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PRETFACE.

Tae following discourses passed alinost bmntiedi-
ately from the pulpit to the press, and therefore
were but slighily revised. Of coorse, this is no
excuse [or Hierary faults, but it will serve to explain
them. It has.provented that thoronghness of Lreat-
ment, and compactness of style, which are desirable
in 2 work of this kind. Buw, in order to qualifly
eriticism, I would ask that this volume may le re-
ceived according to its pretensions. Ido nat ofier
il a8 a manued for young women, but as a discussivn
“of cortuin great prineiples of life and conduct. [
may suggest truths which they will find urged more
at length and more minutely in other books,

1 huve preserved in these discourses the style of
the pulpit, the style of dircet personal address and
temporal allusion, To change this into ile more
sober and general tone of the essay, would have de-
manded a labor for which there appears no necessity,
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ir PREFACE.

For presenting such a worlk at all, when se much
has been writlen upon the satne topic, I offer no
apology. I would say, however, that some who
hove read my former lectures upon the Duties of
Young Men, have desired me to publish a series of
discourses like these, #s & companion to thal vol-
ume, [ am in hopes, also, that natwithstanding the
numnber of books of the kind, this may accomplish
some gaod. I da not think that T have exaggerated
the imperiance of Lhe class whom I address, or that
I have dweli 100 strongly upon the subject of their
' influence. If I may he instrumental, to any degree,
in rightly divecting that influence, I shall not regret
the present labor, which, feeble as it may e, I now
dedicate to the serviee of Ged, and to the good of
humanity, E. H C.

Bostox, Jau, 14, {848,
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LEC1URE I.

THE POSITION OF WOMAN,

Now there stood by the cross of Jesus, hiz mother, and
his mother’s sizter, Mary the wife of Clanphns, and Mayy
Miyzdalene, — Jomw 19 25,

[ provosE to address a few disconmses to
Young Women, including in that class not ouly
those who are usually eomprehended in it, bu
also those who have entered into the relations
of wife and wother. My object in addressing
them is to urge, not merely the responsibilitics
.whieh rest upou them in commen with all other
hurnan beings, but those obligations which per-
tain to their peeuliar position. . It is of this
" position, especially as affectad by Christianity,

that I shall spealt in the present disconrse.
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8 DUTIES OF YOUNG WOMEN.

There has been moch discussion us to the
station of woman,—as to her ecapacities and
rights compared with those of the other sex.
In the increasing light of Chuistianity, she Is
o longer considered a slave, 2 toy, or a divin-
ity; but the equal as well as the eompanion
of man.; Butit is asked, In what does this
equality consist?  Tor instance, [s not woman
the @nicllectwal compeer of man? Has not
God endowed her with as rich mental gifie?
Is not her imagination as {ruitful, her reason
as vigorous and profound? Are there not as
deep wells of postry in her heart? Are not
hers the same realins of thought? Ts not the
same universe open before her? Can she not
attain to a8 great a scientific or literary emi-
nenee ?

And, again, iz she not, or ought not she to
be, socially tman’s equal? Shall she not be
his companion in the eahinet and the fornm, as
well as by the fireside and in the temple?
Shall she not have the same suffrage in pub-
fic affuirs? Shall we deprive one half the hu-
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mon raee of one half jts noblest privileges?
Ts it right that woman stould have no aclion
in those political movements which frequently
so closely affect hey —no shave in ordnining
or suppressing those Jaws by which, often, she
leeenly suffers?  Tntil this is the case, it may
be said, she is deprived of a power which is
not to be granted as a hoon, but which is a
right, that man has no awhority 10 witkhold ;
and his exclusive exercise of this power is an
instance of the barbarism and injustice which
yet largely mingle with our heasied privileges
of liberty and light.

My answers to these questions are brief.
The intellectual power of woman is a matier
of fact, not of apinion. as she exhibited 2
mental eapacity as great as that of the mher
sex ! Have her achisvements been as splendid
and as profound! In reply to this, we have
unrolled before vs a Yang list of gloricus names
—names that shall shine forever in the veeords
of wil and morals, of poetry and philantliropy,
of art and science. We know that some of
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the noblest departments of literawme, at the
present day, are honorably filled by women,
whose influsnce upon the age and upon ha-
manity we cannot casily estimate. But as it

is no eomplimen: to the mental dignity, any

; move than to the moral sensibility, of womsan,
. to flatter her at the expense of truth, I think

we pannod in justice say that thus far she has

altained to the same inielleetual emivence as

man. She has not yet equalled Homer, or

Shakspeare, or Millen, ov Raphacl, or Thos-
cavtes, or Newton, I it js said that this is
owing to prejudice and error on our patt, I say
perish such prejudice and error as unjust and

mean, and let time and opportunity dispose of

this question.
. As to the other puint—the social equality

of woman— 1 would say that it is, of course,
just that woman should clajm all the rights
which her nature diciates as belonging to her.
We are to inquire, not what man will allow,

L but what God has ordained. TIf woman aspires

to the econflicts of the hustings and the caucus,

-
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to the honots and influence of the cabines, the
yepresentutive hall, the judicial bench, ar the
excoutlve chair, let her take them as the oh-
jecis which bher nature bids her scek, and to
which, therefore, she has all the right that
man can claim—the wght of humanity, the
comrnission of God.

But my own opinion is, that hexr nature does
not aspire fo these objects; that the reason
‘why she has not senght aid possessed them
more, is not, mevely, maseuline prejudice and
injustice, savage brutality, orlenal sensualisim,
ar chivalvic idolatry ; but a fine intuition of her
own soul, & moulding of desiiny which is from
the Creator.  Sometimes holy enthusiasm for
a great cause Ny urge her to venture into the
current of publie action, the polluted arena of
political conflict ; even as the Maid of Orleans
‘believed herself prompted by a celestiul voice
to draw the sword and unfurl the orifamme of
her covniry.  Bot as u geveral thing, 1 believe
woman no rora desives the publicity and strife

of pulitical acion, than she desives the control
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of arnies; the hazards of the battle-field, or the
discipline of the eanp.

I would say, in one word, that my remarks
upon this point involve the very fact upun
which, in this discourse, I would chiefly in-
sist. Woman bas been created for a different
sphere, or rather hemisphere, than man, 1o
which do not belong the troubled elements of
commercial, legisiative, and political life. T do
‘ not say that she has no right to mingle among
I - them ; but I do say that, as a gencral thing, no
S one who feels the true dignity and mission of

her womanhood wishes to mingle there. $he

glories in hey station as the moon in her orhit.
Should she leave it, she would break that
beantiful duality which we behold in all things,

and yet, which is difficult to describe without
mysticism. DBuot that there is such a duvality
no one can deny ; a prevision by which every

part has its counterpart, which slone makes op

a complete and harmonious whole, which rec-
oneiles diversity with eguality, males tender-
ness equal to sirength, endurance to action,

B )
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skill to force. Thus woman is the counterpart
of man, She is equal to him, not because she
has the same work to do, but a wark equally
great and necessary, a work essentisl to the
complete efrele of human duty, to the consum-
mation of human destiny. She diffirs from
man not merely in bodily form and organiza-
tion. This finer texture symbolizes and man-
ifests finer issves of spirit,

What, then, is woman's posii'mn! Whera
is her sphere ! Not denying her intellectual
equality with man— contending that if she
claims political suffrages and honors, her claim
is 2 right —T still say that her peculiar posi-
tion, her own sphere, is with the affections,
and wherever these affections have dominiorn.
‘Hers are the empire of howe, the great and
beautiful offices of benevolence aad restoration,
“the work of developing the heart’s best and
holiest feelings; and here she reigns with a
royalty no less dignified, a spititual exaltatjon
"no less lofty, than that of man in the issues
of debate, the marts of gain, the dazuling

B——
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but devious paihs of ambition. Even wlien
she has been successful outside this sphere,
we admire not that which is masealine in -

H

\ her achievements, but that which is womanly

— . the feavlessness of faith, the sublimity of
patienee, the sizength of affeetion. Men have
schieved martial deeds bolder than those of
Joan of Ave, but the sainted rays that streun
over the armed maiden come from her irue-
hearted devotion, and her religious intrepid-
ity; ond these are pecalialy woman's vir-

fues.

QOne thing appears eertain — if woman veg-
lsets the worle which has been given her to

du, there is no one to perform it, As it per-

tains to the ge.ains of }_)d.ltlcul(u. men to achieve

something that others cannot, 5o it pertains

the genius of woman to aecomplish an inalien-

able moigsion.  Shall she go forth into the tor-

taous ways of taffie?  Who, then, will make
e bright the threshold and the hearth, and nur-
ture the infant mind ¥ Shal!l woman mave in
the storms of political action? Who, then,

o1 —

Ry
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shall scothe mon when the bitter world has
driven him back upon himself; when anger,
georn, or ealumny hias execited him to maduess,
or erushed him with despair? Shall woman
debate in our legislative halls?  Who, then,
shail bind up the broken heart, and watch by
the sicl hed? These are high and holy offi-
ces, fully equal 1o the diguities of man. It is
ooly because we have been deceived by false
standards of value, that we do not see them
to be s0. And shall we destroy or degrade
them? Shall we tumn the musie of affection
into discord?  Shall the lighted eye of devo- |
tion beeome changed into the ferce glare of
ambition or disappointment? Shall woman’s
heart become eold, and collous, and world-
hardened ! Thus would our domestic shrines
be overthrown aud furned ount of doors, and
our homes would hecome like our streets, and
caucuses, and courts, -—the hsunts of selfish
carcs, of discordant tongues, of hollow forms,
‘znd busy, bustling feet, But we know that
woman’s nature does not aspive to such dis-
——@
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tinetions, soch resulls. She will be true to
that law of her Creator that appoints to the
sexes different yet equal stations. "

T have said that if woman's mission seeins
less amnple ov dignified than that of maaq, it is
because we do not recognize its trae impor-
tance. In maintaining that she is pecoliarly
adapted 1o do the work of the afleetions, it is
necessary for us lo consider how wide a range
this comprehends, what important fields of ac-
tion it opens, how powerfully it affects the
destinies of man, and how intimately it is
counecied with the highest spivitual results.
Tl1m:e is the great sphere of mome, the vital
importance of which we can hardly estimate.
It is the seminary of all other institutions.
There axe the roots of all public prosperity,
the foundations of the state, the germs of the
chureh ; there is all that in the child makes
thé future msn, all that in the mon makes
the good citizen. The sphere of home com-
prehends all this, and the power of woman
in that sphere is beyond calenlation. But T
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do not propose to dwell upen this point now,
as in a fulure lecture I shall make it a pariie-
ular subjeet of discussion ; but T allude to it as
jndicating the dignity of woman's office, the

- preatngss of her work. There are other and
kindred spheres of influence, to whigk alsa T
shall refer at another time,

But we can best apprekend the Importance
of woman’s posilion by considerisg how that
position is afftcted by Christianity. Christi-
anity is peculiarly the religion of the affections
—and here let me say that by * 2he gffections"?
1 do not mean the biind workings of sentiment,
but the whole nature of man—his reason,
his conseienee, his will — refined, enlightened,
aroused by love, which is the nature of God,
and which is the fulfilment of the law. In
this view, I repeat, Christianity is preéminently
the religion of the affections. It aehieves its
conquests, aot by mere intellectual methods,
any more than by physical foree, hut by an
action upen our moral nature that stirs the

profonndest depths within us.  Christianity,

[

B*
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moreover, brings inte preminence those qual
ities which have been too much neglected and
Iept in the background; it gives a voyal dig-
nity to eharity, kindness, love, and clothes
thern with the peculiar approbulion of God.
The direct contrast between the precepis of
Jesus and the fieree and dark passions of our
nature,is a fact too commen to require romarlk.
Bnt, nevertheless, these passions have pelluted
and distvaeted the earth for ages. Man has
sought to subdue his brother with the sword,
the scourge, and the chain,  He has endeav-
ored to link vight with might; in the greedy
Tusts of the moment, he has lost sight of all
kindly sentiment, and has drowned oll sympa-
thy in his ambition or his revenge; in one
word, in his selfishness.  And religion itself
too aften has played 2 false part In the world,
abusing its own name with monstrous deform-
ities, making man a slave or a tool, smothering
the life of devotion with the dry husks of cer-
emony, and wielding its sacred influence with
a covetous and bloody hand. And much of
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- what men call “ ¢ivilization has been a cov-
- pnant of selfishness, a consecration of fraud
and foree and meanness, and hus justified wars
and reddened the earth with murder no more
lawful than the slanghter of Abel, Through
these passions and customs of men Christ eune
to shed the light and the power of a divine
life,— to substitute justice for (raud, lova for
hutred, vesson for foree; to reveal the brother-
hovd of man, and the pateruity of God. And
in proportion to the influeses of Christianity in
the world, will love, justice, reason, hecoms
exalted, and the spheve of their influence en-
larged ; and sanctified by this influence, the
affections will go out to do their work — the
great, the sublime work of recouciling man to
“man, and all to God.

Not only in the sphere of home, then, but
in wider departments of human action, Chris-
. tianivy is preparing for woman a great field for
her peculiar influence and labov.  As Chris
tianity prevails, those ideas which have oh-

-genred the worth of her office, and given to

el
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man an undue clevation, will pess away, and
she will eome up to a prond and prominent
equality with him., She will toi] with him n
the great larvest-Geld of humanity, not, like
Ruth, gleaning after him, but, side by side,
gathering the fallen and binding the scattered
B sheaves. As Christianity prevails, woman
reo- will not have to abandon her sphere in order
' to assume & position in the world, but her
sphere will extend out into that wide domain
where violence, and hate, and fraud have so
long reigned, The universal diffusion of
Cluistianity would spread ihe sanctity of home
to the borders of the earth, and cause meek
and patient weman o go np with her beau-
tiful ministrations where warriors have con-
tended for empire, and kings have elimbed to
bloody thrones. Yes! when Aceldama be-
comes Eden again, woman's sphere shall be '
the wide world of human action ; for pot then

will e wanted the ambition that has strupgled

angry debate, the power that has raled men

in dusty eondliet, the talent that has siriven in 'J
L
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as with a rod of iren. Bui then will be de-
manded the love that has waichad and waited,
thai has nourished the destitute, and fed the
hungry, and cheored the sad, and pitied the
guilty. For the distinetions wh.ch man has
gought, the world has given its honors; but
for those iabors which peenliarly belong to
woman, rewards are reserved in the kingdom
of Christ. 8o long as the pursuit of man was
vialance, she must cherish the affections of har
nature in the recasses of home, and, in a sitn-
ation little less contemptibie than that of the
slave, breathe the nobler elements of character
into the futwre warrior whom she nourished at
her breast.  In the age of chivalry, she rose
to an cminence 23 false us it was daweling,
which, while it exalted her from slavery, con-
verted her into a puppet, a mere creature of
vanity and passion. Du¢ in this age, when,
. notwithstanding all its evils, there is much
Christian light and power abroad —and, in-
dead, it is because of this that we see these
evila—in this age, woman begins tu exert her

=3
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due influence, and occupy her irue position,
and lLer equal power with man is displayed.
She who stood by Chyist in his homiliation is
valled to aecompany him in his triumph. She
came with her affections to honor the shame
of his cross, Tn the new age that is dawn-

associated with the power of his spirit wha
hung there,

In spealig, then, to the class which T now
particalaxly address, I would urge the fact that
there is bindfng upoi young wornen, not only
a routine of duties and a set of accomplish-
ments neeessary for their individual educacion
and va;elfa,re, but hat they also oceupy a pecu-
fiar position with reference 1o others—a posi-
tion resulting from the age, and ffom the influ-

- ences of Chyistianity. In order that the yoang
woman may effectnally discharge the duties
thus ineumbent upon her, 1 grant that there
must be, first of all, 2 thorough individual
culture, and a strict sense of individoal re-

sponsibility ; nor would T imply that these

Ei— ~——K

ing upon us, these affectiona shall be closely

3
;

;
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eonsiderntions are of linle value, or oven
secondory.  In what I shall say hereafier,
I shall endeavor to speak with emphatic ref-
erence 10 this point, But T wish to justify
the peculiar scope which these discourses may
" tale, and my reason for delivering them at all,
by showing the important velations, the pow-

erful influence, the grent mission of woman at

the present day,

And 1ow, 3s a genaral appeal, let me say
" that I srust thers is mo young woman who
hears me, who does not realize the true beanty,
power, and triumph of her sex. It is not to
possess the bloom and lustra of youth, it is not
to be the idol of fashionable adulation, it is not
to receive the incense of o homage which is no
compliment, It is, in eonjunciion with her
own self-culture, to labor in that spheve which
Giod has made peeuliarly hers — the sphere of
the affections, TFirst of all in the great and
essentia} department of HOME — in the beauti-

ful offices of the daughter, the sister, the

mother, the wifs. Then in the wider field of
——ik




g ]
24 DUTIES OF YOUNG WOMEN.

human melioration, summoning her nature to
noble deeds of charity and scll-sacrifice, She
is to be a co-worker with man in hastening
that new and beiter age, that kingdom of God

upen earth, for which we all pray. She is to

I
Il
-

second his reason with her love, his appeals
for goodness and trath with her deeds of be-
nevolence and peace. While lie goes out into
the great marts of traffie, into the haunts of
wickedness, amid ghastly spectacles of vice
and scenes of selfish eonfliet — while he goes
there with a good will and a strong purpose to
plead for God and humanity —let her (-
umphs-—none the less grest, none the less
beautife] — be seen as she ministers at the bed
of sickness, or fills the outstretehed hand of
want, or visits the desponding, the forsaken,
and the guilty. Ispecially may she accom-
plish ‘& good worle with the sinful and the
needy of her own sex. She can go whers
man caunot, and exert a power he does not

possess.  She may revive the life of virtue in

many a blighted spirit, so that it shzll depart
-
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in peace, if' not in innocenee. Her words of
mercy may ppen tears of penitence that have
long been dry in the stony heart, and covered
by the shameless and callous front of guilt,
And in abodes of poverty, in homes of the
virtnous  but neglected, where mun is too
proud or too harsh to go, she may enter with
her sympathy and her care, and the dim vision
of age, and the eyes of the dying, will look
upon her with a benediction,

Or if the restrictions of poverty, or the calls
of domestic affliection, forbid these minisira-
tions, then will it be hers still more to illus-
trate the true dignity and power of woman, in
watching and waiting, in patient endurance
and unwearied effort, in Alling that narvower
orbit with the fulness of love, and illuminating
that dark fortune with the steady radiance of
constancy and faith. And whenever she thns
| acts, at home or abroad, let her feel assured
that man does no work which excels the gran-
-deur of hers. The warrior watching on the
tented field with the destinies of a nation com-

(o]
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mitied to bl trust, or striking in the conflics
for liberty and right, may act in a wider
sphere; but his work {s not greater than hers
as she keeps her vigil by the bedside of suf-
fering, or toils in the rigerous and uncheered
routine of domestic duty. 'The poet may
make music that shall charm the ages, aud
elevate the raece, and from the height of his
lefiy inspiration win immortal renown ; but his
melody s not equal to that which a Dix, or a
Fry, ov a Sarah Martin, wakes in the guilty
heart when she has ¢ torched it to finer is-
gues,’” and taught the alienated spirit the
worth of human sympathy, and subdued the
stern nature to.Christiam meekness, until the
prisoner’s hymnas of penitenee and praise go
up at midnight, and the rugged walls of lis
dungeon are tapestried with dreams of heaven.
The statesman may regenerate nations by hiy
polity, the orator may shake serates with his
eloquence, the philosopher win new worlds by
discovery ; hut greater is she who stands by
the earliest springs of theught, and shapes their

B
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tendeney, and drops into them the balm of her
aifeetion, the purity of her virtue ; greater she
to whom is committed the plastic mind that
shall control natiors, and sway hearts, and
course the stars. The deepest life of nature
is silent and obseure; so, often, the elements
that move and mould soelety are the results of
the sister’s counsel and the aother’s prayer.
Tet me call your attention, in closing, to
the ecircumsianees deseribed in the texy. It
displays at a glance, without any effort, and
only 25 a by-scene of the tremendons drama,
the most exalted traits of the female eharacter
— traits which will always eonstitute her true |
power and glory ; traits which hrighten and
increase all that is glad and prosperous in life,
but which develep themselves with pecnliar
foree in times of trial; traits which demon-
strate what I have now urged, that the do-
minion of woman is the affeciions, that it is
her office 1o veveul the secret power there is in
love, The hrightest lineaments of her charae-

ter appear as the shadows of life grow darker.

[
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In howes of sickness, in homes of pain, in

weary vigils, she rises with a sublime forti-

tude. ‘The spirit that shrinks witt sensiive-

" ness ia cafmer moments, gives out rich music

in the stormn. When impending danger, piti-
less calumny, or croel persecution assails the
ohject of her aflection, she gathers her virtue
around kar for a shield, and with a power that
makes the weal things of the earth stronger
than the mighty, and lends .0 the timid a bra-
very whieh defies all peril, she goes forth to
share his fortune to the last, exhibiting a eon-

_stancy that is more eluquent than words, and

a love that cannot die.

The evangelist’s description of the eruci-
fixion, then, Is touchingly true. lmpostare
would have overlooked such simple details, in
its anxiety to produce a stronger effect. But
here we have the immediate impression of na-
"mre, the sudden stump of teality, in a picture
go full of awful and thrilling incidents, that we

might, withont careful study, fail to discover

those mipute and beautiful trsits which the

-8




|
B

POSTTION OF WOMAN, 249

delineatcy himself, perhaps, did uot cousider
ai the time, hmt which by their presence an-
thenticate the whole, and demonsivate that its
lights and shadows, its bolder and iis more
deficate features, were caught from actual and
passing life.  Tountains of the common heart
were unsealed at that erocifixion.  Amid scenes
of fearful wickedness and woe, appoar linea-
ments of homan affsction in all their freshness.
From the appalling transactions of the J udg-
ment Hall, from the cearse ahuse of the mui-
titude, from the cruelty of the soldiers, we are
attracted by woman, lustratng that unfilter-
ing devoiion, which, i’ it has not power to
save, has at least influence to soothe. The
eyes of Jesus, dim with death, tarn from those
uplified countenances of wondey, from the ex-
ulting sneer, from the ferce glare of hatred,
to the gaze of these sorrowful woinen, to the
face of his mother. There is sympathy, there
is affeetion, that clings to its abject to the last,
And how true to ftself is that maternal spirit !

—f{ur the love that bent over the manger

b
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cross. And who but woman, when Judas
betrayed, and Peter denied, and the weary
glept, and the fearful fled, could thus surmmnen
encrgy to Hrger around the cruel and despised
spot, to mingle the tears of pity with the blood
of suffering? Who but woman, when man
trned coward and his tust grew faint, could
thus stand until the last by the dying Saviour,

and then go to trim the lamp of her devetion
at the door of his sepulehre ?

“ Not she with traitorous kisg her Savicur stung ;
Not she dented him with unhely tongoe ;

She, when apostles shrunk, conld dangey brave —
i Last at his cross, and earliest at his grave.”

But while the text illustrates the best char-
acteristics of woman, and thus authenticates

its own description, it appears to me that it
also beautifelly symbolizes her true position.
That position is elose by the cross, near 1o the
Saviour, in timate sympathy with his attri-
butes, As that cross grows more and more
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prominent, it sheds ircreasing light upon her,
and reveals more and more the dignity of her
office, the excellence of her naturs. From

_that, too, she derives her power, and gues

forth with its influenee to accomplish her-mis-
sion. Yes, thongh now she cannot literally
stand by the eross of the Redeemer, and win-
gle her tears with ‘his raorial agony, she can
go [orth to diffuse his spirit wherever she may
act, and to recognize his image in the needy
and the suffering.- And if thus her faith be

. steadfast, and her labor dilizent, she shall sce

him glovified —she shall be blessed by his
approbaticn, even as those women of old were

blessed hy his dying gaze




LECTURE II.

CULTURE.

Lord, thon deliveredst wnto m; five talents: beheld, T
Tave gained beside Lhetn five talents wiore, — Marrysw
25 R0,

THE parable to which these words belong
teaches us, among other things, the duty of
inaproving to their utmost eapacity the faculties
that Glod has given us; and, accordingly, I
shajl a,pp.ly the text as enforcing the main topic
of this discourse, which is— Currere. 1 se-
legt this as a more comprehensive ferm than
Edweation, which Is too much identiied with
mersly one branch of Improvement.

The importance of this topic demands ex-
tersive discussion ; but as this importance has
cansed it to he treated of in every appeal that

hng been made to the young, T refer you fur

a
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more minute instroctions to the many exeellent
works that have been written upon the subjeet.
It will be my ohject in the present diseourse,
to urge ppon young women the genersl] truth
_of culture as an obligation, specifying only a
fw of its modes or applications. 1 shall speak
of physical, intellectiual, and moral cultre,

1. Of physical culture. To break a mora
rule, to pervert an intellectual faculty, would
deeply wound the consciences of many who
seem to think it no sin to viclate the laws of
eur bodily organization. Regardful of an iols
i spivitual things, they will negleet conditions
of diet, dress, or aimosphere, without a seru-
ple. They realize that God has intrusted their
souls t0 their own agency, but as to the vessel -
that eontains this priceless essence, they man-
ifest no sense of personal respounsibilivy. That
is lelt to take care of itself; or, what is equally
bad, is not permitted to take care of itself, In
one word, they have, apparently, no idea of
maral senctity attaching to anyUing conpected
with the functions of mere physical life

3
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This error is partly owing ta false religious
views. The notion that matter is inherently
vile or contemptible, and that we rise in spirit-
nal- attainments as we wholly subdue i1, has
prevailed, with most gross and melanchaly re-
sults, in the Christian church and out of it.
And though we may not witness ihese extreme
consequences, the ideas of many are tinged by
the same prejudice. It would be as difficult to
persuade such that there are acts called reli-
gious whicl eease to he so when performed at
the expense of health and life, as it is to con-
vinge the student, who pores over his booles
night and day, and seeks for the intellactnal
palm even to the verge of the grave, that his

-exorbitant aspirations are wrong because they

are suieidal. Ttis a noble thing for spirit to
asserl 1is supremacy over malier, but it cannot
with impunity violate any law. Ttis one of
the grand results of modarn selence, thal it not
only reveals its own harmony with religion,
but it also demonstrates the cssentis] religious-
ness of the physleal world. It shows us thax

B
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every work which God has made is holy, and
not to be despised. Tt opens nature befure us
as a temple filled with the presence of the De-
ity, tlirough which alone he becomes manifest
‘to us, over which his spirit has moved, the
teast member of which has partaken of his
care and his Jove.  And of all these, the ha-
man body §s built with such symmetry, is
strung with 2 skili so delicate, and gifted with
facultics so wonderful, as to signalize it as
(God's most perfeet handiwotk, To disregard
this, then, which he has created, which he
has provided for so solicitously, and so beauti-
fully endowed, is not merely v be Imprudent,
it is morally wrong, It is irreligious, it is
sinful.

I would rest what I have to say, then, under
this head, upon this strong premiss — that it is
morally wreng to neglees or violate the laws
of our plysical being, thai the culture of our
physical powers is a religious duty. God has
declared this not merely by the care and skill

with which he has censtituted our bodies, but
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by the sanctions with which he has gnarded
their welfare. Not a nerve is overtasked, not
an organ neglected, with impunity. Qnick
messcagers serve, sleepless sentinels . profect
them. They give the signal of alarm 2t the
first approach of evil, and punishment certainly
follows upon 'transgressinn. They who tam-
per with that which wrongs their physical
nature, who violate its laws or neglect its
development, may not immediately feel the
rvetribution, but it is surely germinating within
them, to break out by and by in some acule
agony, to betray them with weakness and im-
potence, to coil aroond them with stifling tor-
mens, or to waste them down to the grave
with chronic disease. These are the sanetions
which God has interwoven with our bodily
condition, and they whe wilfully disregard
them sin and suffer.  Nox let us say, because
they are righteous in other respects, it is a
mystery that they are sick, and deformed, and
die. Having violated the physical laws, they
ave not righteous in «ff respects. They have
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not tightly used all the talents that have been
intrusted to them.

Nor do the evil results which neglect of
physical cultnre indoees act merely upon lhe
body. Delicately linked as it is with our
highest faculties, our insuliéd physical nature
communicaies feebleness, derangement, and
disease, through all the apariments of the
soul. All that is comprehended In & sound
mird depends apon a sound body. When the
senses are unembarrassed, when the blood eir-
culates purely through all its channels, when
the winds of heaven blow vigor into the limbs,
then we have one essential condition of a bal-
anced will, of a quiels, genial, and robust intel-
lect; yea, of a religious life unobstructed by
any morbid fancies, — neither paralyzed by sn-
perstition nor haunted by seepticlsm,  And if
all these consequences depend upon a frue
physical culture, then 1 say that physical col-
ture is a 1eligions duty, and the pulpit is em-
ployed with its legitimate work when it insists |
apon that duty.
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Youth, in its buoyant confidence, regards
but little the sere but not immediate result,
the evil of untimely death, or premature old

age, or chronie diseuse; the unfelt germs of
exhaastion and decrepitude, the unknown cans-
es of temporary sickness and pain, Upon the
young, then, I would especially urge the duty
of & careful physical culture. Develop, by
diligent exercise, every limb and muscle and
oi—gan. Be not so afraid of cold, or heat, ar
damp, as of sedentary indolence, or noxious
confinement., Read what the learned and ex-
perienced have said upen this subject, and fol-
low the direetions which they have given.
Adopt -some meode of exercise or training
which shall be secondary to nothing. Know

yourselves, and therefore your wants and obli-
gations.

And while availing yourselves of whatever .
may develop and improve your bodily powers,
carefully avoid whatever injures them, This
precept, perhaps, is more diffienlt to heed than
the otaer. In a course of discipline, it is ea-
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sier to do eeriain additional things than to
make pacrifiees. But in order o a true phys-
ical culture, there is no guestion that much
that is customary with both sexes at the pres-
ent day must be sacrificed. No law of fashion
should stand in the place of God’s laws. No
deferenee to a miserable enstom should iurn
night into day, or day into might. No ‘expe-
dient for producing an arhitrary and artificial
comeliness should be employed at tha expense
of the comeliness of health. There should be
no indulgence of the taste which will ereate a
diseased appetite. There should be no amuae-
ment that ends in nervous prostration, fever,
or consumaption. Not even the zeal for duty
should lead to rash exposures, or unrelieved
exertions,

And this suggests one of the few points
upon which T wish to be more specifiec. I
would dwell for & shoyt time opon the wuses
and aluses of emusement, That relaxation
from ordinary labor, that recreation, is not on-
ly proper but necessary, of course no ons will
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dispute, B.y keeping our pawers strained for
a long tune without infermission, we not only
wealten them, as the trite illustration of the
bent bow teaches us, but may defeat the very

| objeet we have in view. The mstrument

which by judicious care we might have lkept
vigorous to the lust, will become inoperalive,
We need relaxation. We need either to give
these powers repose aad set in play other fac-
ulties, or else to shift their objects. We need
. to relieve our linbs from their cramped or eon-
fined state, and to exercise them so that the
bload shall leap refreshingly through the veins,
and the aching hrow feel the eool air, and the
stifled lungs bave free expansion. Or, if the
bod y has beeome wearied by protracted effort,
let us change the work, Suffer the physieal
powers lo rest, and Jet the mind be employed,
not in infense study, but in pursuits thar will
cheer, or soothe, or elevate it. "This will in-
fuse new life into the jaded powers, and main-
win 2 proper balance in the system. Mers
rest will not accomplish all this. We require

oy
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not slugpish repose, but change of action; not
mere steep, but exercise. Otherwise, cne set
of faculties becomes dwarfed the other wea-
ried ; one rusts out, the other wears out. The
tired bady or mind requires cheerfulness, new
life; and this will be ereated by judicious
amusements. Let us seek, then, some pleas-
ant soctzl intercourss, or some rcommmunion
with nature or ari. Go out among the chang-
ing seasens, Reeeive the fragrance of flowers,
draw breath from **the cool cisterns” of the
morning ot evening air; select that which is
most, eonvenient, that at the same time is
healthful to hody and mind, ehsering yet inno-
cent, that relieves you from, yet fits you for,
sterner duty 5 and it shall be better for you —
you will work better, you will accomplish more.

But there is another use in amusement. K
prevents oy becoming s2.fish and materialized.
If we go on day after day, toiling for sus-
tenanee or gain, we become heedless of every-
thing else, more and more wrapped up in self.
Lahor, it is true, is the general lot of human-

n*
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ity. We muost atind to it from the necessity
of things; but precisely becanse this is sé, we
should introduce other elements of action.
Were human beings generally idle, then to
urge the benefit of wmnusement would be
to recommend an evil instead of a2 good.
But we are in danger from the apposite
course, Now amusement, light as its agen-
¢y may appear, may be the means of vpen-
ing our eyes to the perception of something
higher than mere sensual life, to other than
pecuniary acquirements. We make a mis-
take in associating the idea of frivelity with
that of amusement. 1 do not speak now
of much that goes by the name of amuge-
ment— the folly and excess into which we
sometimes plunge ; but that which is really for
the health of the body and the mind: and, I
repeat, it is a mistake to associate the idea of
such amusernent with frivolicy. It may be the
mezns not only of physical invigoration, but
~of intellectual and moral culiure. It way open
up worlds of discovery that shall refine and

—
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elevate us ; it may unveil truths that we have
neglected in our exclusive selfishness; and it
may quicken ounr conception of the spiritual
realities that lie behind our magerial cireum-
stances, All these results may come through
the avenues of amusement—through that
which cheers and delights, through that which
rests the tived body and relaxes the overtasked
mind. For instance, there is a source. of
amusement that lies at hand for every one. 1
mean the gratification of the sense of beauty.
Fvery one is more or less affoeted by the
beautiful, apart from any consideration of nse~
fulness. And this quick sense of the beautiful
may be mads the souree of endless amassment.
Art and natore unite to this end. There are
books, and paintings, and statnary, and music,
And, most plorious and most apen of all, there
are the sights and sounds of the material uni-.
verse. If we are too poor io svail ourselves
of artifieial sources of cnlture, yot there are
around us, insea, and earth, and heaven,

countless agencies for this purposs. The
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poorest-of us stands in & gallery grander than
Titian or Claade could ereate, and hears no-
hler music than Handel composed. In the
world about us, there is not merely the usgful,
but a pervading earty that moves us with a
mysterions sympathy, and lifis us above the
dust. How glarious is naturé in all its forms
of sublimity or loveliness, in all s changes of
times and seasons'! How beautiful the silent
passages of 4 single day, if, throwing off the
coil of labor, and the insensibility of habit, we

would pause and consider them! The sun

cowing forth from its chamber Iike a bride-
groom, rejoicing like a strong man t run @
race ; the mountains erowning themselves with
its light, the waters leaping with a glad mur-
wiur into the new day. The ever-shifting
phases of familiar things as the differeat tines
of light and shadow fall upon them, ihe leaves
woving like waves in the wind, the air full of
winged life, the clouds sailing through the
blae sky * like ships at sea;” until the light
steals away, the moon rises and goes down,

Ao s
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and the night passes over us, with its myriad
stars Jike the flashing wheels of its chariot.
When we are in the mood for amnsement, u 1
patare throws off its homely and work-day
aspeet, and becomes suddenly steeped in bean-
ty. And no one ean respond to this beanty,
and be us sordid and selfish as he would be if
confined to a mere round of toil. Thankful
am 1 that the lowest child of poverty and dis-
ease has one source of amusement so high and
hopeful —God's own garden of beauty, and
palace of strange delights.

OF eourse, T have merely indicated ons or
two sources of amusement, not specilied alf.
I have shown you how amusement may have
for us an elevating tendency, winning us from
meanness and sensuazlism, plucking ws from
brooding melancholy and care, leading us out
inte broad and cheerful life.

There is one wore wse of amusetient, at
which Twill but hint. It preserves us from
degrading and sinful pleasures. Some relax-

ation we ought to have, and the majority wiil
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have If they have that which is innocent and
elevating, they will not need or seelt any oth-
er; if not, they will avail themselves of that
which comes to hand, T eannot enlarge upon
this topic; hut that its application is important
you will readily perceive.

Thus much for the uses of amusement. 1
have taken the subject into the pulpit, because
I feel that it ought to be understood. Itis
exceedingly deleterious to withdraw the sane-
tion of religion from amusement. If we feel
thut it is all injurious, we should strip the
earth of its flowers, and blot out its pleasant
sunshine, We have faculties given us to aid
in amnsement. We bave the gift of wit, and
to laugh is as natural to man as to weep, If
we refuse to sanction this religiously, then our
nature will aet withoat that sanction ; and it is
.needless 1o say, that unlawful restriction, like
all despotisms, induces anarchy. If you vir-
tually teach young persous that all gayety and
relaxation is wicked, the buoyancy of their
dispositions leads them nevertheless to seck
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amusement, and in following their natural hent
they will indulge indiscriminately in the good
and the bad, believing both to be wrong; and,
what is warse, they will incur the habit of vie-
lating conscience. We should raise no false
issnues, then. The uses of amusement, its
harmony with religion, should be distinctly
pointed out. The line should be plainly laid
down, and then carefully guarded.

And this leads me fo say a few words, on
the other hand, respeeting the ebuses of amuse-
ment. I remark, then, in the first place, that
it is an abuse of amusement to attend to noth-
ing else. We have seen that amusement is
only a means to a higher result, We eam its
privileges only by attention to move important

mind and the body are continually relaxed. A
life of mere pleasurs, according to the usunal
aeeeptation of thut term, is worthless and in-
sipid.  If labor wears out the functions of the
- body and the mind, contirual amusement ener-
vates them. And yet, how many are there

duties. We need no-relaxation when the
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who evidently desive nothing but a life of
pleasure! They little think what it is they
desire!  Let them have theix wish, and they
would scon sigh for the ordinary lot. God be
thanked for labor—for its beautiful though
stern ordinances! Not merely becanse it con-
verts the desert into o garden, and the wilder-
ness into a fruitfiul land, and elothes ihe nalied
and feeds the hungry; but because it Invigo-
rates both mind and hody, quickens their ac-
tion and refines their skill, prevents them from
sluggishness and vice, fills the day with en-
joyment and satisfaction, and erowns eleep
with a sweet parland, plucked by the hands
of honest industry, and steeped in the dew of
content. How different from the racked frame,

_the jaded spirit, the debased and tormented

soul of the mere plessure-seelier ! What has
such an oune done, what is he or she doing, for
life, and life’s realitiea? What good flows
from thiz idleness? Attend, then, to every
duty, to all necessary labor. The amusement
is truly sweet that comes only after this,
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Anather abuse of amusement is that which
perverts it to dissipation  Thers ave some
whe seem to connect ne other ideas with
amusement than those of frivolity and exXcess,
. They eannat have a holiday without disgracing
themselves, they cannot go upon a party of
pleasure without econverting it into an oceasion
of riot.  With them “gayety” Is license,
 wit’* foolishness, and “ spirit” recklessness
and confision, This, to be sure, in its in-
tense degree, is move applicable to the other
gox. But I am fearful that some in the class
which 1 now address have idess of amusement
almost as perverted, I would say, then, that
there is ne lawful amusement in that which
disgraces, sensualizes, or in any way injures
purselves, or which is carried ob against the
feelings and interests of others. Al pleasures
that tend to exbaust the body, that keep one -
from nesessary sleep, or incapseltate her for
her doties, are wrong; perhaps not reprehen-
sthle in themsslves, bu? in their resulis in the

degree 1o which they have been indulged in.

4 ) E
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And surely 1 need not say that my idea of
amusement has no relation to anything that
vitiates the soul, that kindles ar pollutes it
with sinful appetites, or deludes it with false
ideas. The principle of diserimination be-
tween the uses and the aduses of amusement
I have now laid down. Tis application I leave
ta you.

T would not have you suppose that T con-
sider amusement as the orly means of physical
eulture, ot its ahuse as the only eause of phys-
teal injury ; but T have dwelt more particularly
upna this topie becanse of the peculiar relation
which it has to the young. T add to this,
then, the Injunetion that you avail yourselves
of all means of physical culture which your
knowledge and judgment may rceommend.
The main fruth that T would now urge upoen
you is the importance of this duty., Jiis, as ]
have shown you, a moral obligation. Con-
sider, also, that your own welfare, and the
welfare of others, is indissolubly linked with
it., Who thut hus witnessed that ncevous suf-
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fering which embitiers all enjoyment, that un-
natural paleness which no cosmetic ean hide
or jewels adorn, that fever-flush which is a
premonitory signal of death, that hacking
ecugh which is 2 voiee from the grave,—in
short, who that has seen health and beauty
withering under premature disease, and ail the
vital powers enfeebled and broken down before,
the very noon of life, does not feel the solemn
argeney of the plea for a diligent physical eul-
ture? Who does net fes] it that considers
the responsibility of mothers, over which they
have no control save that of earnest attention
to the laws of their own being? Who does
not feel it as he has stood by the bedside of.
the yourg vietim of consuraption, the loved,
the gifted, the pood, sinking away, untimely,
like a star in the summer twilight; or as he
has bent over the grave of the early dead, |
| znatched, as it is said, © mysteriously® from
earth !

TI. T pass from this topic to speak of iutel-
lectual culture, The brevity of my remarks
ﬁ-—“

]
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will be in proportion to the importance of the
subjeet, which has caused it already te be pre-
sented and urged in every possible light. If
the body, which is but a vehicle, an instru-
ment, should be nourished because of the
value of that principle which it contains and
gerves, surely, the mind, which is that prinei-
ple, and which is an end in itself, should re-
ceive the mest diligent culture, The servant
who buried his one talent in the earth per-
verted temporal treasure ; but she whao suffers
her intellectual powers to lie still and perish,
wastes her own being, and rejects irnmortal
wealth. .Hagpy she who has made and abides
firmly by fhis resolution under 2J] circumstan-
ces, even the most trying, that ignorance shall
not be her portion. Paverty and pain, long
hows of peedful toil and sad experiences of
domestic calamity and disappointment, may
Fall to her lot; but even fiomn these issues of
deprivation and suffering, she adds strength
and riches to that gift which alene dignifies
humanity, whieh masters all material obstacles
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and swvives all earthly distinetions, which
cheers us in the desert and the darkness,
opens new worlds of beanty, realms of inex-
haustible life, and transmutes the sternest,
.eoarsest fortune to friendliness and peace.
Happy she, who, conscious of the value of
that heritage which God has committed fo ev-
ery living soul, improves it at all eost, and is
able to say in the spiril of the faithful factor,
« Lord, thou deliveredst unte me fve falents;
behold, I have gained beside them five ialents
more,”’

I deprecate the display of leamning in a
wornan as much as I do pedantry in a man.
I dislike that cold, masculing, intellectual-
ity, which is sometimes characterized in the
expression, ‘‘a strong-minded woman.” I
would not eontradiet in this discourse what T
said in the fizst concerning woman’s peculiar
sphere, nor have her neglect the duties of that
sphere. But I do say, that, while without

intellectual culture her beauty is insipid, and

her dress and ornaments make her only a liv-

K , ~ =
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ing gewgaw, even her affection wants half its
efficacy. What true luxury is there in that
Lome where taste presides, disposing even the
most humble appliances in its own beautiful
order! What a charm possesses that, conver-
sation, which, although iis best wealth s of
the heart, is yet enriched by the variety, adapt-
ed by the judgment, and refined by the ex-
pression, of a well-stored, diseriminating, and
educated mind! What a wonderful agent is
associated with philanthropy, when to the ca-
pacity of feeding the hungry and elothing the
naked is added the power of imparting insirue-
tion, shedding rays of celestial light upon the
darkened inteilect, and leading the falteving
steps of the degraded up to dignity and use-
fulness! TTow may the willing watcher bless
the sicls echanber, and relieve the tedions hours
of pain or convalescenee, by the noble thoughts
of a reflective mind, or the treasuved fruite of
ditigent stody ! A-d how all-essential is in-
tellectunl culture to the holy office of a mother,

when the new-born spirit lies like a germ in

&
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the atmosphere of her love, plastie, oper to
all her influence, and she is to determine its
destiny !

And if thus we perceive the importance of
woman's intellectual euliure o others —to
these who are to receive the ollices of her
affection ~— who ean estimate its value to her-
self! T huve already suggested thal valve.
The powar which it givés her over all material
cireumstances, the treasures of truth it opens
to her, the real dignity it imparts, the conso-
lation and strength that it vields in times of
Toneliness, want, and suffering, —1 will leave
these suggestions to your own reflection.

As to the methods of intellectual eulture, I

must refer you to others who have spoleen
partieularly upon this point. Dot let me say
that we can help determine this matter by con-
sidering what intellectual eulture is. An ex-
cellent writer upon self-edocation has drawn a
distinetion which demands our notice.  ** It is
- necessary,”’ says he, ‘“to distinguish two

branches of the cwltivation of the mind, whick
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we are too much accustomed to confound ;
namely, that which consists in the aecquisition
of knowledge, and that which consists in the
development of the faculties.”” Intellectual
cultare is not attained solely by the acquisition
of knowledga. This may be a mere diseipline
of the memory. DBut this cultare is the exer-
cise of all our intellectual faculties in harmo-
nious development. It is the power of fixing
the attention upon some specific point; of de-
tecting and uniting truths; of comparing, an-
alyzing, constructing. Who does not under-
stand the difference between a great readet
and a great scholar? Intellectual culture is,

1 repeat, something more than the acquisition

of lmowledge. It is a discipline, a ripening,
an efficiency of all our mental powers. Twv-
erything, then, which tends to strengthen and
develop the mind —to male it rich, self-bal-
anved, veady, effective —i= to be employed as
aiding the proeess of intellectnal culture. To
educate is not merely to learn by rots, te cram

the memeory with a eollection of facts; but o
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dremw out the mind so that it may know how 1o
use faets, so that it may become greater than
those facts. He is not the best edueated per-
son who knows the most truths, but who is
most capable of knowing and uvsing all truths.
It is only necessary, then, to say, that all
methods which secure this supremaey and effi-
ciency of mind, such as reading, reflection, in-
vestigation, are to be employed. And the test
which should deterraine the character of books
and studies is whether they are caleulated w
produce this essential result.

Before T pass to the third and final opic of
this discourse, I would alludp to a subject
which ocecupies 2 medium ground, growing
out of remarks that have already been mude,
and helonging to what I have yet to say.
That subject is the connection between intellect-
wael and moral culture,  Let me ask you, then,
to consider the moral results of ignorance. 1
do not wish to unjustly mitigate the faet of
human sinfulness, but all the evil that we wii-

ness in the world is not the effect of depravity.
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Ofien these sad fruits spring up in the hot-bads
of uncontrolied passion ——uncontrolled because
untanght.  I[ ervor is sometimes the result of
moral delinquency, so erime and viee are somé-
limes the offspring of inteliectual deficiency.
Consider, too, how often error, breaking out
in deeds that shack ns, is allied with an ear-
nest moral sentiment. ‘He who throws him-
self under the erushing wheels of Juggernaut
may do so with u loyalty 1o the idea of duty as
farvent as that which has nerved the soul of a
Christian martyy, The wife who bows down
to die upon tha funeral pile of her hushand,
the mother who commits her ehild to the sa-
ered but fatal r"iver, acts thusg not because of
moval depravity, or from the lack of humau
feeling. No; this is the moral sense withoot
intellectual light, and though ignorance may
exeuse the error, it cannot make us admire it.
Bigotry, too, may be associated with moral
feeling — undoubtedly it often is; but it comes
from the lack of intellectual comprehensive-
ness,  In shorg, the cowmon failure to act

M
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thoroughly apor prireiple is in much owing to ‘

the fact that great principles are not elearly

seen and understood. *

I We detect, then, the important influ-
ence of our imtellectusl condition upon that
which coustitutes the remaining topie of this
discourse —moral cultyre. That this, on the
other hand, is equally essential to our intel-
jecinal development, is most evident. In ovder
that we may possess a well-balanced and clear
mind, it i3 pecessary that we should hold a
principle of unwavering rectitude, a healthy
will, a sense of the great end of all action —
love for and experience of the highest good.
Without this, there can be no true intellectual
culture, no solid intellectual atiainment, and
we lack that spiritual symmetry which de-
pends wpon the harmony of all our faculties,

Yes, moral caltare s the basis as well as
the consumnmation of sll that 1 have now rec-
ommended. It is the sanctification of all ous
powers, the aiming of them aright. It is
that comprehensive act which implies all
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this other conduct because it is a duty. It
gives to duty its meaning and its force, And
this is, perhaps, the best illustration that I can
give of the result of moral culture, and, there-
fore, of its importance — that it exalts duty ns
our highest ideal, and binds us 1o it in sacred
allegianee. In reference to that we perform
every act, for that we sacrifice all things elsc,

It is needless to say how imperfect is -ull
character without this broad and vital priueiple.
Ignorance thus becomes wedded to erime, while
mental accomplishments increase the pewer for
evil, and illustrate our spirvitual deformity, I
is true, s disciplined intellcct may hold the
passions in aboyanee, and impart to its pos-
gessor a certain dignity and purity, but this is
guperficial,  Intellectual education is noi the
ealisman of life, the amor that shields us
against temptation, the sword with which we
overeoms our worst foes, the helmet of our
galvation. It mpy train the reason to see and
gpprehend truth, but it cannos make that trath
vitalize and regenerate the heart until this
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hard selfishness brealts away, and we become
filled with love, and faith, and prayer, and day
by day we learn to curb some appetite, to
make some sacrifice, to elevate some noble
virtue, watil each subordinate quality takes ils
proper place, and each diviner lineament as-
sumes iis dne prominence, and clothed with a
beautiful meelmess, yei invigorated by a-celcs-
tiad, power, we stand forth in the perfection of
human character. 'This comes of moral cul-
ture. Only he who breathed upon the waves
of Galilee can say to thess troubled elernents
within us, ¢ Peace, be atill! "’ only that Spirit
which brooded over chaos can bring cut of our
spiritual anarchy this harmony and beanty!
Moral eolture, then, Is the mainspring and
the end of all other education. And if human
charueter under no circumstanees can be com-
plete without it, female character of all others
vequires it.  Peculiarly does woman need that
principle which guards us against tempsation
amid the formalities of eonventionalism, the

whirl of exeitement, the allurements of [ife,

e
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Pecyliarty should virtue be enthroned in her
heart, with ail its sanctions; for there are

times when, if she denies it, it will indeed be -

cast out and trampled under foot. And of all
persons, she needs that discipline which ena-
bles us not only to do, but to endure, and o
suffer. Fovee of nerve, and headlong impetu-
osity of will, may often sexve manin the de-
pariments of his action; but woman’s sphere,
if she truly Ails it, demands those virtues
which only issue from dsep moral effort,
That patience which is the ingathering of 2
sublime strength, and that enables her te wait
and suffer to the last, That forgiveness which
makes her anoint the hands that have abused
her, and shield and suceor in its hour of deso-
lation she spirit that onee scorned and rejected
her. That love that watches by the siek bed
and illuminates the prison cell ; that burns like
o taper through the ldng night of afflietion,
and flows with no slackening for the object it
has tmee eherished, however that ohject may
be hated by the world ; that transfigures pov-
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erty, and rebokes fear, und glorifies Itself by
perfonﬁing the meanest offices, like Christ
washing the disciples’ feel. 'That faith which
Lelieveth all things, and endureth all things;
which is not to be shaken, or obscured, be-
cause it draws its assurance from near com-
manion with the things in which it trusts.
For these virtnes— (and she who traly fills a
woman’s sphere moat surely needs them) —
nothing is sufficient bat a spirit that has been
trained by a diligent moral culture, Nay,
why shall T not use a term that if nol more
comnprehensive is more vital than this? Woe-
man, of all beings, needs the life and the
power of refigion, When we consider what
she is called upen to do, what interests eume
mnder her influence, what brave yet tender vir-
tues she must cherish, where can she go hut
to him wheo alone has lived these virtues, and
from whom alone their spirit emanates? True
eullure is consummated oi]ly when she atlains
@ that spiritnal excellence of which Christ
was the perfect manifestation ; and in that at-
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tainment alone can she say, ** Lord, thou de-
liveradsi unto me five talents: behold, T have
gained beside them five talents more.”




LECTURE III.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS,

Sha maketh herself coverings of tapestry; her elohing is
gitk and purple. —Provecns 31 22,

Tur difference between civilizalion and bar-
barism s indicated not enly by the increase of
intellectual and moral power, and of all those
useful elements which huild up and consolidate
society, but by those ornamental sccessories,
those beauntiful productions of art, which
evince 8 refined and luxoriant eullare, For
instance : the gartnents of the ecivilized man
may be of the same primeval fabric as those
which so scantily clothe the dweller of caves
and forests. They may be no more durable
or comfortable.  And yet the civilized man is

not ouly dressed more completely than the
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other, but more exquisitely and skilfully ; and
that exquisiteness and skill illustrate the soeial
difference between the two, {llustrate the whole
advancement of ages in discovery and inven-
tion, in commerce and manafactures, in chewm-
iswy and botany, and the long array of the
useful arts. The canoe with which the savage
crosses the rivers and glides along the coasts
of his eountry has i it all the fundamental
clements of the ship that traverses the globe;
yet how different the noble vessel with ali its
appointmeats, with its chronometer, telescope,
and compass, with its elaborate workmanship
and its store of luxuries, from the fishing-boat
of the Indian or New Zealander ! And here,
again, the superority of civilization is illus-
trated by skifl and eguipage. The amenities
of social life, the rules of good heeding, are
but politer methods of exercising & respect ot
affeetion that is the same in Austrolia as in
New Vork or Boston. Civilization has only
ereated a more refined expression.

1 say, then, in short, that en]ture is mani-
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fested not only by an increase of power and of
real acquisition, but by certain graces or orna-
ments, which, il they are not its solid fruits,
are its ripeness and its bloom. The learning
| of the genuine scholar is accompanied by facil-
ity and elerance. So the enlizhtened nation
is not only strong, intelligent, and orderly, —
erowned with prosperity, fortified with wise laws
and good institutions, — but it is also endowed
with couniless appendages of beauty and con-
venience, which are ag its * coverings of tap-
estry,’” its * clothing of silk and purple.” It
is true that these are ofien the veils of decay ;
thai pomp and lexury are significant symptoms
of nationzl decline; and that under these fine
formalities, these elegances of a ripe scciety,
are sometimes concealed a corruption and spir-
itual deadness rthal may well make us envy a
more simple ard uncultivated life. But still
there is » point where use and ornament coin-
tides where culture flowers into heanty, and
sverflows with luxuviance,  Much as we may
praise a Spartan condition of society, a certain

=3
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iron ruggedness, as peculiarly favorable to ro-
bust action and to the manly virtues, it is not
the highest state of eivilization, A truly great
and cultivated pecple is always characterized
by a nationa} taste, by exquisite trophies of
art, by an atmosphere of genial and beantiful
inspiration. Mere the sterner virtues may
thrive no less than in the other case, while
“the humanities flourish better.

Tndeed, let us not underraie the influence
of beauty as itself a means of culture; as a
eivilizing power. The people that is bald of
art and ornament,—that has no statuary,
painting, musie, poetry, —may be a people
compact and hardy, brave in war, industrious
in peaece, and strict after their idea of jnstice.
But they will be a yude und selfish people; a
people with no great vision, o expansive svm-
pathies, no progress. The Doric order of
soclety, I repeat, is not the highest, is nnt
the Christian order. On the other hand,
as one great ageney for elevating men from

a bratal and narrow materialism, let them

<
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be brought in contaet with the productions
of art, with the amenities of a refined so-
ciety, Let an afr of taste breathe wround
thetn. Let them gaze upon exquisite stat-
nary. Let inem hear glovious musie. Let
pictured beauty melt graduvally into their souls.
Let grand monuments overshadow them. I
Loow that this is but little without robust
moral lifs, and general intellizence: that vo-
luptuonsness will often profane sueh privi-
leges, and sluggish sensuality lis down by
them and sleep. DBut mingled with other
sencies, I repent, this one of heauty, of art,
of ornament, fas an uplifiing efficiency. It
would be better than a police to familiarize the
crowd in a city with embodiments of bis
beauty, with ideas of loveliness and sublimity.
A magnificent church, with its lofty arches and
«long-drawn aisles,”” with its ¢ dim, religious
light,” its seulptured adornments, does, silent-
Iy, a great work in preporing the mind of the
wotshipper {or holier communions.

Against a dry wilitarianism, as against an

-8
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ascetie religlousness, we musl continve o urge
the fact that God in his ereations has been lay-
ish of beauty. He has garnished the uni-
verse. He has not merely woven it into
homely fibres of use; he has made for it, so
to speak, ‘“‘coverings of tapestry,” he has
clothed it with “silk and purple.”” DBeauty
is not an accident of the great whole, or a
certain accompaniment thrown in 1o heighien
the general effect. It saturates all nature, it
is the expression and out-yearning of its deep-
est life. It is in the outline and analysis of
the least thing. It js absent {rom no selitude.
It meets us wnexpectedly. Itis in the moss
that, climbs around the mountain-tarn ; it peeps
up in the lonely flower through the shuggy
crevice of the rock; the sunlight covers the
winter woods with an embroidery of dia-
monds; the tiny crystals of the frost break
gut with the same beauty that shines in the
plittering constellations, It is not for us, then,
to deny this universal beauty, but reverently
to inquire its use. And we detect that use in

Keos
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its elevating tendency—in the affinity which
it gives us to higher realities. It learns us
thay this world is not merely for sensual pur-
poses; that what is real is not always what s
true ; and it incites us continually to aspire. 1§
do not wish to confound esthetic eulture with
religlous quickening, but that there is such a
use in beauty no one ecan deny., And thuf
peaple, therefore, which, with other and great-
er resulis, has attained to the love and the re-
praduction of beaxty, hus not only reached a
high point of eulture, but is possessed of an
important agent of civilization.

The remarks which I have now made not
only apply to communities but fo individuals,
ang to the main lopie of the presens discourse;
1o the subject of female accomplishments. The
pencral prineiples which I have laid down will
illustrate whas T have to say upon this point.
What we eall accomplishments are the ripsn-

ing or completion of fine cultwre, When we

“speak of an accomplished young woman, we

mean that she possesses refinement of mind,
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grace of mannev, comeliness of dress, facility
of expression ; in short, a method of pleasing
which has & great and beneficial influence, and
which is far from vanity — which varity, in-
deed, spoils, In proportion to their worth,
these elegances should be the objects of aseid-
vous endeavor. The young woman shouid
strive not only to do well, bt to appear well.
Let her, of all things, value most those solid
acquirements, that necessary culture, which 1
recommended in the last discourse. Let her
never sacrifice essentials to appearances. Lot
her not be made up of mere accomplishmnents.
Far am I from pralsing those gauzy, spark-
ling, flippant quaiities, which have no depth or
solidity. The woman of mere show, who
seeks only to faseinate and dazzie, whose at-
tractions are all in beauty of person, or in
dress; in sweetness of spesch, or grace of
manner; but whe has neither a 1eﬂect1ve
mind ner a feeling heart, is bapkrupt as to
woman’s richest wealth.,  Bhe does not recog-

nize the true ends of existence, nor the claiing

;
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of duty. She only seeks to tread the round
of pleasure, and to conguer admiration, Ier
Iife is all beauty without soul, and omament
without reality ; like a gilded bui empty vase,
fit merely to be seen ; or a garland of artificial
flowers, made to flaunt only in the garish light
of the ball-room and satosn.

T da not speak, then, of these emply dtirac-
tions, but of those genuine a,ccompiishmenté
which grew out of a ripe cultare. This eul-
ture is well, is essential, is the first thing to be
attended 1o ; but if is betrer when refined into
beauty, and expressed with elcganee. It is
well for the young weman to hold the distaff
of industry, and spin with her own hands the
simplest garment; but it is better, if, together
with this, she is able to make herself ¢ cover-
ings of tapestry,’’ and clothing of * silk and

L)

purple;®* or, to express the same idea it other
words, if her intellectual and moral education
is not merely useful but attractive. An accom-

‘plished woman bhas a great power for good;

her accomplishments are amony the most effi- |
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cient agencies of female influence. She thus
lends a charmn to home which coneeatrates
there countless blessings and graces, and
makes it, what it should be, the most delight-
ful centre of rest, and esjoyment, and duty,

Bhe causes those virtaes which command ve--

spect to win love. She adds dignity to pov-
erty, and lusire to wealth. Her manner of
giving makes her eharities flow like oiniment,
and she confers a favor as if she were the ben-
eficlary. She mingles an indescribable zest
with her conversation, and imparts additional
pleasure o amusement. By het resoarces she
overcomes or Meliorates many a difficulty,
soothes the dark hours of pain, and trighiens
those sterner trials of lile which eanvot he
avoided. In short, these aceomplishments,
joined to a cultivated intellest, = lkind and pure
lLears, and a sincere piety, endow woman with
a power the benefits of which are as inestima-
ble as they are varicus. Tuke music, for in-
stance, Not only is it & beautiful and sublime
science, the study of which ennobles and puri-

e
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fies the mind of its votary, but how many and
excellent are its ministries to others! It ocen-
ples hours that else, perhaps, they would em-
pluy sinfully. It wins them fiom low and
sensual pursuits, ¢ fills the home with mel-
ody, and helps recreation and social inter
course. It breaks into the monotomy of life
with a kindling enthusiasm, and interrupts the
weary periods of anxisty and toil. Tt soothes
the dull pauses of disease; it twines its magie
spell around the fevered heart; it steals into
the troubled spirit with wplifting and with
peace. Its harmonies drop through the gloom
of eonfinemaent like links of sunshine, and draw
us up as to the eanopy of the free and un-
bounded heaven. Tt is the key of memory,
and the messenger of hope, awaking us to all
that was dear in the past, and all that is wor-
thy in the futare. Tor in its sweetest and
loftiest moods, music is eminantly & moral and
religious agent. Tt touches our best foclings,
rebukes our sins, and confirms our virtues. It
is the natural advocate of freedom, peace, and
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every sacred work, Tt is the best expression
of faith and prayer. It moves like 2 magnetie
current over our souls, and suggests ouy Tys-
terious kindred with higher realities. Surely,
then, she who devotes a reasonable portion of

her time to the knowledge and practice of this -

art is learning no vain accomplishment.

I cannot in this disconrse, any more than in
the athers, enter into winnie specifications. I
leave it for yowselves to decide what accom-
plishments are usefnl, and sccord with the
principles already laid down; what are really

~those beautiful appendages which accompany

and assisl a true culiure. There are two or
three of these, however, to whieh, in the re-
mainder of this discourse, I will more partic-
ularly allude.

1. The first which I will specify is reeding.
1 speak of this as something different from the
study of books, which is, of eourse, a ranch
of essential culture. There are many works
which it is noi necessary that we should study,
yet with which it is well to hold some ae-
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quaintance, Theve is a kind of knowlulge
which we need not possess in order 1o acquit
ourselves of the eharge of ignorance, or for
the sake of scientific aceuracy, which does,
revertheless, greatly furpish and enrich the
mind.  An extensive eourse of reading, and a
wide range of facts, illustrate what we have
already studied, help our expression of what
we linow, make composition move varied, flex-
ible, and affluent, and accumulate resources
for conversation, We may, for instance, lear
ile leading facts of history by the study of a
few volumes, and thus understand very well
the past and present states of the world, Yet
who does not know that there ere many col-
lateral worles, such as ¢ Notes,”” ¢ Diaries,”
< Memoirs,” which will shed much light upen
the prominent facts, and enable one far betler
fo appreciate and command her historienl
knowledge?  The habits of a court, the man-
ners and eustoms of a people, the person,
- dress, and private life of a statesman, mon-
arch, or hero, all make the past more graphic

e
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16 us, set the figures in a corvect light and in
due proportion upon the canvass; we ean un-
derswand and destribe them better; and the
whole stream of histovieal knowledge is illumi-
nated as well as deepened by these side facts.
Again, we may know enough of geography
for all oxdinary purposes, such as the different
divisions and boundaries of the earth, Tatitudes,
climates, and the like. But how iz ont knowl-
edge enriched and made fluent by the reading
of authentis hooks of travels, explorations, eth-
nological researehes ! There are, again, many
seiences of which it is not possible that we
should possess an exhanstive knowledge ; it is
not necessa.rj-r to 2 trus culture that we should ;
yot of which it is well that we should know
something 3 and of which we may know some-
thing by the reading of a few general topics.
But I need not dwell upon this point, 1
merely wish to astrate the valne of Reading
as an eccomplishment, apart feom that striet
study which is essential 1o culiure.

Of this kind is the perusal of a gwaf deal
o] =]
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of that literature which iy ealled felles fottres.
Oge, perhaps, conld get along with the prac-
tieal duties of life withont any of this reading.
But it is extremely neeessary 0 an accome
plisked culture. If it does not deposit any
eolid facts in the mind, it refines and mellows
it It libewalizes us, expands our reflective
powers, Increases onr stores of imagery and
expression, aud purifies our style, Aund, in
connection, with this, T may as well say 2 word
about worls of fiction — novel-reading. Tt is
an extreme, and I think an erroneous opinion,
to condenn such reading altegether. In the
first place, if we reject works of Reuon with-
out any qualification as to the term, we repi-
diate some of the wisest and most widely
adopted methods of instraetion, such as the
parable and the allegory, which set fovth truth
with accessories of the imagination, and which
in this way eflectually insinuate virtne that
would have been unperceived or disregrarded

Af stased in an axiom or a syllogism.  Again,

we must believe that cur imaginative faculty
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is given us 10 eultivate with the vest of our
nature ; it has its use, and I think an fmpor-
sant use, in the scale of our geueral culture.
Besides, in rejeeting all works of fiction, we
reject some of the noblest monuments of liera-
ture, both in poetry and prose, — works which
have not only delighted, but instructed and
clevated inoumerable readers, and which,
therefore, we cannot shink were guilty crea-
tions of their avthors’ minds, and total perver-
sions of those gifts with which God endowed
them. I do not mean —for I have not time—
to go into the whole argument upon this sub-
ject; but 1 think that we should apply to novel-
reading the same principle whick we apply to
amugement. It 1s a mental recreation, which
may be innocent and beneficial,  DBut it is also
z pursait which is lable to greaf abuse.
When we would ocoupy some leisure and
listless hour with a book which throuzh the
ageney of fiction imparts to uvs a keener in-
sight inte men and manncrs, a more graphic

knowledge of the past, a more vivid sense of
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our relations to humanity, and of the claims of

duty, it is well enough. DBut when novels

constitute cur whole stoek of reading, and that’
reading becornes an absorbing pursuit; when
~we devour indiseriminately all kinds of novels,
anything and everything that erowds through
the flood-gates of the press; bools of all sorts
of morality, and books with oo morality at all;
when other reading is omitted ; when duty is
neglected ; when the hours of repose are [ore-
gone, and saered seasons intruded upon; then
it is bus clinching a truism io suy that novel-
reading is most pernicious and wicked. In
the first place, there ave but few novels that
deserve the execption for which 1 have con-
tetided. Most of them, in a mere literary
point of view, are unmitigated trash, the froth
of superfieial thinking, the seum of diseased
sentiment; they are neither mieroscopes nor
telescopes, but kaleidoscopes, ouly shifting
inte new and fantastic combinations old plots
and sequels, which oviginally were false and

eoJored views of men and actions, Those
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works of fietion are but few, indeed, which
pussess such g soml of genios and such a budy
of truth, as w rer.der them worthy of perusal,
reprint, or preservation,  And when we con-
sider the merale of many of those works which
e around us, those dishes of scepticism, hor-
rors, and licentiousness, served up with the
piquant sauce of a Iarisian or an Eunulish
siyle, we can hardly wouder that there nre
sume who condemn all fietitions writlngs i
the mass. And while these considerations
should teach us the most delicale discrimina-
tion, et us also feel tiat an entire devotion to
novel-reading is as deleterious as it is frivo-
lons. Thére are some, | fear, who, neglecting
all substantial study, pore only over stories.
And what a training of the mind is this!  For
what are thev preparing it, when it is wholly
engaged upon scenes and plots, and only famil-

jar with the men and women of fiction? Let

me tell them that they are poorly armed for

ihe realities of life, for reverses of {vrtune, and
stern calls of duty. Their minds are becom-
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ing lax and feeble, enriched by no acquisitions
of real knowledge, and unfitted for the tension
of thought, And if their hearls are uncor-
rupted, this exemption is the only benefit they
awe to superficial reading.
T pass from this suhjeet to say, that while
we have had occasion to deplove the character
of so many WO.I.‘kS, which have leaped from the
press like the frogs of Egypt, swarming in our
streets and houses, our kitehens and bed-cham-
hers, we have also oceusion to rejoice at those
yecent enterprises which are now furnishing us
with some of the hest hooks in the English
language, There is hardly an excuse, then,
except shat of extrerne poverty, unremitted toil,
or sickness, for the young woman who is not
possessed of that accomplishinent which de-
pends upon general though well-chuser read-
ing. Tor I am not recommending excessive
reading. There are book-gluttnns, whose only
guality is the power of devouring. Stored to
replation with the conients of countless vol-

umes, they are often quite leaden as to expres-




@__

B84 DUTIES OF YOUNG WOMEN.

[ sion. Or else they are meve encyclopedias,

from whom you can get any fact upon any
subjeet ; but those facts are packed up in thelr
minds as dry items ; they have been preserved,
not planizd there. They have not entered
into and enviched the mental soil of the
reader, and become portions of himself; they
have no congroity or assimilation. Reading,
even as an accomplishment, should be diserim-
inate, and interspersed with refleciion; else it
is no aceomplishment.

With these remarks, then, I urge upen you
this parsuit. I will not stop to recount its ad-
vantages, its uses, The influence whicli it
will give you, the new modes of power which
it will confer, the occasions in which it will
prove inestimable, I leave to your own reflee-
tiens. It jmparts 1o you the skill that dis-
tinguishes the mere scholar from the ready
speaker and the good writer. Tt is as if, in
addition to the sobstantial materiel of knowl-
edge, you should make yourselves ‘¢ coverings

of tapestry,” and *clothing of silk and purple.”

ol
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II. Another accomplishment is the power
of ready and appropriate converseion. There
are few who can talk well; who speak with
exact pronanciation, grammatical correctness

. and purity of diction, and with adapiedness and

amenity, "And yet what g privilege has God
bestowed upen us in the faculty of speech;
what powers are comprised in this univeraal
gift! Whal influence is there in books com-
paved with the magic of the eloguent tongue?
What beauty of face equals the charm of the
carnest spirit bresking out in words? How
does the loveliness which we driok in from na-
ture, how do the acquisitions of silent thoughs,
lie inefficient within us, until we can speak of
them to another, and receive confivmation of
them from his speech ! And what are all other
earthly communions o vocal communion, face
to face, with our kind? In the bezutiful lan-
guage of another — ¢ How large a portion of
life does it [conversation] fill up! How innu-
merable are its ministries and its uscs! Ttis the

mest refined species of recreation —the most

L4
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sparkling source of merriment, Tt interweaves
with a never-resting shuttle the bonds of domes-
tic sympathy, I fastens the ties of friendship,
and runs along the golden links of the ehain of
love, It enriches charity, and mukes the pifi
twice blessed.”™* a

Tt is evident that T van say but little, in pro-
portion to what might be said, of a faculty
which is so varied in it8 uses, and which em-
ployé s0 much of our aetion. T shall confine
myself 1o a very few hints. I am speaking
now of conversalion as an qecomplishment, and
not as an essential agent of communication
and I would say, in the first place, study adape-
edness of speech. Learn when to speak, what to
speak, and howmuch fo speak. Thereare few
of the minor svils of life more disagreeabls than
remarks out of season. ¢ A word fitly spoken
iz like apples of gold in pictuves of silver,”
says the wise man; but he adds, * As he that

*Rev. A. P. Peabody, whose tract upon “Conver-

sation” [ would earuestly recommend to the render,
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taketh away a garment in cold weather, and as
vinegar upon nitre ; so is he thas singeth songs
to an heavy heart.”” The language of merri-
ment is out of place upon any cecasion of
soletnnity ; so too is an undue seriousness of
speech improper in a time of relaxaton and
cheerfulness, We certainly have but a poor
diseipline of spirii, if' light words continnally
drop [rom our mouths ; and, on the other hand,
we may injure even religion by talking abous iv
under all eircumstances. We should econsider
why we speal, and to whom ; and perhaps it
is not altogether unnecessary to add, that we
should know what we are saying. We should
adapt ourselves, as much as prineiple will allow,
to the prefudices of those with whom we con-
verse, and enter into their trains of thought.
A course of conversation that would be per-
fectly fitting with one class of associates, would
be stilted, obseure, and even offensive, to othera.
Beoks will help us, reflection will help us, to

- adapt our conversation, but nothing more than

a close aequaintance with human nature, We
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may thus exp.ess o disagreeable truth ia an
eflective and wmoffendicg way, and by a few
words touch the heart, and carry our point.

Ttow valuable this tact of adaptedness is in all-

ennversation I need not say, nor show how '

absolutely essential it is if we would influence
cihers, Let us also learn that there i some-
times an adaptedness in silence, which gives a
charm 1o conversation.

Amain; I would say, study correstness of
speech. There issurely no aceomplishment in
the conversation that is coarse or vulgar; thag
betrays ignorance, or that Is in any way so
conducted in ita manner as to mar its meaning,
or ils influence. I would not vecommend prim-
ness ov stiffness of speech, that precision which
makes us attend not so much to what is said
as to the way in which it is said.  ButTwonld
have ease and elegance, puvity and fiexibility,
conjoined. The discipline which must be ex-
ereised in order to attain this excellence of

method Is itsell a valoable means of culiure,

A e T b R
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and confers upon us one of the most delightful
accomplishments.

Onee more, let me urge you {0 eultivate a
pleasaniness of manner and tone in conversa-
tion.  This remark comprehends more then I
can now illustrate. Buot that agreeable ple-
ment in conversation which makes it wuly an
accomplishment, comes fiom the absence of
certain defects, and the presence of weriain
qualities, which I will just name. For moral
reasons, as well as from considerations of
gracefulness, I would say, avoid all mere ex-
pPletives, all cant expressions, zll wards that
are worse than vseless, and more than half pro-
fane.  Diseard from your speech all that bit-
terness, Which is too common in conversation,
which ‘springs from prejudice or disappoint-
ment, which is the mark of an envious and
detracting spivit. How much this alloys al)
social enjoyment, I need not tel you. Closely
allied to this ia the habit of scandal. There
-arg some whose tongues are mere dissecting
knives for the cutting up of character, or jour-

n¥
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nuls for the circulation of reporis, The con-
versation of such is anything but an aceoms-
plishment ; and when we ses how rife this
kind of talk 8 in soeiely, we may questibn
whether it would net be better to do away
with all occasions which afford an opporiunity
for it. At least, there ean he no question that
the evil itself should be ahelished.  Let us he
careful, also, how we speak the language of
contempt, and of whora we speuk it Wit too,
is 2 dangerous element in counversation. While
its electric and sparkling peculiayity may en-
liven and illustrate, it is as dangerous and as
terrible as lightning 5 they who possess it aye
apt to seathe at vandom and say **Are we not in
sport ’* and there is no more froitful means of
making enemics. DBeware, especially, of sar-
casm. Humor is well encugh in its place,
when it is genial and legitimate, but we should
take care lest even thus we wound others un-
meaningly, and run into earicature snd buf
foomery. Asto all mere gossip and frivolity,
idle words, vain boasting, hasty utterance,
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angry debate, we must of course condemn
them.

Bus that which gives a charm to conversa-
tion comes not so much from a guiek intellect
as from o kind heart. Ti consists in a due con-
sideration for others, a genial symputhy with
all, in purity, earnestness, and truth. The

young wornan whoe possesses a gift animated

by these elements, has an accomplishnient’ as |

valuable as the power of specch itself.

IM1. T have something to say of dress, and
personal comeliness, considered ns accomplish-
ments. It Is no marle of pgreat intelleetual or
moral diserimination to desplse these accesso-
vies. There is no fixed law by which genius
and slovenliness go together, and it is right
that we should endeavor to preserve the beauty
which God has given, Attention to dress is
an indication of a refined taste, which will be
sure te discard the rmere bombast of fashion,
as much as negligence ov filth. The youug
woman whose clothing is tasdry, dirty, or out

of date, is thus careless of her outward adorn-
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ing either from indolence or affectation. Pov-
erty, nnless of the most abjeci kind, is out of
the question, for although it cannot procure
rich, it ean at least wear neat, elothing. And
it is beautiful to see the delicate insiinet by

" whick the poorsst woman will sometimes

array herself with a tidiness tha$ is wmoie
attractive than robss of silk and velvei. For,
indeed, the accomplishments of dress and per-
sonal comeliness are not dependent wpon rich-
ness or variely of clothing. Tather the con-
trary. Vulgarity is often enrcbed in swnp-
tuous dresses; clothes itself with gorgeoua
colors, as though it had never seen anything
finer than 4 rzinbow ; apd lvada itsell down
with blazing jewels, as though to be stared
at were to seenre adinjration. No; that del-
icate tasie which selects and adjusts the dress,
which duly sets off without undoly valuing
the comeliness of form and featore, may
do this without many or expensive materia’s,
and s in fine accordance with that beavty

which is so riis an element in nature.




B

o

ACCOMPLISHMENTS. 93

But now let me say, on the other hand, do
not place too great an estimate upon personal
appeatance ; do net diswaet sitention frow
more sober wanis, in order to foster pride,
vanity, or a habit of wastelul I(ndnlzence.
You may have personal beanty; it is a guod
gift. Comelinass is a passport to fav'm;, and
secuves an agreeable prejudice. i may exert
a good influence, The beautiful form is an
appropriate shring for innoconce, afleetinn, vir-
ee. But these possessions should he esti-
mated only at their true value, They are not 1o
be. considered as the chief guod; or to e the
prime ghjeets of gur care. Do not spead mast
of your time in adornisg your person; inflated
with pride when its comeliness is wmove than
ordinary, piddy with vanity when its charns
heve eliciled applanse, and sad and anxivus
when you see it wosting away. Alas! Low
many areé there who male an 1dol of their own
beauty ; who honor i1, and bestow offerings
upon it, hovr by hour, at its shring, the mirror ;

who lamens over each ungainly feature ns the

-—a
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deepest misfortune ; who rejoice in each beau-
tiful trait as the richest of possessions!  They
sorrow for the flight of years, not on account
: ' of the serious suggestions which the march of -
- time actually excites, but because their good
luoks are fading away. They endeavor to pro-
fong these by various arls. As years roll on,
they adapt the folds of the eap, the curl of the
o ringlet, the style of ihe hair, to hide the sure
iraces of time, and o set off the beauty that

his hand has yet spayed. But beauty will
fude, alike from the heast of the rose, the ot
of the leaf, and the countenance of woman,
And what sadness, what vexatior, what mis-
: ery poasessu.s her heart, who has made this
personal ecomeliness the great ohject of her
thought, who has devived from it supplies

for her vanity, and who now fnds that
net oily ““beauty is vain,”® but *fuvor is

deceitfinl 3 and that others, who were en-

chained to her presence by the spell of
beauly, now that it is gove, seeiug in her

no charms of mind, no execollence of dis-
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- position, leave her neglected, to pine and drocp
like the fzded Gower.
T would not disturb the joy of youth by re-
flecting upen it the shadows of the fature ; but
it is an unwise mind that does not look forward

into life, and prepare for fnevitahle changes.

Consider, then, young woman, if you are un-
duly aitestive to your personal beauty, that
those eyes, as they look upon the passing
seasons, will beeome dim. Those trosses will
lose thelr massiveness and lustre,  "That Moom
will grow pale with time ; even il tears and
watching, and ‘“the breath of care,”” do not
destroy it. Do not, then, make 1his beaury a
boast, or an idol - do not set your heart upon
it. Would you treasure up all your regards
in a flower? That frail plant! — the next rude
hand may snap it, to-morrow’s hurning ray
may scorch it, the first {rost may blight i1, and
Isave you desolate |

But there is another consideration. If you
are solieitous only as to your beauty, for that
only must you expect to be sought and ad-
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mired. ‘Thus you may be saluted with flat-
tery; but how ansatisfylng is it, how lickle,

and often how base! How ungertain, then,
|. . - yonr hold upon the affeetions of others, Tran-
i sitory as this gift of beauty 1s, are you willing
| that it shall be your only claim to respect and
- regaxd ?

Again, what wrong sentiments, yes, what
evil passions, does this pride of beauty excite!
It creates vanity, which, however we may deny

it, however we may conceal it in the depihs of

the heart, is vanity still; and this may become
inordinate, making you really unlovely in the
eyes of the judicious, and caus'm,;g you misery
upon every suspicion, and at every slight. It
will fill your heart with envy, jealousy, hatred,
You will look with a prejudiced eye upon all
who may come in competition with you; you
will be tempted to ¥idicule and deery them, and
beneath your atfeeted carelesness or contempt,

you will scevetly cherish a gmawing discon-
tent.

But once more, thiz attention to mere ap-

Ch—
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| pearances is calculated to attract your thoughts
from the wants of your mind and sogl. The
time you waste at the toilet, in personal decor-
atlons, must be lost to the intellect and the
heart ; ard thas onsues a negative evil. How
- waste is the mind, how uneultivated the heart,
that lies thus neglected under that vsin. mask
and show! How little are the nobler pufposes'
of our nature eaved for by that young woman
whe devotes herself merely to the adornment
and exhibition of her beauty ! Whers, then, is
knowledge, that jewel of the mind — where is
religion, that erown and white raiment of the
sonl?! We can hardly entertain a feeling of
contempt, but rather of pity and of melancholy,
for 2 beautiful but ignorant and heartless young
woman. Tt is the beauty of the cold statue,
that, with all the witchery of loveliness linger-
ing wpon it in grace of expression and symme-
try of form, has no thought, no soul, no life;
that breathes no music from its lips, and cher-
ishes no sentiment in its silent and stony

heart.  Nay, pot like this. We fzel no disap-

oy
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pointment in gazing upon the statne ; we won-
der that a mass of marble should seem so like
breathing, should contain so much of human
and life-like beauty. DBut when we have
waited o be charmed with the melody of
_ thonght or affection from the lips of a beautifal
woman, and when she spoke have heard but
the weak words of ignorance, or the utterance
of affsctation and vanity, we are disappointed,
as when from some jewelled instrument, from
whieh we expected sweet sounds, there bredk
: the piping, jangling notes of diseord.
;_: : Let me say, then, what perhaps T need
not say, that if the young woman is de-
I EE voting to personal appearance that attention
which she should give to the eoriching of
the mind, and to the euliure of the heart,

she is sicriﬁcing the duties of life t0 o
mers accomplishment, and to one of com-
parztive unimportance. I do not say that
she is more linble to run into extremes upon
this subject than the other sex, either as re-

ﬁgards attention to personal comeliness or o
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dress. But 1 do earnestly deprecate an undue
attention to these.

As 1o this matter of dress, how wide is the
difference between a true taste and deeent con-
formity, and that slavishness to fashion that
adopts every garb, whatever its appearance,
which has recsived the sanction of the gay
world; that observes as serupulously the hue
of a ribbon as the elansman does the colors of
his chief, and waits as anxiously for the ap-
pearance of a new honnet as the astronomer
for the appearance of a new star. No matter
what may be the accumulation of costly arti-
cles of dyess, they will not do to wear — they
are not ‘“in the fashion.” No matier how up-
becoming the old mode, how uneouth and
ridienlous may be the reigning style, ‘¢ the
fashion” must decide the choice. Tt is not
right to pay such an extravagant deference to
fashion in this respeet, or in any othey, Many
will do so who cannot consistently with econo-
my, as well us other duties. The young wo-

wan wiw sets her heart apon appearing always
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in sonething new axd elegant, must throw by
much that prudence would retain, and that
would become beauty, and must assume much
that will saciifice good looks to an expensive
and odipus taste, Of course, circumstances
will determine much in regard to this matter,
but this mzy be said, that jt is not right for
any one to cherish ihis extravagant fondness
for display. Tt is a violation of present claims,
and it is a poor prepavation for the futave. It
is not calculuted to make the young woman
meet the frequent changes of life with content--
ment. She may be called npon to exchange
affluence for poverty, indulgence for privation,
health for sickuess ; and she will find it havder
then to curb her desive for dress and éhow,
than if she had schooled that desire when she
had power of gratifying it. I have thus said
enough to distinguish what I urged in regard
to attention to dress and personal comeliness,
from the idolatry of self and the extravagant
despotism of fashion. Let me urgs upen you
the words of an apostle, whieh in the present
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age forbid rather the pride or eoncern with
which the specified articles are worn than the
articles themselves.®* ¢ In like manner also,
that women adorn themselves with modest ap-
| parel, with shamefacedness and sobriety ; not

with broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, or cost-

* Whitby, in commenting upon these passages, (I
Tim. 2t &, 10; 1 Pet, 8: 3,) tells us that these
arlicles of dress were, in other ages, the marks of
viee and sin, and therefore specially forbidden to he
worn by Christian women.  © But,” says he, “ when
they cease to he,” as they have now, such marks of
vice and sin, ¥ they fnay be worn by Christiun wo-
men, pravided they do it without pride or much con-
cern about them,” There is forbidden “all attire
which by the richuess and the cosuliness of it shows
pry pride, or vanity of spirit, or an ambition to ex-
vel others; and * * * gll great concernment, care
and stady to appear in much attire, as if it were in-
deed our truest ovnament, and that which made us
truly to excel, and be more honorable than oethers.
This vanity and pride, this esteem of und concern
for these things, being not well consistent with so-
briety, and moch less with the profession of true

1 n
. godliness, %

1%




ol
(9]

102 DUTIES OF YOUNG WOMEN,

; ly array; buot (which becometh women pro-
fessing godlinessj with good works,”  And,
, leg
it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the

says another apostle, — ¢ Whose adorning
hair, and of wearing of gald, and of putting on
o of appavel ; but let it be the hidden man of
the heart, in that which is not corruptible,
. even the ormument of a meek and quiet spirit,
which is in the sight of God of great price.’
IV. The words just quoted suggest one more
aceomplishment, with the speeification of which
C . L will clese this discowrse. ¢ The grnament
M : of @ meek and quict spivit.””  This is, sfter all,

P the most attraciive qoality with which the
L- ’ young woman can be adorned. In a kind dis.
position, a quisk sympathy, an active virtoe,

a placid deportment of soul, there i3 a eharm
which neither reading, nor conversation, nor
dress, nor comeliness, nor any artificial grace,
can bestow. This will act as an intuition
of knowledge, make social communicn de-
lightful, and invest its possessor with a loveli-
ness that capnog fade. IMow beautiful was it

Ll “‘-—ﬁ
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that in that early Christion age, that season of
danger and trial, the apostle, repudiating the
tinge] of a eensual and idolatrous generation,
should re-ommend this ornament of a meck
. and quiet apivit! This was an endowment
which excited no temptation to abandon duty,
but furniched the animating spirit that could
cling to it. This was a wealth that the perse-
culor conld not confiscate; nor the executivner
tear away. 'This was the fittest maiden robe,
the most appropriate hridal habit, when we-
man’s path run through tears and blood, when
death might break in at any moment, when man
so olten neednd that reserved energy which is
contained ia her soul, but only made known in
the season A€ adversity. This was a garment,
this “mesk and quiet spirit’ adorned only
with the jowels of faith, and hope, and love,
with which she might follow unimpeded o
footsteps of her Master, and which she might
draw around her as shining raiment in ihe
‘dreadful houx of martyrdom.
And does not woman still need the same

~
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gpirit?  If she be irue to herself’ and her mis-
sion, is not her way still a path of wial, and
stern duty, and often of martyrdom? And
though she may now wear innocently the
ornatnents that in the early age were symboly
of idolatry and sin, yet there is no accomplish-
P ment, which can furnish and adorn her like
l this. Ofien must she learn through keen and
bitter saerifice, that ¢ it is better to minister

than to be ministered unto.” Often must she
be left to the loneliness of thought, and the
silence of neglect, Often must she be lnked

te brutality and coarseness, her affections
turned bacl, and the thorns of disappointment
pressed, rankling, into her heart. She must
watch for the uncertain steps of the dissipated
husband, @nd bend over him in his delirimn.
She must share his lot of poverty, and labur
with a fainting head far into the night. She
must hold the cup to the lips of sickness, and
minister to a mind diseased. She must learn
1o bear, one by ane, the ruin of her hopes,

the loss of all life’s gelden links. She must
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be a restorer and healer—winning the per-
jured and the wayward back to virtue, and
while her eyes are red with weeping, te-
building the demolished altar of love. But I
. need not enumerate the peculisr trials and
sterner duties of woman, for all whicl, that
she may keep the conrse of love,and faith, and
prayer, she needs no outward decoralion, no
mere intelleetnal gift, but simply this one orna-
- ment of & * meel and quict spirit.”

And there are move cheerful labors and ex-
periences for which she needs the same aceom-
plishment. For all that makes home pleasant,
and social intereourse sweet, for all thut sheds
around her a gentle, holy influence, and charms
betier than beaaty, and is mere eloguent than
speech, and imparts & nomeless grace thatis a
constant gift and benediction — for all that will
vender her truly altraciive and useful 1o herself
and oihers, she needs a genial and kindly dis-
position, an earnest and loving nafure, a meek
and guiet spirit.  'Without this, all other adoro-
Tner.is are insufficicnt and empty; in this they
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all unite, as in & ecniral life and harmony. To
alt other accomplishments, this is us the * cov-
ering of tapestry,” the ¢ clothing of sillk and

purple.”




LECTURE IV.
DUTY.

And Jesus answered and said unto her, Maxtha,-]‘\’rarl.ha,
thou art careful and troubled sbvut raany things = But one
1hing is needful @ and Mary hath chosen that geod part
which shall not be leken away from her.— Luke 10: 41,
42,

It is & peculiavity of the Gospels, that they
present us, at & single stroke, with coroplets
delineations of character. A writer of fietion
would have wrought out these personalities
with elaborate deseription. A mere higtorian
would have drawn formil poriraits. DBut the
individuals of the New Testament Inolt out
upon us from the living page with all the
vividuess of reulity, Though we get, parhaps,
but a mere glimpse of them, they are stamped




e

=3

108 DUTIES OF YOUNG WOMEN.

in full relief upon our coneceptions. One ex-
pression, or act, exposes their spirifual aifi-
fude, and revesls them to us far better than
any extrinsic representation. Iiven of the
Master himself, we have no labored descrip-
tion, His moral lineaments are not concen-
trated for us in any graphic summary; we
must collect them from fragments, each illus-
irating the spirit that was in him, and the
whole unconsciously forming the symmetyy of
that character which is the exhaustless study
and mode]l of mankind. How little, in the
way of formal description, is said of Peter;
yet how prominently does Peter stand out from
the canvass! FHow distinet has the scepticism
of Thomas rendered our conception of him!?
And how fearfully have a few glanees of the
artless pen opened before us the dark and la-
eevated soul of the apostate and traitor!

One of the finest of these momenioxy yet
complete delineations s the representation of
the two sisters mentioned in our text — Mary
and Martha, They oceapy but a brief space
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in the record, yet how familiar to us the moral
features of both, how distinet the peculiarity
of each! The serene and lofty spirit of Mary,
the anxious and busy mind of Martha. The
_one living in the excitement of action; the
other iu the repose of thought. The one do-
ing; .the other aspiring, The one waiting
upon the Master with officlous hospitality ; the
other sitting in teachable reverence at his feet,
In the season of gfffiction, both felt the keen-
nesy of beveavement; yet the one kept her
eyes and her ears open to the ordinary com-
munications of the world, the other shrouded
her prief more closely about the heart, and
te gat still in. the honse.”  In the day of defie-
erance, both were filled with thackfulness ; but
the one expressed her gratitude in the bustling
serviee of a feast, the other in the silent fra-
granee of the ointment, Tn short, both were
possessed of excellences, for both were the
friends of Jesas; but each represented a pecu-
liar order of.virtues, ‘The one manifested that
prociical dispasition which mingles intensely

J
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with the realities of life, and readily lays hold
of them. Shs who is endowed with such a

disposition will worthily discharge important
duties, She will be characicerized by tact and
shrewdness, und a notable industry, She will
“ardently apply herself’ to the work that ealls
for he]‘.. She will fulfil her relations with an
affectionate solicitude. She will anlmate all
things about her. She will live & life of good
service, enrviched with the savor of many vir-

tues, and she will be missed and mourned

when she is dead.

The other sister exhibited the refleciive oxder

of mind. Such an one always cherishes an
ideal higher than any attsinment. She per-
forms all doties no less than the other; but
she goes about them with a clear vision, and a
4o saneiified will: They do not press upon her,
' and distract her.  They do not enexoash upon
. one snother. They open before her in a beau-
tiful order, and esch in is season. DBut after
all, her practical labors do not chiefly sttract
us, because she is herself so exceflent. We
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do not g0 much notiee her action, as feel Ler
influenee. Her affections are noissless becanse
of their depth. Her charities wander ahroad
unsecn. She performs unremarked agencies.
She is a watclier and consoler. She refreshes
all the relations of life by a gentle inspiration,

like :he south wind upon the clover. Yet her

heart may have been steeped in the bitterness
of grief; and for the saerifice of duty, or the
erisis of sorrow, shie is brave even to martyr-
dom. In fact she is one of those whose maoss
spontaneous allinities are spiritual ; and who
constantly imbibe a diviner life from the re-
cesses of their own souls.  She is more than
she dees, In her is the silent expreasion of
an inexhaustible grace. She contrels the is-
sues of iife, because she often retreats from
them, and sils at Jesus® feet. While she
lives, her presence glides among us, and
makes us bettery and when she dies, we feel
almost ready to say thet she has not gone but
returned ta heaven.

This analysis of character enables me to

2]
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pass to the immediate topic of ihe present Jis-
course. In the other discourses I have urged
upan you various duties. I wish to speak now
upon the general subject of Dufy; upon the
claims of Duty; upon the view and she spirit
with which it should be performed. She who
is characterized by those qualities of which
Mary was the example, I have said will be
no less diligent in discharging the praciieal
ebligations of life than one who belongs to
the other class. I now add, that she will be
beiter prepared fur those ebligutions, She will
recognize their senctions; she will know why
they should be performed, and their relative
impertance.  Fach duty will move in its prop-
er orbit, nor infringe upon any other. Martha

was rebuked not for her atiention 1o household

alfairs, but becanse she was anduly and unrea-
souably attentive to them. Mary did not ve-

ceive commendation as neglecting these mat-
ters, but beeause she held them at their true
value. She obeyed the call of a higher obli-
gation.  She seized the opportunity to accom-

T T
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plish a robler work. I say, then, that she
who is like Mary will understand the sunctions
of these every-day duties, will know their rel~
ative importance, and will, therefore, he betier
prepared for them, DBut especially will she
cherish the spirit of duty, the idea of supreme
end immutable prineiple, for which al] things
are to be done or sacrificed.  She will perform
whas devolves npon her from no mercenary
molives, with ne relactant will; without a
shought of shrinking or of eompromise ; look-
ing forward to the great object of life, and
upward for guidance and strength,

We tall quite fluently ehout “duty” do
we comprehend what it means, what is in-
volved in it, wlat are its claims upon us?
The least thing, containing that sanction, ap-
peals 1o us with an aathority that we may net
reject, and, if weare in the right spirit, that

.we shall not wish to reject. I have heen

speaking to you, for instance, of ecertain
requisiles —of “ cultwre,” and * accomplish-

ments ;7 but the summary or moral of all I

8 ’ i*
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have said, or may yet say, might be condensed
in the injunetion that the yourng woman should
go forth into life with the sentiment of duty,
with the idea’ that wherever she acts some
obligation commands her; and she should
know what it 3s, and why she must obey it
To illustrate this, I would say, that she should
apprehend that ¢ime is not hers to employ or
waste as she will, but that each hour should
he filled by some scasonable work. Again,
her fuculties are not given for the servies of
her vanity, or indolence, or caprice ; but they
must all be consecraied 1o the best ends, and
to their highest capabiiities. As one more
instanee, her fof in fife indieates certain claims
which she eannot innocently neglect, and for
bids eeriain aspirations, or conduct, which she
cannot innoceatly indwlge.  In short, life
shiould not be to her like a labyrinth, into
which she is thrown to obey the promptings
of fortune or of impulse, 2ach day being but
a successive current of time, moving ber on-
ward with an aimless will. But life should

1
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lie before her like an open field, with a definite

path, and an explanatory purpose; at every

point of which she knows what to do, for she

goes forward with a elear vision and a devoted
~heurt.  Otherwise, she may perform uany

practical duties, but she hardly koows why
- she dues them. She has the bustle of service,
but not the directing conseipusness and steady
aim of true action; and often these labors fall
like & tangled web ahout her foet—a web of
many duties, but mixed up with poor frivol-
ities and eneroaching cares. It is evident,
then, that one of her most important duties
Is & comprehension of Duty itself —a distinet
knowledge of life in its trae aspeets, and of
the reasons for all her conduct. One of
the most deplorable things in a wrong educa-
tion is the faise views of life that it imparts,
its neglect to qujeleen and prepare the mind for
the real issues of Yife. Indeed, no mere intel-
leetual eulture, no mere punetilionsness shout
moyal rules, can thus furnish the mind. "This
true vision and readiness come from the yeli-

i
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gious enlightenment of the spirit ; and she whe
would perceive the relations, understand ihe
chaims, 2nd do the work of duty, must often .
retire from the youtine of action, aud sit at the
feet of Jesus.

I propose, then, in the remainder of this dis-
course, to consider the advenfages, as well as
the necessity, of a clear view and a drve spirit
gf Duty; and then to apply what I shall say
to one or {wo of the most important subjects
in life. I vemark, in the first place, that Duty,
intelligently adopted, and maintained with a
right spirit, gives us on wnembarrassed vicw of
our gposition and relations. 1 have already
illustrated this to some extent. They whose
aim is simply the performanes of duiy, and
who koow why they thus conduct, will find
all things definite, and no labor too great.
Christ's ¢ yoke is easy,” and his * burden
light,** not becavse his diseiples have nothing
arduous to do, but because they act with the
disearning spirit of rectitnde, Duty throws
before us # true perspective, and presents ev-

| 2] _—
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erything In its proper wiation and value, Tis
law is perfect erder, and they who obey it
move with a harmonicus and barmonizing

power. They are never embarrassed, in the

_deepest sense of that word, No cares gome

too thick for them, no labors entangle them ;
for they have a clue that guides them clearly
through all difficulties, an adjusting prineiple
that sets everything in order.  The fact which
1 am now urging is illustrated in various
branches of human pursuit. The merchant
could not carry on his business for a day with-
out a central principle which determines and
tests all that he does. This method exiends
through every channel, and to every item of
his affuirs. No enterprise is proposed withous
consuliing it, no tramsacion Is accomplished
except in conformity to it. It econtrols the
receipt or expenditure of a penny, as well as
the richest freight tha¢ rocks upon the seas.
Every night he may consult his books, and
trace his fortune in the four guarters of the
globe; may know what he is worth, what is
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finished, what must be done to-morrow. To
the uninformed spectator this complicated mass
of work is a meve chaos of bustle and per-
plexity ; but to him who looks from the inte-
rior, every purt moves in beantiful order ang
makes & harmonious business, hecause it is

obediont to that one directing purpose. Such

a directing purpose is Duiy in the multifarions
uansaclions of Jifs. It sets everything clearly

before us. It predetermines what we must

do, and when, and how. To its test we bring
every enterprise, and by it we solve every
doubt.

On the other hand, it is the lot of those whe
ect from no high principle of duty, to be, like
Martha, * careful and trenbled sbout many
things.”” - T hardly need say, that a positively
wicked eavecr is one of certain embarrassment.
He who acts from appetite or passion soon
preeipitaies hirself into diffienlty, and knows
not how to retreat. The restlessness of the
guilly proceeds not only from the wounds of
sin, but from their vain endeavors to sxtricate
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themselves from the mages in which their short
eight and their hasty feet have entangled them.
But, leaving sueh as these, consider those who
obey no supreme rule of duty; consider, for
instance, those who act from meve selfishness.
Every gift or faculty they possess they con-
ceive to be for their exclusive use, and no-
thing seems advantagsons that does not serve
their interests.  Henee, from poliey, they will
perform many practical duties of life. But
how often will instances oceur, when con-
seience will draw one way, and interest an-
other; and then how are they embarrassed!
Moreover, haslily snatching at everything fhat
promises them good, they are frequently de-
ceived and thwaried; they find themselves
interfering with the relations of others, and
embreiled in controversy. In their greediness,
too, they employ a multituade of means, and
are distracted with noisy and conflicting cares.

Or consider those who make pleasure the great

pursuit of life, and how soon are they encum-

bered as with 2 weary service! How earefuf
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are they, and troubled abowt many things!
Hours of formality or of vapid leisure press
upon them. The continuousness of {rivolity
distracts them. Their minds are racked for
new methods, The wine of existence runs
stale upon the lees, and they are tormented by
the monotony of worn-out expedients. But
enough of these instances. They who nact
with any view less broad than the comprehen-
siveness of duty, act without elear vision, do
not know the proper value and relauen of
things, and are not prepared for the issnes of
life — they are soon perplexed with diffieuliies,
and overwhelmed with cares.

To the young woman, then, entering upon
the responsibilities, or mingling with the relar
tions, of her lot, I would say, if you would
have your way clear and calm, if you would
not be perplexed with doubts, and encumbered
ith cares, if you would know and perform
each obligation o ite proper season, you can
do so, not by escaping from the path of des-
tiny, not by neglecting these doubls and cares
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and obligations, bat by viewing there with the
serene vision, and mesting them with the
conseerated spivit, of one who has asked and
learned * what is Duty.”

Another peculiavity of Duty, which makes
it not ouly necessary but advantageous, is the
fact that it is ¢ willing service, Wary chose
the better past, and no true duty s performed
unless it is accomplished by the heart, as well
as the condues. The idex of duty as a sacri-
fiee malkes our loyalty cold and suspieious.
We riss into the highest moral atmosphere
only when we do not count the cost, when we
cherish znd eling tr duty for its own sake.
They, therefore, who in this spivit go forth to
the duties of life, and make every action a
daty, experience no oppressive weight, no die-
traciing care. [ said a little while ago, that
Christ’s yoke is easy and his burden light, be-
eause his disciples aet with the diseerning
spint of rectitude. I now add, that they whe

- put on iheir Master’s obligations find an easy
yoke and a light burden, because ihey ecarry

K
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them with a ]oﬁng heart, ‘T'o say that they
who steadfastly adhere to duty have no trials,
wouid be to deny the noblest element of hu-
man discipline, and to make virtos no virtue.
But much of this toil is in the atiaining of this
obedisnce and constancy, which is no easy
thing ; and the toil itself is not like the heavy,
hopeless, remorseful sorrow of the wayward
and the indifferent. It is the agony of effort
suceeeded by glorious acquisition, it is the pain
of martyrdom recompensed by a crown. I re-
peat, then, that they who choose duty and
cnshrine it in their affections are not over-
whelmed or distracted by the issues of life,
They go forth to its practical obligations pre-
pared [or burdsns and crosses; while love of
the right makes the ordinary tenor of daily
requirements Hght and grateful.

1 would say again to the young woman,
then, choose duty from an appreeiation and
love of its cxcellence, and then, knowing its
requirements and adhering to them, there will
be no trial too severe for yod, no sorrow oo

B
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slrong ; every perplexity will be cleared by a
reconeiling purpose, every loss repaid by that
inward gain which aceompanies ouly the true
riches.

Another advantage periaicing to the knowl-
edge and practice of duty, consists in the ex-
haustless and abiding sazisfaction which it be-
stows. 1 toueh here upon a familiar but most
important trath.  Mary-chose that better parn
¢ which should not be taken away from her.”’
It is unnecessavy to say that there are trials in
life under which nothing can suatain us hut
the consciousness of daty, and that this en-
dows us with that good which alone does not
share the frailty of mortal things. Who that
has seen some young heing in the unworn
freshness of her life, surrounded by all ihe
felicities of homs, herself, perhaps, the central
light of that home, knit 1o the hearts of the
fumily circle by daily developments of mind
and affection, pouring gladness upon all about
her, and standing thus in the midst of that joy
the very ideal of innocent and happy girlhood ;

B
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—who that has witnessed the change that
overshadowed her maturer beauty, the domi-
nation and recklessness of an undisciplined
spirit, the disregard of those earlisr ties, the
filial irveveretice towards those who nourished
her, the ingratitude that is ¢ sharper than a
serpent’s tooth ;' who that has bebeld her
swept away in the whirl of pleasuve, treading
the giddy maze of excitement, receiving the
ineense of a mawkish adulation, all hker heart
evaporating in a heartless atmosphere, or else
shalen by the impulses of imgnided sentiment ;
who that has traced her history in after years,
as the ill-matehed wife, the pnfic mother, 5till
manifesting that uncontrelled 2nd untaught
spirit, meeting with scornful temper another’s
rebuke, or casting contempt upon his proflered
affection, now overswept with passion, now
brooding in melancholy: oh! who that has
still followed her, brolen-spirited, her beanty
faded, her congnesss over, her friends gone,
pressing close to ber heart the stings of disap-

pointment, and witnessing one by one the
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withering of all her hopes; who that has seen
her thus neglect the obligations of life and fail

in its issues, thus passing, without help and
without comfort, into its shadow and desola-
tion ; whe, that has seen all this, has not felt
that without the law and the spirit of duty,
woman lacks the element of her true symme-
try, power, and happiness; she laeks that
“ bester part’’ which alone ear guide and sus-
tain her, and which alone ** shall not he taken
away from her 1"

On the other hand, who that has beheld one
nurtured in the same demestic sanctities, giv-
ing and veceiving the same joy, surrounded by
the same hopes and affections, but growing up
to matuve years with & controlled will, an en-
lightered intelleet, and a caltivated heart;
elothing hersellf more and more with the se-
reng light of a chastened spirit; bending every
‘action to the dictates of an inner Inw; not
werely adorning but blessing the cirele in
which she moves; true to every relation;
maintaining with sacred and even martyr fidel-

xt
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ity every trust ; an ornament in prosperity, a
light in adversity ; her life filled with beautiful
charities ; anointing the bruised heart and di-
reeting the wandering feet; her name spoken
softly as her own words fail, and henedictions
peuared upon her head as it begins to stoup
mecting with no disappointments, because she
has rested upon no earthly hopes, but carrying
within & treasure and a consolation thai be-
come richer and stronger as life grows dim
who that has seen such an one has not felt the
loveliness and dignity of a trae womanly ca-
reer, conirolled by the diseipline of a spirit
that has sai in humble teachahleness a1 Jesus®
fest?

These are not sketches of faney. Their
counterpart may be found among the every-
day realities around us. And we learn from
them, far bettor than T could state it, the
necessity and advantages of the knowledge
and practice of duty. We see thaf it imparts
an exhausiless satisfaction, a power and con-

solation which issue from no other source.
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Nothing but an enlightened and sanctified
principle can direct the steps, and meel the
eontingencies, and mould the order, of life.
Nothing but adherence to this prineiple can
yield permanent good. Pleasure ends in sati-
ety and regret. Selfishness dies in isolation
and neglect. DBeanty withers. Health for-
sakes ns.  Lovers and fiiends are put far from
us. Wealth cankers and frets us. Bus the
sonl that is fixed wpon the axis of duty, and
moves in the orbit of faith and love, is superior
to all **the stings and arrows of fortune,” is
safe amid all the wrecks of change; ¥ pos-
sesses, it 48 itself, that better part which shall
not be taken away.

Thus have I urged the advantages, as well as

of duty; from its disembarrassing power, pre-
venting us from being ** carcful and troubled
about many things;* from its pleasant service
to those who in love have ¢ chosen it; and
" from its permanent and satisfactory nature, be-

ing ** that better part which cannot be taken

the necessity, of a clear view and a irue spirit
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away from us.”  And now I earnestly entreat

those whom I partienlarly address, of all
8 things, in venturing uwpon the journey of life,
= to set out with the idea and the compre hension
' of duty. To look forth upon every prospeet .
through its medium, and to sanctify every act
by its sentiment. ¥ koow that this is equaily
binding upon ihe other sex, hut let me say
that womun enjoys peculiwr advantages for
Jearning the sunctions and cherishing the spirit
of duty. It is move in the lot of man to be
carelul and iroebled about many things. He
is thrown out amid the bustle of the mart.
His heart comes in contact with the rushing
currénts of life, and the ealmer suggestions of

reason and conscience lie buried under the de-
posit of worldly eares. But womon's is natu-

rally 2 more quiet sphere. She enjoys more

of the companionship of inner thought, and
her reflections act upon a mors suseeptible
spirit, She is not exposed to these drupping
waters of many interests that often petrify

man’s heart into rocl. Her sense of obe-
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dience is more unincumbered with the dust of
the.world ; more room Is left in her soul for
the fountains of holy emotion. There is much
hope, too, in that innate and spontaneous love
“of propriely which is peculiar to her sex.
This may easily lead her to the higher result
of moral order, of reetitude, of duty. As
when we see the vase wreathed with delicate
plants, and filled with nourished flowers, we
kuow that the hand of woman has been there,
s0 we may naturally trust that this sense of
grace will move her to adorn the soul with a
permatient excellenee, with a beanty that shall
not merely rejoiqe a little while ia the sun-
shine, or droop in the storms, of earth, but
that shall-be an immortal ornament and bless-
ing.

I have now closed what [ have (o say npon
the general subject of daty, but T wish 10 urge
.and illustrate the principles laid down, in a few
remarks upon two important suh_}ecr.é.

I. The first of these is Marriage. That

this topic so easily exciles a smile, and iz so

[
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ofien treated with frivolity, indicates how little
it is regarded in the serious light of duty.
And yet there are tew acts in life more sol-
emn, or which more deeply invelve human
welfave and destiny.  But how lightly, often,
are its relations assumed ! from what varied
motives of passion and selfishness! Some-
times from & sentimental love, that is as brief
a3 youth, and as superfieial as beaoty.  Some-
times for an éndependence, when the marriage
altar is turned into = counter, and ihe heart,
empticd of i affections, is bartered for gold.
Somerimes for neme and porp, when pride is
joined to vanity, and the lips pledge a fealty
that the bearl cunnot ratify. Yes, who does
not know that every day this most sacred vela-
tion is thus made a hasty and mereenary bond.?
And yet those words of thonghtless promise
ara coined into imperishable vows; they are
links of incaleulable weal or woe. They bind
not for the companionship of a festival, but for
the solemn issues of life. Not merely for the
gunshine of the nuptial hour, but for the shad-

oy
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ow and the storm, for the routine and the
changes of years, for the contact of human
imperfections, for long seasons of trial, for
the uncertainties of fortune, for the day of
adversity, for the hour of sickness, until death,
with inevitahle hands, breaks the tie that ** man
may not pui asunder,’?
Surely, then, there is no aet of Iife upon
- which the young woman should enter with
more of the deliberation and the spirit of duty.
Unhappy mattiages no doabt there ofien are,
the misery of which springs fram unforeseen
circumstances. But too muny of these ¢ un-
happy marriages™ are the resnlt of haste and
imprudence. Let the young woman view the
prospeet of married lifs with the elear vision
of a. thoughiful mind. TLet her reflact vpon ita
cbligations, Let her cousider the relations
which it establishes, and her fitness and dis-
position for thoss relations. Let her not ex-
peci too moch happiness, too little eare. A
perniciuus.semimcnmlism has garnished the
vestibule of marriage with flowers, and thrown
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it open in 3 vista of amber light. Let her look
upou it with the correet eye of duty. She will
ses taany a green nook of happiness, many a
spot of domestic sunshine, and winding, per-
chanee, through every change, a companion-
ship that becomes more necessary and beantiful
as the dreams of youth and the oviward sup-
perts of life break and vanish; a companion-
ship made genial by prosperity, and strength-
ened by suffering. But the vision of a girlish
faney, or the anticipations of coquertish vanity,
will not be realized. Marriage will pot be a
perpetual service of affection for her, or a con-
stant offering of admivation. But there will
open before her occasions of trial, in which
she must do, and endore, and sacrifice. And
she ocnly ean insure a happy marrizge who
enters upon that state, with a mind prudently
forecasting its contingencies, and a heart con-
secrated to all its obligations. Because of its
impaortance T repeat the idea already presented..
Isay, no doult it is frequently the ease, that
the element of unhappiness in marriages grows
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out of inconsiderate erpeczations.  That state
has been viewed oaly shrough a rose-wolored
almosphere, as a condition of constant [elicity
and overflowing love. There has been too
much ealeuiation upon ease and delight, upon
affection and homage. And if this is the case,
if the young woman enters upon this coadition
without beholding it in the solemn uaspeet of
duty, will not much of the misery she may
experiénce be her own faule? '

I am urging nothing that shall stand as an
excnse dor the negleet of duty on the other
part. [ am not excusing the traitor to manly
obligations, who used ihe vows of marricge as
a mere form, or as mock-words. Who has
tossed aside the heart he won, like a toy.
Who mokee the claims of domestic life sec-
ondary to every other. Whose interest is all
absorbed in busiuess, or pleasurs, ar ambition,
and who leaves for the ecommuaions of home
only the residuum of a tived spirit, the gloom
of disappointment, or a vexed and acid temper.
Tam not excusing that wayward and meorose
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man, who expeets not the graces of a compan-
ion, but the offerings of a menial service.
Who repels with cold dignity the love that
timidly appreaches him, who disregards the
delicate signs and little offices of devoted at-
tachment, who thrusts aside the welcoming
hand, and who stings to agony the heart that
has plotted some new method of winping him
to kindvess. I do nel excuse that feeble-

minded peevishness, which magnifies faults,
and extenvates no neglect, and yields no com-
promise. And least of all do I excuse him
who grossly violates these saered obligations,
Wheo crushes with a polluted hand the affee-
tion that has trosted him. Whoe has taken one
from the innocence and peaee of home, and
linked her to viee and shame. Who, leaving
fer to wither with a broken heart, runs the
riotous round of dissipation, and veturns at
length to that neglected tabernaele of love,

reeling with intoxication, bloated with licen-

tipusness, to breals upon her head the vials of
deliricus anger and brutal sbose. Nay, it is-
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gross injustice to liken such an one to a brute,
in whom a carrion sensuality is joined to a
demon spirit; who has not only sieeped his
own soul in the awful baptism of vice, but

has dared to wreck and scaiter the priecless -

weglth of human affection, and whe is a living
epitaph of the gamesier, the liberting, and the
drankard.

But while in these instances, or in any other,
I do nof, excuse a manly, or unmanly, unfaith-
fulness, while I will not question whether the
evils of married life spring from the misconanet
of the one sex more than of the other, yet T
do say that for mach of this sphappiness the
young woman may be responsible. She is
responsible if' she does not prademtly consider
her choice —not deciding hasiily, or upon the

dictates of mere sentiment ov selfishness, If
4

she will ook clossly, she may detect alveady, -

in the character of the whaffianced admirer, the
lineaments of the unfaithful and dissipated hus-
band. She may from the first discover that
woseness, that peevishness, that heariless-

e
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ness, which will make her truly miserable.
And then, if, from econsiderations of gain, of
unteasonable altachment, of vanity, or pride,
she links herself with these liabilities, surely
the evil is of her own selection. Again; the

young woman is responsible for the misexies
of her married lot, if’ she does not duly exam-
ine her own disposition —her own fitness for .
that lot, and for his companionship whom she
is about to choose.  And to sum up all, reiter-
ating what I have said, she is to blame for evil
conseguences, if she' does not duly contemplate
the Habilities, ihe dufics, the meaning, of the
mziriage state. If otherwise, and her union
ig unhﬂppy,.whom can she reproach? If trials
ensue, she should have foreseen them. If ex-
travigance runs into poverty, she might have
saleulated as mueh. If frivolity ends in heart-
]essness‘ and neglect, it is a matter of course.
If incipient dissipation breaks out into shame-
fess vice, why did she trust to it} And if she
does not discharge Aer obligations, if her tem-
per grows fretful, if her heart becomes cold vr




DUTY. 137

breken, if she is * careful and troubled sbout

’ it i3 because she did not act

many things,’
with the clear view and the true spirit of duty,
-—she did not choose * that better part which
could not be daken away from her.”* I repeat,
I do not maintain that the misery of all un-
happy marriages issues from laclt of foresight,
hut that mich of this does; and therefore I
urge upen the young woman the solemn neces-
sity of looking upon this zct from the high
considerations of duty,

There are one or two other poinis in refer-
ence to this subject to which T will just aflude.
I is a mistake to consider marriage merely as
a scheme of happiness. It is also a fond of
rastued sercice. It is the most ancient form of
that social ministration which God has ordained
for all human beidgs, and which is symbal-
ized by all the relations of nature. That
the wife should be the mere servant of the
husband, or the husband of the wife, is a
pross mistake, doing not only injustice tn the
party who thus exelnsively minisiers, but vie-

*
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lating the design of their union, But thai
each should serve the other, that the marriage
1ot iz for mutual help and edification, is one of

the most beautiful peculiarities of that condi-
IS tflon, And hereby is illustrated the train of
[ remark which I introduced in the first dis-
course, for the purpose of showing that man
and woman fill different but equal hemispheres.
The marriage relation brings these together in
the orb of a complets and sacred serviee.
Each without the other is insufficient. Each
yields a support, and ministers pifis which the
othey needs. I have not time to illustrate this
poiot, but it is obvious that it is an important
consideration for thnse who enter upon this

course of life. The miseries of many mar-
riages spring not merely from undue expecta-
tions, as I have already shown; but fiom a
false view of the objects of marriage. If we
" assume iis relations from the mere desire of
happiness, ot from any selfish motive, we de-
serve the misery that will follow. If the

young woman unites hevsclf to a husband, f
@ ——
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with dutiful consideration, she does so in order
to minister to his wants, to help his infirmities,
to share his trials, to counsel and comfort and
edify him ; expecting from him like service in
return.  If, then, she shrinks from any minis-
tration, if she mourns over the loss of ease, if
she hecomes soured at his failings, and morose
in afflietion, she therchy confesses that she
did ‘net make the solemn pledge of mamiage
with the perception and spirit of duty. If she
does thus rightly take that pledge, she will
not murmur at the sterner passages of her lot,
but rejoice that holy may be her influence, and
hlessed her toils, in that noblest of houds, the
hond of mutnal service.

Bat, as I close this topie, it is necessary that
1 should add one word more  We only attain
the true idea of marringe when we consider it
as 2 spiritual union ; a union of immortal affee-
tions, of undying faculties, of an imperishable
destiny. 'This fact should banieh all low and
unworthy views of that ordinance. It should
conseerase it as with a solemn seal. It should
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suggest the holiest thoughts of love, and ser-
vice, and duty. I know not how I can urge
{his truth so well as in the words of another.
Says he, * The many irksome marriages which
there are, are miserable, most of them, foy the
want of an indwelling spiritual sentiment.
The woman i3 a traitress to herself who is
careless ahout her hushand’s plety; for the
wife can seldom be loved long and warmly,
unless she can invest herself with a spiritual
interest, unless she ean engage her husband to
think of her as ¢a living soul,’ —a spirit who
shall outlast his earthiy fortunes, and the earth
itself, and of which he is, under God, the
earthly proi';ector; a soul, the heavenly value
of which is dontingent, to some extent, on his
earthly usage thereof,

¢ Pliny saith, that among the Greeks the
beirothal ring was sometimes of iron,—=2
proper type of heathen matrimeny ; but with
na Christians it is of gold, like the city of God,
towards the gate of which it s the purpese of

Christian marriage 1o muke man and woman
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helpmates together, while solemnly jvurneying
on earth.

“Tt is because of their irreligiousness that
so many homes are joyless; it is for want of

that inficite depth of sentiment of which Chuis-

tianity is in the human soul the fountain, that
marriages are so many of them vapid ; it is be-
euuse conversastion is never in heaven, thai in
g0 many houses it is 50 mmonotonous, so with-
ont soul or interest; and it is for want of the
preservalive power of religion, that hushand
and wife so often find the warmth and delicacy
of their early affection fail.>*

This important subjeet, upon which I have
offered mere suggesiions, I now leave to your
consideration. As one of the mest cominon
yet soletn aets of life, it strikingly {llustrates

“the general remarks upon duty to which I have

devoted the first portion of the present dis-
course. Ouly by self-communion and eom-
munion with God, anly in the light of dusiful
conviction and the spirit of dutiful endeavor, is

# Muartyris — pp. 229, 230,
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man o1 woman fitied to enier upon that rela-
tion which is sv close and indissoluble — whict
is so productive of inestimable blessings, or
incalenlable woes.

I1. The other important topic wpon which I
wish to spealt in {ilustration of my remarks
upon dutj is the subject of REvtcion. The
closing words upon Marage consiatently lead
ug to this subject. In the course of these lee-
tures, I have implied, and indeed distinetly ex-
Pressed, 1'.h.e necessity of a religious culture
and state of the heart, in order ikat the young
wotnan may be fitted for the trials, and duties,
and various issnes of life. Most solemnly
would 1 hera reiterate that truth.  And I urge
upon hey a religious course of life, not as a
matter of poliey, or ornament, but of the deép-
est necessity. I cannot folerate that treatment
of religion that merely represents its advantages
in a worldly point of view, as an accomplish-
ment of the mind, or a grace of disposition;
as an amiable and comely deportment, securing
the esteem and affection of. others. T know
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_that it produces all this ; buot this is but a minor
reason why we should submit to its contrel,
and chexish its spirit. A solemn necessity of
our being demands it; we cannot iruly live
aparl from its communior with God and ever-
lasting realities. Without its diseipline, we
attain 1o no virtue, we hold no certain allegi-
ance to rectitude, we have no armor against
temptation, we do not know the meaning of
self-sacrifice and obedience, And as for the
sorrows of life, we have nowhere else to go
for consolation. Theve are mysteries, which,
if they are not solved by the truths of Chris-
tianity, darken the universe. There are griefs
whieh, if we de not receive themn as Divine
chastisements, are too much for cur humanity.
There are ties sundered here below, which, if
we do not hold immortal relations, are inexpli-
cable, Awnd nothing hat the power of religion
enables us to use our afflietions as the instru-
ments of our spiritual advaneement, to convert
‘the erown of thorns to a diadem of vietory.

But I do not intend to eulogize religion. By

[

{5}
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doing so T shall fall into the exror which T have
just condemned, the exvor of making religion a
mercenary and politic advantage. Nor is it
necesssry that I shoold describe its character
or its uses. It is the object of the pulpit Sab-
bath by Sabbath, and of every means of grace,
to illnstrate its nature, to urge its claims, and
to seele its divine growth in the soul. Thrging
i upen you by all the solemn considerations
that pertain to it, I present it now simply upon
the ground that # 45 the hghest and only per-
manent sanction of duty. 1 have shown you
how essential to the conduet of life are the
knowledge and sentiment of duty; Inow add
that this knowledge and this sentiment depend
upon religion.  An zequaintance with spiritual
realities, and a love of divine excellence, alone
ean make us prefer the right to the expedient,
sacrifiee to indulgence, the postponed to the
immediate good, A firm and practieal faith in
the dodtrine of immoriality is essential to all
that class of virtues which recognize an ahso-
lute standard of reetitude, and which exeite

®
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moral enthusiasm. Those who have held on
to duty throngh good veport and evil report,
who have put aside present euse and posscs-
sion for teil, and privation, and death, have
always been those whose souls were filled with
the religious consciousness of another life, and
sustuined by faith jo its reconeiling agencies.
There never yet was a martyr for scepticism
— there never yet was one whose life was the
mere life of the senses — indifforent, irreligious
— who performed any high duty, or held on
steadily in the course of rectitude,

So is it with an intensc and practical faiih
in God. If we abolish this belief, we abolish
the great sanction of duty. I do not say that
the atheist will inevitably be an immoral man.
Tducation, temperament, pelicy, may keep
him in the course of ordinary virtue. But [
do say that his morality will be conventional,
_not absolute; that it will depend much upon
theory and citeamstances ; that there is nothing
to bind bim with immutable sanctions in temnp-

tation, in loneliness, in saerifice. But it is not

10 ’ ) M
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of thi theoretical atheist that I would chiefly
spealt, but of those who, professing belief in
the Deity, have him not in all their theughts,
the enthroned soversign of their hearts, the
intimate life of their souls, the holy and eon-
trolling influence of all their conduet, Noth-
ing but this relizious, this practical faith in
God, as un immediate Presence, us a supreme
Lawgiver, as an instant Judge, can bind one
in steadfast allegiance to duty. and make that
duty the all-animating and paramount consid-
eration. Only they, again, who have cher-
ished such a faith, have accomplished great
moral results, have run in the course of virtue,
and faithfully diseharged every obligation.
Thus, then, we see that religion, vital, in-
dwelling, practical religion, alone ean furnish
tha sanctious of duty — it alone gives meaning
and excellence to duty. All ¢hat T have said,
then, in the preseni discourse, terminates in
this —that a religious character is only pre-
paved for the duties and trials of life, Awvail
yourselves, then, of every means of religious
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celture. In all your reading, let that sacred
Book which ontains the revelation of God and
immortality, have the first place and the deepest
avention. Indulge not for a moment the idea
that it has been superseded by any other utter-

"ance, that its freshness is exhausted by age,

or that its truths are inapplicable st this dis-
tance in fime. Give it your mind, and it shall
illuminate your understanding with divine real-
ities. Open your soul, and it shall breathe
into it a holy influcnce, and il all its wants,
Bring to it your individual case of doubt, or
sorraw, or sio, and i shall meet it with an
aptness which proves it the word of God.
Bind it close to your heart,—it will be a
shield against all the assaults of evil, Read it
in the lonely hour of desertion, — it will be the
best of companions.  Open it when the voyage
of life is troubled, —it is a sure chart. Sindy
it in poverty,——it will unhoard for you inex-
haustible riches, Comnune with it in sick-
ness, —it contains the medicine of the soul.
Clasp it when dying,—1it is the charter of

i
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immottality. Nor lst your confidence in the
Bible, or your love for it, he mer;:ly the echo
of a eulogy like this, or the impression of a
traditional reverence. Let your faith in its
contents, and your affeetion for it, spring from
your inthmate knowledge of it, your own in-
creasing experience of its excellence and its
pawer. The more you study it, the deeper
will its wonderful truth open to you, and the
more closely will iis evidences entwine around
your soul. And If you read it with faith
indeed, your own life will be another witness
to its efficacy.

As another means of religious growth, ae--
custom. yourselves to meditate. In the contin-
uous bustle of many things, the freshiess of
religious life becomes exhausted, the sanctiong
of duty lose their vivid impression, we grow
weary in well-doing, the spontansonsness of
conseience petrifies inte routine, and our whole
perception of spiritual realities grows ohseure
in the glittering life of the senses. You must

often retire, then, from this more active course,
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and reflect upon those high truths which per-
tain to permansnt though unseen things,

Apain; one of the vitel springs of relizious
life is preyer. You must commune with God,
if you ‘would realize his constant presence.
You must iudulge immortal aspirations if you
would cherish your relation to eternal things.
The necessity and privilege of prayer T need
not illustrate. DBut I would suy that witkout
it you can have but a fhaint religious conscicns-
ness, and no religious growih. Gratitude,
hope, want, fear, sorrow, lave, all move you
to seek its sacred communion. Let no morn-
ing apen upon you without its uplifiing expe-
rience —let no night close around you without
its benediction : let it conseeraie the joys and
the sorrows of life, its perplexities and its
erises, its beginning and its end,

But there is no means of religious growth
more immediate and effectual than that which
Mary sought. If you would feel the power of

a divine life within you, sanctifying the heart,

controlling the condies, quickening the spirit,

m#
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clathing your whole mien with a holy beauty,
you must sit at Jesus' feet. You must get
near to the great Exemplar. You must keep
within the inspiration of his presence. You
must study his exhaustless Lfe. In him,
more than in aoything else, are corroborated
that faith in immortality, that belief in the
nearness of God, which conatitute the religious
gunctions of movality, which plant these sanc-
tions in your own sonls.  If you miss the path
of rectitude, if you falter in the toil of virtue,
if you doubt what you should do, if you are
careful and troubled about many things, go to
him Hutahiy and teachebly, as Mary went, and
you shall secure that better part which cannot
be talken away ; which is permanent and effee-
tual I all the discipline of existence, and
which alone ean guide, and animate, and sup-

port you in the great life-work of Dury,




LECTURE V.

FEMALE INFLULXNCE.

Wha can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far
abave rubies. She stretcheth oui her hand 1o the poor;
yea, she reacheth fbrih her hands to the needy.  She open-
eth ber mouth with wisdom; and in her 10ngue is ths law
of kindoess. She looketh well to the ways of her houses
hold, and eateth not the bread of idleness. Her children
arize up, and call her Blesssd: her hushand also, and he
praiseth hey, — Provenps 314 10, 20, 26—28.

AcconpiNe to ithe description of the text,
then, the virtuous woman is she who fills the
complete sphere of life.  Who from the centre
of an enlightened mind, and a good heart,
looks out upoen the whole scope of her duty.
Who praetically regards ull her obligations.
She is not selfishly isolated from the world,
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nor does she thoughtlessly :mingle with it
She considers what ties hind her to the com-
mon humanity. No righteous cause lacks her
sympathy. No want cries to her {n vain.
The remotest claim is answered by her char-
ities, ‘¢ She stretcheth out her hands to the
poor ; yea, she reacheth forth her hand to the
needy,” Nor does she confer material benefits
merely. She is the almoner of intellectual
and moral hlessings. She ponders that spivit-
ugl destitution which eclipses all external pov-
erty. She disperses that ignorance which is
the soul of supevstition, and feebleness, and
vice. Armed with a brave virtue, she visits
the lonely moral leper, and finds out the lot of
the doowed transgressor. She distributes to
the despairing the medicine of holy enconrage-
ment, and pours healing merey upon the head
of the cast-away, ‘“She openeth her mouth
with wisdom ; and in her tengue is the Jaw of
kindness.” But in thiz cot-door solicitude,
shae does not desert the more intimate claims

of home. Her philanthropy is not a license




FEMALE INFLURENCE, 153

for domestie indolence or neglect. Her char-
ity is not’ exotic, but indigenons, growing first
by the threshald and the hearth. Becauge
roated i the heart, and fllustrated in the love
_ of the wife, mother, sister, danghter, it diffuses
such a fragrance, and drops far and wide such
fruitful benedietions.  Only she who has been
true to the duties nearest to her, can effectunlly
reach the move vemote, * Sle looketh well
to the ways of her household, and eateth nos
the bread of idleness. Her children arise up,
and eall her blessed ; her hosband also, and he
praiseth her,” In shori, we have in the texi
4 beantiful aceount of a wne woman — of one
who touches faithfully all the springs that sn-
compass her — of one who illustrates the ex-
tent and power of Female Influence.

Having urged npon you eertain obligations
of eulture, accomplishments, duty, 1 would now
proceed to resunie, or apply, the general prin-
ciples laid down in the first discourss in refer-
ence to a subject which presents you with a
powerful motive to heed those obligations.
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That subject, I hiave just shown, i suggested
by the text; it is the subject of Female Influ-
ence. 1 have said that in the first discourse I
presented the general principles upon which
this infizence is based. Of course, therefore,
in the present remarks, T can only veiterate the.
essential truths whieh T then set before you.
T can merely dwell upon them, and {llustrate
them by some peculiar eonsiderations,

Of all the motives that can act upon us fo
bind us to duty, and make us faithful in the
discharge of it, 1 lnow of none move stringent
than the fact of our influence. If we wan-
der so far in neglect or disobedience as to
becows reekiess of our personal welfare, if we
do not value health or Jength of days, if we
grow careless of prosperity and shameless as
to character, if we lose even the appreciation
of virtue, —still there is left to check ws apnd
to draw us back this great consideration — that
aur evil is not all selfabsorbed, that our lives
are not isolated, Let the father who is
drowned in vice, and careless of all ather ties,
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-eonsider that his litle ehild, who locks up so

wonderingly into his face, is receiving from him
a baptiem that shall consecrate ifs young sonl
to sin; that not from the precepts of sober

- hours does that child imbibe gn influence, hut

that those mote impressive eceentricities com-
municate a fruitful inheritance of shame and
woe ; and thas, by and by, shall he, or others,
behold as in a mirtor the ghastly lineaments
of his own life reflected and propagated; and
if there yet burns in him one spark of better
feeling, if his deadened soul can still caich one
whisper of mouition, ke will repent.

Yes, it is thrilling to consider the extent of
our influence for good or evil; how surely it
rexches to all around us, and subtilely inier-
mingles where we least suspeet it ; how it will
live and operate long after we are dead; how
it may mould the destinies of those now dear-
est to our hearts when those hearts shall eease
to beat; how it will appear in future genera-
tiors. In this point of view, we see thal we

live not merely for self and for the present.

o]
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Our aets have a deeper significance than may
be perceptible in the momeutary effect. They
may touch some echord of acother’s soul that
will not eome in play for years, but which in
future life will respond to that touch in music
or in wailing, Great results are not always
caused by prominent acts. The erisis that
affects the destiny of thonsands may not Le
decided in batile, may not come in pomp and
pageantry. I may be fwr back and obscare.
A simple thought, which made scaree a ripple
in its fivst uiterance, is the nueleus of mighty
revolutions. The privted book, whose author
has long mouldered into dust, still fics abrond,
accumulating'wituesses to its truth or false-
hood. Nor ean we escape from this responsi-
bility by rating ourselves as nothing. DBy the
very necessity of things, we communicate an
influenca, We live in an order of eirewnstan-
ces where not an atom is insignificant. A
pebble shakes the huge fabric of the universe,
A leaf shudders in sympathy with the remntest
counstellations.  Tf we act, we touch the sprinyg

Y
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of an endless consequence.  If we refuse to do
anything, our negation civeulates nself, If
we move, we quicken the pulses of the com-
mon being. If we stand still, we poison the

‘ajv or envich the soil. The obscurest of us by

some ligtle filament is conoected with all the
rest, Cur existense is felt, and we leave our
impress.  Surely, then, I repeas, ooe of the
most powerful motives binding us to duty and
faithfulness is this consideration of our influ-
snce.

What, then, is the peculiar influence which
woman eXerts?  What are the sources of her
influence ! These guestions have already been
answered in the main.  Ier peculiar and most
powerfu! influence is that of the qfections ; and
in those relations which pertain to the affec-
tions, Tuo saying this, I do not question her
intellectual eapacity, ov her fitness to act in the
sterner c¢rises of life. But, as T have hefore
said, here she finds a compeer in man, and
holds a divided dominior.  But no one ean de-

ny that there is an influen~e in woman’s Jove ;

N
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a control in her dependence, a power in her
weakness, an attraction in her refinement, a
glory in her merey, faith and trust, that is all
her own. Add to this the efficiency of culture,
agcomplishments, and the knn@v]edge and spirit
of duty, and place it among the instrumentali-
tics which Christianity is daily furnishing for
it, and we must berceive that it iouches the
most essential welfure, and sways the largest
destinies. Sceptres are not so mighty; the
sloguent tongue, the cunning pen, the wisdom
of the philosopher, ave not o potent as the
daughter’s affeciion, the sister’s solicitude, the
wife's minisiration, the mother's praverful
discipline; as the influenee that opens the
welt-springs of the heart, and moulds the lin-
eaments of character, and gently guides the
wayward will, and drops like dew upon the
fiery spivit; as the love that now ventures
abroad in the earth, uttering the word of ben-
ediction and doing the deed of philanthropy,
following, like the sunshine and the shower,

the whirlwind of man’s ambition and the storm
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of his wrath, the chariot-wheels of battle, the

dust-cloud of traffic, and the long caraven of
selfishness and shn.

In saying that woman's pecullar influenee
springs from the affections, I mean that these
are the secret of her influence, its central and
essential life, whether she speaks or writes,
whether she teaches or advises, whether she
acts ov suffers.  In this way her power, if not

- always acknowledged, hus always been per-

esptible.  Man has confessed it in seusial

love, or domestic sttachment; in ehivakic ad-

“miration, or sebiimental galluniry; in the de-

grading polygatny of heathenism, or the holy
and beantiful offices, the squal respect, the
pure and enlighiened cowpanionship, of Chris-
tian mariage. This power, so vital in the
closest relations, medifies every circuinstanes,
and controls the world, While she is veflected

. in the most silent expressions of home, while

her presence makes its stnosphere, and she is
the very life of all its order, the influcnce of
her nature is seen in the amenities of civiliza-

i
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tion, the refinements of speech, eustom, and

manner, and all the graces of society. 1t is
felt as deeply as the domestic sonetitics are felt

— it is as prominernt as the monldings of ma-

ternel love.
We can best illusirate the true eleroent of

woman’s influcnes by considering what would
be the eonseqnence if she should ebandon hey
present attitude, and take a wore forward posi-
tion. If, for inslancs, she should becowme ab-
sorhed in political life, in speculation, or dehate,
we might wonder at her iact, admire her elo-
: quence, and confess her genius. But all her
peculiar sway over us would be lost. Hoemage
would give way to sivalry. ‘The mutual offices
of dependence and ministration would be ex-

¢ changed for a selfish amagonism. The fluent
charities of -home wonld become petrified to an

intelleetnal frostwork. And everywhere would

it be felt that there was a loss and a void, 2
dying out of nature, a dropping away of that
mysterious, inexpressible love, that unseen

magnetism, which refines the elements of
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social life and binds them together, and which
holds the individual heart true to the plane of
its ecliptic, when conscience is perturbed and
reason has wandered from its orbit. Yes!
Woman's true power is the power of the affec-
tions ; by them does she heid more than queen-
ly rule over a dominion as wide as that of
thought, and for results as Incaleulable as
buman destiny.

We have thug slightly considered the pecu-
liarity of female influence. T.et us now look
at the spheres in which it operates. And first,
because most important of all, let us reflect
upon her influence in the sphere of fome.
Here she acts in the relations of the mother,
the wife, the sister, tha daughter, The first
of these, the maternal velation, T shall reserve
to be discussed by itself, in the concluding dis-
course.  Let us briefly consider the influence
-of woman, then, in the relation of wife. 1
have alveady ealled your attention o the dnties
and liabilities of marriage. ‘We have consid-
eted it not merely as a provision for happiness,

——
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but as a bond of mutual service, as involving
not only the ties of earth, bat the relations of
spiriwnal being. Surely, then, a communion
so intimate and indissoluble as this, passing
t.hruugh s0 Tany issues of joy and sorrow,
affords a most effectual agency for the influence
of woman — for the affeetions of the intelligent,
accomplished, faithful wife.  She may de more
than can be estimated to affect the chavacuer
and mould the eonduct of her husband, Not
by any undue assumption of acthority, not by
any harsh, imperious foree; but by the coun-
sels, the encouragements, and often the silent
rebules and suggestions, of her dove. She
ois upon his spiril in its most impressible eon-
litions, and her influence may flow into ali kis
noods of thonght. It is at home that he must
wllect. calmness and energy for the conflicts
of his more husy life. It is for her to soothe
1im in despordency, to animate him in success,
o nerve him for tial, to pour balm upon his

roubled spirit in its anger or its sorrow.  And

$ n doing this, how much of wise advice, of

Y T
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persuasive admonition, may she mingle! Who
has more the eontrol of his ear, who holds so
intimately the portals of his soul? If she be
faithful to her obligations, sffeetionate in her
mannet, winning him by kindness and by her
graces, he will heed from her in the quies of
bome what he will not heed amid the noisy
curtents of the world, Great, then, may be
the moral power of a wife over her hushand,
thus producing results as important as his own
action. '

But not only may her influence upon him be
great in the way of direct counsel, but by the
sient attractiveness of erample. Tet him ob-
serve her diligent in every department of her
duty, and will it not make him wore faithful
in his? Let him discover in her an uncom-
plaining willingness to shave the evil of his lot,
and will it not malke his burden more light, and
his heart more cheerful? er own trinmphs
over despondency will be betier for him than
inere words of encouragement. Her hopeful-
ness, and patience, and industrious efforts, will
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take half the privation from poverty, yield him
a contented view of his lot, or inspire him to
alter it, 'This is the great and beautiful office
that is given fo wornan —to be stronger in the

~day of adversity than man, and to impart to
" him her strength; to look throngh the gloom

with 3 serene vision, and a thovghtful forecast ;

and from a ereature of gentle ministrations and

‘ dependent trust, to become transformed into a

consoler and a guide. Many of you, no doubt,
have seen a picture of two childven, a boy and
a girl, whe have lost their way in a wood.
The boy, it would seem, has exerted all his
energies to discover a track that shall lead
thern out, hut now they have arrived at a point
where. the path terminates abruptly, and he
has given up in despair. He has sat down,
covering his face, and weeping biiterly, But

not so with the little girl. Doubtless while

the boy was up and active, she followed him
with anxious steps, fully confident in his supe-
rior skill and boldness. But now, when the
erisis has indeed amived, and his more daring

e ml
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and boisterows pature has given way, she
gtands calm and thoughiful, and evidently col-
lecting her faculties to see if semething may
not yet be done, This is often man's weak-
ness and woman’s power. Give him a hope,
and he will strive with all his energy, and tri-
umph. Show hiin a tangible obstacle, and he
will bravely grapple with it. Buot when he
becomes entangled in dificulty, and hope dies
out, and the thing he fears is a vague, un-
known evil, then he gives up, and covers his
face in despair, Then woman stands up, with-
ont boastfultess yet without despondency, hop-
ing against hope, thoughtful as to means, dili-
gent in invention ; and if she can do no more,
enduring with patienee, and ministering to him
who, brolen-hearted, has sunk by the way.
It is & beawtiful ordinance that the strong
should at times fall back upon the weak, that
the gentle reed, which it would seem the next
gale might break, stands up in the storm that
hurls the oale to destruction. Thus is illus-

Ltrated the beautiful law of compensation, ihe
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universal tie of mutual dependence, and one of
the finest sources of woman's infinence. And
when man has thus witnessed her thoughtful,
patient, diligent example; when he has expe-
rienced her willing partnership in his tribula-
tiocn, her ministry in his siclness, suffering,
and fear; do we not ses that woman's power
in this relagion of the wife, in this sphere of
home, is great beyond caleulation.

Or, reverse the supposition. Let the wife
disregard the obligations of home. Let her
cast upon its walls the gloom of melancholy,
or fll it with'the discords of a vexed or peevish
temper, Let her waste her time in indolence,
or devote it fo fashionable frivolity. Let her
secund his indusiry with extravagance, and
seek in his snecess merely the gfatiﬁcation of
her pride. Let her chafe at his disappoint-
ments, taunt him with his disgraces, and in the
day of adversity, instead of lightening his sor-
row, turn upon him with bitierness and re-
proach, Let the husband veturn frem the pex-

plexities of the waorld, thus to find his hearth

B -
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cheerless, his comfort uncared for, and those
very opportunities which might be employed as
means of counsel, encouragement, and help,
turned into oceasious of heartlessness, neglect,
and rebuke ; and who can wonder if his dispo-
sition becomes soured, his moral standard low,
and hiz conduet reckless? Who can wonder
if he endeavors to repay himsell in the exeite-
ment of dissipation for the loss of domestic
enjoyment }

" This 1ast thought suggests another mode, in
which woman’s infleence may be most effec-
tuzl, Iallude to the powet of her love and
her example upon the wayward and vicious

“husband, Mow strong are the cords which

she may twine around him, to draw him back
in the hour of temptation and of guilt!  Hard
as his heart may become unnder the dropping
influgnces of sin ; vilely as he may abuse her;
neglect as he may her expostulations and cn-
treaties ; there is a charm in her constani affec-
tion, in her long-continned kindness, in her
patient, unspeaking endurance, that shall melt
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into his soul, and’ bind it like = ehain; —he

may disregard it, he may rudely snap it asun-
der; but its impression will be there and will
be felt ; — thal uncomplaining love, that silence

[ P

even to heart-breaking, will win upon him;
that meek face will look in upon his wild
excesses, and subdne and eheek him—it may

be, more than words, will move him to repent-

ance., At least, if she be true to those affec-

STy

tions in which Hes her influence, let her not

despair of his reformation. Perhaps to her

will be given the high privilege of restoring

5
]
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him to peace, When he seems deaf to all
other persuasions, hers may conquer him ; may
lead him, faltering, back to virtue ; may bind

T A i —

up his shattered spivit, and animate him to

J—

; perseveranee in a better conrse,
1 Such, then, are some of the inflnences which
woman may exert in the relation of a wife. I

eannot, of course, exhaust this subject, or even
touch upon all its suggestions. But [ leave it
for you to veflect how wide and deep, through

this single agency, these influsncez may be.
a g
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Of an apalogous character are the infuences
of the sister and the doughter, The oxe char-
ae!eriz_éd by a peculiar reverence, the other by
a ford pride and slicitude, yet both prevaiiing
by the same potency of love.

The sphere of hume! Do not undervalue it
because it may be narrow and obseare. It is
the fountsin of individual character, the heart
of all socis] life, and she who truly fills it
touches the most vitel relations. Do not think
it less grand and important than the battle-field,
or the forum, or the mart. It is an institution
older than nations, and as nataral as religion.
In the rudest condition of social life, it nurtures
the germ of civilization, Tt is the sanciuary
of all that is most sacred In humanity, Wher-
ever il exists — on the plains of Idumea or the
banks of the Mississinpi, beneath the roof of
the Christian or the tent of the Arab —it de-
velops some of the heart’s best affections, and

" makes that spot of earth a hallowed place. It
Jis .our first sphere of duty; and if it be the
abiding-place of seliishness, of anger, of dis-

Q




o = erm—— e

170 DUTIES OF YOUNG WOMEN.

trust, of fneligion, vain are all external decen-
cles, all smooth plansibiliies. These only
cover hearts which contain no holy firs, and
in whiech live no beantiful affections. DBut, on
the other hand, though the world without be
bitter and mean, though fortune be adverse,
and the food and raiment meagre; if there our
richest treasures are enshrined, and love is
always present, we can it in that clear do-
mestic light, and feel that there are peace and
joy even in this changeable world, lei the storm
beat and the wind drive as it will.

Advancing civilization, and espeeially a form
of government like ours, more and more clearly
shows the importanee of home —its vital con-
nection with the bighest social resulis, Tn
the institution of the family the state is fore-
ordsined. It contains all the elements of soci-
ety, and therefore eomprehends all iis obliga-

tions. There is the same neeessity of law and

obedience, the same mutua! dependence, the
sarne great relationship. Mighty germs of
gocial good or evil are sown there. There, in

B P
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its most plastic state, the hnuman mind receives
its most darable impressions. There are born

the ideas of the infant, there is developed the

soul of childhood. There the youth rehearses
his patt, and goes out into the world to act as
the good or bad eitizen. There is nurtured
the ineipient philanthropist or assassin.  There
are gradually revealed the traits of the mean
or of the generous. There is ov is not dis-
played that genuine humanity, withour which
all professione and forms are hypoeritical,
And how has Christianity dignified this in-
stitution ! It has made it something more
than the shelter of gregarious instincis, It
has filled it with saered duoties, and immortal
affeciinns, and given to its relationships an
eternal sanction. It has mingled & chastening
moderation with its dispensations of joy, and
yielded the only consclation for its sorrows.
Tu has placed first, as the school and the life
of all other piety, the piety of home. It has
consecraied the tender years of that childhood
which makes suoshine on its walls, and musie
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in its chambers. Tt has honored marriage as a
holy institution, linked it with ties of mutnal
obedience and affection, clothed it with the
pute light of chastity, and bouad futher, moth-
er, and offspring, in 2 sweet and sacred unity,
It has confirmed the permanence of home by
the right of property, and protected its thresh-
old by the majesty of law, and created for all
its sanctities a powerful guardianship in public
opinion, It has evected altars of prayer, where
its daily duties may be revealed in the light of
Divine Communion, where its joys may be
brooght to receive consecration, and its sor-
rows draw near for comfort and for healing,
where toil may rest and hope revive, where
every morning may unite the family as’at the
gates of heaven, and every evening see them
part with love and benediciion as to their final
rest.  And for the season of trial and bersave-
ment, when that cirele of home is broleen, and
the deepest shadow of all broods there, Chris-

tianity pours out ils consolations; it opens

shove the darkened chamber the gldry of its
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“ many mansions,’’ and speaks to the soul its
blessed assurance that the dearest relations of
earth can never dis. And for the individual,
and for the family group, it has dignified the

- ties of home by ealling Geod ** the Fatner.”

And, finally, consider how f{oudly the idea
of home lingers in the human heart.  Wretch-
ed and forlorn indeed is he, who, althongh
tossed wpon the billews of ,férmne, wandering
far, and worn with cares, has not some place
in his mind’s eye that is brighter than any
other on the earth, a place where he feels that
he is weleome ; where he may rvest his weary
feet, and lay his aching head, and say, rude
though it be, *it is mine! Here do I best
love to be! Iither does my spirit turn with
its deepest yearnings.”

“Tn all ny wanderings round this world of care,
In &}l my griefs —and God has given me share —
" 1 still had hopes, iy latest hours to crown,
Amid these humble bowers to lay me dovwn ;
To hushand out life s taper at the close,
And keep the flame from wasting by repose ;

o¥
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* % Do * *
Around my fire an evening group to deaw,
And tell of all I felt and all I saw;

And as a hare whom hennds and harns pursue
Pants to the place from whence at first he flew,
I still had hopes, my long vexations past,
Here to retura— end die at home ot Jast,”

And is not this attachment rooted among the
deepest affections of our nature? and do we
not bless God that itisso? TIs not home hal-
lowed by our best joys and relativnships : jrea,
even by our irials and our tears? Has it not
known eur struggles, and is it not dear even
for these? Has it not been =ssociated with
our prayers, and so become holy?. Has it not
witnessed our young aspirations, or our aged
priefs?  Have not our hours of dependence
and sickness imparted to it a tender intevest?!
Has not the event of birth, or death, linked it
mysteriousty with the invisible world ¢ Has not
God visited us thers with the dispensations of
his providenea? Ifave not Christ and the apos-
tles entered with the gospel of his grace? What

2
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spot of earih, then, contains so many ties for
us! Ahout what place cluster so many metn-
ories? Do we not say— While we live, if
God will, et it be amid the blessings of home!
If we are spared until late, let us there nourish.
the expiring embers of life; let old friends

meet us at the threshold, and kindly faces

besm around the hearth, and when they have
gone, let them there come back in tender rec-
ollection and consecrate its walls]  And when
our time comes, be it there! There, over doors
worn by our -f‘ootsteps, let friends draw nigh
with softened tread! There upon familiar
countenances let our dim eyes look their last!
There, where we have rejoiced and sorrowed,
let our breath depari! Or if to us home has
become desolate, becanse all that was dear and
familiar is taken away, how saercd is it for
what it has been! And hehold, even in this
hitterness, how we cherish its dear associa-
tions! As one by one the links thai bonnd us
here are untwined, we think of the place to
which the loved have gove, and knowing no
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better name for i, we look uwp throngd our
tears and call it ¢ Home !*?

Such, then, is the sphere of home, the insti-
tution of God and nature, more and more ap-
preciated by a developing civilization, dignified
and blessed by Christianity, eherished ameng
the warmest affections of the heart, Surelj,
then, she whe stands in its very centre, in
whom all its dear relations meet, who touches
all its springs, has an influence shan which
theze is none deeper, wider, or more lasting!

1 pass to consider another sphere of wo-
man’s influence—her influence in  society,
* Whatever may be the laws and custerns of
a country,” says a Writer, ‘it is the women
who give the direstion to its manners.”
¢ They make men what they ave.” Startling
as this proposition is, there can be no doubt
of its truth. I have sufficiently demonstrated
this, in showing the influences of home,
Through her agency there, of course she
affects the world at large, especially in that
relation which I have yet to dwell upon — the

,@-
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'rlnazemal relation. But she has a more imme-
diate action upen society even than this, She
pives tone to its morals, she ereates its ameni-
ties, she determines many of its customs, Fs-
peeially is this the case in civilived and Chris-
tian communities. Where the mere role of
gallantry prevails, of course her influence is
potent; and where high rnoral considerations
have control, her intelligence, accomplish-
ments, and virtues, will induce habits deeply
essential to the order and refinement of society.
What 2 powerful sway has she, for instance,
over o]l the laws of etigueite and_fashion ! Nov
let ue consider this an insignifieant empire.
Those graces of soeial communion, conversa
tion, dress, amusements, which characierize
well-bred circles, have their legitimate place
and authovity, Mueh as we may admire sim-
plicity, a rustic homeliness and freedom of
manner, its advantages are move than halanced
bya ;gentee} conventionalism, an ordexly though
flexible politeness, a comrect taste, a polished
ease. To say nothing of the general conve-

12
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nience of this state of things, merely, as 2 work
of self-discipline it is most important. Ti lays
a vestrainl upon hoisteraus passions, and coarse
desires, which, though merely saperfieial, is
highly useful. The effort which is required in
order that the volee may be softened, the
words well chosen, the garments comely, and
the whole manner pleasing, is a great benefit.
The impulses of sellishness must so often be
subdued to appearances, and a rude will give
way to the law of etiquette, that an hubitual
sacrifice to mmere gracefulness may by and by
produce results absolutely moral. ‘
Now in the very centre of this dynasty of
fashion is woman. Fler character and exam-
ple determine its forms and influences. If she
ia corrupt, if she leads the way in vice, and
intrigue, and heartless levity, then steals into
society one of its greatest eurses, and the sure
omen of its decay. It geows voluptuous and
feeble, it breaks from ail its moral foundations,
and becomes steeped in irreligion and sensu-
ality. 1f, on the other hand, with her eulturs
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and accornplishments she carries into such a
society a pure and kind heart, she diffises
through all its channels a refining, a eivilizing
power. Isolated selfishness is dissolved in

cummon interests. The rugged independence -

of will is softened %o a genial sympathy.  And
pure tastes and a high tone of morals prevail,
instead of sensual pleasures, and coarse and
vielous manners. If we look back upon the
history of manners and customs, 1 think we
shali find, that in proportion to the intelleciual
and moral elevation of woman, society has
become refined, orderly, and fraternal The
hormage that is spontaneously rendered to her
does mnch towards this. IIer mere presence
at & feast or celebration that has been devoted
to bacchanalian and licentious revels, will at
onee cheek its tendency and changs its custom.
And when she seconds this natural authority
of the affections with a wise and pure spirit,
her power over the manners of a socisty, and
over its institutions, is beyond measure. It is

felt where she is not present. Tt is seen in
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the mart, and the work-shop, and the field.
It is a magnetism that cirenlates through the
very heart of a community, mounlds all its fea-
tures; and envelops it with an atmosphere of
beanty,

Sometimes there break in upon us fzshiona-
ble innovations, that to every reﬁec,tive‘ mind
are supremely ridiculous. There are times
when man transforms himself into a puppet,
and emolates the brute. When his appear-

ance iz controlled not by 2 refined taste, but |

by a fancy for the extravagant and the odd.
There is no talisman more powerful to correct
this fantastie mania than female influence ; and
if she would spea"k eul her honest contempt,
such folly would be signally rebuked. Besides,
ker influence upon those habits of expenditure

and waste which involve important moral con-

- Lol

sequences is worthy of serious consideration.
These sacrilices are made ai her shrine; let
her see to it that she does not approve them
either by example or favor.

But while this is woman’s influence in the

e
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sphere of fashion and custom, it is more neces-
sary to consider her power in regard to the
moral evils of snciety. Ti »ests in a great
measure with her to determine whether irreli-
gion shall prevail ; whether profaneness, lieen-
tiousness, intemperance, shall bear sway., Tet
her own virtues diffuse abroad a healing influ-
ence in respect to these, Let her own exam-
ple be an argument. Above all, let her dare
t0 discountenance and rebuke any sin. Let it
be felt that a profane word uttered in her pres-
ence s a gross insult; that she who would
resent a light treatment of her own name will
not hear any itreverent allusion to her God.
And let her with a scornful and majestic virtue
ture from the libertine. Let her shrink from
him with loathing. . Let not her ear be poi-
soned with his words. Let her not sully her
hand with his touch. Abere all, Jet him mot
receive her stniles or her friendship, There is
a foul injustice in society, which, waiving all
fulse delicacy, I raust here speak of. I mean
that injustice which empties the vials of indig-

P
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nation upon the seduced, and yet receives with
cordial hespitality the seducer, Which leaves
her to wither in contempt, and die of o broken
beart, while he who deliberaiely wove the
biandishments of sin, and wound their coil
about her aﬂ'eétions, then tossed from him the
wreel of love and trusl and hope, is curessed
and honored. Now T would not extenuate her
fault, but it is no weak sentiment that calls for
his eondemnation. ¢ While the sharp scomn
of men is cast npon her head,” fix upon his
brow the brand of guilt. While she must live
in isolation or in shame, let him waik in the
air of perpetual rebuke. While she sleeps in
a neglected grave, among all his trophies pre-
serve the memory of her whose spitit he blight-
ed, whose naine he consigned to infamy, And
yet such 2 man will move in the highest cir-
¢les of fashien, and enjoy the smiles of beauty,
the society of virtue. Mothers will atlend
him with solicitude, and danghters hang upon
him with admiration, unheeding the taint upon

his character, the deceii of his polished man-

&
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ner, or the miasm of his honeyed speech.
Now here is a work for woman, in the
strength and purity-of her womanhood. Fe-
mzle influence must porrest this monstrons
ahuse, must rebuke this social falsehood. Let
her who would close the doors of good seciety
to him who lacks in manners ox dress, close
them to him who makes manners and dress
the veils of an a.ocomplisheﬂ lHcentiousness.
And if, with triumphant assurance, he dare
seclt her favor, let het concentrate the inmost
sentiment of her heart in the vivid lightning
of a look, or a word, that shall wither him,
Only by her bravery and consislency can viee
in this form be banished from community, or
consigned to open infamy,

There ie another vice in regard to which
woman’s influence may be most potent. I
allude to intemperonce. There is a period in
her life when she may be one of the most sue-
cessful champions against this evil; there is
another period when she may be its most
wreiched victim. In the day of her power,
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when homage is offered to her heauty or her
grace, let her disapprove the use of intoxicat-
ing drinks. Let her shun’ the occasion where
they are used. Let her refuse fo link her lot
with him who wuses them. Let her employ
the eloguenee of speech and of example against
thern. She will touch motives that the orator
cannot reach, and induce_reso]uliuns that will
not follow mere argument. And in it all lst
her rementhar how intensely her own happi-
ness is involved in her efforts. Let her con-
sider who innocenly shares the infamy of the
intemperate husband; who must be smitten
and hleed ander his abuse; who must endure
the loathsome contact, the awful curses, the
eruel blows, of the delirions drunkard ; who
tnust hear the exies and be stung with the des-
titation of her worse than orphan babes; who
must suffer the privation and pive amid the
gloom of her negiected home ; who must drop
into an early grave, glad to exchange this ter-
ror, agony, and shame, for the quiet earth znd

the unbroken sleep, with bat one more caye -
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to rack her bruised and weary heart—the |

thought that now no ene will stand between
her children and their ¢ father /77 If thus
true to the welfare of sociely awd to her

own inferest, woman would exert her influence
against intempersnce, no human ageney has
heen brouvght to bear wpon it that would prove
so effectual. .

But I cannot stop to specify the various
methods by which woman may powerfully
affect the moral goed of the community in
which she acts. Indeed, T have done litde
more than male suggestions upon this point.
Nor will T linger upon this general topic of
the influence of woman in sotiety. Let me
repeat, that 1 awm not speaking of that mere
iniellectual power which she so honorably ex-
erts by ihe side of man; but of that peculiar
influence which pertains to the afleetions, and
which she alone possesses. Clothed with the
graces and the magic of a leving nature, she
performs a great mission ir. moulding the fea-
tures and purifying the character of society.

p#
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This is Lrue wherever she acts. Fspecially is

it true in regard to American society. ‘The
great principles of equalily, the diffused intelli
gence, and, despite all its corruption, the high
motal tone thay pervades it, give to her influ-
ence great scope and effeet, Our habits of
personal freedom, while they mar none of her
feminine grace, impart to her self possession,
courage, and prominence. ‘¢ As for myself,”
says De Tocqueville, 1 do noi hesitate to
avow, that, although the women of the United
States ave confined within the narrow eircle of
domestic life, and their sitvation J& in some
respects one of extreme dependesee, T have
nowhere seen women oceupying a loftier posi-
ton; and if Twereasked . . . ... to what
the singular prosperity and growing strength
of that people [the American] ought mainly to
be attributed, I should reply —to the superi-
ority of the women.” .
Let the power which woman possesses, then,
be active in society. Let her influence circu-
late from home to home and heart to heart,

I
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civilizing and Christianizing our associations,
so often based upon selfishness, and eorvupted
by sin. Let her use the amenities of social life
as ageneies of moral refinement and of human
sympathy. Let her exert her inwllizence and
virtue, in the spirit of love, against the sensu-
alism and the vices of the community in which
she lives. TLet it ba seen and fek, that **she
openeth her mouth with wisdom, and in her
tongue is the law of kindness.™ )

There is one more sphere of woman’s infla-
ence io which, befove T close, I must briefly
allude. I have spoken of her agency in the
home, and in the society Immediately arownd
her. Let us alse consider her power in the
world—upon humanity at large. The fact
that hers is a different sphere than man's
shows that she has a world-wide and peculiar
mission. Beautiful is the power and devotion
of her love. Change passes over all material
things. The flowers of the summer fade be-
fore antumn, and the leaves that have sheltered
us wither and fall. But her affeetion, superior
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to all chunge, in the most stern and wintry
adversity still yields its fragrance, stll protects
and cherishes us. Let coldness, scorn, or sor-
row come, she catnmot abandon the object of
her love. In the gloom of disappointment she
atters words of gentle cheer. She siands by
the sick-bed to wateh and to minister. Even
when death approaches, and- her heart is
wrung with agony, she raises the sinking
head, and closes the failing eyes. With a
courage bolder than man’s, a fortitude that
will not give way, a trust that is inexhanstible
and serene, she discharges an office which no
seeptre or palm-wreaih could make more glo-
rious, '

Now we cannot suppose that this power has
been givén for obscuve or narrow limits, Tt
has yet its work to accomplish, not merely in
the home, but in the world, in the mission of
healing, restoring, blessing. It comes last
among human agencies, because it is greatest
of them all. But as man advances, as the
ages unfold into a brighter epoch, this power
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becomes more manifest. I have already dwelt
upon this point. T have shown that as Chris-
tianity develops and extends, woman becomes
more prominent, and Ler ageney more neces-
sary. Nature is concentyic, Ewerything is
the germ or hint of a higher truth, It is
folded within a wider though kindred fact,
So it is, therefors, with the institution of
home. It pre-contains the true elemems of
the nation, and the nation shall one day be-
come absorbed in the wider relationship of the
race. This thne is slowly yet surely approoch-
ing. Mankind shall yet be one great family.
The golden gates of that millennial era have
not been seen merely in the dreams of poets,
but by the swe vision of prophecy. The
vexed waters of controversy shall yet grow
calm, the mists of prejudice shall vanish, and
the barriers of selfish nationality be broken
cown, One langnage shall again be heard
vpos the earth, superseding ihe jargon of
t.ibes and seets; the watchwords of batile, the
ritusl of commerce —the language of aniver-
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sal brotherhood, the home-speech of humanity.
Surely, then, as this idea of the family widens
and covers the earth, she who has stood in
the very centre of home, and communicated its
holiest influenees, shail find herself in the cen-
tre of that wider velationship, and the mighti-
est, ugent of God's providence. With every
Christian conquest her power extends, and she
is the natural slly of every movement that is
for the advancement of trath, and holiness, ad
love.

It is evident, therefore, that new agencies
for female influence are opening in the reforms

of our day. Woman has long been the most

prominent dispenser of that charity which seeks’

the relief of the poer. No one has so fiith-
fully expressed the Christian recognition of
that claim which the destitute and the sufering
have upen the fortunate. She has gone with
her gentle ministrations to the havnts of hn-
man woe. She has threadad the narrow laus,
and penetrated to the gloomiest recesses. Hho
has borne through the heat ond the cold the

B
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needed velief, #he has visited the sick, clothed
the naked, fed the hungry, taught the ignorant,
and knelt on the hare floor of the hovel, to lead
npward in prayer the sonl of the dylug pauper.
“* She has stretehed out her hand o the poor;
vea, she has reached forth her hands to
the needy.”” And in this way she has exert-
ed, and may exert, an influence upon the
world, as wide as suffering and as powerful as
sympathy, and one which does a great work
in hastening onward the brighter day.

Her influence in the cause of temperance 1
have already hinted at. By her personal ex-
ample and persuasion she may effectuully pre-
vent the increase of inebriety, and secore her-
self from a lot thet is worse than death, DBut
there is one office in connestion with this waork
to which I did not allade. I mean the office
of restoration and encouragement. Who so
well qualified as she 10 win to virtus the way-
ward and shattered spivit? Who can exercise
so well the putience of long waiting, the cheer-

ful expectation of hope, the reiterated and up-
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falsering endeavors of affection? Who, too,
ean so well soothe the wounded nature, awak-
ened to o sense of its wealess and its shame?
Who can so truly encourage the faltering res-
olution, and with a forgetful merey welcome
back the penitent to the paih of virtne?! And
thus, again, in this sphere, exercising the sim-
ple influenees of home, she s helping on the
epoch of human brotherhood, and affecting the
destinies of the world.

The cause of human freedom, too, appeals
to all her sympathies, and opens before her a
feld for her peculiar agency. She carnot re-
sist the appeals of a dumb and chained human-

ity. She knows by a fine instinct the affbe--

tions that saffer and bleed in that hondage.
She sees the ties of a common naure violated
there. She feels the insult thus cast upon
womanhood. She asks not the political issues
involved in such an institution, and stops not
to refute the casuistries of selfishness. It is
the weeping wife, the broken-hearied mother,
the chauelized childven, that she beholds,

o
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Daep ealleth unto desp, and her action is the
spontaneous dictate of a sympathetic hesit,
And whenever she hears of oppression, what-
ever the hue or country of the oppressed, she
who has herself Deen a slave is prompt with
her tabor and her prayers. And thus through
another channel does she contnibute to that
tide of human progress that sets towards the
better time.

Even the criminal claims her regard, and in
the polluted air of the prison, in the damp cell,
ehe secks whal ministry she can perform for
the guilty, She meddles not with his erime,
she questions not the righteous decrees of jus-
tice; but her heart will not Iet her deem him
a cast-away, and she finds the spark of good
that smoulders under his leprosy. She learns
him the worth of industry, and calls back the
affections of lis early years, and lifts his soul
to God., 1 thought it right,”” said Sarah
Martin, ““to give up a day in a week from
dress-making, . . . . to serve the prisoners.
This regularly given, with many an additional

——g

(3 Q

e




m_

194 DUTIES OF YOUNG WOAMED

one, was not felt as a pecuniary loss, but was
ever followed with abundant satisfaction, for
the blessing of God was upgn me.”” Such
sactifice as this also quickens the pulses of
that mevement which is for the regencration
of the world.

Thus specifying woman’s power through
some of the great moral agencies of our times,
T would not forget those influences which she
exerts directly for the refigious welfare of the
race. I would remerber that in innumerable
modes her gentle and sympathizing nature s
blessing mankind, and advancing the kingdom
of God. But I most clese. We see that in
the great sphere of the worid, also, female in-
fluence has a potency deeper and wider than
the superficial eve would discover, or than the
present age can fully develop.

And now ss 1 finish this diseonrse, let ma
entreat the class whom I address io cousider
the great motive to diligent euliure, to accom-
plishments, to an intelligent and faithful spirit
of duty, which springs not only from selfish
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considerations, but from the consideration of
your ‘influence at Aome, npon society, and upon
the world. Herve, aa [ said in the commence-
ment, s a sanction which must affeet you, if
nothing else ean. Remember that sueh an
inflyenes, an influence for good or evil, you
do, you must exert, It is as sare as the fact
that you exist. It is as inevitable 2s your
action. What, then, shall that influence be?
What report shall it bring you in seasons of
meditation?  What shall it answer to you in
your last hour? What effect shall it produce
when you are gone? Discharge with a dili-
gent, a constant, 2 loving spirit, the domestic
duties at your haud, the claims of community,
the requirements of humanity. Remember
how beautifully the conduet of such an ons is
lustrased and commended. * Her pries,” it
is said, **is far above rubies, She stretcheth
out her hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth
forth her hands to the needy. She openeth
her mouth with wisdom ; and in her tengue is
the law of kindness. She looketh well to

o3
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the ways of her household, and eateth not the
bread of idleness. Her children arise up and
call her blessed; her husband also, and he

praiseth her.””




LECTURE VI.

THE MATERNAL RELATION.

4nd the angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and

said unto her, What aileth thee, Hagat?' fear not, for God

' hath heard the volco of the lag where he s, Arise, lift up

the lad, and hold him in thine hand; for I will make him &
great nation. —GENEsis 21 : 17, 18,

Tuis is a portion of one of those simple
and pathetic narratives which are peculiar to
the Bible, and which cannot be equalled in
the whole range of literature. Thrust from
the patriarchal tent, with her domestic ties
erushed and her heart bleeding, the Egyptian
woman went forth into the wide and unknown
‘world. There was one bond, however, that
could not be severed, and whatever was to be

Q¥
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" her lot, her child most share it And as hand

© in hand they wandered through the wilderness
of Beersheba, all her solicitude was for him,
In this she forgot her exile and her want. So
long as she could minister to him she was not
hopeless, and her weary pilgrimage had some
object. But when absolute destitution came,
and he gasped for drink, and she looked in
vain around the dry desert, and up to the burn-
ing sky, and he drooped and tainted, then de-
spair rushed in upon her soul. Tenderly she
laid him ander the scanty shade, and retired a
little distance from him; for, to quoie that
touching language of nature, *‘she zaid, Let
me not see the death of the child. And she
sat over against him, and lifted up her veice, .
and wept.” God, wha listens to the mother’s,
prayer, and who hears the faintest ery of an-
gnish, sent her deliverance ; and lo! she found
that he whom she had laid down to pervish
was to be the founder of a great people, and
that she was leading through the wilderness
the destinies of a nation,
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“‘T'he text, then, strikingly illustrates a sub-
jeot which [ have reserved for this concluding
discourse, containing some of the moest Impor-
tant suggestions ss to fernale doty and influ-
ence. This adventure of Hagar and Ishmael
shows us the strcngth, extent, and beanty of
the Maernal Relation. 'The heart of the
Egyptian woman, away back in that dim
patriarchal age, in that lonely desert of Deer-
sheba, lacerated with anxiety, sacrificing and
suffering, pouring out its grief for the boy,
throbbed with the commoen sentiment of mater-
nity, was the same as the heari of any mothe
er to whom is comunitted the nurturing, the
educaiion, the destiny of her child. Though
no domestic tle is severed, and she remains
amid the sanctities of howe, yet she, wo, leads
that child onward in an unknown way. She,
too, must absorb her own cares in solicitude
for him, and minister to his necessities, draw-
ing cheerfulness and hope from the pleasing
though solemn duty, avd watch him in his
feebleness and languisking. Alone must she

g
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do this, for thers is no other to perform it, no
one who is so intimafely linked with him. Bat
ip her grief and perplexity, God will help her,
the means she requires will always appear for
her, and she may find that he whom she has
thus led forth in his weakness, and watched
in his nneonscious ills, contains in himself the
destinies of a people, the changes of a world ;
ai least, ceriain may she be that from him will
go out influences of incaleulable weal or woe.

The Maternal Relotion! A topic so impor-
tant as this has, of course, been thoroughly
exhausted ; and T would not venture to allude
to it, were it not necessary in order to give
completeness to this series of diseowrses. I
promise, however, that as I can say nothing
new upon this point, I will be brief. I would

that spring so spontaneously out of the subject.

And, as the first of these simple and appa-
rent truths, T would mention the fact that the
mother wakens earliest in the child the senti-
ment of Jove. Tt is her embrace that first vn-

simply rsiterate and urge the considerations -

<
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locks his heart, and opens its mysterions and
unfathomable issues, To her is given his first
smile. His first sense of want is relieved by
her ministrations. To her he elings with his
first idea of dependence. 'To her he looks for
protection, and with her he frels safe from
every harm. As there is no eonscious opposi-
tion to prevent the inlet of this love, as it
comes when his nature is impressible and
open, so it often remains there when all other
sympathies are bamrred out, when all other
loves have departed. Wherever he wanders,
this tie clings around his spirit, drawing him
back 1o the memories of childhood, Hardened
though he may become, we are confident that
with this tzlisman we can fouch the springs
of his better nature, petrified though it Is by
the sin of years. The face that bent above
his infancy looks in through the shadows of
his dungeon, and Hngers amid his dreams,
once more as the expression of unutterable
affection, and the signal of healing and bene-
diction. Certainly we feel that he who casts
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out and insults this love has reached the last

degree of depravily. And however wayward
man may be,-—although beadlong impulses
may drive him, and “ fierce passions shuake
him lile a reed,”” —yet oflen will he feel, as
it were, the touech of that * soft hand ™ that
rested upon his head in his youthful prayer,
and it will check and calm him. And what
earthly source of satisfaction is there saperior
to thut which he experiences when he may
witeh and minister to her deelining life; ren-
dering back in kind her early services - When

vewrs roll on, and time sets its seal wpon thai

veneruble face, how soothing to know that he |

has shed over it the Tight of consolation, and
left no cloud of sorrgw there! Thas the lasg
goze of her unfaltering love looks serenely
upon him, That he has been permitted to
emulate her sacrifice, and imitate her patience,
and commit peacefullyto her final bed she whe
watched him in his fivst,

The power of maternal love even over a
chaotic mind was touchingly illustrated in that
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ease of a mother and her idiot child, with
which, it is quite probeble, you are familiar.
He was the son of a poor widow in the north
of England. TUtterly helpless and dependent,
“he did not appear to be alive to anger or
self-defence.”  But there was one ray left to
guide him, one ligament of life 1o which he
olung. e trusted in the love of his mother.
This was his consolation and his sefeguard—
to this he looled in all his perplexity and fear.
“ His whole ocenpation, as ke sat upon the
ground, was in swinging backwards and for-
waris,”” singing, ** in & low, pathetic voice,”
an unmeaning ‘strain. Thus day by day he
sung his strange ditty, and clung te his moth-
er's presence, living on, vaeant of thought,
pimless in action. * One day,’” says the nar-
rator, “the poer woman and hev idiot boy
were missed from the market-place, and the
charity of some of the neighbors induced them
to visit her hovel. They found her dead on
her sorry couch, and the boy sitting beside

her, holding her hands, swinging, and singing
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his pitiful lay more sorrowfully than ever he
had done before. He could not speak, but
only utter a brutish gabble. Sometimes, how-
ever, he looked as if he comprehended some-
thing of what was said.” But he knew that
be had met with a loss ; for ¥ when the neigh-
bors spoke to him, he lovked op with a tear in
his eye, clasped  the cold hand more tender-
ly, and sung in a softer and sadder Ley.”
¢ Poor wreteh I” ssid they, © what shall we
do with him?* At that moment he rvesumed
his chant, and lifting two handsfull of dust
frowa the floor, sprinkled it over his Bead, and
brolke with a wild, clear, heart-piercing pa-
thos,”” into’ his monolonons and mourefol
song !

Such, then, is the effect of matemal love,
and it would be superfluous to dwell upon its
influence. By this the mother has absolute
control over the mind and hearl of her child,
while it is not felt to be control, She is qual-
ified not merely to instruet, but to educaze him

—10 draw out all the powers of his nature,

¥
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and unfold them in harmony. She penetrates
into his vers soul, and moves it to her guid-
ance by o beawsiful law of attraction, There
grows up imperceptibly beneath her moulding
sympathy o spiritual and everlasting fabrie.
Her precepts do not lie in his mind like extra-
neous facts; he has imbibed them like nutr-
ment, and they have become assimilated with
his whole charaeter. Thus she>does a work
which mere intellectual or didactie instrmetion
cannot accomplish, becavse she has the assist-
ance of the affections-—she weaves the warp
of truth into the woof of love, Her teach-
ings are to the child as the sunshine and the
air, whose agency he enjoys, but is uncon-
selous of the vital energies which they nour-
ish. Surely hete is a sphere of female influ-
ence the results of which we cannoi exagger-
ate, There is no work so Gmportant as the
formation of chavaster. The right directiun
of & human son]l may change the aspect of the
world.  She, then, who watches by the earli-

es1 springs of thought, and moulds their chan-
& e o

& i
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: nels and determines their course, wields a
power more mighty than that of the sceptre
ar the sword.

Tet us consider the importance of the ma-

ternal velation in another point of view. Not
only does a mother’s love give her access to

the mind of the child, and absolute conirol

over it, but she Impresses her infinence upon
it in its mest plastic sfate, ere it has assumed
a tendeney, or petrified into rOutine - ere it
has precipitated itself in character. So far as
any other agent is permiited to interfere with
that free will which is essentisl to moral per-
sonality, we may say that the mother fore-
" ordains the destiny of her child, The eviden-
‘ ces of this fact might be accumalated by vol-
; umes. Itis one of the most common truths.
It is indeed remarkable how almost every mas-
ter-mind of the world has acknowledged this
masernal influence. When Bacon's intellect
exploved the great field of nature, ard un-
wound link by link the chain of ma.oriul phe-

nomena, who can tell how much a mother’s
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acknowledged power informed and directed
those vast energies? The celebrated Cuvier,
** fram the extreme feebleness of his childhnod,
came almost conslantly under the care of his
mother, The sweetness of this intercourse
dwelt upon his memory thronghout his whole
life.”” Ske fostered in him that ardent desire
for knowledge which was se strong a trait in
his character, The same faet has made ss
familiar and glovious as the history of her san,
the name of - Mary, the mother of Washing-
ton.” ¢ Out of sixiy-nine monarchs who have
worn the crown of France,” says M. Martin,
“ only three have loved the people; and, re-
markable cirermstance, all three were bronght
up by their mothers.” * T shall never forget,”
said Kant, speaking of his mother, ¢ that it ja
she who caused to fruciify the good which is
in my soul.” ¢ The foture destiny of a child,”
said he who has been called the Man of Des-
tiny, ** is always the worlt of its mother.”” I
repeat, then, that a mother’s influence seerns
almost essentinl to any great achievement,

e
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Generally speaking, the distiuguishing traits
in any strongly-marked character are her own
Indeed, if the child is kept in her presence,
and under her ministration, it must be so from
the very natare of mind,

Let not woman feel, then, wlile she wields
such an influenee as this, thel she acts in an
obseure and secondary sphere, It is iruve, a
selfish vanity may erave more pomp and prom-
inence, but & noble ambition ean fill no wider
seope. It is not to be supposed that in the
majority of cases she influences any illustrious
destiny. She does not always lead out an

Ishmael upon the scene of life. But she does

influence a destiny the results of which are in-

calenlable, and which Is as preecious to her as

- her own. Bhe acts upon the world as surely
as the boy develops into the man. She is not
a public actor in the drama of human exist-
ehce, bus she appears in all its moving forms,
and in alf its history. Her influcnce is the
electric life that plays unseen amid it afl, and
projects and shapes its phenomena. That de-
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voted philanthropy is the embodiment of her
spirit—that noble achievement is the erystal-
lization of ler thought. The patriotism you
admire was kindled by her tradition and her
song. The eloquence that thrills you canght
its inspiration from her lips. The soul that
climbs the stry path of science, or explores
the crypts beneath, owes to her its direction
and its enthusiasm; and the holy life that
blesses man and glorifics God is the answer to
her prayers. Unperceived, she acts in the
bustle of the mart, and the aspirations of tha
forum, from the magistrate’s chair, in the pul-
pil, and on the throne. And the ordinary
mass of lile, with lis individual joys and éor~
rows, good and evil, 80 coromon yet so impor-
fant, is ber result. Let her not, I say agein,
complain of her sphere as undignified and ob-
scure; for as surely as she deals with incan-

' descent, character and moulds it by her touch,

so surely she acts upon the movements of so-
eiaty, and produces its results.

And in reference to this maternal relation,

ot
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let one thing more_be considered —the fact to
which T aluded in the last discourse ; and it in
that an inflyence upon her children, an influ-
ence good or bad, she must inevitably exercise.
If she neglects them, their rank and reckless
growth testifies to that neglect. T she sels
before them an evil example, itds reflected in
their lives, If she uiters light and indiffercut
words, still these find a soil in their impressi-

ble natures, If she sows the good seed, she
may expeet the rich harvest. T wish it to be
understood, that I am speaking in general
terms. T am urging no system of futalism,

nor amn I denying that there are many excep-

tions. Nesither would I conceal the responsi-
bility of the other parent. But T do not think
that T have set an important truth in too strong
a light. WMore than it is recopnized or known,
1 helieve, does the masernal relation exert an
influence. And oh! what a motive is this,
even when all others shall fail, why woman
I should be faithful in her sphere, How thril-
ling the thought that the young spirit which
g o




[

THE MATERNAL RELATION. - 211

clings to her so confidingly shall receive from
her so many elements of its weal or woe!
Mother, put back the hair from the brow of
that bright-faced boy! That enuntenance, as
vet undisturbed by care or guilt, is as serene
as heaven, TIlow do the fibres of your heart
yearn with love, as you breathe a petition for
his welfare ! Soon he will go forth to contend
with the elements of the world, and his spirit
will be tried in the {ssues of life. And now
if an omen of evil to him should fall across his
path, would not that be a shadow indeed!

Can you think that ever those featnres will |

become bloated, those eyes grow fiendish?

That those lips, now wreathed with a smile,

shall breathe the fumes of inebriety; that his
playful voice shall break out in oaths and blas-
phemies? But now how many a mother could
tell you that she has had two bright-haired
boys like yours, She laid her hand in bless-
ing on their heads. - They mingled in all her
happiest dreams of the future. But one died
in his youth, and how 4id it wring her heart

e
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to lay him with his suony brow down in his
little grave! The other grew up—to run =
career of profiigacy and shame. And, per-
haps, though it is hard to say it, that mother
ﬁay tell you, that sconer than see him thus,
she could have laid him, in the freshness of
his boyish beanty, sidé by side with the other,
in his green and silens bed! And now, oh
mother ! would you prevent such a result, that
seems worse than death? TRemember how
much of that child’s destiny les within your
eontrol !

Not alone, then, for the results upon society
and upon the world, but because of its own |
welfare, will you heed the influence you exert
upon that young spirit. DNay, seel not in its
promise the gratification of your pride and
of his vanity. Seek not that he may he great,
or rich, or faimous. But, of all things, with
labor and with prayer, seek that his may be
that ifheritance of virlue, that indwelling, re-
penerating, preserving power of religion, which

shall direct his feet, snd make hiz conduct
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blessed. Place him, by your teachings, by
your example, by the leadings of your earnest
love, in the Good Shepherd’s care. Vears
will roll on, and he will pass out from heneath
your eye. His presence will be with you less
frequently.  But what thought will cheer you,
and supply the void which he shall leave?
T'he thaught of his usefulness, his virtue, his
piety. The thought that your toils, your sac-
rifices, your prayers, have been instruments of
malking him what he is. The thonght that he,
that community, that God, blesses you. I can-
not think that I have exaggerated your infiu-
ence. Ilook upon your relation 4s a mother
almost with awe, In the secresy of home you
are touching the springs of vast and inconceiv-
ahle consequences. But in this arduous duty
you do not depend upen your own strength.
He who heard the voice of Hagar will listen
to your prayers; He who guided the destinies
of' her child will watch and conduet yours.
You may have noticed a picture which illus-

trates in some respeets your pesition. It is of
B —- @
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2 mother, who, with her infant child, has failen
from the deek of a vessel, at sea. The wild
waves dash around her, and exhaust her
strength.  Yet stil] she clings to her infant,
and holds him up, above the hungry biflows,
shouting — ¢ Save my child 1" The waves
prow wilder; thick mists swim before her
eyes; the sea now flings her close to the ship,
now madly dashes her back, Still, not of
herself she thinks, bus of him whom she holds
aloft, erying — *.Save my child!”’ And lo!
from that vessel a strong arm is reached down,
snd they are saved, Mother ! amid the sweep-
ing temptations of life, in the vortex of the
world, bear up in the arms of love, and with
the prayer of faith, that chidd of thine, and a |
Redeeming Hand shall be reached down from
heaven.

These, then, are the suggestions which I
would make respecting the Maternal Relation,
and its importance as a sphere of femszle infln-

ence. And if anvthing can canse the young

woman 1o regard the responsibilities of that

B — -
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E influence, ‘surely the considerations which 1

have just urged must do so. &he thus learns
that she eanmot live isolated. Her action af
feets innumerable relations with which she is
bound up. Let her refleet upon this. Tet
her apply these truths to her heart and her
life. Thus will she learn the importance of
those duties which in these discourses I have
laid before her. The words I have uttered
will not fall unheeded upon her ears; but will
sinl info her mind, and influence her conduct.

- And now, in drawing this series to a close,
1 thank you for your atteniion, and invoke
upon my labors the blessing of God. 1 kiow
that I have not thoroughly treated the subjects
whieh I have handled, but let the performance

be judged by the intention. [ did not contern-

plate minuteness of detail, or an exhaustive
method.. Many topies which belong to a se-
ries like this, and which are of intevest, I have
donbiless omitted. Some [ have but glunced
at. And if concerning the rest I have not
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spoken all that I might, I am consoled by the
assurance that upon these points, and upon
everything pertaining to-the generai subject,
others have said almost all that can be. As
I remarked in a previous lecture, I refer you
for minute and full instruetion upon all that iy
of interest to young women, to the many excel-
lent worls that within these few years have
been written with that view. By object has
heen to suggest to you certain great principles
of Gfe and action. To lead you to reflect upon
your position and your duties. If T have in
any degree attained such a result, T shall be
sasisfied and thankful. And as I bid favewel]
to thiz work, I bag vou onee more o consider
the sphere in which you are placed, your rela-
tions and vespuvsibilities, and to aet therein
with all dilizence and faithfulness. And may
yours be a course which, if not unchequered
with evil, shail be one of noble discipline, of
dutiful endeavor, of constant aspiration. DMay
every joy be chastened by gratitude and

| thoughtfulness, and every sorrow sanctified as

98




THE MATERNAL RELATION. 217

an agent of heaven. May each Iabor yield fer
you its intrinsic reward, and eall down upon
your heads the approval of God. Thus will
you secure the great ends of your being, and
fully improve the relations aned vieissiludes of
Kife.

The season suggests the propriety of this
strain of remark. AsT speak, time casts the
shadow of a period that always invites ws to

serious meditation.  Fivery stroke of the elock

is an emphatic homily, and every beating puise

counts off distinetly another vanished morment.
The doys wane speedily into shadew, acd the
winds whisper the requism of the dying yoar.
And if thus startled at the passage of our mosr

tal state, and the quick decay of all maiesizl ¥
things, we are roused o ask —* What is sar
- life ¥’ let ns answer this question not by refa:

ence to temporal associations, but to spiii: el

"vesults. Our life consists in the value of

deeds; in intensity of being, not in length of
years, * Our life is what we make 1"
an insignifieant game, or a noble wial; a
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dream, or a reality ; a play of the senses worn
aut in selfish use, and flying “ swifter than a
weaver’'s shuttle,” or an ascension of the soul,
by duily duties and unfaltering faith, to mare
spiritual relations and 1o loftier toils ; to the _ A
company of the immortal, to the presence of
God, and the fellowship of Christ,
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