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To the Executive Board

Of the New York State Convention of Universalists

May 27, 1931

The parish of the Church of Good Tidings has given
due welght to the suggestions of the New York.State Board. of
Unlversallsts as expressed in the letter sent.by their repre-
santative and secretary, Dr. Leining.

E

In brief these suggestions are:·

1. Sale of the church property if possible to a.
Negro congregation who have made offer of a
$65,000 sale price, with cash Bayment bf $20,000,
possibly $25,000.

2. Because of the amallness of the congregation,
and 1 ta limited financial resources Dr. Lelning
recommends:

a. A joint service with the Church of Our . ·
Father, each parish to maintain its iden-
ti ty until a future move has been decided
upon.

b. · Or (and this he personally recomm®nds) a
Union with the Church of Our Father.

The Parish of the Church of Good Tidings Fishes to
reply Els follows i»_sthe la ter paragraphs herewith.

Before replying we would, however, brlng to the atten-
tien of the State Board certain facts which while known to that
body will bear repetition:

1* The Church has received annual sums varying,
we believe, from $200. to $400. for a space
of some years, a sum totaling several thousands
of dollars, This money has been uned to help
defray ministers salaries. Non,6 has been 14sed
for ordinary .operating expenses. It ila worthy
of note that the church va luation is now $65,000
end is free of encumbrance, The Convention now-
questions the advisability of continuing this
contribution, since the Church of Good Tldings
has been unable, because of charging circumstan-
ces, to maintain itself and faces a decreased
income and a depleted congregation, These facts
are true o In the decreased numbers, though, no
more true. of Good Tidings than of other Universe-
list Churches Of the City of Brooklyn.

2. The Church of Good Tidings, several years ago
deeded the Church to the State and upon sale the
actual proceeds Bill be the prgperty of. the State
Convention. This turnover of property wes volun-
tarily mode, although urged by State representa-
tives. le believe' our action differs considerably
from the procedure of Churches even under the
direct guidance of State officials. It is but
fair to impress on tile State Board that this ac-
tien showed:

Appreciation of State eld.
Loyal Universalist allegiance.
Willingness to cooperate.

It has been frequently stated that Good Tidines isa
"Mission Church.4 Re believe this ia hardly true considering
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the amounts received fron the state. If these yeorly amounts
are conal dered in relation to the Church' s budget and its orn
financial returns, they will not, it would seen, place Good
Tldings exactly in the category of o dependent.

There are three Unlv ersoli st churc hes in Brooklyn -
one in Flatbush and two in central Brooklyn. Good Tidings
has maintained the only Sunday School in central Brooklyn for
about the last five years and has done constructive Y.P.C.U.
Vork as well for the sane period, being likewise the only
church 50 dolng. While the Flatbush Church lo doing consider-
able work glth children and young people, Brooklyn covers a
large space. Good Tidinga in thus doing work with the coming
generation, believed it served not only Itself but the State
und the denomination. Thus the Church hoped the State would
feel its money no t unwisely expended, for numbers end money
surely are not the measure of the value of a Church.

Replying to Dr. Leining's letter:

1, The Church of Good 71(lines •111 not accept the
offer to Bell.

a. Eight years aco a representative of your
board urged anle on the bools that the
neighborhood would become Hebrew. The
prophesy failed.

b. Perhaps the negro prophesy will likewise.
The neighborhood ia not solidly negro.

o. Householders are holding property for
increased valuation since increused subway
facilities in the neighborhood are promised.

2. The Church does not Trish to continue in any other
locality. It in too small and its congregation
la too scattered.

3. The Church declines to join as a body, or to meet
with as a body the consregotion of the Church of
Our Father. While there are several reasons for
this, they are unnecessary of expresslon here.
They cre, however, in essence the same reasons
Ihich actuated the Church of Our Father to decline
a similar invitation from Good Tidings a«veral
years ago. What was not vise then would not be
wise noo. Also in this regard, *c would state
that the neighborhood of Our Father 18 not less
nesro thon that of Good Tidings and as a location
offera no further opportunity of service to a
1¥hite constituency.

Therefore, since the above facts are monifast, the
Church of Good Tidings desires to maintain its existence and do
its work for three years longer. The neighborhood problem will
then be sattled. At that time lt will turn over its property
to the convention*

1. It respectfully requests in aid from the conven-
tion an advance of $10,000, its entire plant
serving as security. This will help pay an
adequate salary to a minister. This money may
be raised upon the property and may be paid in
three yearly installments, if desired. At the
expiration of the time the State will have a
clear goin of many thousands of dollars especla-
1ly if property increases in the City of Brooklyn.
At any rate it will be well rolmbursed for its
help to a church whose desire has been service
to its ccnatituency and which has thus served
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the avowed ends of a body of State workers, ends
which assuredly should be humanitarian. At many
times during the vast ten or twelve years the
emall financial support of the Convention to Good
Tidlnfss has been stressed as being a philanthropic
project. whereas, ¥se take it, all devoted Chris-
tians are willing to invest for service. We, of
Good Tidings, firmly believe that the State Con.
vention is a wlser body than its representatives
have Pictured.

2. Good Tidings, secondly, requests the services of
a minister who will knot¥ of our small numbers
but will be imbued with the spirit of the Master.
who thought twelve a fair number to carry His
message and gave of Hle best to them. It ls
possible that Good Tidings must look for thi s
leader outside denominational lines.

In case the convention sees fit to deny these requestq
Good Tidings will still continue at least for the present. She
cannot support a minister alone, but her people can minister,
And They Will. While they carry forward they will occupy this
property at Stuyvesant Ave: and Madison St. ' When they finish
they will turn the property as promised, gladly, over with the
'hope that this result of their effort of the past will ke wisely
used by the State Board to further the cause of Universalism
in Brooklyn.

Whether these requests for aid be acceded to or not,
we ask that this document be preserved in the records of the
State Convention as evidence that the church of Cood Tldings,
though small, desires to function in the cause of Christianity
in the City of Brooklyne

*

*
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Signed:



UNIVERSALIST

CHURCH OF THE GOOD THINGS

STUYVESANT AVENUE AND MADISON STREET

BROOKLYN. NEW YORK
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THI INDENTURE niade,in'Syracuse; Stbte·of .

New York, on the'· · ,day.of·Februs.ry,.·1945, by THENEW YORK

STATE CONVENTION OF UNIVERSALISTS, :,a religious corporation

orgahizsdi and,exiating under »Sh« by, flrt,Re of-'the LAws of the.
...... 7':L

State' of Ne'w York, having its' principal place of business at

_526 Cumberland. Avenue„Syracuse, New. *orki par.ty.of the first .

part, ahd THE·FOOFTH ONIVERSALIST SOCIETY 'OF BROOKLYN, a re- 

ligibus,corpor.ation organized and existing,under*,and by virtue

of'-the-Laws. of. the State.of. New.fork/hav.ing its.j)rincipal place

of 'biasines's at. 90-29 3.90th St'reet,· Hpills, New Yark, party of.. -

the second„ Dart.;···- '. . . ,.,·„. ·*: . -,
.

2.'« . ] ' .WHEREAS, -tri and by. 5 bertain indentureiof-deed.

bearing,date :the 20th. d¢LY '621/July,? 1925, and made, signed, .." e . 9.

sealed,- acknowledged, and dellvered'. bY the party ·of .the first '

'part' to the'partyrof the secorld, pact,, and, recorded in ' the f.' 

Office of the.Register of the',County of Kings on the 22nd day

bf .Septembe'r,>.1925: ih"Libgr 4574 of conveirances· page- 205,.the

party of the. fits» part did. grant and rel:easa unto.the party

of 'the·s.econd part certain property described as follows:

'ALL- that:certain..plot, -piece or parcel of land,: with
the' buildings«an'd imp,rovements thereon erected, 'situatei lying :

' ' and being .in"thi Borough of·Brooklyn, in 'the CoiAnty'of:Kings, 2
City- and State), of New,fork, bounded and described·as follows:-..
BEGINNING at the:corner formed by the in'ttrsection of the .
Southerly:·11*e or side of Madison Street with the· 'Westerly ·line . .
or side of,·Stuyvesant',Avenue;i running therice- Southerly. along
the·Westerly line:or„.side' of Stoyvesant.Avenue, sixty (60) feet; S

. -theheel.Westerly,·.parallel ·--*lth_the rSouths-ely··lind' ori slile of
MadisOn Street, and part' of the ·way through the centre of a
party· wall-one ;hundred (100) feet; thence Northerly parallel ·..].
with Stuyvesant -Avenue .sixty. (66) feet:to the Boutherly line
or side of Madison Street, and thence. Easterly along'the Souther-
ly linefor side ·Of-Madison Street ofie hundred (106) feet, ·: .
to the ·point o„r place Of beginning. · :. : '· , r

·9' 1 4 ,:d/.·. WHEREAS,,the, aforesaid·deed provided th*t.as .·

' a'.part·*f the conSideration of-the.conveyance it was' understood
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and:'agr*ed thst the party of 'the second ,part would/make no con-
veyance' of 'th*.afor-esaid'jdedcribad .i>reihirs'ed. nor.execute any :

' I: . I It I ' ....' . I'l.:'' '.:. .% I' .' I . ...
mort*age 'covering the aforesaid 'described premises without the

consent of the party'of the'first parti,'add.:

.WHEREAS, th# patti.of 'thdisecond 'Dart,has-

applied,,to. ·the.party Of.the. second"part·for its.consent to

convay  th* aforesaid described premises to the People In- »

stitutional Methodist Community Church, Inc.-,-a religious ,

corpordtion, ·for' an adequate .consideration; - ·. 1-

.:..'h -.:.:, #OW,· THEREFORE,'IN'-CONSIDERATION Bf:'the 

premises'fand.the sum of 'Dne (Si.00) 'Dollar·abdto'ther'good and

valu*ble' considetation, the receipt whereof is heteby

' acknowledged·, th'e par,ty of ·the.first part' does hereby approve

·and, cori sent to·the conveyance' of the'afatesaid. describea premises

- -by--the'.#artyvdf-„'i.the':.second,·parttb th@.Peoples.···Ihstltutional ,__5  :

Methodist Community Churchk Inc.- . / 7·'

5 r«0· 1 », ;'IN. WITNESS.WHEREOF, the<, party Of the first -

« ' Dart.·has' caused'·its corporate seal»1:6.·be aff,ixed hereto and

these ptehents to· be signed ·by its duly authorized ·officer,

the. .day andyear first aboke written.

"" " ··C: 4%4 . r'

THE NEWMORE STATE:CONVENTION OF .
ONIVESSALISTS: I. 01' I. #.:.6 ..>·1/ufti...li.By 7

/1 N Presidek

:,
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STATE OF NEW YORK )

4« j ·ss. 2 ' COUNTY OF ,
daf,·of*th:cuary, 1945, before

-

me came p/*C.Al MVAD I , to me known, who being
.1

by me duly .5*orn: _did .depose add say that he resides in
.'5 + 1, , 1- 

.<3((S1--14 -06*454/)ir //8$24 r that he is the
President of NEW YORK STATE COION OF UNIVERSALISTS, -the
corporation described in and which executed :the foregoing instru-

 ment; that he knows tiqe 'seal Yr41 corporation; that the seal
affixed to said inst'Fi*nt is suc] ct,9*ate seal; that it was ]
so affixed by order df t»'1)*Ard if tr+Istees of said corporation;

and that he signed his name thereto by like order.
1 I .

- 0*6£0*,HOLDE* ' ; 4 r * =
NOTARY PUBLIC New Ydrk 006119 ,N,Y, Co. Clk's Na,144 4. No.282HS 
Commisaion Expires March 30, 1946

.
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