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DEATH OF MRS. D.M. OSBORNE 

PEACEFUL END OF A MOST USEFUL LIFE OF NEARLY 82 YEARS 

Nearly 75 Years Spent in Auburn 

Married to David Munson Osborne in 1851 and is Survived by Two Daughters and One 
Son—Magnificent Building of Woman’s Educational and Industrial Union a Most Enduring 

Monument to Her Memory—Funeral Friday Afternoon at 5 O’clock 

 
Eliza Wright Osborne, widow of David Munson Osborne, died at her home, 99 South 

street, at 8:20 o’clock last night after an illness of several months’ duration.  Her end 
came peacefully and at her bedside were her three surviving children, Mrs. Frederick 
Harris of Springfield, Mass., Mrs. James J. Storrow of Boston, Mass., and Thomas Mott 
Osborne of this city. 

The funeral will be held at the family home on Friday afternoon at 5 o’clock and the 
remains will be taken to Buffalo for cremation.  The ashes will be hurled, in accordance 
with the wishes of the deceased, in Fort Hill Cemetery between the graves of the late 
David Munson Osborne and their daughter Florence Osborne, who died in young 
womanhood.  Services will be conducted by Rev. Arnold S. Yantis of the First 
Universalist Church.  The omission of flowers is requested. 

Eliza Wright Osborne, widow of the late David Munson Osborne, was the daughter 
of David Wright and Martha Coffin.  Her father came to this county from Pennsylvania, 
and his ancestors were among those who came over with William Penn.  Her mother 
was born in Nantucket and was a sister of Lucretia Mott.  On both sides her kinfolk were 
Quakers of English descent. 

A Native of Aurora 

Eliza Wright Osborne was born at Aurora, Cayuga county on September 3, 1829, 
and while he was still a young child her parents moved the family to this city and settled 
in a home near Orchard street, near Washington street.  Mrs. Osborne was therefore a 
resident of Auburn for three-quarters of a century, save for a brief period of two years 
that were spent in Buffalo.  As a young girl she attended the old Auburn Female 
Seminary and a private school near Poughkeepsie. 

In the 40’s her parents moved to a home that was located in Genesee street, where 
the present Henry D. Noble house is located, and it was from there that she was 
married to David Munson Osborne on September 3, 1851, her birthday having been 
selected as the wedding day.  The ceremony was performed at St. Peter’s Church by 
the Rev. Walter Arault.  He husband at this time was engaged in the hardware business 
in the old Chedell Hardware Company building in Genesee street, now No. 73 and east 
of the Egbert store. 

After his marriage Mr. Osborne took his bride to the home at the corner of South and 
Elizabeth streets, now the George Underwood place.  During the half dozen years 
following their marriage two daughters were born, Emily, now Mrs. Frederick Harris of 
Springfield, Mass., and Florence, who subsequently died at the age of 20. 

It was scarcely a half-dozen years after their marriage that the historic Panic of 1857 
burst upon the country and carried down many men’s fortunes with it.  Among the 
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victims was Mr. Osborne, whose business failed, and in this period Mrs. Osborne 
demonstrated the sturdy nature that has always characterized her.  Consoling her 
husband, she made the plucky, uphill fight with him. 

Mr. Osborne’s Business 

A share of the patents of W. A. Kirby, then of Buffalo, being for sale, Mr. Osborne, 
whose skill in picking out inventions that were really meritorious became known, 
borrowed the sum of $5,000 and bought it.  Associating with Mr. Kirby, Mr. Osborne 
found that seven machines that had been used in the harvest of 1856 were very 
successful, and after the panic and undaunted by its reverses, he got out 200 machines 
of this type.  In prosecuting this venture he was a resident of Buffalo, and after 
demonstrating there the value of the Kirby machines, he returned to Auburn and 
established his plant here, beginning in a small brick building at the corner of Mechanic 
and Genesee streets, a building which he had himself built some years before and still 
owned.  The business prospered and grew through the various steps that today make it 
today Auburn’s premier industry and known around the world. 

Move to 99 South 

In 1859 Mrs. Osborne’s only son Thomas Mott Osborne and was named after her 
brother-in-law who was also her first cousin.  In 1864 the fourth and last child, Helen, 
now Mrs. James Storrow of Boston, was born.  The family home continued at the corner 
of South and Elizabeth streets until 1875, when Mr. Osborne moved to No. 99 South 
street, which, when purchased in 1866, was a wheat field at the corner of South street 
and Fitch avenue.  Here he erected he beautiful home that has since become known to 
all Auburnians.  It is interesting to note in passing that when Mrs. Osborne moved into 
her new home, her only objection to it was that it was so far in the country that she 
would find great difficulty in securing servants.  The wheat field of 1876 was gradually 
transformed into the beautiful estate that one finds today, and it is of further interest that 
with the exception of one or two old apple trees, every tree and shrub on the grounds 
was planted by Mrs. Osborne and her husband. 

Mrs. Osborne has always aimed to make her home a center of culture and 
community improvement.  Her guests have never been selected by distinction of class 
or creed, and the big house on South street has radiated hospitality ever since it was 
erected.  From the moment of her return from Buffalo, Mrs. Osborne’s home had 
become one of the centers of social life in Auburn.  A lover of young people, she was 
constantly surrounded by them, and even in her declining years her greatest delight was 
to preside as hostess for her children and grandchildren and their friends. 

It was not only the young who enjoyed the hospitality of the house and grounds.  
Concerts, musicales, amateur theatricals, whether for private enjoyment or some 
charity’s benefit, always found Mrs. Osborne a willing friend, and the parlors have been 
thrown open on scores of such occasions.  The society that Mrs. Osborne entertained 
was not drawn from the so-called aristocracy that flaunts wealth and knows leisure 
solely.  It was a society that achieves, that included and stimulated noble ideals and 
high standards of culture.  Herself a lover of books and a woman of wide reading, as 
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well as a traveler of keen observation, she met on terms of equality the many highly 
educated and distinguished persons who at various times came beneath her roof, 

Took Interest in Politics 

Mrs. Osborne’s interest in the life of this city was not only evidenced in her 
magnificent gift, the Woman’s Educational and Industrial Union, but was made known in 
many other ways.  She took a strong interest in local politics, both her late husband 
David M. Osborne and her son Thomas M. Osborne having been mayor of the city for 
several terms. 

Among those who have been entertained in her South street home were such 
famous persons as Edward Everett Hale, William Lloyd Garrison, Judge Charles 
Devens, United States Attorney General in the Cabinet of President Hayes; Charles 
William Eliot, president emeritus of Harvard university; Dr. William Everett, Susan B. 
Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Mrs. Emmeline Pankhurst, Rev. Anna Shaw and 
scores of others. 

Mrs. Osborne’s ready wit added to her charm as a hostess, and with the dignity and 
poise that marked her personal appearance, she proved to be a hostess of more than 
local repute. 

The scope of her hospitality may be noted in an experience of a member of the 
family, who on returning from an extended trip abroad, reached home to find a house 
full of guests, nearly 30 visitors enjoying the hospitality of Mrs. Osborne at that time.  It 
was only a year ago that she was the center of a family reunion numbering over a score 
of members. 

Traditions of the Home 

Similar to many historic predecessors the Osborne home under Mrs. Osborne’s long 
career as mistress has established traditions of culture that make it unique in local 
history, and in this respect only the Seward mansion and the beautiful old Martin estate 
at Willowbrook can be compared with it.  In this vicinity the Osborne mansion has been 
to recent generations of talent and culture what Willowbrook was to an earlier 
generation. 

Of the distinguishing traits of Mrs. Osborne’s character, all of which were well 
defined and positive, none stand out more than her outspoken courage, her devotion to 
principles, her love of books, her interest in her own sex, and her love for flowers, art 
and humanity.  As one result of her positive character there are found countless 
anecdotes, some exaggerated, many of them true, and illustrative of her many virtues. 

Her courage was tried not only in the days when as a young wife with two small 
children she encouraged her husband in weathering the Panic of 1857 as referred to 
previously, but in every episode of her career.  Less than two years ago, when almost 
80 years of age, she led a delegation to Albany and appeared before the legislative 
committees to renew her lifelong efforts for women’s suffrage, a cause which in her final 
years she had he satisfaction to see expand and give promise of greater influence and 
importance to women in all their social and political relations. 

Her devotion to the cause was recognized by the women of the State on numerous 
occasions, Mrs. Osborne having been elected to many offices and as delegate to many 
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State and National conventions by the women’s suffrage organizations, and at the time 
of her death she was vice president of the New York State Woman’s Suffrage 
Association.  Like her mother before her she was an intimate friend and co-worker with 
the late Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and her home was a center of 
suffrage activity. 

Suffrage Tendencies Hereditary 

In truth Mrs. Osborne’s suffrage tendencies may be said to have been hereditary, for 
the question of women’s rights had been championed by her distinguished kinswoman, 
Lucretia Mott, who as a delegate to a famous anti-slavery convention held in London, 
Eng., claimed recognition against opposition to the admittance of women as delegates. 

It was the fashion in the earlier days of the “women’s rights” agitation to ridicule all 
women who were interested in the cause as masculine and “strong minded.”  Those 
who knew Mrs. Osborne recognized a type the very reverse of this; she was essentially 
womanly in the best meaning of the word.  Her refined and sensitive nature was, 
however, hidden to some by her forcible expressions of opinion, the boldness with 
which she did what she believed to be right, and the perfect frankness of her whole 
relation to others, a frankness that she expected and desired in return. 

While a most united couple had been sundered in the death of her husband 25 years 
ago this month, and Mrs. Osborne necessarily became the guiding spirit of her many 
interests, her determination and assertive characteristics really covered an essentially 
sensitive, feminine nature. 

One Fight for Her Rights 

Always helpful and self-reliant, she was cognizant of her rights and when they were 
infringed she worked for them with a tenacity that few men would have displayed.  One 
example may be mentioned.  A number of years ago a local public service corporation 
endeavored, illegally but with the usual assurance of “bluff,” to install telephone poles in 
front of Mrs. Osborne’s property on Fitch avenue.  Not only were the landscape effects 
along the sidewalk marred by the poles, but the trees which Mrs. Osborne loved with 
almost sacred regard were hacked with no consideration for their beauty.  On making 
this discovery Mrs. Osborne promptly hired workmen.  The holes already dug were filled 
in, and poles that were found standing were forthwith chopped down, at such distance 
from their bases that they could not be used again.  The corporation argued when “bluff” 
failed and then tried injunctions.  There followed the vacating of injunctions and other 
forms of litigation, and eventually the case reached the Court of Appeals.  The highest 
tribunal in the Empire State handed down a decision sustaining Mrs. Osborne and 
establishing a ruling that was favorably commented upon by the press from one end of 
the State to the other, and has since been an important precedent and will continue to 
be.  She often referred with great satisfaction to the fact that it had been left to a woman 
to take this very necessary and desirable stand against the encroachments of public 
service corporations. 

Her Most Enduring Moment 

In open-handed generosity few women excelled her.  Early recognizing the fact that 
few philanthropists devote their interest and funds to girls, Mrs. Osborne turned her 
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wealth toward the betterment of her sex from the beginning, and in her lifetime saw 
erected what will be her most enduring monument, the Woman’s Educational and 
Industrial Union in South street, an institution of which every detail was studied and 
determined by Mrs. Osborne, and which is a marvel to all who have studied its purposes 
and aims, and have measured the wonderful combination of feminine interests under 
one roof.  The claim that there is no other building equally equipped anywhere for the 
education of women has never been contradicted, and students of social welfare have 
come to Auburn purposely to study this building as a model.  Putting a fortune into its 
construction alone, the building alone having cost nearly $200,000, Mrs. Osborne has 
also contributed large sums toward its maintenance and in he advancement of 
womankind outside of the building.  In this respect it might be mentioned that her 
charities were many, and a large number of girls, whose youthful talent and brilliancy 
promised a bright future, have been aided in various forms of educational advancement 
by Mrs. Osborne. 

A Lover of Books and Art 

Mrs. Osborne’s insatiable desire for books and reading was another characteristic.  
Her home is filled with books, and every chink and cranny contains a volume.  In fact a 
visitor would be mildly astonished, as was the writer, to see an old fireplace completely 
obliterated by conversion into a bookcase, several shelves finding space for numerous 
volumes in he fireplace recess.  The nucleus for the present library was made many 
years ago, when the house was rebuilt.  At that time Mrs. Osborne purchased in London 
a very remarkable lot of books, and her selection, with subsequent additions, shows an 
extraordinary sense of literary values.  There are few private libraries in this State that 
contain a finer selection. 

It should be noted also that Mrs. Osborne was a contributor and patron of the 
Audubon society, her love for birds paralleling her interest in other beautiful things in 
nature.  In the winter time when the snow crust resisted their efforts to break through for 
the meagre seeds and grasses that lay close to the earth, Mrs. Osborne caused feed 
pans filled with chopped meats and grain to be placed up in the trees where the hungry 
birds congregated and chattered and sang in happy anticipation of their benefactor’s 
goodness. 

Her love of art was scarcely less noticeable than her love of books.  Throughout the 
great house are found many beautiful paintings and engravings.  The flowers and trees 
were the special objects of her care.  In the greenhouses and gardens are to be found 
many rare species of flowers as well as all that are native to this climate.  In her last 
hours, bouquets of freshly plucked flowers brought a smile of joy when they were daily 
carried to her bedside by her son and daughters. 

The flower gardens and greenhouses were constantly drawn upon by her to furnish 
presents for the sick.  Bouquets were sent to many among the ill, and the rarer the 
blossom the greater pleasure it gave Mrs. Osborne to send it to some unfortunate’s 
bedside.  It was a standing order that when she was away from home, fruits that ripened 
and flowers that bloomed were not to be wasted but were to be conveyed to somebody 
who would enjoy them. 
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Her love for flowers is exemplified in her final illness.  It was in May, when the 
springtime was progressing rapidly after a tardy start, that Mrs. Osborne began to feel 
the weight of her declining years and that her illness was to be severe.  Outside of the 
porte-cochere of her home was a crab-apple tree, then a mass of fragrant blossoms.  
With some effort Mrs. Osborne followed a friend who had called outside of the house.  
There, smiling fondly at the beautiful tree, buried under its blossoms, she gazed for 
several minutes.  Then turning away grimly as though parting forever from an old friend, 
she sighed and still smiling said, “There, take me inside.  Now I’m going upstairs to my 
room never to come down again.”  The note of resignation marked the beginning of the 
end. 
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