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THIS INDENTURE made · this 7th day of August, in the

year Nineteen Hundred and Twenty-two,

BETWEEN The First Universalist Society in Richfield,

a religious corporation, duly incorporated under and by virtue

of the laws of,the State of New York, located in the Village

of Richfield Springs, County of Otsego and State of New York,

party of the first part, and
1

New York State Convention of Universalists, a religious

corporation, having its principal office in the Village of

Carthage, County of Jefferson and State of New York, party of

the second part.

WHEREAS, the party of the first part, at a meeting of

its qualified members, held in the Village of Richfield Springs,

N. Y., on the 24th day of .November, 1920, duly consented to the

sale of the real estate hereinafter described and duly author-

i_Zed and *[.re_Sted its__Trustees'to make application to the Court

to eell the Rame; and

' » WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of The. First UniversaliBt

Society in Richfi eld, have authorized a sale of said' real estate

by a vote of at least two-thirds .of its Trustees, at a meeting

thereof, duly called and held in the said Village of Richfield

Springs, N. Y., on the 27th day of May; 1921; and

WHEREAS, upon the petition of The First Univetsalist

Society in Richfield, pursuant to such authorization, an order

of the County Court of the C6unty, of Otsego, State of New York,

,·was duly made on the 3lst day of July, 1922, permitting the

party of the first part to sell said real estate.

NOW, THIS INDENTURE WITNESSETH that the said party of

the ·first part, pursuant to the provisions of said order, and

in consideration of the sum of One Dollar (61.00) lawful money

of the United States, and other good and valuable consideration,

paid by the party of the second part, does hereby grant and '

release unto. the said party of the second part, its successors



and assigns forever:

All that certain piece, tract or parcel, being in the

Town of Richfield, and is part of Lot No. 6 in Mathias Patent,

bounded as follows, to-wit: Beginning on the west side of the

highway nearly opposite' the Congregational Meeting House, and

runs thence north 31 degrees west 2 chains along a lot of land

occupied by James Hyde, to a stake;, thence south 47degrees

west 1 chain and 85 links; thence south 2* degrees west 1

chain and 50 links; thence south 31 degrees east 95 links to

the west side of the highway aforesdid; thence along the

west side of the highway north 47 degrees 20 minutes east 2

chains 61 links to the place of beginning, contairiing 76 rods

o f lan d.'

Said property is the same property conveyed to the

Trustees of The First Universalist Society in Richfield, by

Nathan Dow, by deed dated May 3lst, 1833, and recorded in

Otsego County Clerk's Office in Book No. 67 of Deeds at page

133, and is located at the corner of Gould Avenue and Church

Street in the Village of Richfield Springs, County of Otsego

and State'of New York.

This conveyance is made'subject to a mortgage of Fifteen

Hundred Dollars ($1500.00) with interest due and to grow due

thereon, against a portion of the premises hereinbefore de-

scribed., made and executed by The First Universalist Society in

Richfield, to John Allen of the said Village of Richfield Springs,

N. Y., which mortgage and the bond to secure which, said mortgage

was given, the said party of the second part hereby assumes and

agrees to pay as part of the consideration and purchase price of

the premises above described, and the said party of the second

part also assumes and agrees to pay all Village, County and State

taxes levied or to be levied on said premises for the year 1922,

together with the appurt enances and all the estate and rights of .,



STATE OF NEW YORK )
COUNTY OF OTSEGO ) SS.:

-3-

the party of the first part in and to said premises.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the above granted premises unto

the said party of the second part, its successors and assigns

forever, subject to the mortgage for Fifteen Hundred Dollars

($1500.00) with interest due and to grow due thereon, and the

Village, County and State taxes for the year 1922, above men-

tioned.

IN NUTNESS WHEREOF, The First Universalist SEfiety
in Richfield has caused these presents to be signed, sealed,

executed, acknowledged and delivered in its name and behalf

by its President, Alfred E. Seckner, and its Clerk, Samuel J.

Downs, the day and year firet above written.

11=]'1 1

THE FIRST ·UNIVERSALI ST SOCIETY IN RICHFIELD

n

By' 62,44*f- E ··U*,6,4 (Ls)
V

President.

By«S*v .-Essrp*2/3 ' (LS)

Clerk

On this /4 day of August, in the year Nineteen
Hundred and Twenty-twdd before me personally came Alfred E. Seckner
and Samuel J. Downs, to me known, each of whom being by me duly
sworn, eachfor himself did depose and say, the said Alfred E.
Seckner, that he resides in the Village of Richfield Springs,
County of Otsego, N. Y. and that he is the President of The First
Universalist Society in Richfield; and the said Samuel J. Downs,
that he resides in the Village of Richfield Springs, County of
Otsego, N. Y., and that he is the Clerk of The First Universalist
Society in Richfield, the corporation described in and which ex-
ecuted the above Instrument; that said corporation has no seal;
that the seals affixed to the foregoing instrument are the 'private
seals· of the President and Clerk, respectively, of said corpora-
tion; and were so affixed by order of the Board of Trustees of
said corporation, and that each signed his name thereto by like
order.

Notary Public.
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COUNTY COURT: OTSEGO COUNTY:

In the Matter of the Application of
THE FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN RICHFIELD,
to sell'and transfer its property to the
New York. State Convention of Universalints.

TO THE COUNTY COURT OF OTSEGO COUNTY, N: Y.:

The petition of The First Universalist Society in

Richfield, located in the Village of Richfield Springs, Otsego

County, N. Y., respectfully shows:

1. That your peti tioner ie a religious corporati on,

duly organized under and existing by virtue of the Laws of the

State of New York, and that its corporate name is "THE FIRST

UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN RICHFIELD".

That the names and addresses of ite Trustees are as

follows: A. E. Seckner, John Rickard, Howard Starr, Edmund

Derthick, Stanley Sheri dan, C. M. Woolver, S. J. Downs and R. P:

Johnson, all of whom reside in the Village of Richfield Springs,

Otsego County, N. Y.

That the names and addresses of its principal officers

are as follows: A. E. Seckner, President; S. J. Downs, Clerk, both

of Richfield Springs, Otsego County, N. Y. /

2. That your peti tioner is a religious corporation,

having its place of worship and its property located in the Vil-

lage of Richfield Springs, Otsego County, N. Y. That the object

or purpose of the incorporation of your peti tioner is that of a

religious purpose; that it was incorporated under and by virtue

of the Laws of the State of New York and that said corporation

Was so formed for the purpose of conducting religious services

under the form of government and doctrines of the Universalist

Church.

aires to sell

3. That the real property, which your petitioner de-

, consists of a church building proper and a parish
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house, located at the corner of Gould Avenue and Church Street in '

the Village of Richfield Springs, Otsego County, N. Y., and

described as follows:

l'All that certain piece, tract or parcel, being in the Town
-

of Richfield and' is part-of Lot No.,6 in Mathias Patent. bounded
- 0

as· follows, to-wit: Beginning.on the west side of the highway

nearly opposite· the Congregational.Meeting House and runs thence

north 31 degrees west 2 chains along a lot of land occupied by

James Hyde. to a stake; thence south 47legrees west one chain
and 85 links; thence south 2* degrees · west one chain and 60 links;

thence south 31 degrees east 95 links to the west side- of the

highway aforesaid; thence along the west side of the highway north

47 degrees 20 minutes east 2 chains 61 links to the place of be-

ginning, containing 76 rode of land."

 That said property is the same property conveyed to the Trustees
 of the First Universalist,Society in Riehfield, by Nathan Dow,
' by deed dated May alst, 1833, and recorded in Otsego County

Clerk's Office in Book No. 67 of Deeds at page 133, to which deed

reference ie hereby made.

4. That the interests of your peti tioner will be promoted

by the sale of the real property herei nbefore specified and

described, to the New York State Convention of Universalists, for

the following reasons:

Said New York State Convention of Univerealists ie a relig-

i ous corporation, duly incorporated, under and existing by virtue

of the Laws of the State of'New York, having been incorporated by

Chapter 188 of the Laws of 1862 and having been gi ven authori ty by

said Statute to receive the title to real and personal property by

gift, grant, devise and bequest, in trust, for various uses and

purposes therei n mentioned. UBy said Statute said New York State

C.onventi on of Universali sts ·was ·created the governing religious

body of any church of the Universalist denomination within the
.

bounds of the State of New York, whether active, extinct or die-
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banded, wi thin the meaning of the Reli gious Corporations Law.

Your peti ti oner is without a pastor or minister and has been for

several years past.. A great many members of your petitioner's

parish have di ed or moved away and by reason thereof, there are

a very few who remain and are able to support and maintain said,

i church or church property. For several years past no regular

i religious services of the Universalist faith and belief have been

held within said church. In many i nstances throughout the State

' of New York, said New York State Convention of Universalists ae

'  ' the governing religious body of the Universali st denominati on
Within the State of New York, has taken over the church property

of various pari shea for the purpose of preserving the same with

i ts own funds. The property of your petiti oner is 'from year to

year becoming in more need of repair and.your petitioner is with-

out the means of obtai ning the necessary funds with which to keep

sal d property in proper repair and suitable condition. Your

peti ti oner i·s desirous of having said property conserved or de-

I voted to such purposes as will.meet the approval of said governing

religious body.

Said property consists of a fairly large church build-

ing of brick, built in about the ear of 1873; and also of a

separate parish house of frame constructi on built in the year of

1914. Said parish house is rented and the rental received is $20.00

a month. There is a mortgage upon said parish house of $1500.00,

held by John Allen of Richfield Springs, N. Y. Taxes are assessed

against said parish house, Which it is necessary for your petition-

er to pay. Your peti tioner nderstands that if it is permi tted
to sell and transfer all of its said property,consisting of both

said church property and said parish house, to the New York State

Convention of Universalists, said grantee will assume and agree

to pay said mortgage and all interest that may become due thereon

and all taxes that may be assessed, against said parish house and

will preserve said property for the uses of the Universalist



" 10 demonination or have it devoted to such other purpose as will

1 meet with its full' approval and consent.

, 5. That such sale has been authorized by' a vote of

I at least two-thirds of the Trustees of your petl ti oner, said

religious corporation, at' a meeting 'duly called and held on the

1 27th d* of May, 1921, a copy of which resolution gratiting such

 authority,is hereto annexed. That all of said'Trustees were
,

K present at,said meeting, exeepting Trustee R. P. Johnson and

-

" 11

" 12

that all Trustees present, namely, seven, voted in favor of. said

resolution. That such sale was aleo approved and authorized at

a Special meeting of the members of the congregation or parish

held on the 24th day of November, 1920, by a resolution duly

adopted, a copy of which is hereto annexed.

6. That. if your peti ti oner' ia perni tted to sell and

transfer its said property, it will have sold and transferred all

of its real property. That in addi tidn to · said mortgage of' '

$1500.00, which is a lien upon said real property, your peti tioner

owes a small sum for 'current expenses, but has in its treasury

sufficient run de with which to pay . and.di acharge all of such '

bills and claims against it. That the total amount of said cur-

rent bills and claims does-not exceed the sum of $200, of which

nona is secured.

7. That said New York State Conven'ti on of Univerea-

lists will pay to your peti tioner' the sum of One Dollar for the

transfer and conveyance to it of said property and as the purchase

price thereof and will also assume and agree to pay as part of

said purchase price said mortgage of $1500, with all interest due

or to grow due thereon.

WHEREFORE, Your peti ti oner, said religious corpora-

ti on'asks the authority of .this Court t6 sell the real estate
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hereinbefore described to said New York State Convention of

Universali sts, for the sum of One Dollar and its agreement to

assume and pay, as part of the purchase price thereof, Bald

mortgage upon part of said real estate, as here inbefore stated.

THE FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN

- n / RICHPIELD,-

., C-2/<»4, Sl--d*OUu»-
By :*3»

Presi dent of Board of Trustees.

Clerk of the 4oard of Trustees.

STATE OF NEW YORK )
COUNTY OF OTSEGO ) SS.:

On this # 0 day of July, in the year 1922, before me
personally came Alfred E. Seckner , to me known, who, bel ng by
me duly sworn, did depose and say that he resides in the Village
of Richfield Springs, N. Y., that he is Presi dent of the Board
of Trustees of The First Universalist Society.in'·Richfield;
N. Y., the peti ti oner described in and which executed the above
petition; that said instrument was executed by order of the Board
of Trustees of said corporation, and that he signed his name
thezeto, as President, by like order.

STATE OF NEW YORK )
COUNTY OF OTSEGO ) SS.:

1, A»N. L Ed-
0

Notary Public.

On this *5 day of July, id the year, 1922, before me
personally came Samuel J. Downs, to me known, who, being by me
duly sworn, did depose and say that he res'idep in the Village of
Richfield Springs, N.'Y.; that he is Clerk of 'the Board of
Trustees Of The Firet Univerealist Society LS Richfiald;. * ...,
N. Y., the petitioner described in and which exdcuted the abome
petition; that sai d instrument was executed by order of the Board
of Trustees of Baid corporation, and that he signed his nariie
thereto, as Clerk, by like ord,r..

J-- 6-)e 7., P 2 2
Notary Public.



At a meeting of the Board of Trustees of the First Universa-

list Church, held in the Village of Richfield Springs, on the

27 th day of May, 1921, the follovi ng resolution, offered by

Ed. Derthick, more than two-thirds of aai d Trustees being present

and voting therefor, was adopted:

"RESOLVED that the First Universalist Church of Richfield

Springs, N. Y., sell and convey to; the New York State Convention

of Universalists, a corporati6n organized under and existing by

virtue of the Laws of the State of New York, and its successors

and assigns, the real property of the parish located on the

westerly st de of Church Street in the Village of Riehfield Springg

Otsego County, N. Y., and consisting of the church building

proper and the parish #ouse and being the property conveyed to

Trustees of the First Universalist Society in Rlchfield by Nathan

Dow, by deed dated May 3lst, 1833, and recorded in the Otsego

County Clerk's Office in Book No. 67 of .Deeds at page 133, and

therein described as follows:

"All that certain piece*, tract or parcel, being in the Town

of Richfield and is part of Lot No. 6 in Mathiah' Patent, bounded

as follows, to-wit: Beginning on the west aide. of the highway

nearly opposite the Congregational Meeting House and runs thence

north 31 degrees west 2 chains along a lot of land occupied by

James Hyde, to a stake; thence south 47 degrees west one chain and

85 links; thence south 2* degrees west one chain and 50 links;

thence south 31 degrees east 95 links to the west side of the

high#ay aforesaid; thence al ong the west side of the highway north

47 degrees 20 minutes east 2 chains 61 links to the place of be-

ginning, containing 76 rode of land.«

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that A. E. Seekner, Chairman of the

Board of Trustees and S. J. Downn. Clerk of the Parish, be and

they are hereby authorized to execute and deliver a deed of said

premises on t»e part of said corporation and affix its corporate

seal thereto."



(COPY)

Richfield Springs, N. Y. Nov. 24/20

At a special meeting of the Parish of the First

Universalist Church, convened and called to order by Presi dent

A. E. Seckner, t*me 8-20 P. M., for the purpose of voting on

the transferring of the property, both real and personal, to the

New York State Convention of Universalists.

Resolved, that the Clerk of the Parish, be and he is

hereby authorized and empowered to make, sign and execute al

deeds, bills of sale,or other necessary papers or conveyances

to effectuate and carry 'out the purpose of this resolution.

Providing the Trustees of Parish have the disposal

of said proparty, both real and personal, and turn over net

proceeds to New York State Conventi on of Universaliste.

Motion made by Mrs. Borland and Znd by Mrs. Egerland

that the foregoing .resolution be adopted.

The vote was unanimous,'there being nineteen present.

, S. J. DOWNS, Clerk.
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PRESENT:

At a Term of the County Court of Otsego
County, held at Chambers in the Village
of Edmeston, County of Otsego, N. Y.,
on the 31st day of July, 1922.

HON. ULYSSES G. WELCH

1 County Judge, Presiding.
* I

COUNTY COURT: . OTSEGO COUNTY.

In the Matter of the Application of
THE FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN RICHFIELD,
to Bell and transfer its property to the
New York State Convention of Universalists.

4

On reading and filing the peti tion of The First

Universal:Lot Society in Richfi eld, of the Village of Richfi eld

Springs, County of Otsego and State of New York, duly verified

the 20th day of July, 1922, by which it appears to the satis-

fact:t on of the Court, that the interests of the said religious

corporation will be promoted by the sale of certain· land therein

described, to the New York State Convention of Universalists, for

the sum of One Dollar and the agreement by said New York State

Convention of Universalists, to assume the payment of a certain

mortgage, held against said property by John Allen of Richfield

Springs, N. Y., in the sum of $1500.00.

NOW, on motion of Abram Zoller, attorney for said

corporation peti tioner,it is

ORDERED that The First Universalist Society in

Ri chfield, a religious corporation, is hereby authori zed to sell

the real property described in the above menti oned peti ti on to

the New York State Convention' of Universalists, in consideration

of the 'sum of One Dollar'and the payment of a certain mortgage

held against said property by John Allen of Richfield Springs,

N. Y., in the sum of Zifteen Hundred Dollars ($1500.00); and the

Trustees of said corporation are further directed to dispose of



" 4
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1 the proceeds of said sale, by. applying the same for· the general
i expenses of the Corporati on.

'  The following 48 a description of the ·property hereby

authorized to be oold:

All that certain piece, tract or parcel, being in the

Town of Richfield; and is'part of Lot No. 6 in Mathias Patent,

bounded as foliows, to-wit: Beginning on the west side of:the

highway nearly· opp6mite the Congregational Meeting House and runs

thence north 31 degrees west 2 chaine along'a lot of land occupied

by James Hyde·, to ·a.atake; thence south 47degrees west one chain
thence'south 2%- degrees west one chain and 50 links;and 85 links;

thence ..south 31 de'grees'east 95 links to the west side of the

highway aforesai'dfuthence along the west. side 'of the hi'ghway

north 47 degrees 26 mimites east 2 chaine 61 links to the place

of beginning,. containg 76 rode of land.

. Said property isythe same praperty conveyed to the :

Trustees of The First Un'iversalist Society in'Richfield, by

Nathan Dow, by deed. datid Ma,y 3lst, 1833, and recorded in Otsego
..2

County Clerk' h Office inkBook·No. 67 of Deeds at page 133, and is

located. at the corner of-Gould Avehue and Church Street in'the

Village of Richfie:ld,Springs, Otsego County, N. Y.

.

'

ff

.

1 11./ ..n D, U <CAAlie/+4 1 (-- ' . u/ -1-<k-C«kj . 1
U Otsego (aounty Judge.
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*tate of Nrm 11!arit
1.-0 f

County of Herkimer

City of Little Falls

33.

. . .being duly sworn

deposes and says that he is. . . in this action ; that

he.................read the foregoing
and knows the contents thereof ; that the same is true to the knowledge of deponent, except as to the matters
therein stated to be alleged on information and belief, and as to those matters he believes it to be true.

Sworn to before me, this.·.............

day of....................192 

AGAINST

*tatr of Nrm Work,

County of Herkime,'

City of Little Falls

foregoing...........

- 35.

<rtltri

.

Notary Public,

Herkinier County, N. Y.

Affidavit of Service

.being duly swqrn, deposes and says that he served the

................. ............ upon the following named

. at the following times and places, viz: on

874 0

j

.on...................192 at........................, N. Y.

......on................... 192 at........................,N. Y.

.....,.,,,,,.............................on...................192 at.........

.......on...................192 at........................,N. Y.

................................ .........on...................192 at......... ............... , N. Y.

by delivering to and leaving with......................... personally a true copy thereof and deponent further
says that he knew the person......so served to be the same person........ mentioned and described in the said

........................................................ as....................therein, and that at the

times of making such service deponerit was over twenty-one years of age,

Sworn to before me, this. . . . . . . . . . . . 
day of....................192 f

Notary Public,

Herkimer County, N. Y.
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Sir: Take notice of an.

..........................''../..''.

C<
3 7

of which the within is a copy, duly

granted in the within entitled action, on

the....., ..................... .....day of

.....,..,........192 · and duly

entered in the office of the Clerk of the

County of..........................on the

.........day of.......:..........192

Dated Little Falls, N. Y,

........... ..........192

To

Yours, etc,

ABRAM ZOLLER

Attorney for

f.,

Office and·P. 0. Address,

Little Falls, N. Y.

Attorney· for. . .

0

U

NEW YORK STATE

.- COUNTY. ............... Court

County of XX@SEDS[ OTSEGO

In the Matter of the Appli-
cation 6f-Th6 First Univers-
ali st Society in Richfield,
tosell and transfer its

property to the New York
State Convention of
Universalists.

ORDER

FIL.E D
AND WTORED.

AUG 101922- "M-*-

OTSEGO CO. CLERK'S OFFICE
ABRAM ZOLLER.

Anorne¥ for Peti>ti oner,

OR;ce and P. 0. Address,

Little Falls, N. Y.

Due and personal service of the within

and of the notice herein endorsed, .is admitted

thiB day of

Attorney 4.r

192

L

j

i
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Sir: Take notice of an.

·of wPrich the

granted in the

the.....

within is a copy, duly

within entitled action. on

.......,..,,.,.,.......day of

....1,92 and duly

office of the Clerk of the

....................onthe

.,...............192

entered in the

County of,.,...

·····....day of.

Dated Little Falls, AT. Y.

Yours, etc,

ABRAM ZOLLER

Attorney for I

..192

Office and. P. 0. Address,

4 Little Falls, N. Y.

-il-

To

j

Attorney' for. .

R
0

U

NEW YORK STATE

.COUNTY........ ...... Court -

County of ***itmz OTSEGO, 2

In the Matter of the Appli-
cation of The First-Uni-
versalist Society in
Richfield, to sell and
transfer its property to the
New York State Convention Of
Universalists.

PETITION

FILED
AUG 101922

938EGC CO. CLERK'S OFFICE
ABRAM ZOLLER,

Attorney jw Petitioner,
Office and P. 0. Address.

Little Falls, N. Y.

Due an gersonal service of the within

Wnd of: ihe - notice herein endorsed, is admitted

this  ' day of 192

- Attorney Cor

2 JaiAL 91.4 3/- '< 1 L
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