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This Indenture Made thls Slxth day of September in the year

of our Lord one thousand elght hundred and seventy eight Between

.Celestla M. Ballard wife of Nelson Ballard of. Cooperstown Otsego

County State of New York of the flrst part and The Trustees of the
Flrst Universalist Soc1ety of Oneonta and their Successors in’ Office
of the second part . 7

Witnesseth That the Said partﬁ offthe first-part in consideration

of the sum of Five Hundred Dollars, to me duly pald have sold and by

) these Presents do. grant and convey to the sald party of the second part

- their heirs and assigns,’ All that Tract or Parcel of Land, 81tuate in

the Village of Qneonta County of Otsego and State of New York described
and bounded as follows to wit being Lot A F as laid down én the Street
map as made by Jas. R. L. Walling.Civil Engineer of his Survey of the

opening of Ford Avenue and said Lot A, F. commences for the same in the

easterly bounds of said Avenue at a point 181°_15'Ef 60 feet from the

angle in said Avenne bounds which point is also the northwest corner

of Lot 'S F as 1aid down on said map theice S 88° 45' E'823 to an angle
thence N..58° 50' E 135 feet to a point established.foria corner thence
along the line of the house lot of John COpe 25 feet to'a corner thence
S. 72° 30 W. 103 feet to an angle thence N. 88° 45' W, 82} feet to said
AvenUe hounds'thence S. 1° 15° W- 60 feet to the place‘of beginning |

and containing 38 rods of land accordlng to the said Survey be the

:same more or 1ess./éAnd the said party of the first part covenants that

. the above described lot is free andrclear from all 1ncumbrances to and

with the parties of the second . part.

; ‘ ..

With the Appurtenances, and all the estate, title and interest

h

fthereinlof the said party of the first part,  And the said Celestia M,

Balla¥d does hereby covenant and agree, to and with the said pérti7of ‘
the second part,'their'heirs'and assigns and their successors in office
‘that the premises thus conve&ed, in the quiet and peaceable possession'T
of the said party.of the second part, & their successors in office

will forever Warrant and Defend against.any.perSQn-whomsoever—lanfully v

claiming the same or any partlthereof;' |



Ih'Witness Whereof, the party of the first part, hath here-

unto set her hand and seal the day and year first above written,

Sealed and Delivered in Celestia M. Ballard L. S.

" Presence of S. S. Burnside

STATE OF NEW YORK,
Otsego County. > |
On this 6th day of September in the year one thousand eight

hundred and seventy seven before me, the subscriber, personally
appeared Celestia M. Ballard to me known to be the same.person des-
cribed in and who executed the within instrument; and acknowledged that
they she executed the same.

S. S. Burnside

Notary Public

Recorded, examined and compared with the original, the 18th day of

November, 1878 at 8 o'clock A. M,
) : S e e s e PO TR EIE P IERRIEELE ISR IEECEGSETS CleI‘k.

Otsego County Clerk’s Office

I, ROBERT M. ATWELL, Clerk of the County of Otsego, N. Y., do hereby Certify

STATE OF NEW YORK}ss. that T have compared the foregoing copy of
Otsego County

. .8 .........................................................................
5 L

with the original . Irecord..... of the same remaining in this office, and that the
same is a correct transeript therefrom, and of the whole of said original . rece I‘d

In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said

Otsego County Clerk

CC5 -5-4-56-2000 : 32 Deputy Clerk.




FORM 588 N Y PEED— covenant Agamsf. Grantor (FnoM A GOEPO'R.ATION)
Wlth Llen Oovenam (Laws of 1917, Ohap 881, Stgtutory Form OC)

.Jﬁade thé | E}Q//&E’L‘i’/ﬂ day 0].", - JUIY - Nineteen Eundred'and:
f:.fty -seven s -

%@Eﬂt THE WEW YORK STA’.ET' CONVINTION OF muvms.msms o religious

a co'rjbora,tion organized under the laws of the St‘ate'-::of New Yorlk, haLviﬁg an

~office at 373 Argonne Drive, Kenmore, Erie County, New York,

 party of the ‘ﬁrs-t' part, -and

the FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF CWEONTA of the Village of Oneonta,

County of Otsego and State of New York

: ”'paxr—t'y _ bf- .thé second part;
g b that the party “.of the first part, in conszderatwn -'o'lf

_one and no more . - ' : DOZZCLTS

'(,,g‘l 00 and no more) lawfu,l money of the Umted States

paid by the pwrﬁy - of the secand part,

does hereby grant and release unto the party of the second part its

successors cmd asstons forever wll that Tracu or Pe..ccel c}" Land,

. s1tuate 11‘). the Vlllagm of Oneonta County of Otses-o a,ncl Suate of Wew Yom{, descrlbed.

"._'and bounded & follows to w:r.t being- Lot AT as 1a1d down on uhe Street Jiap, as nade
‘-by Jas R L. Ei'all:.ng C:L'V'll .nngmeer of h:.s Svrvey of the 0pen1ng of Ford Avenue
and Sald Lot A F. *commences for* uhe same 11,1 the eas‘cerlv 'bou.nds of ;aald. Aveﬂue

at a nomt 181 de-o"rees 15t E 60 feet :E‘rom the anble m Sald Avenue bounas mnch
po:n.nt is also the northwest corner of Lot 3 P ag lald. d.own on sald nap ‘shence
'8 88 degrees 45' E. 2—— feet te an angle thence N 58 cle rees 50' 135 J.eet ‘bo a
pcnnt establlshed for a comev »hence along the line oi‘ the house lot of John

P

. Ccme 25 feet. $o a corner thence 3. TR _'f_rst,rees SO' W 103 feet to an ans,le thence

X. 88 degrees 45‘ W 82—— feet: to sald Avenue bound.s thence 3. 1 degree. 15'
60 fest: to the place of beg,mnm and con‘camlnw 38 v‘eds cf 1and accordlné; to the

said Survey be the ‘same’ more oI 1ess. : f_i-:_- i_' j'l_u‘: C
Be:r.nb the samne- nremlses conveyed 'by d.eed datecl Se‘atem'ber 6 18‘?8 from uelestla

e

M. Ballard to The Trastees of the Flrst Umversa;.lst SOClebJ of Oneonta and’ thelr

Successors 1n O;f.:.ce, 8”’15. recorded on ITovemDeL 18, .L8'?8 1n ‘uhe O 1ce c;,fﬁhe_ Goun_‘oy '




Clerk of Otsego Cownty, New York, in Liber 180 of Conveyamces a

Pl ' B - o
This deed is eyecuued upon the condition that in case the said PLraEre ot
Universgalist Society.of Mneonta shall not maintain gervices in the church.: »
“tudlding noi]stanulnr on the premises, by & clergymen in fellowshlp with ﬂ“xi
Few York.State Convention of Universalists (hereinafter called the W Convention),
for the period of any two consecutive years, or shall not i%self continue. in
}s;ph fellowship for a like period of time, . the nrem1ses With all 1mprovemenus
thereon ¢hall revert to said Convention, -to be held in *rust for “the - fo1]ot1ng o
‘purposes: ) . . . T : :
. ) | .o . . : . L T
First, .To. manage, sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of Sald property in
_the discretion of the Boar& of Trustees of said Convention; :

" Second, To apply any income from sa1d property, or any income from. the
.proceeds. of the sale thereof, to missionary, educatlonal and charitable -
purposes:of “the Convention, under thé direction. of the Board of Trustees”
of sald Conventlan' and :
. -
Thlrd To apply the prlncipal sum obtalned from exy sale of said pro—
perty within twenty years of. the receipt of -sald property’ only to the
bullalng of a Tniversalist Church in seid Village of’ Oneonta or in some
.place in the vicinity of said Village of Oneonta when in the Judgment of
. ﬁne Board of Trustees of salé Convent1on, it shall be advisable to do $0.

Fourih, After the explratlon of salﬁ twenty years to apply sald principal
‘sum %o the. m1551onary, educational and- ChaTIUuble worl o,_sald Conventlon.




AP

@@ﬁ&ﬁ@’ ¥ with the appurtenances and all the estate c:md nghts of the
. party of the first part in and to said premzses "

3 0)" the second part, ... 153 SU-CGESSOI‘S o and asszgns forever : s,u‘p,j sct as .
. aforesald : . Co : oy

: That thzs conveyance is made and dellvered by the grantor herem. wﬂh— 7
out any p‘.‘(‘eV].O‘CL.: appllcatlon to any Judg,e or Gourt pursuant to the authorlt,f
and provlsa.ons of Ohapter 188 of the Laws ‘of 1862 as amended b,f Chapter 356
: of the Laws of 1880, by Chapter o98 of the Laws of 1902, by .Chapter 48 of
.r_the laws of 1905 by Ghapter 33 of the Laws of 1907 and by Chapuer 231 of

. the_Laws of 1918, .

the party : of the first part covenants that it has not done
*or suﬁ"ered anything whereby the saﬂ,d prembses have been mcumbered in a,ny‘

- way whatever. I | ‘ _ ~

That the _foa/nter ' wzll recewe the consideration fer th?/s conveyance
a,nd wbil hchi the - né‘hi to receive chh conszde;atwn as a trust ﬁmd to be applacd

: ﬁrst ]"or the purpase of pa,ymo“ the cost of t]ze unpmvement and wz,ll apply tlce

off the total of the same for any other. purpose

3

0 Bnfoesenceofl Jaa @@53@

' E‘@YE’OE The
: party of‘ the ﬁrst pa,rt has caused ils

e

eorpora,te sewl to be hereunto wﬁxed a,nd,
these presents to be - signed . by its duly'
' authonzed oﬁ‘icer the day and yea,r ﬁrst

e L | . above wmtten

ATTRST

" Secretary

iVice~ Pre~ ent

Camee— e A = I e bepeptt L e s L Sy N g T T Y TR Y 1T

GEE lfﬂ? t@ EF’ the premzses herem granted unto the party ', ‘

same ﬁrst to the pa,yment of the cost of the merovement before usmg any part
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Constitution and By-laws
of the ‘

First Universalist Society of Oneonta,N.Y.
commonly known ag

Chapin Memorial Universalist Church

Preamble—--

. - Believing the church to be a means or'promoting Chris-
tian culture and congecratlon as well as the development of spiritual

‘1ife we hereby associate ourselves as a Christian Church inconnection

with the Unlversalist Parish in Oneonta and adopt for our government
the following by-laws: ‘

'Article i Name

by

Beetion I This church shall be known as the Chapin Memorial Church
of the First Univereallist Society of Oneonta, New York,

- ,._#- W et i . -z - S S e R

BTl v [T L
Article II Offilcers

Section I The minister shall be the pastor of the church.

Section 2 The officers of this church shall consist of a modera-
tor, a clerk, a treasurer who shall be elected annually be ballot,
Section 3 There shall be nine trustees elected in 1936 by a major-

1ty vote in groups of three for a period of three years; two years;
and one year respectively. Thereafter three trustees shall -be elected
annually for a term of three years or, until successors are elected.

Article III Membership

Section I Expressed assent to the profession of Faith adepted by
the Unlversallist General Convention shall be essentlal to membership
in this church, S .

Section 2 Such apnlicant shall be publicly recognized by the
pastor upon assent to the profession of Faith and covenant of the
church or, in case of 1llness, the recognition may be private.
Section 3 Any member may withdraw from the church by a written
notice to the clerk who shall communiéate the fact to the church at
the records under proper date, .

Section 4 ~ A letter of commendation may be given if requested in
such form -as the minister or board of trustees may approve. :

Article IV DMeetings

Section I + _The annual Parish Meeting for the purpose of hearing
reports; and electlon of new cfficers shall be held each year on the
firgt Thursday of November in the Parish House. Notice of such meet-
ing, stating the time and place, shall be served personally, or by
mail, or by announcement from the pulpit not less than ten nor more
than forty days before the meeting. or by publication of such notice
once in the Oneonta paper during the week preceeding such meeting.
This meeting shall mark the beginning of the year and a canvas of the
parish for the budget shall be made during the two weeks preceeding
the annual meeting. The fiscal year shall begin on the first day of
November of each year. ‘ ' . o
Bection 2 Speclal meetings may be called by the pastor or upon
the written request of any three members providing proper notice be .
given to each member of the time and place of said meeting. Due notice
of all meetings shall be made from the pulplt, or by personal or
written notlice to each member.

Section 3 At all regular and speclal meetings duly called the
members present shall constitute a quorum. This shall apply to exec-
utive board meetinges as well. ¢ ' .
Bection 4 There shall be a trustees meeting once each month,

Article V Communion

Section I A communion of the Lord's supper shall be held at least
three times durlng the year at the discretion of the pastor. Any one
so deslring shall be allowed to take part, ‘

Article VI Discipline

Section 1 All complaints against members shall be made in writing
to the Board of Trustees and the Minlster. They shall inquire into
all charges giving both parties equal opportunity to be heard.- In the
findling of gullty the sentence shall be temporary or flnal suspension,
Section 2 - It 1t should be manifestly improver for any member of
the board to act in any investigation a substitute shall be appolnted
by the chalrman of the board subject to the approval of the board.



. w
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- d " Article VIT Children of the ChurchiSchool-

Section I The members of this church shall foster the Sﬁnday

School of the parish by personal membershlp or labors in 1ts behalf.

Section 2 The second or third Sunday in June shall be observed as

Children's Sunday as recommended by the General Convention.

Section 3 This church regards 1t as the duty of all parents to

present their children for Baptism or dedicatlon. Especlally so is it
the duty of the members of this church.

Section 4 It further expects all members to have their children’
falthful in attendance at the Sunday School to train them in a con-
sclousness of thelr Christian obligations and, at a suitable age, to
have them apply for confirmation in the church.

Article VIII Duties of Officers

Section I It shall be. the duty of the moderator to preside at all
meetlngs of the Parlsh appolnt all committees, unless otherwise order-
ed, and perform such other dutles as naturally belong to his office.

Section 2 In his absence a moderator protem shall be appointed
by a majority vote of members present. : ]
Section 3 It shall be the duty of the clerk to keep afull and

accurate record of all meéetings of the church in a book for that pur-
pose. The clerk shall notify all officers of their election and see
that all members, or their admission into the church, sign the church
roll, The clerk shall have charge of publicity of meetings, The clerk
shall have charge of books and papers belonging to church, except such
books and papers as it 1g deemed advisable for the Minister to have.
The clerk shall see that all reports of the church and
parlgh required by the State Convention and the General Convention
' -8hall be made., The clerk shall prepare an annual report to be read at
the Annual Parish meeting, and shall perform all other duties naturally
pertaining to his office. , _
dection 4 It shall be the duty of the treasurer to receive and
have charge of all monies belonging to the church and to keep an accur-
ate report--a complete monthly report to be presented to the board of
Trustees at their monthly meeting. He shall present a complete annual
report at the Annual Meeting of the Parish, :
Section 5 If and when there are woren on the board of trustees
they shall be responsible for the preparation of the communion and the
planning of the parish suppers. Otherwise the board of.trustees shall
appoint some responsible person to have charge each tiie.

Article IX Commlttees

Seetion I It shall be the duty of the moderator at the annual
meeting to appoint the following committees; each to consist of three
members with duties as hereafter described and each committee shall
report at the meeting held.

Section 2 A committee on visiltation whose duty it shall be to en-
deavor to make the acqualntance of all the members of the congregation .
who reside in thelr respective districts; call upon every person and
exert themselves to unite the parish into one great family.

Sectlon 3 A commlttee on the sick whose duty it shall be to visit
the sick in thelir respective dlstricts; provide watches when necessary:
do all in thelr power to render the invalid conmfortable and report the
cases to the pastor.

Section 4 A committee on hospitality whose duty 1t shall be to
seek out strangers 1n the parish; call upon them; introduce them to the
pastor and members of the congregation and endeavor to make them feel
that they are among frilends. ' ' :

Sectlon 5 A committee on benevolences whose duty 1t shall be to
devise and put in operation such means as they may deem advigable to
reach and help the needy. i

Article X BStatistics

Section I A book of reglstry shall be provided in which shall be
recorded all dedication, baptisms, marriages, funerals and church
admlssions, performed or attended by the pastor.

Article XI Amendments
Section I - These by-laws may be alter:zd or amended by a two thirds
vote of the members present at any regular meeting provided the said

alteration or amendment shall have been presented in writing at a
regular or speclal meeting at least one month previous.

(1926)



DOXOLOGY:

From all that dwell below the skies
- Let songs of hope and faith arise;
Let peace, goodwill on earth be sung

Through: every land, by every tongue.

HYMN OF ASPIRATION:
Ours be the poems of all tongues,
All things of loveliness and worth,
All arts, all ages, and all songs,
One life, one beauty on the earth.

COVENANT:

Love is the doctrine of this church,
The quest for truth is its sacrament,
And service is its prayer. ~

To dwell-together in peace,

To seek knowledge in freedom, .

To serve humankind in fellowsb:p,

. To the end rhar all souls

. shall 'grow in harmonv, )
Thus do we covenant,

s

-with each other and with our God.

| * UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY
OF ONEONTA

TO OUR VISITORS: You are always welcome here. There are no credal 1
requirements’ for partlclpatlon in any of -our services, religious
education preograms, or other activities. We invite you to. join us
for coffee after the service -~ take an orange mug so that we can
spot you easily. Please sign our guest book- at the wigitors' desk
in the rear of the sanctuary; and if you would like to recéive our
newsletter, wh:.ch will 1nform you of church events, fill out a yel- !
low card (found above the desk) and leave it there. !

OUR CHURCH ‘Founded in 1877, we are an ‘1ndependent congregation
affiliated w1th the Unitarian Universalist Association. Our church
is run by the membershlp, which entlrely supports the financial de-
mands as well. We are people. of diverse beliefs,’ joined by a unity
of spirit. Togetheriwe search for answers to life's mysteries. En-
couraged - by one another and_aided by the . 11bera1 ministry and a
free pulpit, we seek out these truths and sp].rltual insights. If . i
you. find that we are the kind of church community you want both to i
be part of and to“help shape in. your own way, we urge you to join
us by signing ‘the membershlp book." « LTy ]

~

e i e T

RELIGIQUS EDUCATION: - We believe that children grow their own reli- |
gion by reflec:t:.ng sen51tlvely -upon the wide range of experiences
which make up their daily llves.- We encourage them to recognize
their own worth and that of others; to become aware of the natural

and social world in which they live -- and their responsibility to
it. We help them to discover their cultural and religiocus heritage — : =
and we urge them to realizeé the spiritual dimensions of their own ; At nﬁ__t-'u(\.\«hu'i:-w ¥ T T

lives...Classes are open to'all visitors who wish to attend. ; : : = : : - W
¥ ) " L ' R - : .

.7 . 7 Sunday Service and Church School

R at 10:30 AaM. . - . .

" Nursery -Care Provided ' '

™ .v' . a
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY 'OF ONEONTA i ; . Love is the doctrine of this church,.
. 12 Ford Avenue - b ' The quest for truth is its sacrament,
b . " Oneonta, New York 13820 - '

rK And service is its prayer...
L Phone: (607)-432-3491

o a

Minister: Rev. Andrew C. Backus, Ph.D.



ORDER OF SERVICE
October 20, 1985

“Though our knowledge is 1nconplete, our truth
partial, and our love imperfect, we believe
that new light is ever waiting to break

through individual hearts and minds to enlight-
-Napoleon W. Lovely

en our ways."

f//;Telude

Opening WOrds

"Nocturne #5" John Field
*Opening Hymn #14-n: "Morning Has Broken"
Kindling of the Light

*Doxology, Covenant, and Hymh (see back)
Children's Worship: "The Wunp World"

. Bill Peet
-a story told by Nancy Snalley
Welcone and Announcenents

Of fertory "Op. 72, #2"  Pelix Mendelsschn
Joyg and Concerns »
Meditation, silent then spoken

Reflection: "To a Wild Rose"
: ' Edward MacDowell

Reading: . Matthew 25:31-46

Sermon: "Pulling Wool and Getting Goats"
by Andrew C. Backus

*Closirg Hyon #53-n:  "Unrest”
*Closing Words

Postlude
*please stand

IN RE TODAY

The entire Church Schocl will be busy making
colorful and individually decorated ncbiles and
rehearsing old and.new songs to sing at the
- Nursing Hone next Sunday. Our teachers this
week are John and Valerie Kern and Enily Kirsch.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Oct. 20 (today!) CONGREGATIONAL MEETING at
12:15 PM -- a report from Finance

CROP WALK starting at 2:00 PM fron
the Lutheran Church ‘

Oct. 21 Choir Rehearsal at 7: 30 PM in the
Sanctuary

Oct. 26-27 Saint Lawrence U.U. District Fall
: ‘Conference in Syracuse

3

- Oct. 26 AILL~CHURCH BON FIRE AND SING-OUT!!!!

on Franklin Mountain, 7:00-9:00 PM

Oct. 27 Sunday Service at 10:30 AM
"Tying Us Together™
, a service about the Ribbon of Peace
by Molly Swain and others

International Pot-Luck Luncheon, :
15=-2t -- bring an ethnic dish!

Social Responsibility Comnittee meet-
ing at 7:00 PM in the Meeting Roon

A COFFEE HOUR follows:the service provided by
Alice and Dick Siegfried. Please join us!

A TALK-BACK will take place at 11:45 AM in the

Choir Ioft. Please feel free to come and go
and partlclpate to any extent.

Participants in the service are Andy Backus,
Minister; Jennifer Horne, lighter of the
Chalice; Lorie Horne; and-Nancy Smalley.
Musiec is provided by Lynne Valentine, Music.
Directer.

Ushers are Stan and Judy Weisberger. The chan-
cel table was arranged by Alice Siegfried.



WE ARE...

salespeople . ., . gourmet cooks
nurses . . . authors
carpenters . . . singers . . . skiers
sailors . . .editors
campers . . . plumbers . .
real estate agents . . . parents
bikers . . . farmers
scientists . . . social workers
cafeteria managers . . . poets
doctors . . . insurance adjusters
dreamers . . . homemakers
craftspeople . . . dog groomers
administrators . . . children
agnostics . . . upholsterers
theists . . . retirees . . . students
Christians . . . non~Christians
conservatives . . . travelers
Biblical scholars . . . pragmatists
pyschologists . . . linguists
photographers . . . midwives
engineers . . . hairdressers
psychics . . . business people
artists . . . religious people

. . » and we'd like to get
to know you, too.

. potters .

If you have any questions or needs,
call:

Rev; Andrew C. Backus, Minister

_ 432-3491
Rev. Lyman Achenbach, Minister
Emeritus 432-6362

Ms. Jennifer Millett, Director of
Religious Education  432-2740

Mr. George Misner, Chairman of the
Board of Trustees 746-3844

Ms, Margaret Hathaway, Moderator
of - the Church .+ 432-8810

History of the Church

) ‘li;“ '

. Founded in December, 1877, with a de-
sire to "promote Christian Culture and
Consecration,”" the church believed in a
loving God to whom all people could be
ultimately reconciled. Fifteen years
later, the present brick building was
dedicated as membership increased. In
1941 the steeple was hit by lightning
but was not replaced.

‘In June, 1961, the congregation
voted to accept new bylaws agreeing to
be affiliated with the American Unitari-
an Association and the New York State
Convention of Universalists. This fol-
lowed the merger of the two denomina-
tions nationally. Acknowledging its
Judeo~Christian heritage, the congrega-
tion desired "to study and practice re-

" ligion in freedom and fellowship."

In 1966, benefiting from a generous

bequest, the church was able to modern-—

ize the building's interior and improve
the facilities for the Church School.
The new minister, Rev. James Wentz, at-
tracted new members by his personal wit-
ness against the Vietnam War.. Then in
1977, the' church celebrated its 100th
birthday, along with the installation

of its first woman minister, the Rev.
Lisa Wiggins. :

Twice since 1976 the church has func—>

tioned without a minister by relying on
members of the congregation to create
and conduct services. The present mini-
ster, the Rev. Andrew C. Backus, Ph.D.,
was called in June, 1983. He is a grad-
uvate of the Harvard Divinity School and
has been a practicing chemist.

The Unitarian Universalist Society of
Oneonta, although relatively small com-
pared to some churches in Oneonta, re-
mains a strong voice for liberal relig-
jon and social concern in the region.

i

WE wANT You

TO KNOW
our CHURCH..,

/

The Unitarian Universalist Society
of Oneonta

12 Ford Avenue
Oneonta, New York

Founded 1877

Qur Covenant:

-Love is the doectrine of this church,

The quest for truth is its sacrament,
And service is its prayer.
To dwell together in peace,
To seek knowledge in freedom,
To serve humankind in fellowship,
To the end that all souls
shall grow in harmony,
Thus de we covenant,
with each other and with our God.



ON ALL. DAYS

We practice our religion, for it is
one that sanctifies the everyday. The
deepest insights are often discovered
in the most mundane of circumstances,
and often in the midst of and in con-
versation with other people. Fellow-
ship in our church is both a great
deal of fun and, at the same time, the
most serious of activities.

Together, we...

sing around a campfire . . . dance
discuss death and dying . . . hike
ice skate . . . build theology
consider bylaws . . . canoe
hold potlucks . . . discuss movies
roller skate . . . make stone soup
watch birds . . . enrich our marriages
walk for hunger . . . sell rummage
share life histories . . . barbeque
play ping pong . . . discuss books
attend concerts . . ., picnic
write puppet plays . . . camp out
repair our building . . .
cross country ski ., . .
exchange goods and services . . .
discuss Unitarian Universalism . . .
"+ « » and more!

All of 1ife is our religion; and
none of it can be ignored.

Individually we refuse to turn our
backs on common sense and observation
for the sake of easy answers to death
or the quest for meaning.

We are not only tolerant of all
theological views; we seek to under-
stand them for the sake of stimulating
our religious growth. .

Socially, we find that we care
about all peoples and seek justilce
everywhere -- often leading us to ac-
tion.

IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A RELIGIOUS
COMMUNITY IN WHICH TO SEEK SPIRITUAL
GROWTH. . .

IF you are eager to consider religious
questions with others who are not
always certain they have all the
answers...

IF YOU WOULD LIKE THE FELLOWSHIP OF
OTHERS FOR CELEBRATION AND WORSHIP,
DISCUSSION AND EDUCATION, FRIENDSHIP
AND MUTUAL SUPPORT... .

[F you want your children to be helped
to develop their own religious
beliefs,..

IF YOU WISH TO PRESERVE AND EXTEND THE
TRADITION OF PERSONAL FREEDOM AND -
HUMAN DIGNITY AGAINST THE DANGERS
IT FACES TODAY,..

«..you may want to learn
more about our church,

The Unitarian Universalist Soc1ety
of Oneonta

12 Ford Avenue
Oneonta, New York

Ph. 432-3491

Unitarian Universalism

A free faith, rooted in
a 200-year tradition in this
country of liberal religionm,
we are a community of open-minded
individuals joined in a search for
religious insights into the toughest
questions in living. We are people of
diverse beliefs. In ocur midst are those
discovering anew what "church" can mean
in our modern times as well as those who
are life-long Unitarians or Universalists.

ON SUNDAYS, ..

We gather for SERVICES at 10:30 AM
in the sanctuary.

We come, drawn by one another
and by the hope
that we might discover
the hidden meanings;
that we might once again
trust a mystery.

From pains and pressures ,
from problems and plans
we lift ourselves out,
and join together
to share a corner of time,
and to make it sacred.

We celebrate life --
in all its unexpected pleasures
and its dashed hopes;
We celebrate love ——
in all its power to heal
and its promise
of a false simplicity.

We participate in the CHURCH SCHOOL
for our children. It is held concur-
rently with the worship service.

We believe that children grow their own
religion by reflecting sensitively
upon the wide range of experiences
which make up their daily lives.

We encourage them to recognize their
own wotrth and that of others; to
become aware of the natural and
social world in which they live --
and their responsibility to it.

We help them to discover their cultural

" and religious heritage and we urge
them to realize the spiritual
dimensions of their owm lives.

Classes are open to all visitors
who wish to attend.



Whereas;;aftaéjbie deliheraﬁébhnénd'discussion, it appearé to be to the best

.interests of this First Univefsalisthociety of Onecnta to deed its Church property
in Oneonta %o the Wew York State Convention of ﬁhiversalisté, the governing re-
ligious body of all Universalist Churehés in Wew York Statfe, now therefore it is
| VOTED, that this Society by proper and sufficient deéd convey its Churéh

gite, and the Church building and 1mnrovements thereon, sztuated on Ford Avenue,'
in the Vlllage of Ouneonta, Otsego Counuy, New York, to the Wew York State Conven-
tion of Unlver5allsts, and it 1s further R "

VOTED “that” the Trastees of thls 5001ety, and, each o? tnem, are nerebj directed
and empowered to execute in the name of_thls-Soclety such deed and 0uher 1nstrup
ments as ma& be neceésary to carfy oﬁt fhe fdrégoing, anq to deliver same fo the..l

: ) SRS )
said New York State Conventlon of- Unlversallsus.

o N
s

of OHeonta do hereby certlfy that the foregcing preamble and resolutions
were adopted atga meeting of the metibers of said First Universalist Society
of Oneontd at: a meetlng duly called and held at.the Church in Oneonta,

New York om e 7 1907 and that I'have compared same with the
originals thgregf as recérded in the minute book in my custody and flnd
them to be true and complete copies thereoP

I, ég;lbd4m/ /61@47Ef” Clerk of the First Universalist Society’

. F o




February 22, 1964

Mr. Richard K. Siegfried; President
The Universalist Society of Gaeonta
Oneonta, Hew York

[

Dzar Mr, Siegfried:

The Execubive Board cf the {:onvention recent.ly voted
that aid to churches as a function of the New York State
Convention of Universalists be abolished,

This action means that the sus of 41,00 which the
0Oy, eonta Church has been receivihg ecch yoar will. no longer
ba paide This action takes effect :inmediately.

In past years this sum had come from the Voluntary -
"Trust funds which also have been abolished by the Board of
the Conventicn.

If I may be of any help in znswering any question
you may have pleaee lat me know,

Sincerely yours,

Robert W, Sterling



» T o T N B
S ¥Yau are no doudd aware that the New York State Convantion

s L

e, Su*anne me=tra g, Wraaj¢mnt _
“Uniitarian UhIVFPEN{IGb SGociesty of neonta : :
18 Feord Avernue . IR ' ' '
Qnﬁmntay‘wf 13820 o

CBubjgect:  NYBCW Trusg t fecourte o .. _ '

Dpar Suzanmnss : ‘ ' G hE

. ‘

@f Universalists (MNYBCLD 'mlﬁ$ BE,F07.81 in a truet account
e yadr churach. ' The fuwda, comingled with those of viine
ather churohes, dLE prezsently invested in a certificate of
depasit which will come due A Iuﬁw of 19%4., A1l income
from the OO ie gpaid ta the several churches each year in
Aot s Py o wﬁxundl T thaav pmrh Wr ﬁhe_tutal trust.

The NVSCU HPQHt&VE quvd hpl;evem thalt dwax&,mne as b

how ‘sueh Funﬁn should Be invested are, M appwugw;ately S
made today by the individudal churehes, . 0t the Qotober [394
Armual Sesediorn of the NYSTU the. Executive Board srapased
and the delegates approved the transfer of tsuct Fumds back
to the iﬂdividualHcdngﬁeéatimw%Q ‘ o

It i€ cur present intent to transfer these funds bo yoau im
June 19594 wher the 0 Decomes due. Secoause the Furds now
@arn 8.65 percent sntere =t, we do not believe it te be in
the best iﬁtareét =f the several churches to cash it in at
this time. B ' ' )

b

. - l-.;. . R ‘ . . . . ;
Theze funds wers left in trust Ffor endowment purposes ard

cshauld be used to establish an endowment For the cohurch o

B incwemse ymur axisting endawmant . N C
e will leep f@u abreast of any actions, intercded o

aghum1¢ HHhat we take inm this matter.

Best wishss,

Harald H.  Burkart

_Pmn.,..;.. -~ . Ay ew - . - . Py PSP - b o e S i i AT
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The Firat Quarter Century
' 1877-1 902

September 28, “1'8"_77 The Flret‘Un'tvgreellet eerﬁce was performed in Oneonta,

December 14, 1877  First Universaltst Soclety met at Lyceum Hall to found a.
S “church.” S ‘ |

January 14, 1879 The ﬂrst church bullding a wood frame structure costing: '
o : $3,000, was dedicated at 12 Ford Avenue,
The first pastor, Rev. L. F. Porter, eerved from December
12, 1877 to Aprll. 1881

July 24, 1893 The motlor; wae made to appolrtt'"a bullding committee to '
¥ obtaln a locatton and bulld new _church ::‘l o

January 28, ‘18794: A commlttee on dedtcatlon of the ew‘church was elected
' L conalsttng of David Whlpple, Prof, and Mrs. Percy | A
Bugbee. and Mrs thllam Mol g, PR

r?

April 2, 1894 ) . The second (and current) church, g: red brlck structure
Lt slte es the ‘original fram

ey t' New York C!__t_

promtnent? Untversallst prea ol' the era. EEEI

The brick church’ was bullt, at-a- cost of 810,000, and wae
the only church In Oneonta wtth lﬂ"any -style atajned
glass wlndowe ‘

The mlnlster was Rev E. F Temple

' 'i‘r »‘v; w iy

1895 - 1903 .. Severat" other mlnlsters served It'or varying lengths of tlme.“
- L Including Rev. L. L. Greene . of :Wakeﬂeld MA (pald
81, 400). who eerved for 7 ye, S




jJ‘mie éa, 1903
‘igoof
:\:Novei_r';lber, 1904
| _é;-'P:'te;‘;jber. 1005

October, 1905 - 1908

1931 1934

-5

YL

'rhé second Quarter Century
1903 1927 ~

A

Rev. Georgeé E. Huhtley of South Framlngton MA, accepted
the posttion of pastor of Chapin Memortal Universalist
Church at & yearly salary of 81 200.

In his ahmlal report Rev Huntley tecorded that he had
miade abolit 500 calls, &nd réported a general
lmprovement in attendance ‘5',;\

A speclal bervice of rejoiclng was'’ held to commemorate the
buirning of the iiote which represented the last
lndebtedness or the Chapln Soclety

The valtje of the church property was set at 88,000.

Meriibérs numbered 74 Rev:, Huntley resigned his
positlon

The new pastor Was Rev W D. Porter of Sheiburne, MA.
Hé Wwas- folloWed by Reb: U, 8. Milburn of Gloversvilie, NY
(pald $1 200). who became pastor in 1908. :

. bi&

The T'hh»d ﬁtuﬁ-tei‘f bentury
1028 1932' |

Durlﬂg the Deprebsloﬁ yehra the armual financial reports
ugualty showed a defictt. Several Universalist churches
in tHe Mohawk #reaclosed for lack of funds.

Annual téports showed membershlp in 1931 at 85; in 1932
1t dropped to 73 By 1935 the number was down to 55.

- Dr. Percy 1. Bugbee,: Prlnclpal of Oneonta Normal School,

acted as chajrman of the Board of Trustees.

The mlnlster '8t salary Was éét at: 31 667.13.

Tl BT




1935

1936

1937

1938

1939

1941

August, 1942

1943

Mr. Charles A. Wyman accepted the pastorate. Hls term of
service, lasting about 6 years, was a very active period
for the church. = % ; .

The parish house was reconstructed, the church was
remodeled, and an electric organ was installed.

The annual parish meeting and supper had 45 in
attendance, and included an lmpressive communion
service preceding the supper.

A coxnmittee was named tb c;éqte a booklet to celebrate the
60th aniiiversary. B

The report of profits from the Minstrel Show was $142.80.

A congratulatory letter on the cooperative spirit of the
church was read by Fred C. Lelning, State
Superintendent. . - . ’

Rev. Wyman reported that 63 new members were taken In
during his pastorate, making 121 members in all.

Plans were discussed for the State Conventlon of
Unlversalists to.be held at'Chapin Memorial Church.

The tower of the éhilrgh':<‘§vaé_f struck by lightning during a
hard electrical storm the evening of November 1st.
Efficient work by Oneonta firemen kept the damages
both by fire and water to a minimum.

Later, tn repairing the tower, Jt was voted not to replace
the spire, .. L S

Mr. Wyman tendered his resignation to accept a position at
the Church of the Good Shepherd in Lawrence, MA.

A plague was installed, bearing the names of those in
service In World War 1I: David Forest Wilber, Merton A.
Blanchard, Richard McHale, Alson D. Jones, Ernest

Kramer, Stephen _K.lr.!t:_y,‘,‘W_a,ltg]r MacFarlan, and Charles

i

Lathrop oo
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o
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Octobetr 12, 1965

“June, 1956 '

Novembef, i 956

July 7, 1957

May; 1958 |

1958

Febritary 17, 1959

- Aptil, 1959

‘March 15, 1961

~June; 1961

‘ii

The rourth guarter Century
' 1983 - 1977 '

The motlon was passed to aek Rev Fiske to resign by
January 1, 1956 He was later asked to stay untit
May lst ’

A diecusslon wab held on the advieabllity of deedlng the
church property to the State Cohvehtion

 Rev. John Edwin Prlce became mlnlster He served until

1960

' The parlsh voted to deed church property to the State

ETOR

Conventlon

The motion was made to have Mrs Lawrence play the organ
| abou{ 16 minutee before and after the church service.

A Very actlve Communlty Teen Club was organized by Mr.
Price. Meetirigs weie héld in the Blue Room (in the
basetnent). There weré 465 members. of all
denominatlons .

Mr thmem the State Superlntendent was asked to come
and explain thé unifeatiots of the Unitarlan and
Unlvereallat ehufcheb at the tiext famity night supper

The parlsh voted ot the Unlterlan Unlversallst merger. 27
ballots were cast 7 for. 20 agalnet

’l‘he ﬂrst contract was glven to Rev, S. Hunter Leggitt, to
1ast through June 30 1962 Hle term continued until
1964 -

Many new membere were antlelpated due to the growth of
the eolleges ‘ :

At the congregatlonal meetlng slgnlﬂcant new by-laws were
“adopted. ‘Despite the vote agalnst meirger In 1959, the
: chUrch had moved closer to the principles of the




1964 - 1065
1965 - 1966

December, 1966 -

1966 - 1974

1970

1976

1976 - 1977

September 30, 1977

1979 - 1983

October 23, 1983

IR
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Unitarian Universalist Assoclation. :
The new by-laws stated that the church "shall be a member

of the Unitarian Universalist Assoclation and of the New '

York State Conventlon of Universalists.”
There was no mlnlst'gi", -
Rev. Robert S. Hoagland served as minister.

Rev. Jam'ée.a'wgnzt_z of _E!'_r.ookllne'. MA was asked to beéofne "
mintster of Chapin Memorlal. His salary, housing and

benefits totaled §9,000.

Many changes In the physical plant of the church took
place: the division of the basement into rooms for
Religious Education, the closing of the balcony,. the
relocation of the- minister's study and a room for the’
Executive Secretary, and the bringing of the kitchen to
the main floor. . -, e |

The changes were made possible by a 850,000 gift from
Miss Ethelyn Doolittle. _

The church directory listed about 175 members and -
friends. The children of the famllies totaled 193,

Mr. Wentz left for a f;ésltlon on L_Qh__g Island. 'Actlvlt_iés were
continued by"the'gongregg&lc’;n"-._T_he church remained-
very active, with many church and soclal activities.

The church had no minister. It functioned under the
leadership of the Board of Trustees, the Religious-
Services Committee, and a volunteer R. E. Director.

The church ccleb,ratg_ci its lOOth ‘g'tﬁ:hnlversary. along with t_he' |
installation of Rev. Lisa Wiggins, its irst woman pastor.

Rev. Wigglns 'le_-f’t In 13'5.579 and.ﬂihe; é}lurch once agal,ln,‘
functioned without a minister. ; :

In the fall of 1982, Rev. Tony Larsen served as mlnléter-dn-

loan for about 6 weeks. Hig tenure here inspired the

i .

congregatlon to st t a search for a permanent pastor.

Rev. Andrew :C',‘ Baqlsﬁs 1nata'l:ltcd_ as minlster.
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'RESOLUTION
OF
THE NEW YORK STATE CONVENTION OF UNIVERSALISTS

TO TRANSFER REAL PROPERTY TO UNITARIAN
UNIVERSALISTS SOCIETY OF ONEONTA, INC. '

At the annual meeting of the New York State Convention of Universalists an
issue concerning the title to 12 Ford Avenue in the City of Oneonta, County of Otsego,
‘ State of New York, was raised, :

WHEREAS, the New York State Convention of Universalists conveyed said
property at 12 Ford Avenue in the City of Oneonta, State of New York, to the First
Universalist Society of Oneonta, by a df_aed dated July 18, 1957,

. WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist Society of Oneonta became a successor in
interest to the First Universalist Society of Oneonta, in or about June of 1961. '

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist Society of Oneonta, Inc., a religious
corporation, formed under the religious corporation law of the State of New York, was
formed on June 20, 2001, and is a successor in interest to the Unitarian Universalist
Society of Oneonta. :

WHEREAS, an unincorporated society cannot hold title to real property.

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist Society of Oneonta, Inc., is desirous of
mortgaging 12 Ford Avenue in the City of Oneonta, County of Otsego, State of New
York, but has been advised that the title to said property is imperfect, clouded and
unmarketable.

WHEREAS, the New York State Convention of Universalists is desirous of
providing the Unitarian Universalist Society of Oneonta, Inc., clean title'to 12 Ford
Avenue, Oneonta, New York. ‘ '

NOW UPON A MOTION DULY MADE, that the New York State Convention of
Universalists transfer titie of 12 Ford Avenue, City of Oneonta, County of Otsego, State
of New York, to the Unitarian Universalist Society .of Oneonta, Inc., and the motion
having been seconded and carried, it was, :

RESOLVED, that the President, Secretary and Treasurer are separately authorized
to sign a deed and any other documents required to transfer title of 12 Ford Avenue, City
of Oneonta, County of Otsego, State of New York, to the Unitarian Universalist Society



of Oneonta Inc., provided the deed recites the reversion language that the property shall
revert to the New York State Convention of Universalists should the Church not be used
for religious services for any two consecutive years. Only one of the above named
officers shall be required to sign the deed and ancillary documents.

Dated: November 1 2001
Albany, New York

THE NEW YORK STATE CONVENTION
OF UNIVERSALISTS

o Al //W
fW




