,
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has tiot stoed in the foremost rank of these who have
*devised evil against their neighbors 1 :
"But to the- description of thiz moral tpas—this
walking pestilence; which ¢ scatters firesbrands, ar-
row#s and death” wherever he travels ‘or is suﬂhred"
to dwell—the slanderer.:
4 Hig tongue wos set on fire.of hell, his heart
Was black as denth, his legs wera famt with haste .
To propagase the te ‘his soul ad frumed.
His pillow wea the peace of families
Destroyed, the sigh of innocence repronchied,
Broken friendships, and the strife of brotherhoods ;
Yet did he spare his sleep, and hear the clock
Number the midnight watches, on his bed,
Devising mischief more ; and eatly rose, .
de mopt: hellish meals of good men's names. .
From door to door,. you might have seen him speed, -
Or placed amidat a group of gaping fools,
And whispering in their ears, with, his foul lipe,
Pence fled the neighberhood in whick he made
His haunts ; and like & moral pestilenee,
Before hig breath, the-bealthy. shaota md bloons
Of soeial joy and happiness, decnyed,” |
No further arguments need be added, to convinee
the rational mind, of the glaring impropriety and 8in
of hypocrisy, and its constant attendants, detraction,
misrule and moral desolation ; nor to force upon the
regder a full conviction of the importance of the ads
monition standing at the head of this article, We
will therefore conclude our presént romarks, by veit-
eratmg to every individual who may read the forégo-
ing, tbe valnablé and truly applicable - language of
Solomonﬂ—“ devise not evil agamst thy neighibor,” for
“the wicked shall (positively) not go unpumshed .

“ Whoso readeth 1et hlm undersland.” o
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. The fear-of tan bringeth -4 mare. "B OLOMON

The exalted wisdom of Solomon, is clenily evineed
P in the manifest truth and iniversal utility of the
5 many valuable maxiws which he hag left upoun record,
for ‘the admonition, encouragement, instruction and
guidance, of those who were to succeed him upon the
important stage of human action and responsibility.
And well indeed, would it be for the frail sons and
daughters of men, generally; if they would study those
maxims with greater care, attention and mterest, and
treasure them up in the hear’s repository ag so many
prompters to direct them in the various and ¢omplica-
ted affairs of human life and aceountability.

But among the numerous aphorisms of the wise
man, to which we have alluded, there .is, perhaps, no
particular one, that embraces more real truth oy that
should .be more deeply impressed upon the r_muds of
men, than the one which heads this article. A man-
fearing spirit! whatis it? If observation and expe-
Tience, relative to the_circur_ﬁs,ta.ncgs and conditiop. of
human society, may be' allowed to assist.us in an-
swering this question, we would say, that it is a cer-
tain something which is degrading in its nature, de-
plorable in its. operations, and rofnous in its eﬂ'ects,
of all those noble and exalted. faculties of human nas
ture, which characterize and .distinguish human be-
mgs--n‘. ina servile, . crmglng, cowering. and slawsh
feeling, which, strange and unnatural as it is, one.por-
tion of human beings eptertgln_towards .ano;her por-

e ———— it s S——




b

102 CHEISFIAN

tion, who perhups ave far less deserving of reverence
or respect than themiselves. This, veader, is what

Solomon means by * the fear of man.?. And truly

does he affirm that it “ bringeth a. snare. » _

But where is this man fearmg spmt observab!e1
By way of answenng “this’ questmn, we must be per-
milted to propose another. : ‘W heio is it not obsérva-
bie? Ale not its operations. “and Wletched eﬂ'ects, visi-
ble to 4l around us, and under almost every c1rcum-
stance of human life ?  Where do - we perceive ‘a
clear manlfestatlon of that noble 1ndEpendence of
mind and action, that scmns the tyrant’s frowns and
the sycophant’s deceptive smiles—that is guided and
governed by the ©inward monitor”? . Alas'! for the
honor of human native, such a. mnmfeatatlon is rare-
1y to be witnessed. Mankind, Lverg where, pretend
to detest and despise mental slavery, and yet what a
vast number of them voluntarily and chcerfulty en-
dure the miseries it involves!

Look one moment at- thie developments oE‘ this
kind of slavery in the religious woild. ~ But [éw, com-
paratwe]v, have the couragu to use those means which
God and ‘their country g luws have put into thieir
hands, of julging r:g‘miy in relation to’ rr_hglous truth,
and fewer still can be indaced to declare their honest -
convictions, “And wiy is i thus ? - S1rnply becauso
they ‘are “undor the tyrannical ‘control of o man-fear-
ing spmt. Thoey choose 1o p]ay the ganie af .Pig und
‘Puppy, and be any thmg or nothmg, to pleasd those
whose appmbatmn and - favor ‘they wish to retain,—
Such a state of things is truly Tainientable 3 and’ were
it not " £6r (he Taet, that there is hore and thare an in-
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dividual who cherishes the manly and noble spirit of
wirtuous . mdependence, our. boasted mational- free-
dom would soon sink forever intp forgettulness, and
we should at once become a pation of the veriest. BYCO- .
phants, and pimps, and vassals that the enrth ever
bore up. -

The # snares™ into which this contemptlble “i’ear
of man” involves the great majority of professed re-
ligionists, are too numefous to memntion, and too de-
grading to be patiently -éndured.. . Where there is no
fresdom of mind theve is nothing like enjoyment ;. all
is unstable, decaptwe and mstresmng; every thmg
praiseworthy and valuable in human 1mprovement
must be sacrificed at the unholy shrine of crlmmul van-
ity and popular error, while naught but mtrlgue, fraud
and deception is encouraged, pralsed or ‘promoted,
and a wretched dependence upon the Whuns and ca-
prices of the popular rulers of ‘the darkness of this
warld, is the only support and safeguard of” the vol-
untary slaves that choose to be Tuled w1th a rod of
iron.

"In view of all this, Iet us assert our long abuse&
rights, arise in the majesty of human equality, inves-
tigate the truths of religion, and all other fmthél; with
boldness and faitifulness, and embrace and defend
whatever our best Judgment teaches us is good and prof-
itable. [n this way we shall act the part of men, and
enjoy the fruits of our own '.'lrl‘,uous beha.vm;. We
shall feel in a proper degree our_ own 1mpmtance,
while we .grant to others the same rights and prmle-
ges which we ourselves claim, Sucha course is per~

13
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fectly consistenit with-the spixit of the gospel and with
the dictates of reason, and canndt fiil of securing us
against those destrictive snares into which the fear-of
Tian ever leads the willy ‘dupes-of va‘mty, prlde and the
¥ tyranny of " fashion.” ' -

’ cHAPTE.n v
Tl “Let pntwnce have-her perfectwork oo T

Whoevel takes into serious conmderatmn the insta-
hxhty and ﬂuctuatmg nature of afl sub1unary clrcam-
stances “and events re]atmg to human concerns, “will
be constrmned to acknowledge the unpara]le]ed {iti-
pm‘t&ncex “of that moial ‘virtae which is” devoniinated
pafwncc. - Afliction; stFrow and dlsappomtment in
no small degreo, seemm to be' the lot of all mankind,
The king upon the throne, ‘and the mendlcant, who
houseless, homelesa dnd’ forlorn begs "his bread from
door to’ dcor, are alike, su‘bject to mlsfortunes, troubles
and sorrows § aund to avert or avoid them, is equa!ly
1mp0351ble to both, ~ Richies cannot purchase exemp-
tion from disease and’ death valor i§ ‘riot competent
{o secure a victory over the raging elements that de-
vasta.le the faivest portlons of the eaxth; honor and
Ténown Are Incompetent to preserve us from ‘the e
venomed shafts of enyy, malice and caIumny 5 neither
can pov(,rty or obscurity bai the gates- of that" pande-
momum from whence issue the’ temiplations, the de-
ceptions and the miserigs ‘that humanity s sibject to.
The snacessive waves of disappoiniment” and vexa-
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tion cease not to roll .over the entire masg of. human
natare. :
We. cheel‘fu[ly ackuowledge that thel‘e I8 much
more of -happiness than misery in the world ; and we
also - fully believe, that far the greater pr oportmn of.
human wretchedness is- ‘borrowed and i 1magmary, and
therefore Wholly unhecessary but it is novertheless,
wxeteuedﬂess ‘and misery, and al[ are sufferers in a.

greater or a less degree. These facts. and cons1dera.-
tions 1nduced one.of old 1o exclaim, i VVho w111 ahow .
us any good 17, Realzzmg, there[‘ore, that sueh are_'
the Glrcumstances in which mankmd appeax to e
placed and by which 1hey are surrounded, severa.[‘
moral virtues become. absolutely mdlspens&ble in the
acquisition of that resignation and repose: Whlch COTt~
stitutes the grand. desideratum of haman exertion and
1ndustry. Anditis among 1 these vn‘thes that patzencc
stands censplcuously emment It 18. thls that disarms;.
puvcrty of ita wogs, obscurlby G-F its. gloom, dlSﬂp-
pomtment of ils mispries, alecmon of its depressing
eﬁ'ects, and even sickness and degth of half their pains
-and tortures. It uansi’mms the petiiant, fault—ﬁud-}
ing and irritable individual, into o man of candor,
reflection and rationality, and qualifies him for an ac-
tive, a usef’ul and o happy member of socxety Its in-
fluence, which is so seldom percewed, is wmely de-
signed for the lasting and Valuable ‘benefit of every ‘
class, sex a.nd condition oi’ human bemgs H and none
- can be what God and natme 1equ1res, thout the‘
hvely exercize of this. v1r1ue L : _
But what is patience * It is “that calm a.nd unruf—..
ﬂed temper. 'w1th which a good man bears. the evils of
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life.”:. s Patience,” says an eminent writer, *is apt
to be ranked by many among the more humble and
obscure virtues ; belonging chiefly to those who groan
on a'sick bed, or who languish in prison ;' butin every
circaristance 'of life no' virtue is more important both
to duty and to° happmess. It is not confined to a it~
uation of continwed adversity ; it prmmpally, indeed,
regards the dlsagreeahle circumstances ‘which are apt
to gceur ; bulprcspenty cannot be enjoyed, any more
than' adversity” can be supported without it. It must
entér ‘into tlie temper and form tlie habit of the soul,
if” we would pass through the- world with tranqmlhty'
and honer. 7o

“Conternplate an exemphﬁr‘atmn of” tlus v1rtue inthe
lives and charncters’ of the primitive followers of
Clirist. Tt wa# tliis virtue, in an eminent degree, that
sustained them under the unparalleled persecutions of
the - four first” centuries; that rescued Christianity
fiom the grave of ‘oblivion, and meintained the cause
of @ crucified Redaer;er, against enémies within, and
tyranny and foes without, and transmitied the pure
doctrine and spirit of the religionof Jesus to succeed-
mg generauons. ’

"In view of the foregoing remarks, we would say,
thoge who' are suffering under the griping hand of pe-
nury and want—to those who are homeless and friend-
less in a ‘world of strangers, unpmed and unprotecied
—to those who languish under the influenee of dise’
egse and pain—to those whose misfortunes have driy-
en them near to the black waters of despair—to those
whe are calfed to thourn the loss of ‘the deatest Tela-
tiong ‘ond hearest friends, and to those particularly
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whose -honest ieligious sentiments subject, them to-the
seorn-and persecution of modern pharisees—* let pa~-.
tiehee have her perfect work:” ‘This Is a friend wlose -
aid can’niever be.sought in vain—a friend:that can at
all times, and undér all circumstances, administer. the
balm of consolation and repose.

A few words in relationto the motives which should
excite to the pitainment and preservation of this vir-

. tue, abd we have done. 1. An ambition to imitate ag

far as possible the God and Father of our spirits,
should induce us to cultivate this Christian grace ; and
in Rom. xv. 5, we-read as fo][ows——“ Now ‘the God
of pat1ence and consolation grant you to be like-min-
ded one tovward unother,” &c, 2 The- command of
God should inspire us with the ‘worthy resoluuon o’
b p..ltlBl’lt under all’ the '1ﬁ11<:t10ns of hf'e; and in
Rom. xi. 12, fve are admomshed to be “pauent in
tnbulauon.” And agmn, i Luka xxi,” 19, our Savior
say‘s T¢I patzcnce possess’ ye your “souls.” 3 ' 'i‘he
present state and condition of mankind rendcr 1t post-
tively nece‘s%a,ry that the virtus of patlence should he
exercised and culnmted for 8t Paul’ BRYS, IIeb. X,
36, ¢* Ve have need of pat:ence, that alter ye “have
done -the will of (.-:od, ye mlght 1ccewe the promtsé "
4, ’lhe numeruus inconveniences smd mlseru,s that
msult from the want of. this v1rtue, should serve as a.
sufficient mduccment toits . -exercise 3 for thhout )
patience, all is perplexnty, dzsqu1etude n’ld Lonfusmn.
The above are some of tho mos} pmlmuen: motives
to the faithful exercise of' the Ampoertam vlrlue of

which we have been speakmg. And nu person, W ho
W
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wishes to enjoy life with its numerous blessings, and
whose-mind ig enlightened with the spitit of gospel
truth and love,.will: neglect its cultivation and exer-
cise. . To.one and all, then, we weuld feelingly say :
. 4Lt patience have her perfect work,”.

i

_ mmr’ma Vi
HO N R8T Y.

An apostle has kmdly admomshed us to ¢¢ walk hon-
estly,” and the utility of obeying the admonition will
hardly be called in question. . However, notwnhstan—
ding the prmclp]e of moral honesty is unwarsa.l]y cu-
log:zed and recommended yet how prons we a1c to
-violate ils practice and abuse iis holy diciates]  De-
oeptmn, intrigue and fraud, in the secular traiissctions
of human life, have ever prevailed in all parts of the
civilized world and they have prevaxled too, to an
alarming extem drawmg after them a nuinerous train
of aitendant evils of various kinds. And although
daxly eXperience ; and common observation, clearly de-
mionigirate the fact, that such tmpure and corrupt
cauges, €an fisver, in "accordance with nature’s laws,
produce any beneficial or happr’ymg consequences 1o
those who praotlse them ; yet, the astomshmg infat-
uation of our wayward hearts is such, that, in direct
vmla_tlpn of our better judgment, and contradiction to
the dictates of ‘sober reason, we foo often flatter our-
selves with the fallacious hépe of reaping 2 rich har-
vest of profit &nd joy, from the barren and burping
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sands of fraud and deception. - And notwithstanding
the. cynstant .apd: suceessive. dispppointment,. vexa-
tions and miseries which crown our iniquitous lgbors,
we:npt_uafrequently rush onin the same black and
beaten track, heedless of those incvitable consequen-
ces which stare us in the face. Such a state of
things is to bo deeply lamented by every one who
feels an interest in his own welfare or that of his spe-
cies. - Yavery reflecting individual must pereeive and
Jeel, that the social and individual -prosperity..and
happiness. of mankind- depend:in- an-eminent degroe
vpon  muiual trust and confidenee.:. Just in pro--
portion, therefore, that craft, deception and fraud
prevail, in the eommon trarsactions of humas life,
inthe same. praportion will social end individual hap-
piness and prosperity be. prevenied, or dithinished,
and jealousy, strife, hatred and violence, those dread-
fu] scourges of human kmd “be promoted, extended
and indulged. -

From the foregoing: hasty and brief remarks, it will

" be seen and acknowledged, that in' point of human;
" or worldly policy; honesty is- of incaleulable- impor~
tance to the welfare ‘of man—the unien, confidence,
harmony -and bappiness of human society, and should
never belost sight of for a moment; in our dealmgs
with each other, eitlier as nelghbors, poht:cmns, or.
religionists. We should’ always endeavor to gwe a:
fair; unvarnished and undlsgmsed representatmn of
oll things of which wé speak § then; and never be-
fore, ‘will. our characters shine in all the soft ‘and
endearing .beauty of invariable upriglitness and
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stern integrity—then, and net Yefore, will” our con=
duet -yield the dehght[‘ul fruits of peace, prospenty
and joy. : .

Thus far we have Spoken of ]10ne~ty ina general
sense, bul-we must now diréct our remarksto one’
partienlar branch embraced in the term honasty, . 'The
eircumatances of the 'times require if, and hence we-
proceed. S

Our feclings would be greaﬁy rehevcd if we could
be fully eonvinced and assured of the faél, that the
vice of dishonesty was coutfined to the secular, the.
temporal concerns of the world. But this {s impossi-.
ble 50 long as we-are compelled to witness the -full.
spirit of deception, fraud and falsehood, gperating
and -raging with uncontrolled license among the pro-
fessed followers of the immaculate Pon of Godir-
Who has not heard, among those whio claim the hon-
orable,  though- abused name of Christians, and even
among those who are reverenced as leachers, the
mast unfounded -and reckless. misrepresentations of
ench ofber’s dpctrines, -characters. and  conduet t—
And who has not repeatedly detected the prowling .
wolf. disguised in the humble garb of the inoffensive-
sheep *.

We need not multlply wards upon tlus palt—--thls-
painful part of oursubject; suffice it to say, that sueh.
evils ag we have hinted at, have too Iong and ioo gon-
erally prevailed in the religious werld for the honor
a1d: prometion. of' pwre and genuine, religion, We.
should, therefore, incessantly strive, both by precept
and example, to remove the.evil from among us. Wa .
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shonld ended vor, industriously and faithfully-to exem--
plify the exalted prirciple of moral honesty:in all-our.
public’and private deuliug's with the characters; senti-

ments and pretensions f those who differ from us in

. religious vieWé, as well as those whose faith coinéides
with our ewn. .. [niaword ;. we should ever make it &

point, to ‘¢ dounto others as we would that others

should do unte us,”: under an exchange of ‘circums
stonces. 'To act otherwise, is to disgrace the:moral

nutare we . possess, to put the religion of Jesus into

deep mourning, give hera coffin for a, writing desk,

and & human skull for. an ink-stapd ; if is fo indulge

"a course of moral practice, in which we shall be ne-

eessitated to purchase by a thousand miseries;the priv-

ilege of repentance,

But theére are thousands who have become 50 1nf‘nt-
uated by their blind zeal for God, snd the erroneous
creed which they have adopted, that they feel justified
in dishonest and mischievous practices, when they fan-
cy them as means of promoting, the glory of God, and
the church. ®uch infatuation i a cruel tyranny, in
Whlch viee is tr:umphant and infamy successful—a ty-
ranny which draws its alimen: from destruction and
its. very nature from tears and groans. From such.
8 tyranny may Heaven preserve us§ for any other
tyranny is easier to be borne, than that which takes us
to practice dishonesly under the per verted name of
godliness. ‘

But wo must dispense with the gubjsct. There-.
fore, in conelusion we would say, by carefully pur-
suing the equitable and charitable course marked ount
by the Savior; by studying to do by others as we
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would wish others to.do by us; we shall contribute
our mite {0 the laudable and worthy- purpeses of puris
fying the principles of the day, raising the neglected -
and abused standard of Christian philanthrophy, avert-
ing the desolations occasioned by fraud, hypocrisy
and deception, and promoling g ¢ause, which of -all-
others, is most endearing; purifying, happifying.and
glorious to. the view and contemplation of the wise,
the-virtuous, the benevolént gnd the good.

GHAPTER VII,
¢ Be kindly affectioned one to another,” —Rom, xii, 10,

Il we paoperly consider the nature of man, anid the
numerous and various ties which bind human beings
together in one vast ['ra,termr.y, we must at once ad-
mit thaf there aré but {ow injunctions cotitained in the
Sciiptures which are to be held in higher estimation,
or to be considered more valuable thai the one ‘con-’

tained in our text.  And h‘tppyu-thnce happy
would it bie for the world of Jmankind, if' it were mote’
generally complied with, in'its teue and proper sense.
But alas! for our kindred race, it is too generally
overlaoked, ncglecf.ed and” vislated !” Instcad'dfl'eri-
tertalmng and cultwutmg those  kindly affhctlons re-
commended by the Aposiles, nienkind seem to be in--
clined rather, to promote dissensions, uncharitable
feelmgs, and social ant]pathles, with the fiendish view
of reating a superstructure uprm the ruins of cach'
Othel'\



MORALIST. 113

Truly may it he said, in- reference to the present
condition of human’ society, that men *“have sought.
out many inventions” to promola. their own selfish
and' corrupt ends, -that are decidedly opposed to-the
word of God and the best interesty of humanity. And
if suah wile inventions could be traced only to men of -
the world, who make no pretensions to religion, our
moral. feelings would find great retief in the anticipa-
tion . of. better and happier timesg—we should be en-
couraged to hope, that the exténsive revival operations
which scem to charatterize the present age, would
soon remove the ew] in a great degree, and encourage

the friumphant. reign of peace and good will .among
the inhabitants of the earth, Buf. when ‘¢ stubborn
facts” which every day’s experiense serves to devel
ope, present.us with the most: indubitable evidence
that the same. disgracefnl and-destructive evils exist,
to as great a degree, in the nommal ¢hurch as out of it,
we are compelled to despatr of all favorable prospects
from that guarter.

Who that looks w1th a careful eye upon the condl-
tion and conduct of the 1e]1glous world, and fer&h any
degree of virtuous sympathy for the rmsenes of his
fellow mortals, is not :ghockingly pained at beholding
the, mﬂmf'estﬂtlons of that. contentiots, travblesome
and seckless spirit of ¢ Antmhnst” spoken of bv St
John in lns first epistle ?

But we have one thing. yet to comi‘ort us, even whlle
cantemplatmg the thousand religious inventions which
have been conjured up in the bewildered church, and
which have served no better - purpose than to promote
jealousy, contention, spiritual pride and misrule among
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the varipus seets, and even @mong the members of
each and every vespective ‘denemination, :Itis'thip-—
that no human invention can suceess(ully’ oppose the
spirit of divine grace and.‘trith—and thatthe pure
gospel of the Son of God will finally consume all the
hay, wood and stubble-in the universe, and refine and
purify every heart—so that, in the end, we- shill -all
be énabled to hehold how goot and how pleasant iris
for birethren to dwell together in peace, umty aml 40~
broken affection. -
Thaot mian was formed for society; there cin ke ne
doubt: That mankind were infended by the great
Adthor of Nature, to biz 2 help and ‘& comflort to edch
other, is equally clear. “To'this end, they were. con-
stituted social, sympathehc aud benevolent crentires,
susceptible of - eommxseratmn, and’ natmaily inelined
to confemplate - the miseries ‘and ‘sufferings of ‘eagh
other with feelings of deep regret ond heart felt sor-
row. If we had not beer thus formed and constitis: -
ted by the plastic hand of ‘our Almighty Creator, we

coitld not with propriely be called on to “be kindly
affoctioned toward each other”; for God is too wise
anid good to ¢all on his intelligent creation to act in
direct opposition to the nature which he has given them,
As well might we expect to see water run voluntarily
up kill, or a solid substance takeits Tise'into the heav-
ens, without physicakaid, as to exbe(}t that a being
totally and universally depraved, would comply with
“the injurietion of our text., Neither could mankind
Justly ineur the displeasure of heaven, by manifesting
and feeling a pexfect indiffevence to the wretched con-
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These conelusions are not: only in accordance ‘with
the dictates of reason and commme, but they are sup-
ported by the divine teqnmony which says, ¢ God
hath'made man upright.” ° What thea shall we say
of that sentiment which stamps all human nature with
thé blackness of total depravify—calls upon the'beings
who possess such a nature: fo be kindly affectioned
towards each other, and docms all to éternal 'pérﬂiiibh-
who do not comply with the unreasonable #nd absurd
vequisition ! - Consistency is emphaticaily a jewel but
1 fear it has fled in disgust from the rehgtous creeds
of mest professed Christians.

"My brethren, God has made man upright—he h&s
given him a nature that cannot be happy in doing
wrong—he calls en man, who was made in the moral
image of his Maker, to do right, and has taught him
to obey the 1n3unctmn and-be happy. And to be
govérned in-our intercourse with each other, by -
the spirit of brotherly kindness and chavity, is one
of the most cffectual means of attammg the glormus

end. :
Mankmd are not only formed f'or sacmty—-not enly

constituted  intellecival and moral beings—not only
rendered "capable by mature of -exercising the:moble
and elevating principle of universal philanthrophy
and charity—not only called upon by reason and re-
ligion to do so—but man was made a religious be- -
ing, capable of reverencing, loving. and serving his
Creator—capable of being conformed in his moral
J
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conduet- to the .egnirements of heaven. You-have
only to consult your own feehngs—your own hearts
tobe convinced of this palpable truth,. The proof is

‘there mscnbed in chamctms which are indelible.

“An eloquent writer has sald— When even. the
chlld looks abroad into the works of our Creator, he
nutur&llv refers the objects which surround him. to an
adequate firdt, cause, and inquires——¢ Where is. God
thei Mnkel YOIl danger threatens him,. hxs eyes aje
sude cnly dlrecteﬂ ta the heavens for relief. If unex-
pected hﬂppmess overtakes him, his heaxt breaks f'mth
in gratitude and humble gckuowledgments to an un-
seen henefactor. Even, the untutored sayage surveys
‘thu.iﬁldne.q,s of nature—the extended epyth—-—the dis-
tant heavens, with religious awe, and pays:to his Cre-
ator-an instinetive homage.”’ S
' Religious devotion iz a manifest. law of hum&n na-
tme, a,nd you can with no mere _congislency deny its
emstence, than you ean deny the existence of the laws
by which heaven and earth are sustained and govern-
ed. You may as well deny that there is o principle
in.your bodies that binds them to the earths as that
there is a principle in your souls which eleyates them
to heaven. The moral image of the Eternal-was en-
gtamped upen man:in his ereation, and fails not to man-
ifest itself, even in the barbarian, and the wildand un-
cultivated-sons of-the forest,

1'know that. the corruptions of the world have great-
ly obgcured the amiable featores of simple nature,'and
spread the sable cloud of moral depravity over -the
native benevolence and ingenuousness ‘of the human
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heart, bt it hag not destroyed it,- thank God. - No,;
nor shall it-ever destroy it. - Man who was oreated in
the moral imigs of his- Maker, shall never wholly
loge that Image, nor cease to feel, operating in his:ho--

" som, those social and moral virtues, the cultivation’
" and expansion of which, shall ulilmately overpowet

and swallow np every vicious; and degrading, and
grovelling - passion and ‘practice that now separates
mankind from the:real enjoyment of* God, and virtae,
and . the society of each other. Trath, with-the pois
yersal love of God in oné hond, and the waving olive-
branch of peace in the other, has commenced her on=
ward march. She has already broken down many of
error’s bulwarks, and achieved many glorious vieto-
ries; over the united-powers of delusion, falsehood and
misanthrophy, She shall never bs discouraged till
she has established judgment in the earth, and the isles
shall wait for her equal and impartial law. -

o C}IAI’TER v,
* 4 Let a man exarhing hm‘lself ”—ST Pwr

“Ainong all the Christian duties, I know of mo -dn’é,
that can be considered superior in importance to that:
of self-examination.  lis great dmportance is not only
manifest, butit should evidently be considered -the
first duty to which the professed disciple of ‘Chirist’
should attend ; for we may be nssured- that no other-
duty can be propetly perfovmed while this is neglect—i
ed, And yet; strange as it may dppear; it is. gener~
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ally the Iast moral obligation” that professed Chrin~
tians undertake to discharge. They seem to be
strongly disposed te go into a thorough examinatior
of every body else before they attend to their cwn case..
Ynder other circnmstances, and in relation to the or-
dinary eoncerns of human life, this practice might he-
considered praise-worthy—for, although it may be-
fray a want of prudence and economy, for a man to
neglect his own business to assist his nefghbor——atill,
it manifests a benevolent disposition and & philanthro-
pic hieart. - And I am inclined to think that there are
but few professed Christians who are guslfy of such &
depattare fxom their uniform course of conduct.  But.
still, they generally manifest an astomsmng wﬂlmg-
ness lo negleet the labor of exawining their own
hiearts, -of cultivating their. own affections and feel-
ings, and reforming their own moral-habits, eustoms.
and conduct, - and to go from home to éxamine the
hearts, and reform the I1ves of their heretical and
wicked neighbors.

"These things ought not 'so to be. The professed

* followers of Christ should fitst enter into an exami-

nation of their ewn hearts, their own lives, their own
imperfections and follies, - And when they have com-
pleted this self-cxamination, and corrected all the er-
Tors, and reformed every fault; they will suffer no.
loss or inconvenience: then, in rendering what assis~
tance they cen to theirneighbors. But we are inglined,
to think, that when a thorengh self-examination is ef-
fected, the individual will perceive that his labors are
neaded af ome more than any where else—and hence
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he will be mclmed to ¢ judge ne man in meats orin
drinks,” or in any thing .else, but to exersise -that
charity which ¢ vaunteth not itself ;* which ¢ is not
puffed up 3 which suffereth long and is kind,” &cy: .
¥f all nominal Christians were. éngaged ag . they
should be, in self-examination, and with a view tp gor:
rect and reform their minds and- their. practices——
there would be no such things among us as;slander,
calumny. and detraction—no such things- as.xpisrep
resentation, -persecution and religious- hatred....May
the importance of this duty be duly considered, -and
thesconsideration induce mankind:to pfove their own
work 1’ and * then shaill they have repu:mrr m thém-
selves-and not in another man.” -

" CHAPTER IX.

«WATCH? .-

This was o particular eavtion given: by our Savier
t the primitive disciples; It was not only” applicable
to them under the circumstances by which they-were
surrounded, bat'it i§ equally applieable te’ all behw-
ers, in oll countries and in il uges. B

-

I. By this expresdicn we should be- admomshed to

watch over ourselves, A thousand tamptatlons sut-
réand us at every suceeéssive step in the -journey ‘of.

_ life, ‘and ‘the imperfections of ot¢ nature’ render us
frequontly an easy prey to the fatal snares of sin and-

death, - Harice the propriety of candid' eonsideration’
at all times before we attermipt to speak of act
*r
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* We ghould watch over our theughts. Althengh
weare incapable of suspending' our thinking faculs
tigs, and ought not to do so il we could 5 still, we are
capeble of controlling thew in - grest-degree, and of
changing the direction of the mind, - Evil thoughts
ate, in a great messure, -the result of education and
habit, as well as other pernicions vices to which man-
kind are exposed ; and:it is an indispitable fact that
eriines of -every natura receive their existence from .
improper and evil thoughts. I our time -was cecupied
as it should be; in studying hew and when todo good,
no roomr would be - left for the exercise of evil-min-
dednéss. . Tho spiritual child of God; whose mind
and aflections are all engaged. in promoting the high-
est happiness of h1m=clf‘ and the society in which he
Tives, ¢ thinketh no ‘evil’” Let us, reader, strive to
merit this exalted character.,

We should watch over our words; rememberlng
that ¢ words fitly spoken -are like apples of gold in
pictures of silver.” Words are signs of ideas, and,

, although they are too-often looked upun as harmless

things, nevertheless, expericrice ‘has. abundantly. de-
monstrated the fact, that they are powerful awxiliar
Tiey in the cause of.sin and satan. -+ The tongue,”
says the apostie James, * is.a fire—a world of iniquity
—=it . defiloth the whole body, and setieth. on fire-the
course of natnte : and. it is set-on fire of hell.”” [Ge-
hennai] Tho heaviest curses that have ever visited
the world; have originated in werds not ¢« fitly spoken.’?
W should ever, therefore; in accordance with-an.old
but useful maxim, - think. twice before, we speak oncs:
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That is, we should reflect with candor on what we are
going to say, and when we have concluded to speak,
speal with caution. We should eontemplate what we
are about to spenk; and consider it in all its bearings,
having constantly an- eye to the consequences, which
probably will or possibly may result freme what we are
about to say. In- this way we may save: ourselves
much trouble and regret, and the society in' which we
. live, a world OE' conf‘usmn, disunion and. moral de-
rangement. : :

‘We should'walch over our acfions:. * Actions, it is
said;, Trequently speak louder then words § and it is
evidentthat the- motives. by whish we ate governed;
espectally.if they be corrupt motives, may be as elear-
ly manifested- by dctions as by words. It.is particu-
farly important that a. careful watch, therefore;be
kepi over all the actions of our-lives, because they
are more easily and much more apt to be misunder-
stood and wrongly interpreted than wordsy especially
by our enemies and:those who are prone to the evil
of jealousy, 'We'should act virtuously, wisely, inde-
pendently.and boldly—and by carefully watching aver
our own conduct, we shoalil soon save others the trqu—
ble of doing this duty for us.

Thus; it ‘we attend. to our d'uty-—care['uﬂ‘y watch
_over our ‘thoughts, words and sclions, with a view: to
covract our habits, customs and imperfections, smd
prepare ourselves for usefulnéss and meoral en_[oyment,
we shall act the part of Chnsl:rans mdeed and 80 ful-
fil the law of Christ, But -~ :

2. We should not forget to watch other s—thiose by
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whom  we are surrounded, and with whom we are
connected by the strong-iles of consanguinity. Al
men are brethren, hence, that which is an injury to
oha, is njuricus to all, in-a greater or less degreg.s
& For ss we have many members in one body, and
all have not the same office ; so wey:being many, are
one body in Christ, and every one members one of an-
other)” So says St Paul ; and his testimony is entj~
tled to our confidence. Under this view of the sub~
jeet, it certainly becomes our duty to watch our fellow
taen, especiaily our epemies and those whe envy us.
We should watch them in theiy private conversation
and public transuctions, and endeayor to expose ervor,
craft and deception whenever we find it, A vigilant
attention to the conversalion and condact of oue op-
posers, will serve to restrain-them in their unfriendly
career, and-perhaps prove a check on vice and immor-~
ality. .If the propriety of such acourse he disputed,
wa would appeal to thie conduct. of our Savior in rela-

“tion to his vilifiers- and! persecutors while on eaxth,

And I would also have the hearer yemernber; that it is
as necessary to be a8 wise-as serpents;’” as it is that
we should be as * harmless as doves.” : :
The importanee of watching Is sanctioned by our
Bavior, who said, *What I say unto you, Isay unto-
all, wateh,”?  That we should waich over ourselvesis
evident from the .admonition of Jesus to his disciples
-=% Watch aud pray, taat ye enter not inte tempta-
tion .”. That we should wabch others, appears neces-
sary {rom the admonition of St. Paul, who says,

* Wateh thou in all things,” &o.
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. The propriety of watching in all things, is strangth-
ened by the example of the wise and godd. Bt Paut
to the Corinthians says, in regard to the labors of lover
which he had perforined, and the sufferings tie had eni~
dured, “In stripes, in jmprisonmeats, in tumults, i

‘labors, in watchings,” &c.

But I am extending this artiele beyond my intentiony
and therefore must close by repeating the admenition
of odr Lord, ¢ What I say unto you I say untoall,
warcm.” Let néither truth or falseliood, virtue or
vide, happiness or misery, escape your notice, or elude
your examination, when within the reach of your oh-
servation,” ¢ Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit
yourselves like men; be strong.  Let all your things
berdone with caarrry,”? - .

B
PRPCEPTARS

CHAI’TER X

PROFANE SWEARING. .
It hesoften been remarked that the despicable hab-
it of profane swearing, ongmated from the mode and
manner of limitarian preaching. We are inclined to .
thmk that the remark iy a just one § for if the doctrine
of endless damnation had never heen tanght among
mankind, and s’mct:oned by the oft repeated dec_[ar-
ations of the clsrgy, no -person would ever have
thought of the infamous habit of venting his spite and
malice towards his fellow beings, by rashly cailing
on God and-Jesus Christ to damn them, send themio
hell, &c... But be this as it may, of this oné thing we.
are positively certain, to wit, that the practice is in,
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pexfect. accordance with -the: partialist dectrine and
maﬁner of preaching. No.man who believes in‘the
doctrine of Universslisin, and conforms his daily prac-
tice and conversation to the true spirit of the senti-
ment, Wwill ever use. such Jow and vulgar—-1 was
going to say languege, -but it is beneath all lunguage.
Btill, we are aware that some pevsons who pretend
to belieyt_a in the sentiment, and who undoubtedly.do
etabrace. it in theory, too {requently indulge in thig
heatbenish practice. We arc beartily sorry that any
man can so far disgrace himsell and the exalted na”
ture of man, as to act so inconsistent a part' among
big fellow beings. But I am at & loss to conceive how
the evil can be cured, so long a.s such men as Phinney,
Burchard, Littlejohn, Knapp, Myrick, and a lost of
such desperadoes, are encouraged and approbated ag
religious teachers ; for 1 am sconfident that no intem-
perate ‘blackguard, or abunsive bully, eould use maore
- profane and abominable blasphemies, than such erea-~
tures are in the constant habit of using. Let the be-
lief .in endless hell-torments cesase, and such preach-
ing, if preaching it must be called, be discontinued,
and profane swearing will soon becomo obsolefe und
be numbered with other extravagances that are uiter-
Iy forgotteri, This is our opinion, and not ours anly,
as will be seen by the following original anecdote,
whmh is suscepb.hle of proof.’ '
Not a 100 milés frem thls c1ty, and but o feiw’
months since, o professor in a certain theologlcal in-
stitutiqn,'a_hd a Preshyterian Doctor of Pivinity, had
" occasion to spend a Sabbathin'a neighboring lown.
At the interinigsion, or ‘dﬁring the evening aftér ser-
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vices, the conversation between him and- his host,
who, by-the-by; was also a. Presbyterian, and .a-very
respectable and influential man; happened-to turn up-
on what is called % new measure-preaching ;7 when
the Doclor tool occasion to- relate, in substance, the
following very appropriate-story. .. The. Doctersays :
. % After preaching several- years in the old-fashion-
ed way, fuy attention was awakened, dnd the-dormant
energios of my mind aroused upon hearing M. Phin-
ney. I.was_ captivated with his enthusiastic manner
of preaching, and I seon involuntarily adopted the
same manner. 1 was zealous in the exireme, and
dwelt much upon the wrath of God, and the awful
miseties of the damned, &ec. )

I was invited to preach in a certain neighbor-
hood, and accordingly weat and preached to the peo-
ple in my new-fashioned style. -After meeting I was
invited to- the house of a friend, whose family consis-
ted of an amisble consort and-an inleresting little
child, perhaps three or four years old. " While tea was
preparing and ‘we were fresly conversing upon stn-
dry subjects,. the little. child goes to its mother and
gays,. ¢ Why, ma, how that man swore to day 3 jen’t
it wicked to swear so, ma¥ . The good sister appear-
ed much embarrassed at this singular language of her
child, and probably more so in-consequenes of ifs be-
ing uttereil in presence of the miaister ; ‘and she tried
every art 1o divert the.child’s mind from the disagree-
able subject, but all ‘was in vain, the impression made
upon its little mind was ‘not so easily to be érased; it
persisted in these inquiries. I was. foreibly affected.
1 saw the propriety of the child’s views upon this sub-
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ject 3 and L.am constrained to say, # wus the grealest
sermon 1 ever heard, and I, from that time, have been
convirced of the evil tendency of such extraordinary
preaching, and have ever since studmusly avoided the»
habit.? : :

We shall leave the reader 16, make his own remarks '
apon the above, under the full conviction that, if he
is as thoughiful as the Jiftle child, and as free {rom
prejudice, he will at once . discover that limitarian
preaching in the commen siyle, greatly subserves the

cause of open profanity and downright blasphemsy.

———

CHAPTER KI».
ENVY CONSIDERED.

Awaong all the passions that human nature is sube
ject to, and that disgrace the human character, cor-
rode the mind, and pervert the due exercise of the
soul, envy stands. most disgustingly conspieucus. It
is emphatically. one of the lowest and most conterapii-
ble traits in the human character that ever found aa
abiding place in the. breast of man. - Hencé, 1t is a
passion, the nature and consequences of Whlﬂh) cer-
tainly merit a few appropriate remarks.

¢ But what is envy ¥’ says the reader. Is it possi-
ble that mankind should so long have been cursed and
preyed upon by this monster.of iniquily, whose hydra-
head has so frequently been geen among every class
of human gociety, and still remein ignorant of- its na.
tare? This may be possible, and therefore we briefly
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answer-—Envy is that peculidr affection of the hirmdn
heart, whieh gridyges toothers’ that respect ahid pros-
perity, which are Suppo%d to attend them, Ory envy
may be considered as ‘4 sensalion of uneasinest and
disquiet, arising frdm & selfish; grovelling - dnd con:
trasted niind, in view of the advantages-of others, ae-
companiéd wzth a spmt of mﬁhgmty aﬂd sp{te fowmds
thew. SR

A few exariples from sucred h:story may be vefer-
ved to as illustrative- of that féll:spirit” which dlaims
our notice. - Rachael envied her sister Ligah; Lecatise
she participated in a.certain blessing wlich seemied to
be denied her. Joseph®s brethren envied him, becauge
his' father: loved himi Saul- envisd -David, bécatse
he considered him a competitor for the threne .of: Ts-
rael. Haman envied Moidecai the lesst dégree. of
honor, because he hated him, . And the Jews-envied
Paul and Barnabas; because they. preached ‘the gospel
of God's universal graw, and preaehed it with power
and success. :

By consulting the mrcumstances connecteu Wlth the
above references, it will be seen that tho.above Jefini-
tmn of envy is correct, and that its, nature is sufficient-
l_v desprcable

But the subject may e amphf‘ ed by attenumg, f’or
a few ‘moments, to the wretched qﬁ'ects of this ignoble
passion. What are the. benqﬁcm& eﬁ'ects arising from
its indulgence, either to individuals or to community
There never were, and never can he. any - such effects
rationally ant:mpated from such a cause. A corr upt
fouiltain cain never emit sweet wa.ter,_n_elther do men
gather figs from thistles. " As well sight we expect

K
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.to.extract pure honey from gall and bitterness, as fo
anticipate ahy _degree of benefit from the exercise of
envy. . : :

Surely, nalther envy nor its operatmns were pro-

-ductive of any real good, or gain, to Haman or his
friends. .And the same may be truly said concerning
aiyy-and every individual, who has been guided in his
course of life by envious feclings towards others.—
The individual o whom we have just alluded, had a
melancholy: experience of the sad effeets of such feel-
ings ;-and so did Joseph’s bretbren, king Saul; and
many others in angient times. And there are hut few
even at tha‘pr‘es'ent day, whd indulge in envy, that do™
not, sodner or later, expemence similay effects from
guch indalgence.. : '

But since we have aIluded to Hamun, ye may as
well, perhaps, take his history as ‘a sample of envy’s
selvants, in all ages, and under’ all cirbumstarices, —-

The history of this-envious rhar constitutes a lesson
of moral instruction, fraught with the richest treas-
ures, and-is -most admtrahly calculated to show, how
sudden and ‘how great may bo the changes from hu-
man exaliation to the lowest abasement, and vice ver e,
Haman, on the one hand, through the instrumentality
of envy, expenenceﬂ a most degrading and [atal fall ;
while Mordecai, in consequence of his integrity and

prrghtness of character, was rmsed to the most dig-
nified honors.
Haman, flushed with ambition, and p'riding himgelf
on the radiant prospects before him, commnnicated to
his Triends the glory of his riches, the multuude of



et T ——

e e e —

MORALTST 129
his children, and all the things in which the king had
promoted him, and how he had advanced him above
all the princes' and servants about him. - He said,
moreover, Yea, Esthar the queen did "lét no man
come in with the king unto the banqueét that she had

prepared but myself; and to-morrow am I invited

unto her also With-the king. Yet all this availeth me
nothing, so'long as I sec Mordecai the Jew sitting af
the king’s gate.”  What then? Why, the envious
wreteh reso‘lves, not onlv of the destructionof’ Mor-
decai, but also on 'the gniire extinction of the Jews, h]S
kindred. :

But why was not Haman content with the advan-

tages by which he was surrounded ? and why did he
uot richly enjoy the royal honors and favors con-
ferred on him by his soverelgn % For tho same rea-

. sons that all envions persens are proh1b:ted the enjoy-

ment of the blessings of which they are possessed
One important reason why Faman was wretched, is
assigned by himself. ¢ All this availeth me nothing,
so long.as [ see Mordecai the Jew smmg at 1he king’s
gate.”?

Haman’s envy not only destroyed all his comfort
in its exereciss, but it urged him on in the formation of

a plan for Mo1cleca1 s destruetion, which, as is gener--

ally the case, ended in his own. He was hung upon
the same gallows that his inhuman envy erected upon
which to end the days of Mordecai.

Readcr, here is a fair sample of the effects of an
envious di'sposmon of ‘mind; Al therefore, should

guard against the indulgence of this base. and cruel

passion.

A
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~ 1. Beeause it s unrecsopable. As it respee,ts IO Fs
al mﬂtlves ﬂnd mcral actiony, it is the provmue of reds.
s0m to point ont the _advantages or dtsadvantages of
any couise of - moxai conduct.  And as reason is dec1«
dedly opposed 0 the exorgise. of envy; we shoul&
never indulge it,.

EA Beeauge tIl]s spitit relgns only in JTow, selﬁsh,
pervexted and conupt minds. . A personef a geners
ous; noble and magnammous dlsposnwn, wiil ever re-
joice in the 1mp1ovcment prosperity und fehclty of
others 3 whﬂe an ignoble and contracted soul is always
‘gmeved and chaguned in view of their suceess and
happiness.

8. Because envy is nof mewly against our fellow
men, but it'is also against the provzdence of God that
i operates, It was Divine Providence that secured
the special love of the Patliai'c;h to his son Joseph.—
Therefore, his brethren, in envying him, murmured
agmnst God. “And it is evidently so in every case
where enyy operates. ' .

4. Because an individual who indulges it, €5 or ever
ought ta be detested, so far as his conduct is concern~
ed, by alt who know him: A universal abhorrence
ohtains generally among mzmkmd towards those who
cherish a passion so base and contemptible, and soTe
puguant to all the bOClB.l virtues and virtuons connex-
ions., : :

5. Because it {5 the very temper and spirit of "the
jnhabitants of the dark regions of the fabled TanTa«
rOgy Which ahows what a despicable rank it.helds in
the estimation of I‘IEATHENE. :
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8. Because it dries up all the comforts of him who
suffers it to dcvastate the soul of every generous feel-
ing, and entirely pervert the {unctions of the under-
standing, How did the brethren of Joseph mar their
own enjoymehts by thair envious feelings towards him
whom they hated without a canse ?

T+ Because it very naturally leads m&nkmd to all
manner of other kindred mizdemeanors and crimes.
It led the cruetl Saul o seels, zealously, the life of the
youthful David, his benefactor, and to whom more
than once, he was indebted for the preservation of
his existence, And it always leads to similar re-
salts, : . o : |

" But wa have, perhups, offered a sufficient number
of réasons, why we should guard every avenue of the
hedrt ugamst so fatal a poison as envy, And hence,
a few additional remarks will close the c'naptel, ]

1. Let this Llaghtmg curse ever be kept, parucu[ar-
ly, from the ranks of 'telng.OUS_ warshippers, Noih-
ing will so soon, and so fatally, and' 50 effectunily ar-
rest the growth of social and friendly feelings and i m-
tercourse among tha ‘members of 2. religious soctet/y
asan envious spirit. And whéea such intercoursa and.
feehngq are mteruptod anarchy, detraction and ruin
will 1mmed:ately ensue ; for it is lmposmb]c to leep
ihe unity of the Spirit in the bonds of peace, when.

once it epteis and is wolcomed among the membezs of'

such an associdtion.
2. Let it ever be watched with-a v1g11ant eye, lest

it find its way among those who are united in the sol~
emn and endearing ties o Yoinisterial: brothierhood.

*K
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No cause can pessibly prosper, where its public agents
are striving unlawfuily for the mastery 3 especialiy if
they be governed in thelr conduct uowaxds each other
by the spirit of envy, Fnvy surely “slayegh the silly
one,” and I mquemly, the innocent suﬁ’er from its das-
tardly operations. But ¢ a word to the wise is suffic
cient,” and thus endeth the chapter.

. CRAPTER Xif
DID'AGTICAL .

Among mmy other 1mp01tant moral duiies, il
joined upon those who profess to he religious, by the
great Aposﬂe of the Gentiles, we find the foliowmg
which is tao genem]]y dlsregalded etoept in theary
<1 thine enetny hunger Feed_him 3 i he thirst, give
him drink ; for in so doitig thou bhalt heap caals of
fire ot liis head ~ Rom. xii. 26,

- The existence of a wish to punish an enemy, is co-
exlensive “with buman nature ; and it s, perhaps,
nght thak it should be so. Dut the weans of accom.
phshmg this desire, are too Pommonly such as o
hrmg the inteirdad, chasusement upon the- mdmdual
whio tses them. For 1nstance-—a fellow being wan-
tonly and unjostly injures and abuses me,” Ifeel a
strong desu'e to chastise him fov if. In or der to grat—
ify this "desie, 1 wantunly and unjustly m_;ure and
abuse bim., Now, instead of punishing. him, [. bave
only envaged him, and opened ihe way to the recep-

* tion of a slill greater injury and abuse inteturn. And
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by the unholy law of 1eta1mtmn, I deserve the Second.
abuse. . And so, we mlght go on injuring. and. abusing
each other till ithe conflict ended in poverty, dxsgraca
and death ! :

- From these remarks; -i t wiil be 'p‘er'eei‘#&d that I have
not adopted the right ¢ourse of procedvrs o effect.
the. desited-end, - He has undertaken to injure mig—
I haye undertaken to follow ip his example in retalias
ting the injury with interest; and the vesult is just-what
might have.been rationally: expecled—we are both -
raied 2 - Hero is seen-the folly of undertaking to:do-
that, which- we.do:not- know  how: to do, - A wilful
wiong should be suitably punished, and there is a way-
by which it may be done-efféctually,-and with safety
to ourselves.. "The Apostle. has clearly pointed- out
that way ; and all we have to do to bé" cotivineed of
ite utility; is to #ryit. If an individual wilfully and:

- wantonly abuse me, the most severs punishment that.

T can inflict upon him. is, to ¢ feed him” when he i
 hungry,” “¢clothe him” when he is. ¢ naked,” or,
in other words, do him all the good. I can, in.return
for the evzl he. has done me.. If he possess apwrtwfe of
human nature, he must feel the bltter agonies .of sslf-
condemnat;on and shame—the cuttmg pangs of  grief
and contrition, and the fu]I wezght of that unavoidable
retrlbutwn whxch h1s own conscignce embraces,- In
the languawe of the Apostls he is * damned.of hlm-
self 7" This is-the. relaliotion wh:ch revelation .and .
teason umtedly recommend s and by pursuing this -
course, WO may. gratlfy our. desrre .of wevenge, and at.
the same tlme,en_],oy the ;most reﬁned happiness—we
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may render an epeiny intensely miserable, while we
deprive him of the power of injiring usin refurn, and
fically, the virtue and happiness of both pames, are
in the end, greatly promoted.

- Therefore, if an enemy abuse you, abuse him not
in return 3 if that enemy have talents and virtues, re-.
spect and honer them ; favor as far as pOSmbIe his.
inferests ; deal gently and charitably with his imper-
fections and failings, and ever strive to shield his fame-
on.all occasions. By so doing ¢ you will heap coals-
of fire on his head”—conls that will not cosume him,
but which will melf him inte repentance and love..
This, reader, if we may be allowed the expression, is
the only landable and justifiablp revengé. Verily,
“ wisdom's ways are ways. of pieasantneSS, and alh
her -paths are peace »

~ GHAFTER XIIL .
CuYe ask ye know not what."—Tihle.
fh this” m1s]es.dmg world of alternate joy and 80T
row, mourning and rejoicing, vice and virtue, wis~
dorn and folly—where vothing past can be recalled,
all things present unsatisfactory, and every [uttire
prospéct in time incomprehensible and altogether un-"
certain : it “evidently becomes us, as rational and
moral beings, to roverence and obey the following di-
vine injunction.  “ Be still and know that I am God. ’7
It must be admitted that the Supreme Being, the’
great archilect of the universe—rules and controis;
all events amd purposes for the highest good of “all; -
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gnd liis own highest glory : And ap wo are totally
mcompetenl: to. determme what event in Durme

’ Prowdence, would be mOSt conducwe even {o our own,

benefit, we should be constantly impressed wuh the
important pecessity of cheerfully submitting to the
infinitely wise -and jmpartiaily benevolent decisions of
Hlm who cannot err.

-Many are the events Whlch, in the order c)f' Dmne
Providence are every day transpiring, the propriety
and necessity of which wa cal neither comprehend
or to any degres understand. And frequently it is
the cause, perhaps, that, like Job's wife, we are near-
Iy ready to “ curse God and die,” when the very
event which gives ussuch a vast degree of dissafis-
faction, is wisely designed ‘for our greatest possible

" good. . But we are inclined to belicve that a little can-

did and reasonable reflection upon the nature and at-
tributes of our Divine Ruler, and upon the perfect or-
der, harmony and conneetion of all that surreunds,
sustaing and cheers us, will be instrumental in con-
vincing mankind, of the temerity and presumptien of
thus ** charging God falsely,” and finding. fault with:
the righteous, impartial and benignant dispensatiens
of-His Diving. Government and Providence. % ¢
that-meir would praise the Lord for his goodness; and
for his -wonderf‘ul_'wovks to.the children of men !¥
But in regard more particularly to many of those
wiio make a profession of the christian religion, it
may truly be said; that even in their prayers, which
are many, and-loud, and long, they know not what
they ask, - Reader, did you-ever altend what is com-
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monly dafled ¢ an érthodex prayer meeting ¥ And
did yon ever pay particuldr attention to the nature,
phraseology and inconsistency of those earnest peti-
tions, then and theve offered up to the Delty ? i your
answer is an aflirmative one, then permit me to in:
quire again, did not each ous pray for the especial
accotnplisment of those things which would gratify
their individual and party feelings, without-even per-
mititng their God the privilege of acfing according to
the dictates of his own wisdom and economy ¢ Have
you not ofien heard them' use- languwage like the fol-
lowing? 40, Lord, here iz a vile ungodly sinner
before thee, he wants religion—he must have it to-
night, or go down to hell. 0, God, come right dowi’
now and convert his soul, if you. don’t, he'll be
damned to oll eternity, Now is the lasi—the only.
time, to-morrow will be forever too late. Come down
amtnediately, Almighiy Gody or he will go to hell and

" be lost forever. We can’t be put off—he must be

converted to-wnight,” &be. &c. " Now - evidently such
men know not what they ask—and if their prayers
should all be answered, the universe wonld veturn to
chaos, and beaven and hell amalgamate. Such pray-
ers are not in sccordance with the example of Ehrist
~~#Thy will be ‘done on earth even ng it is done by
the angelsin heaven,” is the language of the son of
man.: Again, I it. be possible, let' this cup pass,
neverthelesy, not my will but thine be.done,

Here is an example of feeling and of expressios.
O, that professors o religion would be guided by it
We . should strive to. imitate the adorable spirit-here
exhibited.
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. The following circumstance,, which clearly illag-
trates the weakness and temerity of those who insist
that God shall gratify their peculiar personal fecling,

“in.the direction of events; and also ‘the impartant

propriety of placing their, implicit confidence in the
Divine wisdom to contrive, and goodness to execute,
we have somewliere seen, whether it be true or false
we know not, . Let it be.read with candor, and the
moral instruction therein contained, canuot weli fail
of producing its desired effoct upon the heart and up-
on the conduct of the reader.

A fond father was in great distress for a favorite
child, whom he apprehended to be dying in its infan-
cy. Several of his friends endeavored to assuage
his grief, but he refused to be comforted. At length
the minister on whom he auended offered to pray
with him, and desired him to ecompose his mind, and
give up his favorite son to the Divine disposal, since
there was no probable hope of his recovery. He
replied, 1 cannet give him up ; and it is my importun-
ate request that God would spare this child to me,
whatever may be the consequence.  Hs had his de-
sire ; the child recovered, and grew up, if possible
more und moré his darling : but he lived to be & thorn
in his side, and to pierce his heart with many sorrows.
For just as he came to maturity, he robbed his excel-
lent master, whorn before_he had often injured. He

" was seized by the hand of justice, tried, condemned,

and died one of the most hardensd wretches thatever
went out of life in that ignominious manner. Upon
the fatal day of execution, the mourning father was

'
1
]
1
i
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ade to femember his: former pash putition witli grief
and teais 3 and, hambled in {ha. dust; confessed his
Colly and fifs sin. The text which heads this articley
came home i his-heatt and his censcience. He was
fully sensible that; in kis former petitionsy e knéw
not iwhat he asked. . s L
A general application is inended.
Readery @ Trust i the Tiord and do go

% :
i‘:

b2
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. SEOTION V‘. -
iLLUITBA'i‘IONS OF ICRIPTURE TRUTH '-
CHAPTER L e
DOCTRINES AND EXAMPLES OF CHRIST
“I am tha way, and the-truth, and the life.”—Joux xiv. 6, -

In tha context, our Savior ia addressing his lLittle
band of admiring dlSGlpIES, and endeavoring to com-
fort them with an assuranes, that notwithstanding he
was s0an to be separated from thom by the cruel hand
of death, he would, in due time, come again in the
glory of his apiritua] kingdom, and receive them to
himself and to the exalted enjoyments- of that divine
yuth which his advent had brought to light. Among
other things, hé says to them, ¢ Whither I go ye
know, andthe way ye know.” But Thomas says,
¢ Lord, we know not whither thou goest,and how can

we know the way ¥ It wasz in reply to Thomas,

that Jesus used the very significant language of the
fext,

Thomas (and perhaps the other disciples) was evi-
dently in the belief, that Christ was intending to es-
tablish & tempora! government; notwithstanding the
many important instructiona that they had received in
relation to the spiritual nature of his reign. Henes,
it appears from the context, that he supposed that Je-

aus was speaking to them of his departure to some

other part of the country, to a place, the location of
L
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which, he had not yet informed them. It was proba-
bly for the purpose of correcting this false impression
and convincing Thoraas that this language was to be
understood in a moral senve, that he said, « Tam the
way,” &c..

From the foregomg remarka and citations, it will
be perceived that the toxt is the lariguage of our Sav-
ior,.and that it is full of importance, This being the
case, it will be our. design to render it as profitable as
our abihtxes and limits w:ll permit, This we shall en~
deavor to do, by showing briefly how Jesus is ¢ the

way, the truth, and the hf'e,” to the chlldren of men ;
And ‘

1. He is s0 by the d.oct-rmes which Te taught Al
mankind at the.advent of Christ, are. ropresented as
languishing, famishing and sleeping under the deepest
und most destructive ignorance of the true Gdd and
the moral obligations that they. were under, to love,A
serve and adore him.. But the docmﬂe of Jesus came
like a refreshing shower of rain upon the parched and
thirsty ground, It softened the hard and barren
hestts of men, cooled and purified the moral atmos-
phere, and prepared the way for & rich and plenuful
harvest of nghbeousness, and peace, and joy in the
Holy Spmt . )

The visionary and degradmg mythology of the
brentlle nations; 11ad farnished its adherents thh a
mulhtude of pasqmnate, wrathi'ul and cruel dWImtlea;
whose exorbltant demanr]s upon thelr devotees, far,_
exceeded their means of comphance, which’ rendered
them wretched in the extreme, while coutemplatmg

A
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the indescribable torments_ that then- malignant. geds

might pour upon them in the future world !

The ceremonial law by which the Jews professed
to be govemed had become so corrupted by the in-
troduction of henthen fables, that it was neaxly, 1i' not

_ equally, as fruitful & source of error and misery, as

the heathen mythology itself. Hence, mankind were
inyolved in the gloomy wilderness of error and delu-

sion, v:rtual!y without I'iope and w1thout Gad m the _

world .
But the Messmh came—the matchiess Hon of God

—and by the benevolent doctrines which he promul-'

gated, the astonishing miracles. which he wrought in
attestation of their truth, and the unanswerable argu-
ments which he used in their defence—broke down

the inighty bulwarks of bigotry, superstition and

falschood, and demonstrated 1o thie nations the alti-
mate glory, life and 1mmortaht} ef & ransomed
world !

The doetrines of Christ 'were s the way,” by rais-
ing the dejected mmds, and directing the hopes of
men, to God their benevolent Fathier, and Jesus their
immutable benefactor and efficient Savior—+¢the Lamb
of' God, who taketh away . the’ sins of the world.””—
They were ““the truth” as they came from him who
wag the ¢4 image of the invisible God.” ~They were
also the truth, in distinetion from all othef doctrines
ever .promualgated among Jews or heathens. Other
doetrines may have conlained some small proportion of
truth, but like the pottage prepared at Gilgal for the.

‘sons.of the prophets, they have invariably .on exami--

nation, been found to contain too much ¢ death”” to be’
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palatable or - beneficial to man. They werc «'the hfe o
Hence, Jesu» himself says, «H¢ - that heareth my
word, and believeth on him that sent'me, hulk everlas-
lmg Zcfe, and shall not corme into condemnauon, buat’
ig passed from ‘death uito l:fe ?  And zgain Hie says',
¢ The wurds thnt I speak they ure spmt and they are
hﬁe faone

“But the doctrines of Chnst are nut only s the way”
in which mankind must travel, to obtain & mew and
living faith, and a sure and steadfast hope——"lhe
truth’ which brmgs life and 1mmortahty to light, and
the moral * life ”whlch ammat’es the soul and satisfies
thie wants DE’ the béliever- tero's but thay posxtlvely
assure us, that this weakness shah be clothed with
power-—thls dishonor with glory, and this corruptmn_’
with lmmortahty--tha.t allghall he made alive #» Christ
—that mortahty shall be swallowed up of llf‘e—-—hfe
eternal !--life fmmortal I—life unending !

2. Christ is the: way, the truth and the Ilfe in the

mmble ea:amples which he exhibited to the world.—
The history of all nations and ages may be carefully.
examined; the biography of Jewish priests and proph-
ets, and also of pagan philosophers, may bo searched,’
and no perfect exomplar can'be named: In- what
partof the world hasany man existed, whase every
act in life was squared by the.rale of moral perfec-
tion ¢~ What individual ever.encountered the oppo-
sition, insult and abuseé; that ¢ame like an overflowing
food upon Jesus of Nazareth, and who was prepared:
to mect itall in the unwavering spirit of heavenly:
charity and forbearance 7 History may. be ransacked
in vain to find such a personage, None but Jesus
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ever met such carnal weapons ef cruel opposition.
with the sword of the Bpirit excluswely None but
Jesus over. endured such excessive insult wzth immus

table . patience and fortitude.  None but Jelus BYET

received such-wanton abusa wuh unalterable forbear-

ance and charny. In him_we discover an exercise

of love in exchange for the most bitter hatr&d—good!
will in_exchange for malice and envy—and broth-

erly ‘kindness_in exchange for ragmg persecuﬂon_
and wrath, .Heie is a perfect example for the’ chil-
dren of. humamty to imitate. But O, how few there

are, oven among. h:s prof‘essed followers, who are de-

termined to walk in his steps—-how few. there are, who
feel disposed to sacrifice their unruly passions at the

golden altar of moral rectitude, and bury their remain-

ing defections and trausgressmns under the foot of the

cross:! . ‘

What did Jesus do for the beneﬁt and 1mprovement
of his fellow-men ? He took upon him the form of
a serpani—Iéd a desultory and suffering . life—went
about doing good,-even to his worst enemies—and fi-
nnlly, died upon Galvary for. the world, thatths lost
m:ght be found, the sinner rei‘ormed. the deaf be bles~ )
sed with hearing, the blind. with asight,. the sick with
health, the dead with ljfe, and the whole wor]d with
salvatton ] These examples of .pers sonal sacrifice. for
}mbhc good -are, worthy the interested attention and
pmcnoal approbotlon of every, child of' Adam, as they _
pre io us the wayy the truth, and the hf‘a-__ o o
But how.. many are there, who ars Wl”ll‘]g in. thm
respect, to be. followers of Christ ? Who is ready. to

sacrifice his personal comfort temporal intérest; popu-
T
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larity and friends, to support and encotrage ihe uns-
dulterated trmhs of the gospel, and'thereby promiote
the highest honoi=—thé highest good of mankind uni-
versally *  This we are bound 1o ds, if we would-
walk in - Christ as the * way,” enjoy’ Christ as-the’
“ truth,” and hops in (‘hnst 23 the resurrecnon and
the ¢ life.” " o R

‘But one remark and I have ‘done.” We must: be, '
either  Christians, or hgpocr:les, or infidels. 1 we
would be Christians, ‘we must follow Christ. If we
would be hypocrités, we musi profess ‘one thing and
do anotlier, If 'we would be infidels; we must deny
the Ghnstlan religion in tofo. Let us be consxstent.

e ——

ST, PAUL A UNIVERSALIST PRE iCHER.
anp'rmn i, _ .
“Whereumol xmr_ordaised a preacher.” 1 Tiw, i 7.

“The text, it will be perceived, is'a short one, and so
shall thé sermon which follows it; be. But short
ag the textis, it embrace'a mitter of no Imle 1mpor-
tance, :

The author of the words selected, was St. PanI,the
great apostle of the Gentiles; and lie ‘was writing to
Timothy, whom he addresses as his‘'own son in the
faith. - His' manifest object in writing to Timothy
wasd, to instruct him more fully in the-invaluable prin-
ciples of that ¢¢ glorious gospel of ‘the grace of God,”
to the full belief of which, he had been thoroughly eon-
verled ; and also to admonish him against'the sophis-
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Ary and decepuons of those proi‘essora ofa popular re-

hglon by which lie' was st rrounded Most worthy ab-

ject indeed |
Pat we have no time o dwell here.  We must en-

ter directly into the main'subject which the fext em-’

braces, a subject that might be rendered extremely
interesting and proﬁtable, if the right man had taken
hold of it “But as it is, u: is possible that gome little
light may be thrown up0n it; at least enough to ren-
der the spiritual darkness whlch surrounds mankmd :
visible,

1. Inour presentendeavors, measurably, toopen the

" matter to- the mind of the reader, let us inquire, in the

fitst place, to the preachmg of 'what, 3t. Paul was or~
dained, - Th;s is @ very. important inquiry ; not only
because it is the most direct way to get atthe truth of

" the Chnstmn rel:g:on but also, because- there ig no

little dmagreement and contention in relanon to. the
question. All professed Christians are willing to ad-
mit in general terms, that, Paul was not only ordained
8. preacher, but that he was ordained 2 preacher of

goepel truth.. Just so. we believe, and in regard to

thia general proposmon, all cheerfully-and unanimous-
ly agree. Then, says the reader, how. can there be,
as you say, and as my own observation demonstrates,
8o much d:sagreement and contention in relation to
the doctrines which the illustrious Aposﬂe Wos O

dained to preach? 1 will tell you. Many peqple. '

and even some priests, _ml_l,madﬂy admit, in general
terms, that the Apostle preached what he was ordained
1o preach, and that he was ordained to preach the
truth ; but the moment you begin to name pariicular
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~ sentiments advanced and maintaised by that ancient,

and 1nsp1red preacher, and brmg forward his own
declarations in support of them, they fly off at onee
in a tangent, and either exert their mgenulty to make

the Apostle contradict hlmself or prompﬂy deny that.

he preached the truth,. No. matter We have this
one thing to comfort us 3 they . cannot recdly e change‘
the Gruth into a he,” though they may repeatedly at-
tempt it, They may “worshlp the creature more
than the Creator,” but they can never change the
Father of spirits” into a ¢ benst and his image,” ex-
cept itbhei in their vmn unagmanons,” noy destroy
that system of immutable truth and love which Paul
was ‘ordained to pmmulgate and “defend. - But’ stop.
We had forgotten that we were writing a Sketch Ser-
mon, We will return to'the question 1mmed1ately be-

" fore. us, and endeavor. to answer it

We may. here remark, that the apostle was not on-
1y ordained to preach the truth ée’ ‘genéral, but he was
avidently ordamed to preach the truth in every partics”
far. We are now prepared to nario some of the" par-
ticular sentiments-preached and defendsd by St. Paol)
To ' do this, we have only to consulf the precedmg
context, where the important articles of his faith are
fully developed in languaga not easily to be misun-
derstodd, and where too," we are lully ‘atthotized to-
believe that he  was no prtialist ; although ‘he had
pre\rmus]y been one; of the most lhorough gomg

tamp. B

"1 By rei’emng to the’ commencemem of the chap-
ter: whmh containg out. text, ‘we learn that the Apos-
t!e Y prayers, mtercessmns and gwmg of thanks, war
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earnestly offered up fot ofl ment without the: least re~
serve ; for we cannot suppose that he would so ears
nestly exhort his' beloved sori’ Tittiothy to ¢omprehend
wore in' s pétilions to-the throne of God; than-he did,
ori than hé wished others to. e sa‘ys,"‘--‘lf exhort’
therefore; that, first-of all, supplications; prayers, in+:
tercessions; and giving of thanks, be made for all men ;-
for-kings; and.- for alkthat are in-authoritg 5% &ei—
This exhortation, then, should: constitute ‘a sufficient-
stimulug 1o induce, at: least-gvery man who is % or-
duined a préacher” of Gospel truth; to embrace in his:
prayers to-God, the. whole human family as the off-
spring of one .Fatheryand subjects of that impartial.

-favor which transformed the darkened mind of the
" bigoted and persecuting Saul, and rendered him a

consistent and bepevolent Christian, - But _

2. Wo should be very careful that our prayers and
iotercessions do not extend. beyond the boundaries cf
our feith ; for the same author is very. particular to
inform his brother in the ministry that, ¢ what is not
of faith iz sin.”” Reader, there are but few greater
sing, than to pray for the purification and salvation of
the whole world, and at the same time believe only in
the ultimate reconciliation and happiness of a emall
pert of the world. But hypocritical and heaven-in-
sulting as this is, nothmg is moze common now-a-days
than such inconsistencies. O, that every ordained
preacher would be governed in his devotional exereci-
ses, by. the Apostollc admomuons, not only to *pray.
for all men,” but aleo to “ pray lifting up holy hands,
without wrath or - doubting” !  Then would they be
prepared duly fo ‘appreciate the reasons which the
Aapostle gwes, for such impartia] and fasithful prayers
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as he. enjoing. upon his young son in the Chnatxan‘
faith,

- 8. The reasons Just alluded 10, may be found in the
8d 4th, 5th and 6th. verses, and .are stated in the fol-.
lowing plain and positive terms. - Reader, examine
these terms carefuily, in connexion with the foregoing,

-aad tréasure dp the valuable lessons therein so clearly

taught and enforced. Iere: they are,. wntten, Aas.it:

~wWeTey in letters of gold.

Firsl. - ¢ For thig {praying for all men, hf'tmg up
holy hands without wrath and doubting] is .good and
aceeptable in the sight of God our-‘Savior3 who will.
have aLL men to be saved, and to come unto the.
knowledge of the truth.” - A most cogent veason’ in-
deed ! and one which is sufficient, ‘even of itself, to .
show conclusively, that Paul was # ordained a preach-
er” of universal grace and salvation to-a lost world !
For if God will kave all men to be saved, there can be’
no infidelity or heresy in Delicving that all will be
saved ; and hence the propriety of praying for such
& result, “in faith, nothing doubting.”

Second. Knowing that prejudice was strong and
preconceived opiniond unyielding, and that errorists
must have * line wpon line and precept upon precept,’”
the Apostle goes on to state a second renson intimately .
connected with the first, in the following words:
4 For there is one God, {not three,] and one mediator:
[not God,] for he is behween God and ten, the man-
Christ Jesus, who gave himselil a ransom for all, to be
testified. in due t1me.” Reader, do you wish for any
farther, or any better, of any . stmnger testimony in.
attestmmn of the fﬂct, tha.t the’ great apostle Was_'
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@ordained & ‘préacher” of Uiversaliom ? - Is mot
this enough 10 dissolve the adamaniing coat of seg-
tarian tradition and partialist ‘prejudice, in- which
§0 many aouls are arbnran]y encased 1 I pause f'or
a reply. ©

* 4. Having thus seén, from the Apostle’s own Ian-
guage, unto what he was ¢ ordained o preacher,” we
miy ‘nhow easily perceive what it wag that filled his
soul so full of universal benevolence, peace and joy,
while encountering the uncontrolled rage and malice
of his Jewish brethren, whose partial creeds and lim:
- ited views of divine grace, he had wholly rejected.—
Yes, we can see what it was that caused himto ex--
claim, in the overflowing tide of unrestrained loveand.
compassion, I could wish that myself were accursed
from Christ, for my brethren, my kinsmen accordmg
to the flesh : who are Israelites’; 1o whom pertaineth
the adoption, and the glory, andthe covenants; and
the giving of the law, and the service of God; and the
prom1ses ; whose are the fathers, and of whom, as
: concemmg the flesh, Chnst came, who is over ally
God " blessed forever”——(Rom. ix. 3. 4, 5)—that
caused’ him to say, ¢ He [God] hath concluded them
all in. unbehef', that he might | huve mercy upon all”—
that coinpelled” him t6 éxclaim, on anbther occasion,
# O the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God' how unsearchable are his ‘]Udg-r
ments, and’ his ways past ﬁndmg out"’ o

We are aware of the fact, that Calvm, Luther,'
Waesley, Whlteﬁeid ‘and & numerous host of more
modern clergymen, ware ordained to préach a differ-
ent doctrine ; and wé are fully semsible too, of the
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deleterious effects that have followed. ‘These bave
boen ordained as preachers of God’s wrath and end-
lesa curse, a Savior's ultimate: vengenca towards »
fearfil. proportmn of those who are subjects of his
power, and a dismal prison of infinite and endless tor
ture for millions of our race ;. but by what or whosa
authority, we know not.

- The primitive apostles were all, hke Paul, ordained
to presch #the gospel of the grace of God’—the
st gospel of salvation.” And they were commanded
to preach it ¢ to every creature.” Henco there conld
be no ereature to whom they were sutherized to preach
the fabled doctrine of cegseless woe. Reader, take
your Bible ; search it through ; and if you can find
one instance where the terms, gospel of endless dom-
nation—gospel of - God’s tindictive wrath—or, gospel
of Zimifed salvation occur, we will forthwith discon-
tinue our labors in the cause of Universalism. This
however, can never be done, for the very term gospel,
siguifies * glad tidings,” or *‘good news.” And this
i3 just what St. Paul, snd all other Universalist cler-
gymen &re ordsined to preach ; and it is just what
prompted Pau) to declare, that uathing in heaven
above, orin the earth beneath, should * be able to sep-
arate us from the love of God which is in Chn&t Jegus
our Lord” :

II.. It will only be naceasnry now fot us to ehow
how the spostle discharged his ministerial duties, and
wo shall do it very briefly, as we have but little room.
In doing this, it may be remarked, that he did so by
boldly and fearlessly declaring, 111ustrutmg and de-
fending the great truths of the doctrine be bed receiv-
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©d from the Lord Jesus: ' He never undertook to-con-
ceal or disgnisé his sentimelits, to pledse ‘his numer-
ous and popular opposers. No, for when in Athens,
and surrounded by the Epicurean and Stoic philoso-
phers, who invidiously protiounced him a *¢babbler,”
he lifted up his voice among them and said, ¢ Ye men
of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too su-
perstitious.. For asT passed by, and beheld your de-
votions, I found an altar with this inscription, ‘To TRE
YNKNOWN Gop.! Whom, therefore, yo ignorantly wor-
ship, him declare I unto-you” Again, he hesitates
not to tell the Romans, that they have. ¢“changed the
truth of God into a le, andsworship and serve the
creature more than the Creator,” And he also says,
“] am set for the defonce of the gospel.” Thank God,
thetruth of this declaration is clearly set forth in our
context, as abdve noticed ; and every preacher should
Jeel as he did, the responsiblity of his. station, and fear-
lessly follow his example, in never shunning to de-
elars the whole ¢rush embraced in the gospel ; which
truth is, that ¢ God is love”—that ¢ his tender merey
is over all his works”—that he ¢¢is good unto all?” ;
that. ““he commendeth his love towards us, in that
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us?—ihat
he ¢ will have all men to be saved, and to:gome. unto
the knowledge of the truth”—and also that. ¢*the
wicked shall not go unpunishéd,” nor eseape theirjust
deserts, Every preacher shonld also, follow his-ex-
ample in exposing dishonesty, hypocxisy, ciaft-and
deception, as well én the church as out of ‘it, whether

men will hoar or whether theyr will forbear::: “All these

M
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are important duties, and should nevey be neglected
“by him who is ordained a preacher.” " Butwe have
done,

CHAPTER IiL

THE DIVINE COUNCIL AND PLEASURE.

« My counsel shall stand, and Twill do all my pleasure -
Jsa. xlvi, 10,

"L Here is an unqualified and unconditional pro-
position that the diving counsel shall be fully and per-
fectly executed. 'The language positively forbids the
introduction of any contingencies or dependence up~
on secondary causes—it is emphauc and positive.
0, vain man, cease, 1 conjure you, contendmg that
God will be thwarted in the design of man’s creation,

or be subjected to disappointment in regard to the fult.

q\ccomphs,‘hment of his immutable purposes! You
are hound by every principle of nature, reason and
divine revelation, to acknowledge that ¢ God worketh
all things after the counsel of his own will” - Who
dare fo contend athermse, taking the Seriptures for
their guide # :

T1. What is the © counsel” and ¢ pleasuw” of the
adorable Being who makes the above declaration?
Arnswer—God “.will have all men to be saved, and
to come unto the knowledge of the truth.”” 1 Tim.

"ii.4. Here his will is clearly ‘stated, and that his

will, his counsel, and his p]easure are onc and the
same thing, is too obvious to require pmof' Reader,
do you believe the apostle has given atrue statement ?

T ]
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¥f you admit that he has, can you doubt the propries
ty of advocating and defending the truth'of -his state-
ment ¥ : ' ‘

But perhaps you may still question whether God’s
ewill and puipose are the same,  Bome have very zeal-
ously contended that God’s will might embrace the
salvation of all mankind, while his purpose was de-
<idedly in opposition to such a result. If, however,
you wish for instruction in this mat{er; read St. Paul’s
Lpistle to the Ephesians, i. 9—11,. and it is believed
you will be convinced of the fuet that God’s will and
purpese are in perfect accordance - with ‘each. other.
Here -is the passage slluded to. ¢ Having -made
known unto us the mystery of his will; aceording to
his good. pleasure; which he hath purposed in himself,
that in the dispensation of the fullness of times, he
might gather together in one, all things in Christ,
both which are in heaven and on earth,’? &,

Here you will perceive that God’s 4ill,” ¢ good
pleasure,” and ‘¢ purpose” are in perfect harmony—
are sytonimous. But you may here object by say-
ing that God’s will, purpose and pleasure is, to gath-
er all things that are in Christ, not those which are
out of Christ, or ¢fl men. Then, according to the
Seripturey God hag one will o save «ff men, and ano-
ther will to save only a part ; and both revealed wills !

Such an objector, I think, must esteem his Bible
very highly, especially the writings of St. Paul, when
he diseovers such palpable contradictions as he con-
tends lor!  Which of these revealed wills would our
objector have us rely wpon-.as genuine ¥ Both can-
nof be so, 'If we should rely upon that will which
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8t Paul says embraces the salvation of all men, we
must discard that will which the -objector says doss
not embrace all men, and so, vice versa.

But if the language of both passages is allowed to
speak for itsell, we must believe that God’s wily
pleasure and purpose mean one und the samé thing,
aud that the salvation of all men is embmced in- that
thing; call it what you will.

‘This view of the subject will not only harmonjze
the Scriptures, but it will exonerate St. Paul (and per-
hapy some others) from the charge of inconsistency
anid eontradiction. .

‘The argument then, stands thus : God wills, pur-
poses, and it is his goed pleasure, that all men should
be saved and cowe to the knowledge of the truth—
should be “ gathered together in Christ, the head of
every man-—the. first born of every creature and
Bavior of the world” Who will venture to contest
thie argument % '

1. Now for the ccjnc!usmn. If the proof is deem-
ed sufficient in favor of ihe fact, that the counsel of
God shall stand-—thathe will do all his pleasure~—that
his will, purpose and pleasure; meaning the same
thing, is to save all men—to gather them together in
Christ during the dispensation of the fullness of
times, and consuimmats the ¢ restitution” ofall things,
who think ye, reader,  will be endlessly wretched-—
who will bs finally made fuel for hell, and sport for
devils, world without end # “Who will sin away the
day of grace and “sink beneath the reach of infinite
merey ? - Either come forward and refute the testi-
mony- of divine revelation, or acknowledge that
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“ gyery creature in heaven, and on earth, and under
the earth, and all that are in the sea,” shall ultimately
be heard, ¢ saying, blessing, and honor, and power,
and glory, be unto him that sitteth wpon the throne,
and unto the Lamb forever and ever.” :

Review.—The proposition is, that the eounsel of
God shali s'tanrd, and that he wiil-do all his pleasure.
The argument is, that God’s will, purpose and divine
pleasure embrace the salvation of -all men.  And the
inevitable conclusion necessarily follows, that all.men
will be saved—gathered together in Christ, and the
universe unite in songs of endless congratulation and
praise, ‘
The prop&ion, argument and -conclusion are all
in perfect harmony with the nature and attributes of
God, and the comman desive of :all good men.

oo " CHAPTER 1v. .
.~ BXPOSITION OF SCRIPTURE,

* And: El-mch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these

“things, gaying, Behold, the Lord eometh with ten thousand of his

saings; o’ execntie judgmentupon ull; and to ¢onvinee all thatare
ungodly.améng them of all their ungodly deeds which they have
ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which nngodly
sififers havespolden agaibst him."—JYuds, verses 14, 15.

This is a passage- of scripture which is dwelt vpon
with-much séeming confidence by a certain clags of
divines, as proof positive in favor of a general judg-
ment at the ¢lose of time, which will result in the un~
ending wretchedness of millions of our race. But
this application of the text exhibits those who thus
pervert its meaning, in'a very unfavorable point of

’ #*
M
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view, Jt shows that they have taken their opiniots
dpon-trusty and being deceived themselves, are zoal-
oualy éngaged in deceiving and misleading others,
And it also shows that they are ¢riminally ignorant of
the subject upon which the writer was engaged, as
well ns of sacred and profane. history, and the united
testimony of their own most learned, pious and criti-
cal commentators. DBut it sesms that any thing may
be resorted to with the fullest approbation in support
of that gloomy hypothesis which temporal policy
ond-tradition have rendeved popular, But the time is
soon coming, and even wow i3, when reason shall re-
sute its throne—truth prevail, and the traditionary
absurdities of priesteraft and delusion venish away
before the efflgent beams of the sun of righteous-
ness. God be praised for-this unspedkable blessing,
Nothing can be more evident te the informed and
unprejudical mind, than that the above passage is a
prediciion, not of miseriea in the future world, but of
severe judgment of a tamporal and limited nature.—
This, the rexder will soon learn, is not exclusively
the opinion of Usiversalists, who are so frequently
accused of perverting and ¢ wresting” the seriprares
to accotumodate their own peculiar views ; but it is
the opieonion of at least four of the most learned and
able ¢ orthodos” eommentators. That the public
may liave a proper. nnderstanding of the subject, and
be prepared daly to.appreciate the truth.of God, and
also to place a proper estimate upon the zeslous exer-
tions of" those +¢blind guides”’ whe are laboring in-
cessantly 0 deceive them -into the heathenish notion
that.Glod will render infinitely wretched o fearful pro-
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portion of his dependent offspring, for whose exis-
wnce they are commanded to praise the Lord, we will
copy the language of Gilpin, Cappe, G‘rrotms and
Clarke, in relation to the text.

Girriw says in his notion the text, ¢ Against such
persons: Enoch propheswd when, speaking of’ the old
world, he threatens them with God’s heavy displea-
sure for their enormous crimes.”—Fapes. @ loc,

Careg, on the same text, says, * The Lord cometh
with ten thousand of his saints, 1o execute judgment ;
which is the language of very ancient times, relating,
probably, to some sighal judgment of God upon un-
believers and scoflers, and applied by this writer to
those of his own day.””— Cpif. Rem. 4. 152,

Grotiys, on the text, says, ¢ Whatever Enoch
zaid, or was able to say, on the approach of the de-
luge, might very fitly ba referred, by Jude, to the
almost universal slaughter which menaced the con-
tumacious Jews.'— Annol. in loc. -

Crarke on the text holds the following language,
which we quote especialfy for the benefit of cur Meth-
odist friends. () « To execute judgment; this was
orzgmally spoken to the antideluvians, and the com-
ing of the Lord, to destrny the world, (age,) was the
thing spoken  of in this prophecy, or declaration.
But a5 God had threatened this, it requlred né direct
inspiration to foretsll it— Com. i loc.

We mighi adduce much more tgstimony tg show
that the text has no reférence to & future state of be-
ing, or'a * geneml” _]udgment° but he that will nat
be gatisfisd with the above, would not be satisfled with
twice as much more. Therefore we submit the sub-
jeet.
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CHAPTER V.
MERCY AND JURTICE.

The merey of God is perfectly consistent with the ~
demands of striet justice ; therefore, hecause we be-
lieve that infinite metey forbids the endless woe of
any intelligent being, it is hot to be inferred that we
do not believe in the just chastisement of the wicked.
Justice demands, however, no greater amount of pun-
ishment than will uitimately prove a benefit to the

. punished ; hence it requires nothing that mercy would

oppose.  Justice requires the perfect reconciliation of
every transgressor, and merey approves of all the
means which are designed to produce so glorious and
benevolent an end,  That justice will have its demands
answered in a manner perfecily consistent with the
holy principle of divine merey, is clearly evident from
the followmg seriptures, ¢ One jot or tittle of the law
shall in no wise fail till all is fulfilled.” ¢ Justice and
judgment are the habitation of thy throve, merey and
truth gd before thee,” &c. “Heis a just God and &
Bavior.”  God ¢l good unto aif and his tender mer-
ey is over all the work of his hands.? ¢¢His mercy
is everlasting—-—endureth forever.” God “is no res-
pecter of persons.”

- Thus we learn that God * will by no means clear
the guilty,” and that he is unchangeably good and
merciful to all his creatures. But no one will con-
tend that there is any merey in infinite misery, and it is
equelly as unscnptural and senseless to say there is

any justice in such an event,.
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A PO’PULAR ERROR: LJZ)RRECTED

“ Work otit your OWn snlvatum with fear and trembling.”
Phil: i1.13,

Reader ligre is an’ 1njunct1on that merits some de-
gree of serious aiterition j; not because there iy any
thing about it incomprehensible, unintelligible or mye-
terious ;. but i‘J'eéaiHse-. o vain and heedléss tradition

“bas perverted and -most cruglly tortured ity original

and primitive meaning, However, not to trouble
you with a long and tiresome exordium, I will offer
only a remark or ‘two relative to the cormmmon and
popular view of the passage, and then present you
willy iy own humble. opinion.

1. You are aware that this text, being’ wrested
from its intimate connection, has very generally been

-understood as clearly teaching the doctrines, by im-

plication at lenst, of immortal salvalion and damnation
—man’y free agency in choosing which destiny he
pleased ~and. the full efficiency of good works in es-
caping the latter, and securing the former This tra-
ditionary view of the passage, has rendered it won-
derfully useful among certain sects, in' their zealous
endeayors to arouse the fears of weak and uninform-
od ‘minds, and ‘to: bring then on tothe ¢ anxions
geats,” " And it may beiproper to remark here, that
this erroneous undérstanding of the matter, is estab-
lished upon no better foundation than the supposition,.
that-8t. Paul was addressing unbelicvers—sinners, who
were on thé road, and momentarily - exposed;to eter-
nal death, *Taking it for granted that this was the
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fact, the advocates of endless perdition, adopt the

~Apostle’s language in their addresses to modern char-

acters of* a similar gtamp, and t_hus frighten thou-
sands ouf of their senses, and inéo the church.

2. But to make a long matfer as short as possible !
Was Paul addressing unholy and sinful characters
+ T have always thought zo,” says the reader. FProb-
ably you have ; and this is by no means unaccounta~
ble. But permit me respectfully to inform you that
you have always ¢ thought” wrong, Todemonstrate
my assertion, I would invite you. just to read the whole
verse, Here itis. ¢ Wherefore my beloved, as ye
have olways oheyed, not in my presence only, but now
maeh more in my absence, work oul your own salve-
tion” &¢, Is such the language of the illustrious
Apastle to vile, impenitent and licentions unbelievers ¢
Not at all. He was addressing true believers——his
fuithful brethren in the truth, as above proved. This
matter being thus clearly seitled, the features of the
subjoct are at once changed, you parceive, from black
to white—from frowns tosmiles—from terror to
peace.

3. Tt being fully settled, theref’ore, that Paul was-

- nddressing true and faithful believers—saints—it may

next be inquired, What was the salvesion which they
were to * work out ;" It was. certainly a salvation
which they hed; forit is called their ¢ own.”” And
further 3 it was a salvation which, being in their own
possesaion, they were to work ouf, not a foreign sal-
vation which they were to work themselves énfo at
gome future period. Ina word, it was that special
salvation which every true believer had received,
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# through sanctification of the spirit, and belief of the
truth,” and in which he ¢ rejoiced with joy unspeak-
able and full of glory,” Jesus says o a certain indi-
vidual, ¢ thy faith hath saved thee 3 and Paul gays
to his brathven * salvation is eome unto the Gentiles.”
Jesus says to another individual, ¢ This day fs salva-
tion come unto this house.” These testimonios are
abundantly sufficient to show to every reasonahble
mind, that the salvation which those-believers had
received, and were admonished to “ work out,” was
constituted of the doctrinal and practical principles of
that Glospél in which they staed, surrounded by an un~
believing, superst:tlous and persecuting world.-

4. In what manner were they 1o work ouf this sal-
vation, or the ennobling, snd purifying;and happifying
principles constituting the salvation which ‘they had
received, and which was therefora their % own ?”'—‘
Simply by continuingio aef upon these excellent prifi-
ciples, being governed by the same pure motives, and’
cherishing the holy dzsposmon, which were exhibited
by the blessed Redeemer—-—-—gomg o, exemphfymg.
illustrating and enforcing the glorious truths of the
Gospel, by the punctoal exerclsa of charlty, morcy
and peace, among mankind. This is the way they
were to % work out” their ¢ own sa]vatmﬁ Y Aldons
firmation of this glorious truth ‘may be seen in Paul’
letter o the Hebrews, ¢ Thewf‘ore, leaving the ﬁrst
prmclples of the doctrine of Chrlst, let us go on unto
perfection, not laying again, lhe foundation of repen-
tance from dead works, and of faith towards God.”
Here the same sentiment which we find in the toxt, 13'
enforced. They wero to leave the doctrinal tenets of
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chiristianity, int a measure, and go on unio perfection,

in working out, or.reducing those: doctrinal tenets to
daily practive. :

But what ave we to understand by the ¢ fear and
trembling®™ with which.we ave to-work out the prinei-
ples of the Gospel ? T answer Nothing more nor
less, than that humility, and self abasement, and vip-
tuous difidence, which every true christian feels,
when going forward in’ the faithful discharge of his
religious obligations, and realizing his. responsibilities,
his imperfections, the - difficulties he:is compslled to
encounter, and the dangers to which he is exposed of
being led- estray by the seductions of error and the
flatteries of a delusive world, It is perfeetly consis-
tent to “ work out,” or illustrate and exemplify ihe
principles of -the Gospel * with fear and frembling.”
This is the manner in which selvation, or the received

puinciples of Gospel {ruth, was worked out, by the

primitive disciples. ~ What does Paul say to his Co-

rinthian brethren, in reference to the feelings that
agitated his mind, while he labored among them as a
preacher of divine truth and grace? Hear him, © 1
was with you with fear and frembling.”” Hear him
again, where in his second leiter to the same brethren,
he s highly commending their sincerity, zeal and
faithfulness, and speaking of the effoet which his pri

vate representation of them had had wpon the mind of
Titus—+¢'And his inward affection is more abundant
towards you, while he remembers the obedience of
you all, how with fear and trembling ye received him.”
Once more ; Paul says to his Fphesian bi‘ethi*én.,.
¢ Be obedient with fear and frembling.”  But the fes-

I
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timeny adduced, is more than sufficient to establish
the view which we have taken of this matter of fear
and trembling 3 and also to show, that it was not the
apprehensioh of death, divine wrath, and everlasting
perdition, which daused fear and trembling among tho
primitive disciples of Christ, while they were hearti-
ly engaged in the glorious cause of their Master—
in working out, or illustrating in their lives and con-
duct, their ** own salvation,” the salvation which they
had joyfully received through the grace of God. And
1 will only add, that I have, in this article, endeavored
to correct what I consider an injurious error, and
shall leave the result for tims and circumstances, aid-
ed by the energies of the Divine Spirit, to determine,
“ Truth iy mighty, and it must prevail,”

CHAPTER VII,

INFINITY OF SIN.

The doctune of the infinity of sin has long Leen
held by thie great majovity of professed Christians, as
an established truth in theology of which it was infi-
delity to cherish a doubt, and against which it was
criminal to suggest an argument. And this has not
only long been the case, but it still continues to be re-
ceived as an all-important sentiment in the popular ro-
ligion of the day. How mankind obtained this no-
tion, or from whence it was-derived, I shall not under-
take to explain 3 but in their endeavors to sustain the
position that sin s infinite, its advocates often pres

N
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sent ug with the following argument— sin is a viola-
tton of God’s law-—God iy an infinite Being—there-
fore, sin is an offence 1o an infinite Being, and must
of comsequence be infinite.”” Now for the sake of
the argument, we will admit the. correctnesa of this
reagoning ; and then contend upon the same princi-
ple of logic, that human vérfue is infinite. Virtue ig
obedience to God’s law—God is an infinite Being——
therefore, virtue is pleasing to an infinite Being, and
must of consequence be infinite. But will the gener-
ality of Christinus thus abide by the legitimate result
of their own reasoning ? Certainly not ; for as hu-
man virtne is possessed in some degree by every intel-
ligent being, the argument would prove too mmch ;
every intelligent being would be infinitely wirtuous
and infinitely victous—every intelligent being would
merit both infinite rewerd and sfinile punishment !
But if véce is infinite, because It is o violation of 5 law
given by an infinite Being, 1 cannot perceive why
virfue is not infinite, as it is a conformity te alaw
given by an infinite Being. That is said to be “a
poor rule which will not work both ways,” and cer-
tainly the saying will most perfectly apply ir the case
under notice.—But to proceed:

Do those who endeavor to maintain the pOpular
view of this subject, prelend to give us any Bible au-
thority for their . conclusions 1 - O yes ; they cite Job
29 : 5, and would cite £tfy move such passages if they

- could only find them ; btut unfortunately there is not
another text in the Bible where ¢ infinite” isever
copnected in any way with sit. The only passage,.
therefore, to which they can resort is this=—¢*Is not
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thy wickedness great and thins iniquities infinite %
But who asked Job this question 2. Was it Ged T O
Bo ; it was Eliphaz the Temanite, one of Job’s profes-
sed friends. But did Eliphaz mean to be understood
that the sins of Job were infipite in magnifude, or in
aumber ¢ If in magnitude, why did he use the plu-
ralnumber ' There was no propriety in-this ; for if
sin be infinite, one of Job’s transgressions was of as
great magnitude as the whole of them. But I think
it very evident from the contoxt that Eliphaz nsed the
term infinite in reference, not to the magnitude, but to
the number of Job’s iniquities; for he immediately ex-
plaing his meaning. - In the next verse he says: « For
thou hast taken a pledge from thy brother for naught;
thou hast stripped the naked of their clothing. Thou
hast not given water to the thirsty to drink ; and thou
hast withholden bread from the hungry. - Thou hast
sent widows away empty ; and the arms of the fath-
erless have heen broken. And thou sayest, how doth
God know ? Can he judge through the dark cloud 7
Why are all these iniquities specified if sin in its na-
ture be infiuite ? But again ;. if the sins of Job were
infinite either in magnitude ¢or mumber, -they might
have been more than infinite 3 for -Job was certainly
wot as wicked as he might have been, had he followed
the advice of his wife, which was to abandon his com-
mendable patience, curse Glod and die I

But it is evident that Eliphaz did not mean to have
the term  infinite,” as applied to the sins of Job, un-
derstood in its proper and full sense, This word is

frequently used in the Seriptures in a qualified sense,

and siguifies only what is uncommonly great, though
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by nomeans infinite. The Prophet Naham cértainly
used the word in this. sense when he said, ¢ Take ye
the spoil of silver; and take -ye the spoil of gold;
for there is none end of the store.” The original term
here rendered. ¢ none end,” is-elsewhere rendered n-
Jingte. - 1 wiil cite one example. In the 3d ch. of Na-
kum, 9th verse, the Propliet says * Ethiopla and
Egypt were her strength, and it wes énfindle.”  Here
it {s asserted that the strength of Ethiopia and Egypt
was infinile, Can any soch deelaration’ be found in
relation to the magnitnde of sin ! No, not in the Bi-
ble. But who is credulous enough to suppose that
the strength of Ethiopla and Fgypt was strictly and
properly infinite 2 All the passage was ever inten-
ded to mesn, was, that the power of Ethiopia and
Egypt was very great, compared. with other contem-
porary nations or kingdoms.” :

This is evidenlly the nature of Eliphaz, meaning
in the ¢age of Job; and yot, he does not assert that
Yob’s sing wers infinite, either in magnitude or number ;
he only, in the heat of his zehl, proposes the ques-
tion :  But, that Eliphaz was wreng, even in this, ia
rendered evident by the declaration of Jehovah, who
says ‘‘unto Eliphaz the Temanits, my wrath is kin-
dled agninst thee, and agafnst thy two frieads ; for ye
have - not gpoken of me. the things that are right as
my servant Job hath.” Eliphaz, then, was a folse
teacher ; he suggested that sin was infinito ; but even
he did not assert it; and this is all the evidence that
the Bible furnishes in prouf of the wriNery or sIN.
Let the deceived child of popular tradition blush at his
uafoundad assumption |
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“ THE SECOND DEATH,”

I can think of nothing which appears to- me of

higher imporfance in securing the good order and
happiness of society, in this age of religious mania
and extravagance, ‘than a rational and consistent
understanding of the Seriptures. It musi be con-
ceded by every candid and well informed man, that
a wantof this mental embellishment, in connexion
with that comsummate credulity with which the want
of this-important acquisition is generally associated,
has been, and now is, the cause of nine-fenths of the
moral evil so conspiciously prevalent in Christendom,
Hence it is the duty of every philanthropist to con-
tribute to that fund of information which we think
must eventually overturn the vile inventiony of
aspiring ecclesinstics, and set the captive mind at lib-
erly. ’ '

* For "is u feqrful sight to see

S0 many maniacs daneing in their ehains;

. They gaze upon the links that hold them fast,
‘With eyes of angnish exetrate shoir lot,
Then shake them in despair and dence again.” .
The phrase which heads this article is found in the

Revelation of St, John, chapter ii: 11, xx: 6, 14,
and xxi : 8 ; and [ know of no Biblo language which’
is relied on with more confidence, or appealed to more:
frequently, in support of infiite vengeance, than:

this. As the second death evidently refers to o first |

death—the common opinion is, that the first death iy
actually the dissolution of the body, and the second
death, the endless and irretrievable damnation of both

N
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soul and body immediately after the genersl resurrec-
tion, Whether this opinion be true and proper, or
whether it be false and improper, is our object now to
ascerfain, Let it then be remarked,

1. That an inconsistency must be discoveraple in

the common opinion, for, agreeably to this opinien,
the death of which we are spezking is as radically
different from that death to. which. it is second, as spirdt
is {rom matter, or kfe from death: ~The death of the
body, allowing the inspired writers (o teach the truth,
consists in an entire extinction of life with every ani-
mal sensation ; hence il is, with the utmost propriety,
said—*¢the dead know not anything—in the day they
die their thoughts perish~-their love, and their hatred,
and their envy ave perished—there is. no wisdom
nor device ner kuowledge in.the state of the dead.”
Now, is the second death, which is said to take place
immediately aftor the general resurrection from this

state of nodural death, in any respect, whatever, sim-
" lgr to this? Cerfainiy not; for it is said to be a
state of the keenest semsafions—of infinite pains, and
groans, and lamentations. Where now is the propri-
ety of calling such a state as this, the second dJeath 2
Would it not be much more proper and consistent to
call it a second LiFE, seeing, whils we are blessed
with animal life, we are subject to pain, sorrow, and
disappointment ¥ - In this'view of the subject there
would be a'striking similarily ;3 whereas, according to
the common opinion, there would he none, From
what has been scen, we must conclude that a wrong
application has been made of the lerm #second death 3"
we shall therefore proceed,

el
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2. To.peint out, agrecably to reason and revelation,
the true- meaning of the above oft repeated phrase.
Let it be remarked then, that the first time we meet
with this remarkable passage, is in the second chap.
of Revelation as above cited. There the Revelutor,
in writing to the charch of Smyrna, and spenking of
the maby trials and difficallies which was about to

_.come upon them, by the hands of those who said they -
were Jews, but were net, but were of the synagogue
-of the adversary, says ¢ He that overcometh shall

not be hart of the second death.” It would be well
for the reader to remember that this remark was made
to a Christian church, and that it plainly intimates to
us, and was designed to inform them, that if they
should fail of. overcoming those trials of their faith,
which they were destined to meet, they should be hurt
of the second death.

Now by a litle careful, unprejudiced aftention to
the subject, it is easy to discover what is here meant
by the second death. The church to whom this re-
mark was applied, had been gathered from among
Pagan idelators, whose moral state before their con-
version to-the Christian religion, is ealied death, in the
language of the iliustrious apostle 1o-the Gentiles.—
In his epistle to the Ephesians he says, ¢ But God,
who is rich in mercy, forhis great love wherewith he
loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath
quickened- us tfogether with Christ,” That Pagan
idolatry, and Jewish blindness, are represented az g
gtate of deaffi, (rom which the Gospel of Christ was

‘designed to quicken and raise them, po person of

information and candor W1!I attempt to evade or ques-
tfon.
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Jesus said § #The hour is coming, nnd now Is,
when the dead shall hear the voite of the Son of God,
and they thathear shall live.””  St, John says, * We
know that we have passed from death unto life, be-
cause we love the brethren,” lsit not from these
circutstances, clearly proven that all men, at the an-
_nunciation of the glad news of the Gospe! truth, both
Jews and Gentiles, were in o state of mos ol dealh t—
K this point is coneeded, then it is proper to consider
this the firet death in the sense of the passage which
heads the present remarks, The time had then ar-
rived when the Gospel truth of life and imenortality
quickensd and raised all true believers to newness of
life, uniting them to Christ by a new and living faith
—* Yield yourselves’ says Paul # unto God, as those
that are alive from the dead,” &ec. Those Gentiles,
which were associated in the church at 8mywna, had
been made alive unto God by faith in Christ. Hence,
rejecting .and despising the idols which they had pre-
viously worshipped, they exposed themselves tothe
most ontrageous persccutions, -of which St. John,
from ihe isle of Patmos, reminds them, telling them,
at the same time, that those who should remain stead-
fast and overcome those trials should not be “hurt of
the second deaih”—as much as to say, if you remain
rooted and grounded in the faith which you have ess
poused, continuing steadfast through all those ap~
proaching troubles and persecutions of which I have
told youy then you shall not fall back again into that
state of death from which, by the grace of God, yau
have becn delivered, whieh to- you would eertainly be
a ¢ second desth. .
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in the romarks made to the ministér of the church
of Sardis, we are apprized that this second death
had then actually heen realized—See 3d chap. 1 verse.
“1 know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou
livest and art pEap.” This death was the effbot.of
having defiled their garments, which shows that they
had once been elean—See 4th verse—* Thou hast a
(PEW hames, even in Sardis, which have nor defiled
their ‘garments, and they shall walk with me > in whlte,
_for they are worthy."

Does the reader wish for a clearer 1llustt'at1c>n'2

These backsliding members of the church of Sardiy

had been washed by conversion to the truth of the
Grospel 3 their garments were made ““clean in the blood
of the Lamb”—they had been made alive in Christ,
which clearly evinces that they were dead. But now
we behold them with their ¢ garments defled,’? aban-
doned to their former prejudices and gross supersti-
tion; dead to every good word and work, Will any
one now pretend that this was not the second death to
them ; when it is so conclusively shown that they had
onee befors been dead ; subsequent to which they had
been quickened and made alive in Christ. But the
Revelator further observes, (3 chap, 5 verse,) that
‘t He that overcometh, the same shall be dressed in
. white raiment ; and I will not blot aut his name out of
_the book of life, but I will confess his name befors
_my PFather and before his angels,” Nothing can be
more evident, than that those Apostles who had ¢ de-
filed their garments™ had abandoned the faith, and had
not overcome, but wers under the dominion of the
#econd death ; thelr namnes were, as 8 matter of course,
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“blotted. out of the book of lkife,” which. clearly
shows that they were once writfen there,  The “ bouk
of life” is ‘mentioned eight fimes in the Bible, seven
times by the Revelator, and once by Paul to the Phi-
lippians, In every instance, it is humbly believed, it
alludes to the Gospel covenant, which is a ministration
or book of lKfe, Hence, to become a firm heliover,
an humbls and devout follower of Christ, is to have
our names written in the book of life ; and to aposta-
tize Trom the faith of the Gospel, prove recreant to
the holy spirit of truth divine, is to have our- names
+sbloited out” of the *book of life, and out of the
holy eity,” and to to fall under the dominion of the
‘¢ gecond death.” '

But while we are upon the sub‘]ect of the % book of
life,” though it be rather a digression, 1 must heg the
privilege of introducing a pavagraph from Dr. Adam
Clarke, on Luke x: 20, “Becamse your names ore
wriflen in heaven.” o '

¢ This form of speech is taken from the ancient
custom of writing the names of all the citizens in 2
public register, that the several families might be
known, and the inhoritance properly preserved. This
custom js still observed evenin these kingdoms, though
not particularly noticed. Every child that is born in
the land is ordered to be vegistered ; and this yegister
is generally kept in the parish church, or in some
public place of safety, Such aregister as thisis call-
ed in Phil. iv: 3—Rev. iii: 5, & the book of life,
‘1. e. the book or register where the persons were en- -
rolled as they came info ffe. It-appears also proba-
‘ble, that when any person died, or behaved improper-



OF TRUTH. 173

ly, his name was sought out and erased from the book,
to prevent any confusion that might happen in conse- -
quence of improper persons laying claim toan estafe,
and to cut off the unworthy from the rights and privi-
leges of the peaceable, upright citizens,”

The Doctor concludes by citing a number of pas-
sages where this phrase is used, both in a Mieral and
moral sense.  From this, the utmast propricty i dis-
coverable in the figurative language of the Apostle
and the Revelator, which forms the foundation of our
present labora, Kvery person, Jew or Gentile, be-
coming a convert to the truth of the Christian religion
% comes indo life,” his name is - regisicred in héaven, or
“the book of life”” But if he becomes wnworthy of
the cause he has espoused, or bevomes dead to the
life, power, and spirit, of the kingdom into which he
has been born—his hame is forthwith erased, or blot-
ted ouf {rofn the Gospel blessings, and he realizes at
onice all the horrors of 'a second death and his last es-
tate is'worse than his first. Notwithstanding the ex-
hortations, admonitions and threntenings of the prim-
itive teachers Were gederally directed to particular
churches, still we may with the greatest propricty ap--
ply them to all countries where the Gospel has been
proclaimed—to all psople in all circomstances. But
after all, I can see no necessity nor propriety in ex-

.. tending the consequences of cur good of bad sctions

—out faith or want of faith, into wrErNrTY. The
Bible furnishes no authority for such exfension, and
gertainly it is productive’ of no moral good and much
moral evil.
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1 have extended this chapter io & much, greatet -
length than [ intended in the commencement, and-

still the one-half is not told—but ‘enough, perhaps,
has been said to furnish a clue by which to unravel
the mysterious envelope, which has, in the minds of
thousands, obscured the true meaning of the term
wsecond death.”? . =

- 1 shall now, wishing the reader all the pure bliss
_which a true and consistent {aith can inspire, teke my
leave of the subject.

GCHATTER 1X.

A FEW DOCTRINAL QUERIES.

In the general epistle of Jude we read as follows :
“ Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about
them, giving themselves over to fornication, and going
after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suf-
fering the vengeance of eternal fire.” _

We do not design to give in the present article our
opinion of this toxty there is no particular necessity
for it. We only wish to make a few remarks in re-
gard to the commonly received opinion relative to ite
meaning, and suggest a few queries.

It is zealously contended by our Partialist friends,
that the ¢¢eternal firoe”’ here spoken of, means endless
suffering ; hence, it is confidently argued that all the
inhabitauts of the five cities of the plain, with the ex-
ception of. Lot and his two daughters, were consigned
to endless despair and wretchedness, because they
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were not vighteous. And yet, the old stereotyped doc-
trine of Calvin, which teaches the endless damnation
of infants, is generally rejectad.

And now, reader, how many enfents do you suppose
there must have been in'those five cities ? Is it not
reasonable fo conclude that there were several hun-
dreds, nuy, thousands *  This, it {s presumed, will not
be denied, Were they all set & forth for an exampie,
suffering the vengeance of efernal fire 7 This must
be admitled, for they were not righfeous, although they
were perfectly innocent and harmless. Now will you,
oy will. the advocates for the popular understanding
of this text, contend that such a vast number of -
Jonts, who are mentioned by our Savior as examples
of moral innocence and harmlessness, were thus
hurried from the earth, and pI_unged into the horrible
pit of infinite perdition and misery, to suffer the most
exeruciating tortures world without end * - And how
can this painful conclusion be avoided, if the common
understanding of the text be the true one ?

- We will wait patienily for somie good partialist
brother to inform us relative 10 this matter. But at
present, we must rest in the belief, either that the
text has been grossly perverted, or that énfent demna-
tion is sanctioned by the word of God ; an idea which
we verily think, would disgrace the creed of a Hoi-
tentot if embraced therein.




SEOTION VE,
RELIGIOUS MISCELLANY.

GHAI’TEE L
A GLORIOUS PROMISE.

Jasus Christ; on wiinessing the slavery of his few-
ish brethren to the vain traditions of raon, says # ly-
ery plant which my Heavenly Failer hath no: plant
ad, shall be roated up.” . Reader, can we rationally
place confidence in this declaration 3 If so, is not the
prediction perfectly caleulated to fili the virtuous soul
with ecstatie joy and perpetual vejoicing 2 The
waorld, is,"and ever has been, flocded with vain and
bewildering traditions, which ob:cure the vesplendent
beauties of divine truth, destroy the hopes of that ul-
timate perfection and glory which awaits the disen-
thralled soul of every Intelligent creature, and Gl the
world with doubts, and fears, and erimes, which are
essentially and wholly inconsistent with the present
peace and happiness of mortal man, But their bounds
are set—thelr cxistence is limited—thelr annihilation
ig’ inevimble. - Love, and truth, and grace will sue-
eead 3 light, and life, and liberty will prevail ; virtue,
and glory, and immortality will triumph; while per-
feetion, and bliss, and incorruption will consumimate
the peace, and union, and salvation of all Gods intel-
ligent creation. This s as sure 45 the existence of
(Grod, the divine authority of Christ’s mission, and the
Tmmuiability of Heaven’s designs, and laws, and pur-
poses. - Forget net the declaration of Christ : ¢ Eve-
- ry plant which my Heavenly Father hath not planted,
ghall be rooted up.”



CHAPTER 11,
CONSISTENCY OF DR, CLARKE

Dr. Adam Clarke was evidently a lecrned man ; 3
‘hizt, that he wdsg o man of extrasrdinary penctration
of mind, we very seriously doubt. Tt is well known
by all who have perused his celebrated Commentary,
thathe attempts sfoutly to maintain the popular doc-
trive of a future general judgment. But shis learned
Doctor, if. I can upderstand plain English, has. made
a concession in favor of an opposite doctrine, which
confirms me in the conclusion, that edwcotion hod
done much more {or him than netere. Otherwise he
must have foreseen the difficulties into which he had
thrown himsalf, which he evidently did not. I have
pariicular reference to the Doctor’s comments on
ait, xvi. 27, 8. ¢ For the Son of man shall comsa-
in the glory of his Father, with the angels; and then
he shall reward every man according to his works.
Verily 1 say unto you, There be some standing here,
which shall not taste of death, till they sea the Son of
man comingin his kingdom,” :

COMMENT ON VERSE 27,

“ For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his
Father”” *This scems to refer to Dan. vii- 13, 14
—+ Behold, one like the Son of man ‘came with the
clouds of hedven, and came to the Ancient of days, .
and they brought him near belote him.  And there
was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdon,
that all people, nations, and languages, should serve
him : his deminion is an everlasting domivion, which
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shall not pass away, and his kingdom, that which shal
not be destroyed.” This was the glorious mediatorial
kingdom which Jesus Christ was about to set up, by
the destruction of the Jewish nation and polity, and
the diffusion of the gospel through the whole world.
If the words be taken in this sense. the angels or mes-
sengers,may signifly the Apostle and successors in the
sacred ministry, preaching the gospel in the power of
the Holy Ghost. 1t is very likely that the words do
not apply to the final judgment, to which they are gen-
erally referred 3 but to the wonder{nl displuy of God’s
grace and power after the day of Peniecost.’
CoMMeNT 0¥ vELSE 28.
¢ There be some standing here, which shall not

taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming
in his kingdom.” ¢ This varse seems to confirm the
above explanation, as our Lord evidently speaks of
the establishment of the Christian Chureh after the
day of Pentecost, andits final triumph after the des-
truction of the Jewish polity—asif he had said—*¢¢Some
of you, my dizciples, shall continue to live until these
things take place.” The destruction of Jerusalem,
and the Jewish economy, which our Lord here pro-
dicts, took place about forty-three years after this—
and some of the persons now with him, doubtless sur-
vived that period, and witnessed the extension of the
Messiah’s kingdom—and our Lord told them these
things before, that when thay came to pass they might
be confirmed in the faith, and expect an exact fulfil-
ment of ‘all the other promises and prophecies which
concerned the extension and support of the kingdom
of Christ, -
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To his Tingdom, or in his kingdom. Instead of,
Busileia, kingdom, four MSS. later Syriae, Coptic,
Eithiopie, Sazon, and one copy of the Hilw, with sev-
eral of the primitive Fathers, read doze, cLory, and
to this is added, tou patros auiow, oF urs FaTtuse, by
three MES. and the versions mentionsd hefore, This
makes the passage a little more conformable to the
passage before quoted from Daniel-—and it must ap-
pear very clearly, that the whale passage speaks not
of a future judgment, butl of the destruction of the

- Yewish polity—und the glorious spread of Christianity

in the earth, by the preaching of Christ erusified, by
the Apastles and their immediate successors in the
Christian Church.?

Here it will be seen, that Dr. Clarke admits the
second coming of Christ, ag above deseribed, notwith-
standing he econtends for a general judgment at the
¢loge of time, " The declaration of Christ is perfectly
plain : 4 The Son of man shall come,” d&o. ““and then
(when the Son' of man shall come) he shall retard
every man agsording to his works.”  What is the Doc-
tor’s general future judgment for ¢ If for any thing,
it must be to reward them over wgain/ If this is not
the objoct, what in the name of reason is it for? This
big gun of Methodistism has certainly admitted that
men are rewarded aceording to their work ir this mode
of existence. I this can be relisd upon as the fruth,
who will undestake to show why another jndgment-
day is necessary ¢ We would humbly ask those who
contend so zealously for a future judgment—Is it for
the purpose of rewerding men according io their
works ¥ Certainly not, if the Doctor is correct ; for

*o
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vou have seen hig voluntary admission, that this re-
ward is elready administered in thfs world. This is
Doctor Clarke’s consistency, and I wish I eould say in
truth, that he was alore in such eontradictions.

1 need only remark, in conelusion, that the exposi-
tion which the Doclor has given of the 27th and 28¢th
verses of Mait, xvi, is not far from what I conceive
to be the truth, [ wish he had been so consistent in

* relation to some other mailers contained in his wri-
tings. But upon the whole, I thank him for the assis-
tinca he has rendered to Universalists, although !
presume it was unintentional on his part.

I

CHAPTER IIL.
THE BIBLE. .

There are no eonditions, relations er obligations
existing among the frail children of men, that are
overlocked or passed by in the sacred writings. The
Bible is emphutically a book which contains ihe richest
instructions, the most valuable admonitions, the most
glovious promises and the most excellent lessons in
regard to every thing which concerns the moral con-
dition of rational and dependent beings,

From its inspired pages, the philosopher may de-
rive the most convincing arguments and illzstrations
—the naturalist the most extensive aid—the moralist
the most imporiant assistance—the palitician the most
valuable lessons of naticnal economy—the magistrate
the most valuable directions in jurisprudence—and tha
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disciple of Josus the best of all precepts, examples
and eneouragements in well-doing, Therein kings
and all civil rulers are instructed how to govern and

- how to promote the prosperity and happiness of their

subjects—subjects are taught obedience, faithfulness
and fidelity to their rulers—parents are instructed
how to govern and treat their children—children how
to estectn, raverence and obey their parents ; musters
how to use and control their servants 3 servants how -
to fee! and conduct themselves towards their masterg
—~husbands to love, cherish and protect their wives—
wives properly to regard, reverence and respect their

‘husbands—and brothers and sisters to feel for and

conduet themselves kindly and affectionately towards
each other, - Therein is [ound the wost whalesome
advice to nations, socleties of ‘all kinds, families and
neighborhoods—and the way is therein clearly point-
ed out, how we may become rich, virtuous, useful
and happy here, and cbtain and perpetunte the ration-
al and animating hope of changeless and immortal
perfection and glory in the worid to come.

O, how can any one lightly estecni or lighlly speak
of this invaluable gift of God to man! We would
sver be guided by - its councils, comforied by its
hopes, ndmonished by ils threatesings, and happi-
fied by s gracious promises thro' life and in death.
I would kere, if I had room, urge upon all liberal
Christians, the propriety and great wility of institu-
ting and supporting BiBLe cLasses in every societly
and neighborhood where it is practicable. This is

evidently one of the best means of promotmg truth
and vu‘tue,




CHAPTER 1IV. -~

A LADY?’S SOLILOQUY.

 Woll, really, I have been fo & Universalist meet-
ing. I wonder what people will say sbout {t. I hope
there are not many who know that [ have been there,
for I shall be almost despised by all my present asso-
ciates. They have often spoken of that meeting in
terms of the utmost contempt 5 yes, and I 'have join-
od with them too. But T have been there and heard
for myself, I don’t believe the doctrine, but ] see no-
thing in the preaching that looks to me unreasonable ;
and certainly the preacher fully proved what he
+ preached, from Beripture. I never hoard so much of
the Bible quoted in a sermon in all my iife before.—
Buat O, I dread to see any one—1 shail fecl so sheep-
" ish. . Well, T don’t think 1 shall be seen there again ;
though, if it were not for the speech of people, and
the overwhelming contempt which it would bring up-
on me from My. P %s chureh, I should really take
pleasure in dropping in once in o while and hearing
what appears to me reasonable ond consistent, thaugh
1 do not believe it.

% 0, there comes Mrs. s she has found out
where I've been ; she will feel very mueh disappoin-
ted and grieved, for she has frequently said that she
would as soon go into a den of thieves as to suchn
meeting. (Jane, put that Universalist Hymn Book
out of sight.) How shall T apologize? O, I will
tell her that my husband had the euriosity to go once,
and insisted upon my going with him ; and out of re-
spect to him, 1 reluctontly consonted to go, but don’t
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think I shall do so much wiolence to my own conscience
and character as to comply with his wishes again. 'I -
think, under these circumstances, I shail he [orgwen
for this time, at least ; and if1 go again, it shall be in
the evening, and I will be"carelul to slip in unobserved
and get 2 seat in some place where I shall not be re-
eoghized—far it is very paicful to my feelings to be
s0 halchelled and Aammered as T must be in the present
instance, by all my friends and respectable assoeiates,
Why, she has really gone by ! T am heartily-glad-——
for L have ihis time, at least, got rid of telling abouta
dozen Lies, s an apology for doing ne harm/! Butl
want to be respecfed, and in order for this I must be a
little hymoeritical, Mrs. H told me the other day,
that she had much rather saerifice het moral principle
than her popularity—and she said, that she thought it
was much better to be a Jypoerile, respected by the
popular classes, than to be a sincere Ghristian, disres-
pected, persecuted and despised, And she is not the
only one that hag intimated ag much., And [ suppose
that I shall have to foliow their role. RBut T shali
never forget the Universalist sermon.  And the ser-
mon was in perfect accordance with the principles
laid down in the text which the préacher read, from
Job xx. 51 ¢The joy of the hypoerite is but for a
moment.” O, I wish I was asfar from the besetting
and widely prevailing sin of kypoerisy as I believe
I ought to be, 1o be a good Christian. At all

events, if I don’t go to that meefing any more, my

neighbors can’t prevent me {rom thnking npon what
1 have heard, And if I am carfelul to keep my
thoughts to myself, they will forgive me for the pasi,
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and honor me asusual for the fufwure. Yes, I must
be @ hypoerite, or lose my good name end my papularily
—there is no alternative.”

How it finally tarned out with the irdividual above
noticed, we do nol know 3 but we have reason to be-
lieve that there are many in her situation precisely.
And we do know that theve are wmany ¢ highly
respected and pious” church members, who are gov-
erned in their feelings by the same prineiples ex-
pressed by Mrs. I . God have mercy upon their
‘depraved hearts, and bring them to a knowledge of
their own real characters! They profess to be one
thing, when, in reality, they are another; and this
they feel bound to do, rather than forfeit the smiley
and the approbation of the proud, thé haughty, the .
self-exalted hypocrite and vile sycophant,

But the day is coming, when the mask will be
thrown offi—when moral honesty, virtue and truth
will be respected and duly honored—and when the
hand of persecution, the tongue of deceit and slan-
“der, and the poisonous breath of religious prejudice, -
shall lose their power in promoting the evils of sin
and death, '

CHAPTER V.
GOD'S FURY.

In speaking of Sodom, Dr. Watts holds the follow-
ing strong and emphatic language :

«Thia Sedom felt and feels it still
And roars beneath the efernal load,
With endless burnings who oan dwell,
Qr beay the runy of a God 7"

¢



MiSCELLANY. 185

Bat in c?irect contradiction to the Doctor’y t»radiﬁom,-yf
c_onch‘zszon, and the similar conclusion of all who ba-
lieve in  ¢f endless bumingg,” the Almighty says by
the prophet Tsaiah, (xxvil. 4,) *Fury is nof in me.”

Did the learned Dr. understand the lileval definition
of the word ¢ Jury 37 and da those understand it, who
now follow his blasphemous exarmple, in charging the
God of heayven with acting under the horrid impulse
of a ferocious passion ¢ We will give the true defini-
tion of the word, and then the reader may decide for
himsell. ¢ Ferious—mad, phrenetick, raging.”’ This
is the definition given by our English lexicographers,
and we have never seen it defined differently. Hence
tha Dr. and all who agree with him, must contemplate
the* Deity in the horrible light of a ¢ mad, phrenetick -
anif raging” tyrant, O, inconsistency ! of what rank.
impiaty art thou guiliy !

But it may be contended, that the Scriptures repre-
sent God as coming out in fury upon bis sinful chil- -
dren, True 5 but we must not go understand the Bi-
ble as to make it contradict itself.  And we have just
proved from Isaiab, that ¢ fury is not in Ged.”? We
will therefore endeavor to reconcile these two repre-
sentations.

1. Fury, inits literal import, cannot be ascribed to
the Father of our spirits, for “*he is good”—he is
« graciovs”—he is “unchangeable”—he is * merciful
and just”—his nature is ¢ love”—hig attributes are in-
finitely amiable and perfect—and we should view him
as “tlie God and Father of all,” in whom ¢ we live,
and move, and have our being,” We should Jove him -~
for his perfections, praise him for his “loving kind-
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ness,” and serve him from s fesling sense of his un-
changing banevolence to the children of men, o as-
eribe fury, therefors, -to Gpd, in the common under-
standing of the term, is the very height of blasphe-
my and temerity., Bui

2, Pury may be atiributed to God in'a mely; "?w dcal
sense, that is, the providentinl events that are free
quently experienced, looking at them according to
present appeamrﬁgeq, and with reforence only to the
immadiate congequences, sre such as we would natu-
rally suppose might proceed from n man in a state of
rage and anger.  So thai, when God is said to pour
out his anger, fury, &c. oo persons, or on a nation, it
is a figuralive expression, for dispensing eflictive
providences, which, nevertheless, ave dispensed with
the benevoleni design of promoting the ultimate good
af the suiferers, This however, is ned tho sense in
which Dr, Watls uses the woid, nor is it the sense in
which it is genevally used by veligionists. Al those
sects who believe in vindietive and infinife torture,
use the word, when applied 1o the Deity, according to
its cemmon and literal import. The explanation
which we have given, however, recenciles Seripture
with Heripture, and does no violence to the holy char-
acter of our kind Pather in heaven, Iiisthe enly
genss In which we ghould understand the S fary® of
God, and many other similar metaphovical expres-
sions 3 *¢but we must be very carelul,” says o celes
brated writer, “not to ativibute Jumron infirmily, pes-
sions, or malevolence to the Deify”
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REMARES ON JUDE 10,
“ But these ‘speak evil of those things which ‘they know ngt.”

TFrom this shoit epistle, we learn that there were
those in the Apostolic ags, who, by an amalgamation
of Heathenism, Judaism and Christianity, had so cor-
rupted the system of divine truth, as to render it a
cruel curse to mankind, instead of a bleseing. The
compound doctrine which these infatuated characiers
Iiad invented and adopted as the true system of reli-
gion, wuas absurdly denominated Christlanity. Is
adbetents were numerous and extremely zealous n
the maintenance and promulgation of their mysterious,
coniradictory, and deleterious opinions. "The Apos-
tle calls them ““ungodly men,” and very justly soowa-
ses them of ¢ tarning the grace of our God into las-
wlviousuess, and denying the oﬁ}y Lord God, and our
Lord Jesus Christ ;7 and informs us, that by follow-
ing the direction of their natural passions and propen-
sities, they * corrupied™ therselves.

Some of the errors and aerimes of which they were
accused by the Apostle, are thus stated : # For they
have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after
the error of Balaam for vewerd, and perished in the
gainsaying of Core”  Again : “ These ave mitmur-
ars, complainers, walking after their own lusts 3 and
their mouth spenketh great swelling words, having
men’s persons in admiration beeanse of advantage.”
# These be they who sepurale themselv}es, sensual,
having not the Spirit.’” Yes, and he concludes his
description of their wickedness, by calling them
¥ mochers.”

I
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The Apost]e farther informs us in what hghf theue
men were he]d by lhe truc dlsclples of' a r1sen Sav-

-descupuve languag !
:of: ‘G,hﬂrlt}r, when they

:ragmg wa s
wandmmg :

tian. church in anmem daya, and under the ¢¢ ¢ feign ed”
name of, Chnsmans, ﬂttempted io 82p the, vely fonn-
dation of s the faith which was once dehvered to _ihe
gaints,’ and pewext the. Who_le system of dwule truth
brought- to -light. thmugl ;the gospel And, wc have
© -reason.to f‘em- that thpra are many of the sama class

oW, engaged inp su'mlm employ-
ment Whoever contemplt\tes the p1esent condition
of the. Lhurch, mustlpeme e, that the same thmgs
the Apostle som-

. ommon, even a.t the present day,
..tha.n for a. certam class of‘ nomlnal Chnsuana to
4 sgeak evﬂ of thosa thmgs whlch they know not,
~and fo deny % the. only Lord (:rod, and obr, Lord Je-
- sus: -Christ,”. wlth 1mprecat1qns, curses and slanders
wpon ellwho embrace ¢ the cammon. sa1vat10n,” or,
what is the samo thmg, e the fmth wh;ch was once
,_delwered to, the samts” 1. Our numerous und zeaLous
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opposers -ard calorniatorsconstantly ~ manifest:the
3t ) oﬁ;‘tmd lgnorance in rega‘rd o tHn semiments

sz).hsm-w-emd3 Vet "the'y‘«‘ :'ée‘eiﬁ to! f'ée Fit stheir: religious
duty, not only to. « speak ev1[ of' those ﬂungs Whmh

V}S 0 b]md superstmon sha]lﬂeaf' 1 the ear;
When envy, and pride, and rebellioh shy
At God olir Créatdr become.-au el o

+Reader, réflect candidly. upon these thmgs,,ﬂnd en-
deavor to avoid the evil course pursu’ad by the. early

corruptérs ‘of: 1€ligious: truth:—andriespecially. Avoid

nét only mmmg the hcentlc)US and aban,de ‘ed but v.l-
-5g among those who would w,:sht _be though: bétter

hera]lyA applled by one

rehgmus- saot _m anathér,_ wg haves thpught that 1t

.wonld: not. be.amiss, 1o, .
-with @ design fo, c]ea ti‘rem that unauth " 1
ing which is gene;ally attached to it by thgologl__ns.
Every person of any observation must know that the
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word: is generally used-among: religions peopie, o e%-
pressadotal loss of thesoul,or.a-state of endless. am&
infinite suffering under vindictive torture. --¢But this,””
snys (Calmdet, 5 is not. its proper import in all, places.”
Truey Mr.: Calmet; and we.should be. :more. inclined to
eredit "the: hoivid: dogma - of -endless . suffering, if it
could be proved that, thxs was its meanmg inany place,
in the Bible, . oo PR ci

- Wewill, -DOW,, hotjoe;. Y few “places‘.‘ whera the

01d fs found and see: whether, it will admit - of such
a meaning. “ln Matt.- xxiil. 14, we. read of, ¢the
greater dammation,” which cevidently implies.a lesser
damnatmn i a,nd in Rom xiiiy 2—1 Cor 'z 29——and
1 Tim, v. 12, we should ‘read s condemnation,” oy
s judgnient - (The reader w1ll turn to the lexts cited

'und road t’nem}

= Fhus snys Calinet, -the learned mbhcai crmc, who
wag a-full believer in.éndless mizery, but- had tle
moral honesty, like Dr. Clarke and many othdrs, to
acknowledge the true import and application of most
of those words and phrases-which the litte lights who
haye substituted a. noisy, Agnorant and supercilious
zeel, in the room of scientific knowledge and rational

piety; delight: in fulmmatmg upon then o hell deser\h
'mg” neighborsi :

“'Galmet Farther obderves g Rem. ¥iv. 23, "'h%.i-' that

:&oubteﬂl s damned,” shbuld heréad < selficondemned’’s
A o eat flesh, ‘0¥ any thing: else which may offond a
‘wenk brather.” This-dafnation Tefers 1o-the: tfve
~diséiples’ ot Christ; and if lhey‘ aré t6'be’ damned' et
i nally becausa ‘they aré Jsometlmes perplexeﬂ wuh
i : ; . g
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< But wehave seen froiit Calmet; - thit davination;
_]udgmenf ‘afid condemnauon ute all da fioin the
sinma orlgmal words “ARd-if that, word
tess torment, ot pedple: find' it: in ‘#his world-—niy
all=2for Christsays, & for judgmsnt [damnafmn} ani T
come - info: this-werld? - Aaid sagaing. - < Now s the
judgment-[damnation] ofthis worldy” ‘which would
certa.mly pmve too: much, even for “ oﬂhodoxy”
selfl: - o : ' ‘
We would oﬁ'er a {'ew addltmnal mmarks, but oux
hmlts forbld 1t R

L CHAPTER VML "5 5w

' A CHEERING REE‘LDCTI@N

Whl[e J'udo.h s shepherds were watch;ng thetr gra-
mng ﬁocks on the, rural plams of Pa]estme, and the
sable curtaing af, mght were 'dmwn around the eas-
tern hemxsphere, the surprising annuncmt:on © Mes-
siah’s biyth aroused their nttenuon, -and excltecl those
fearful apprehensmns Whlch X long cherlshed super-

stition had oncouraged But, as a necessa.ry _
to the 1mportant annunmatmn, and to calm’the f.umuT-
luous agitatmn of' the sensmve mmds ‘of ‘hls a Ty,
the heavenly messenger, in the true splrlt a_f liis mis~
sioh,.. addressed the harm]ess shepherds i the gloom
and _terror- dlspelhng—the puace~gw1ug ‘and bengvos
lent language, <*FeanNor;? and then proeeeded to de-
clare the joyful message, in Whlc};& e sinful and degra-
: P

féang ¢his
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ded werld were: deeply interested. ..“Behold, I bring
yeu.good:tidings of greai.joy,-which shall be- to.all
‘people ;-for unto - you; is born thiz. day in.the.city. of
Dayid & Savior which is, Christ the Lord.”. Immedi-
ately upon.this, & multitude. of t].le haaven]v -hosts,
having descended upon ithe. wings of divine Jove and,
praise, wiited their meledious voides in sweelest eon-
eert, and-filled the:air with the following words, set (o
the thiilling musi¢ of the eternal world :  Glory to
God'in the highest, and on earth Jpeacey good w1ll to-
wards men,”

~ Inthe peculiar circumstances briefly presented in
the [oregoing parag;-aph", there is a sumptudus feast
for every reflecting and contemplative mind, The
world was enveloped-in the gloomy folds of intetlsct-
ual and moral dal‘kness-—-—-prophecy had long before
ceased—the bhght and mildew of ignorance had fus-
tened, vulture-like, upon all nations and classes of
migfi—and fell’ supersntmn swayed the scelme of nni-
versal domifion over poor bewildered and’ oppressc&
thmamty “The holy radiance of the divine: ‘nature,
attribules’ and pericetions had long ‘béen concealed
belind the f"brbiiidi'rig cloud of human imperfection,
darl;ness and depravlty, and all hations had become,
in a greatu or lésd, dcgree, devoted slaves o 1dolas
"pmtual tyrauny ‘and idiquity, “And Hlow Wais
thc time for the’ ponderous whcely of errot, ignoraiice;,
supemtmon and sin, to Ye 1olled back—-—for Tighty 1ib-
erty and"truth to be* et in' upon the world-=f8r: the
proplleclﬂS’ i5 b6 fulfilled—for! the *true’ Giod
fo be known"anu honored by his chﬂd;e '-—-t‘er man

B S A ”.'1 .
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10 understand and appremate his, ongma duty and fi-
nal desnnamon' O how, ammatmg xs the contem-
- the ders of that night _en a Sa\rlor
wag, annoume =l‘.o the peapef’ul shepherds ~How
jeyful the rational .antigipation of those".moral bles-
sings .which shall ﬂew 10 mankmd through hls alls
conquering-reign I © - :

From: the angelm aununcxatlon of nhe Redeemer s
birth; . several things axe cJear]y -maifest 3 and we
will proceed briefly-:to notice them; .with a view -to-a
right understanding’ of ithat * grace and truth w]nch
characterize his kingdony :

<1, It s clearly -munifest  that the gospel S}alem
wis never designed to. excile- the fears- and increase
the-terrors. of an unhe][ewng and-sinful: world. .. But
on the contrary, it was designed, evidently, to allay.
all terrifying. emotjons in the human. breast—to fill
the mind.with an unreserved confidence in the pater-
nity and love of God—-<lo furnish.the despairing and
fearful : soul with a hope sure and steadfagt—to in-
spire the human breast with the- sustaining principles
of & [aith whichiis the confidence of things. hoped for,-
and the cvidéﬁce of things not geen, and to fit and.

preparg the’ intellectual worId .to honor the common
- Fatber. of all: with the. Jue and. constam exercise. oi‘
umversal charlty. and wnh correct views. of the di-
ving benevo]ence, 1mpa1tial grace,. anf.l mﬂmlely glo-,
rious nature, and perfecuons which beiong to him.

2. It 1s ev;dent from what we have. seel, that the.
gospel system was, msl,lluted I'or the ulumate beneﬁt
) Juman 1mell=gences, for. the £ o0 demgq of‘_

grﬂal joy,” whicl. COMPpOse ity 5 shal] be to all: peo-
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e made 'manuast to al] men, até how ‘cotisidered ¢x-
trémely: dark; mysterious” and trying. And:ay this
systétn otiginated {1 him, its prificiplés must: aecord
with the sama spirit of impartial goodnesy, It ia
called:jv-the Bible +ihe gospel of the grace-of Guod,”
¢ the gaspel of salvation,; the ** guspel .of truth,’” bat
never the gospel-of. divine vengeance, the ‘gospel of
darnnation, or the gospel of death: t6 any creaturd:in
the universe. It is as perfecily ‘benevolent 1o the
worst. of | sinners as wag its Hlustrions founder; Jesus
of Nazdrethy who prajed for the forgiveress and sal-
valion 4f hiy murderers, while. expu‘mg upon the: cross._
whu.e they bad nailed him. St o
8.+ Tt is faither evident from the ciicumstinces ate
teriding.-the birth of Jesus, and " the-anhuniciation of
the swine” to, the- sbeph&nds, ‘that the" gospel system
embmces a Savior for ull; nsthe: purpo:t ‘of th wida.
sage was— ¢ This day 1s born {n the’ -city of Pavid,
a Savior which is Christ the Liord” CAS Bavior for
whom:? * St Paul answers, aSavmr f'or € ALL MEN.
Hente, he % gave himsell” a ransom for’ all—tasted
- deatli for évery maxi”  In view of all this, it is by no
rhéans strangé that a ' ititidd of the heavenly Tiost at
ténded the annunéiation'of th8 Savior's “birth;and’ ‘buist’
forthin hea.ven[y concert, saymg-——“ Glory to God’ m
the' hlghest and on earth peace, good will to men.
We are mfermed that' ¢ there is more joy in heaven
over orie sinner’ that repenteth than over ninety and
tine ;jist pgrsons that’ need ‘no'repentance 3” hence,
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in sare prospect of universal ;reconciliation, ‘holiness
B.u;i 1mn)or1al b]ISS, through the Sawor that wasg bom
in.the city. of Dav1d the angellc song was per[‘ecdy

fc}f]jﬁ& I-edge, without the fullowmg emplanatwﬂ,
the phra:.e at “the’ head of thiﬂ alt:c]e would appear

'nor v:olate Lhe )Qtfl cummandment biat on
ntrary tn e*;erc:se that char z(y whxch “ thmketh

€U t" the Deml’a .Doctrme. We' 'have mvana-
bly demed the charge, and pTead noi gulltj H and have
umfmm!y endenvored oy mamtam the posmon that
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so unwetsally apprubated as to'b i'enderecf popﬂlar ;
still, all such gloomy forebodings' must “Héw Vanishis
a bright ray of hope must-now enliven our droopmg
spirits, and cause our f'atntmg hearts to rejoice in view
of the happy prospect of our sentiments, in refation
-to this &.ub_]ect atledst, becommg the yniversal opmmn
' The readel may. be anxious to know what has gw-

Arwm.,_,,, Ie.
articles of his faith are ail sacred.”
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With these sclemin and - affecting truths before thee,
kind reader, in'what Tight; ‘but that of falsehood can
you view:the statement . made by Eempel  Hoines, and
s0.often repeﬁ.ted by his colieagues, (viz 1) that ¢  the
dcm[ wag th.e first ﬁwer.s-alrsf preacher Does not
the Rev, Doctor tell you plainly’ o itively
Galvmzsm es ihe ,Deml"s Do‘ mne’, ﬁd t]1at Lbe deml

tid the- mere lpse dlx:t £ Dr. Edwards W1I] con-
stltute suﬂiclent pmqf fo them of lhc fact, think we
'_may ratmnally cxpect 10 be exonerated f'mm 50 {'alse
‘and u" f‘ounded a cha1 'ga i in fgture 3 for: we desn‘c not

had not supposcd that they would sb read;ly acknawl—
edge that their re 1glous sentlments T creed was in
perfect harmony in ail ifs pwfs with lhat ot the devil.

If the reader should be. d1sposecl to censure “the pe-
'cuhar phraseology of the above, artlcle, the blame
must Test.on _Pf_'eszdent Edwmrds and not on the wii-
“tef, for he has anly : given-a fan* and honest expose of
the’ Dr’s stataments.




'hest——that whlch teaches the total desh aetjol of_hlm,

'tlme of Divine Reve!atmn

le IMPORTA_NT'

_ The (‘hmtmn commum

tinet elasses in regmd to thé dnrauon of' the Dewl ‘Sin
and Death. The minor I;lass secms fo, embrace the
only peopie in. Chrlblendom who doubt thc;r et?rna!
existence, and yet, stnngP as it may appear, they are
the onlv people that appear (o lay aoder the heavy
charge of propagating the “devil’s docirine.” . Now
which doctring would be llker to suit tlic devil the

and all his works, and the unive tsal tnump f 1
ness and hhss, or that which g(ves h[m an endless and
succesqful 1elgn over g vast majorlty of those QIEEL-
turés who nght['ully and ploparly belong to the God
who made then ¥ Tt c.mnot reyuire the mmd of a
Nawfon ora ﬂ‘cmklm to see which ductrme would be
most p]e'tsmg to his’ Satanic majesty ; nay, the raind
even of a child, would be able. correctly to declde this
iniatter, if it were free ﬁom the dxref'uf e&'ects ofa St~
perat:tlous and blinding tradition ! . And 2 doctrmr*
‘which g’ most eangemal to the mmd of the deml, must
be the deml’s doctring, as he' would be mo:,t Ilkely to
give it his sanétion and “his aid. - ‘

But we will now br1eﬂy mveqhgate tha oomparatwe
‘claims of these two respectlve (,la sses, td'he tru

“Whiat evidence has ever been adaué: o prove tha
endless existence of the evﬂ, 8in and‘ eath ‘P even
of hell, which i is thnught fo'he nn invisible Pomdemc-n-
fumi ? [Palace’ of devils, T "Not a’ goli ary ie:umony
can be brought rom the sacred omcles, to support -
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such a sentiment, Nothing but the moral excrescen-
ces which have grown out of an amalgamation of
Christianity,, Judaism and Paganism, and strengthened.
by the united influenco of i ignorance, avarice, supersti-
tion and cruelty, have ever been offered in support of
such an unreasonable dogma. If any better evidence
car be given, ihe Universalist Press will be open
to any decent friend,; or advocate, of the doctring 3 and
he can have a fair opportunity for pleadmg the devil's
eause, and show:ng, il’ ke can, that .s'm, and death, and
hell, w:ll endleasly endure. :
We wili now take the liberty of proving: fmm the
Bible, which we take as the rule and guida of our
faith and practice, that the devil; hell, sin, death and
misery, shall cease and’ be mo more.” 8t. Paul says
that Christ took upan' himn flesh and blood,  that thro’
‘death he might destroy him that hath the power of
douth, thatis the devil,” - Thus the destruction of the
devil ig proved, unless the testimony of St. Paul can
be invalidated. The prophet Hosea says, ** O hades,
[hell,] Twill be thy destruction,” speaking in the name
of God, . Hence, we may certainly anticipate the
time when kel shall be no more ; and we shall soon
see that there ‘will be no need of sucha placa, for the
praphet Daniel gives aset time in which ¢ sin shall he
Jinished, and transgression brought fo an end,” The
old worn-out tradition, that the sinner wiil hluépheme
the name of God to-all eternlty, is here effectually re-
futed, unless blasphemy in hellis no sin!! - Butagam
© 8t Paul says, ¢the last eniemy shall be destroyed
pRATH,”  Whether there be three kinds of ‘denth ar
not, deatk af every feind mugt o dcstroyed »or eIse
@
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death would ba left undestroyed. . But to conelude—
The Revelator specifies a time, after which # there
S}lull- be: no pain, neither soreow nor erying i and he
adds, ¢ for the former things shall have passed away,
and behold, ail things are hecome new,”

From the foregoing testimoniss, which are buta
fow of the number which might be presented if ne-
cessary, we learh that Universalists bielieve in accor-
datice with the teachings of Divine Revelation ; and
we:also learn, that this system is direetly opposed to
the doctrine which would best please the devil,

Neow it is no more than just that things should be
distinguished by their preper names. Thercfore, we
would wish that the anti-seriptural sentiment which
teaches the endless reign of the devil, death, hell and
sin, which sentiment rhwst be extremely plensing to
the arch adversaty, might be recognized in its true
chatuetey, sud justly denominated the devil’s doctrine.

«1 WOULD NOT LIVE KALWAY.”

o 1 would not live alway™ this side of the larab,

“Deprived of the raptures of heavén my loie 5

s

Whett glorified spirits and angels above,
‘Rejoice i the présence of infinite love.

-« 1 would nat live' alway” imperfect—impure,

Whete. sin’s many serrows my soul mnst endure 3
Where the storms: of tempiation incegsantly blow,
On the pilgrim of earth whils he wanders below.

it.] would not live alway®’ where death is so pear,
Where his arrows are objects of dread and of fear;
For tha pear! of contentrnent is not.to be found, "
Where change and décay universal abound.
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“ I would not live alway” where God is not seen,

Where the ¢ vail’ and the ¢ cov’ring’ must both inter-
vene, ‘ ' . SR
For [ long to depart and ascend to my home,

And o’er the Bright félds of eternity roam

“I would not live alway ;' O let me arise,

From this frail- mortal state to my God in the skies ;

Where the anthems of praise in full chorys shalt swell,

And the glorified millions etornally-dwell.

LINES SUGGESTED BY THE SUDBEN
DEATH OF A NEIGHBOR.

In all the brief concerng of life,
Howe'er we live, whate’er we do.5
How soon from this vain warld of stzife,

By God's appeintment we may go! .

The brittle thread of life, how.small -
On which all earthly prospects reat ;.

How scon death’s gloomy, sable pail, .
May overspread the clay-cold breagt!

How oft at-noen, in healthful blight, -
A fellow mortal’s heavt beats high'; -
And still, before the ¢lose of light; ° .
His friends are called to see him die | -
Great God ! thy couneils who shall scan,
And show why things are thus desighed—
That thy loved offspring, sentient man,
So soon must leave the woyld behind %.

But here I vest—1I ask no more, o
. Why thou hast thus ereation plann’d ;
Yet one thing still, T would implore— . .. .
To rev’rence thy ell ruling hand.
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. REMEMBER ME—TO A SISTER.

Remember me, my sister dear,
When far from thee my lot is cast 3
Where not one former {rend is near,
To talk with me of seasons past.

* Remember me, when toils oppress,
©  When labor overpowers my frame ;
When wasting natute in distress,
Can call on no familiar name, -

Remember me, when storms arise §
When tempests rage around my cot ;-
When lightnings flash athwart the skies,
And minor scenes are all forgat,

Remember me, wheh skies serene;” -

 And pleasant suns upon me smile §

When vernal leaves in brightest green,
My lotiely hours would fainheguile.

Remember me, when lowly bow’d,
With cotitrite heart in prayer for thee ;
When holy thoughts upon me erowd,
Of her 1 then shall long to see

Remember me, when cold and dead ‘
When all my wanderings heve are o'er ;
When absence 1 no Ionger dread,
¥rom her I loved, but see no more.

Remgitiber e, when in the grave

My body cold and lileless lies ;. )
When God my ransomed soul shall save,
" And crown with bliss beyond the skies.

Remember me, till there we meot,
From cares and parting scenes set {ree 3
*Till thén may recollection swest, '
Oft whisper thee, * remember me,”
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LINES ON THE DEATH OF AN INFANT.

The frost of death untimely cane,

And nipped the bud so green and fair ;
It fell, but left its lovely name,

The enly boon of tendercare.

But in a purer world above, - _
It thrives and blooms in glory bright ;

Where pains nnd death, o parent’s love,
Can never more annoy and blight

Dear brother, sister, grieve no more,
Your ahsent loved ane is at rest
It’s gorie where angels high adore,
The God whose name is ever blessed,

There shell you this sweet cherub meet,
Where parting tears no more shall flow—
Where joy immortal and complete,
A rapsomed universe shall know.

—_—

THE LOVE OF GOD.

" In nafure’'s amypls rounds,
Where'er we tuth ouft eyes,
The love of God abounds,
‘And fills us with surprise :
The warming sun, the healthful breezs,
“The fruitlul earth, the Mooming trees 3
Al 1estity that God above,
Is-traly endless—boundless love.

- Go to the distant poles, .
.Where [rost eternal reigns,
" And in its ehilling folds,
The earth and air retaing =
The furs and game, tho fire’ and woed,
‘The skin-lined hut; the wholesome food ;
All testify that God above, -
Is truly endless—boundless love,
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Go Lo the tropic Isles, :
‘Where Sol’s bright scorching rays,
The human skin defiles,
With fervent, melting blaze
The richest fruit perpetual grows,
‘And every needed blessing flows ;
To testify that God above,
1s truly endless—boundless love.

(o where the thoughis may lead,
’er ocean, earth, or air,
A sure supply for every need,
Mesls every creatire theére :,
The great Creator’s poodness shines,
And with his wisdom close combines ;
To testify that God above,
Is truly endless—boundless love.

But when the Gospel shines,
Declaring God’s freo grace,
1o pure immortal lines,
Tao all the human raece :
Tt brings to view eternal life,
The end of sin and carnal strife 3
1t testifies that God above,
Is truly endless—boundless love. .

FOR A YOUNG LADY'S ALBUM.
? Tis not the form of youthful mould,
*Tis not the rosy—blooming cheek ;

* Tis naught that'yeuth and wit unfold,
That can your praises nlways speak.

But "tis the charms religion giVes;-
The pearls that deck the pious mind ;

.- Which crown the Lady while she lives,

‘With Honors noble, ¥ich, refined.
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ERRATA.
The following errors were not noticed titl one fouxth of
. the form was worked off.  They weie then corrected,
Page, 202, fastline, for* there™ read lhee
R0, first lme in the poetic aricle, for < Lambh™ pead tomb. :
CE 01, hind stanea, fivetlins, poetry, Tor < blight” read plights
Saome few other errors may have escaped deteetion, which,
W any, the reader will correct,
1






