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UN IVERSA_L SALVATION
THE DOCTRINE OF THE BIBLE.

The suthor of these pages proposes, in the brief-
est and silmplest manner of which he is capable, to
set forth the leading Scripiural arguments in favor
of the doctrine of Universal Salvation, He will
not attempt to exhaust the subject, nor will he en-
deavor to explain what are called “The Diffleult.
Passages,” that is, those that are popularly supposed
to teach a different doctrine. Remanding that fask
— & perfectly easy one— to anothet volume, & proper
companion to this, he will only atiempt, §n thess
pages, to pregent the prominent considerations that
are contained In the Bible in support of the final
redemption of all souls. In this important task he
invokes the henediction of Almighty Grod; praying
that any word herein contained, that is false, may
perish, fruitless, while whatever is in harmony with
the Divine Oracles may bring forth many good re-
gults in the promotion . of truth and righteousness
in the world.
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[ THE SILENCE OF GOD, .

The first thonght that astonishes the mind when
the Beriptures are consulted on this great question;
by one who has taken for granted that they teach
endless torture, for any part of the human family,
1s

THE SILENCE OF GOD.

The Almighty Father of the human family would
not fail, at the very beginning of human history,
to anmounce to his children the penalty of sin. Te

.eonceal such a doon as that of endless torment from

any would be cruel treachery towards those whom
he had created, and who would have the right to
know all the consequences of disobedience. And
yet only limited- consequences — temporal punish-
ments—were threatened at the annountement of the
law to Adam, or when the penalty of their sin was
referred to, in the history of the earliest trans-
gressors. If endless punishment were true, it would
be stated as the fhreatened penalty of the original
ein. - :

ADAM'S PUNISHMENT.,

Bnt Adam waa neither before nur afterward told
that he had incurred or should recelve endless wo
Herae is the law, and its penalty:

And the Lord God took the man and put him into
the Garden of Eden to dress it and keep it, And
the Lord God commanded the man, saylng, Of every
tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat; buv of
the free of theknowledge of good and evil, thou shalt
not eat of i6: for in the doy that thou eatest theraof thou
sholt surely die, Gen, ¥ 1L—17; :

Adam died as the penalty of his sin, How? This
threatened death is not (1.) of the body, for physi-
cal diseolution wag the natural result of physical
organization, and the death threatened was to be
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“in the day he sinned.” His hody did not diein that
day. (2) It was not eternal death for the game
reason. He certainly went to no endiless hell #in
the day™ of his transgression., It was (3.) a moral,
Epiritnal death, from which recovery is feasible.
Paul deseribes it:

Having the understanding darkened, belng alien-
ated from the life of God through the ignorance
that iz in them, because of the blindness of their
hearts, Iph. v: 18. You hath he guickensd who
were dead in trespasses and sins. Eph, 46 7, -

Jesns describes it in the parable of the Prodigal

8on; :
It was meet that we should make merry and be
glad; for this, thy brother, was dead and is alive
again, and was lost and is found. Luke av: 32,
See, I have set before thee this day life and good,
and death and evil. I call heaven and earth to re-
cord this day against you, that T have set before
you life and desath, blessing and cCursing: therefore
choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live.
Deut, xxxe: 16—18, .

Adam died this kind of death and no other *in
the day™® he sinned. The death God threatened was
in thig life, The devil denied this penalty. If it
was any different from that threatened, then the
devil told the truth. This penalty iz described in
the language wmsed toward Adam after he had
ginned: .

And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hark-
ened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of
the tree, of whichlcommanded thee, gaying, Thou
shalt not eat of it: eursed’is the ground for thy
sake; in sorrow shalt thoun eat of it all the days of
thy life; thorns also and thistles'shall it bring forth
to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; in

the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat hrend, till thou
return unto the ground: for out of it wast thow
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takenj for dust thon art, and unto dust shalt thom
return. Gen. #15: 17—19,

Would all these consequences be so fully described,
and the one of surpassing importance he concealed?
Would God perpetrate a “snap judgment® on his
poor deluded creatures? Impossible. Our first pa-
rents died in trespasses and sins, as dlid the prodigal,
“in the day” they sinned. The whole penalty to
which Adam or any other should ever be liable was
fully described, but not a word of endless punish-
ment 1s there, '

CAIN'S PUNISEMENT,

The case of Cain is equally explicit. 'What pen-
alty did the first murderer experience? Here it i
fully stated: '

And the Lord God said unto Cain, Where is Abel
thy brother? And he said, I know not; Am I my
brother’s keeper? And he said, What hast thoun
done? the voice of thy brother’s blood erieth unto

‘me from the ground. And now art thou cursed
from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to
receive thy brother’s blood from thy hand, When
thoun tillest the ground it shall not henceforth yield
unto thee her strength; a fugitive and a vagabond
shalt thou be in the earth; And Cain said unto the
Lord, my punishment i3 more than I can bear. Be-
hold, thiou hast driven me out this day from the face
of the earth; and from thy face shall I be hid;and I
ghall be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth;
and 1t shall come to pass, that every one that find-
eth me shall slay me. Gen. #o; 18,

Not a word of endless punishment for thiz great-
est of crimes. “A fugitive and a vagabond in the
earth,” not torment in an endlees hell, 18 the punish-
ment of the 8rst murderer. His punishments were
all temporal, and were 50 understood by him. Isit

credible that in addition to all this an endless hell
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was In gtore for this first fratricide, and not a word
said of the awfal doom?

THE ANTEDILUVIANS

Read the detailed account of the Flood and of
multitudes of antecedent transactions for the
long period of more than seventeen hundred years,
and not an instance can be found in which any
other than temporal and limited consequences are
dederibed as the resuls.of sinfulness.

THE DELUGE.

The wicked people who were overwhelmed by the
deluge were not threatened with endless punish-
ment. Noah, the first great “ preacher of righteous-
ness,” { Titus 4i: b,) did not say a word of it when
he announced the flood. He threatened drowning,
but said nothing of post mortem sufferings. Would
he have spoken of this comparatively slight disaster,
and concesl the enormous one of endless suffering,
if he knew anything of it?

And, behold, I, even I, do bring a floed of waters
upen the earth to destroy all flesh, wherein i3 the
breath of life, from under heaven;and everything
that is in the earth shall die. Gen, vi: 17, The
earth also was corrupt before God; and the earth
was filled with violence. And God looked upon the
earth, and, behlold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had
corrugrt,_ed his way upon the earth. And God said
unto Noah, the end of all flesh is come before me;
for the earth is filled with violence through themj
and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.
And every iiving substance was destroyed which
was upon the face of the ground, both man, and cat-
tle, and the creeping things, and the fowl of the
heaven; and they were destroyed from the earth:
and Noah enly remained alive, and they that were
with him in the ark, Gen.o;11—13;23,

Just think of charging God with describing the
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10 S0DOM AND GOMORRAH.

height of the waters, the amolnt of the floed, the
number of days, and gll the small particulars of a
limited penalty, and entirely overlocking the dread-
ful fate in store for the millions destroyed!

S80DOM AND GOMORRAH,

Nothing is said of endless punishment in connee-
tion with the wicked people of Sodom and Gomor-
rah.

Then the Lord God rained upon Sodom and upon
Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord ont of
heaven ;and he overthrew those cities and all the
plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and all that
which grew upon the ground. And Abraham gat
up early in the morning to the place where he stood
before the Lord, and he looked toward Sodom and
Gomorrak, and toward all the land of the plain,and

" beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the country went up

as the smoke of a furnace. Glen. wie: 2428,

The fire and brimstone that these people suffered
were here, in this world. And that it was Hmited
is evident from the following:

"For the punishment of the iniquity of the daugh-
ter of my people is greater than the punishment of the sin
of Sodom, that was overthrown as In a moment, and
no handg stayed on her, ZLam. fv: 6.

Jerusalem experienced a greater punishment than
Sodein, a8 we know from the words of Jesus:

Then shall be great tribulation, such as was not
since the beginning of the world to this time. No,
nor ever shall be. Matt, zxiv: 21.

All thisshows that the suffering was in this world.
The Sodomites never received a hint that they
were exposed to endless punishment, nor iz there
any record that they ever went to such a doom.

VARIQUS INSTANCES.

The wicked whose character is degeribed from

Adam fo Moses, a period of twenty-five huadred
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years, are never threatened with endless punish-
" ment, nor 1s it ever said o have been visited npon
any. The builders of Babel, Joseph’s brethren,
Pharaoh, many wicked people are there fhireatened
_and punished, but not a word is said of endless
punishment, Is it credible that for twenty-five
hundred years God should have led men along to
" the brink of the grave, threatening them with all
" gorts of things, and entirely conceal this doom,
which, if true, should have been reiterated to all
from the cradle to the grave?

The punishments of gin are thus described two
thousand five hundred years after Adam:

It shall come to pass, If thou wilt not hearken
unte the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe to
do all his commandments and statutes which I com-

- mand thee this day; that all these curses shall coma
upon thee, and overtake thee: Cursed shalt thou be
in the city, and cursed shalt thou be in the field,
Cursed ehiall be thy basket and thy store. Cursed
shall be the fruit of thy body, and the finit of thy
land, the increase of thy ecattle, and the flocks of
thy sheep. Cureed shalt theon be when thou comest
in, and cursed shalt thou be when thou goest out,
The Lord shall send upon thee cursing, vexation
and' rehuke in all that thou settest thine hand unte
for to do, . . e shall smite thee with consump-
tion, and with a fever, with blasting and mildew;
etc. In the morning thou shalt say * Would God it
were even,” and at even thou shalt say, * Would
God it were morning.”  Deut. xxvifi: 15 —29, 67,

‘All through the O0ld Testament, subsequent to
the enunciation of the law, the wicked who are
spoken of are never threatened with any but tem-
poral penalties., Abimelech is a case in point:

Thus God rendered the wickedness of Abimelech,

- which he did unto his father, in slaying his seventy
brethren, Judges iz 56, :

B0 with Ahithophel, the snielde:
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And when Ahithophel saw that his counsel was
not followed, he put his household in order, and
hanged himself, and died, and was buried in the
sepulchre of his father. I, Sam. xvid; 23.

Is it asked how this suicide was punished? Paul
answers: ‘

Somé men's sins are open beforehand, going be-
fore to judgment, I Tim. o 24 ’

Hence Paul tells us that under the Law
Hvery transgression and disobedience recetved @ just
recompense of reward. Heb, ii: 2

Now for four thousand years every wicked act
was fully punished in this lfe, “Every transgres-
sion and disobedience received a just recompense of
reward.” Would God have an endless hell and keep
it a secret from the world for four thousand years?
Would he keep sinners for four thousand years from
a hell he had made, and then use it as a prison for
other sinners no worse? Noj the silence of God for
forty centuries is a demonstration that he had no
such place reserved for any of hischildren,

If God all the time he was threatening these lim-

-ited consequences of sin, infended to inflict & doom
compared to which all these are as nothing, then he .
deceived the people, for this is the full statement of
the faw:-

These are the statutes and judgments and laws,
which the Lord made between him and the children
of Israel in mount Sinai by the hand of Moses. Lew.
xxvis 46. .

The laws of Moses enumerate many forms of

; punishment, many different penalties, but never
| lisp 2 hint of endless wo.

i THE TESTIMONY OF SCHOLARS.

That endless punichment i3 not revealed in the
law, the wisest theologians of all creeds agree:




THE TESTIMONY OF 3CHOLARS. 13

WARBURTON: In the Jewish Republie, both the
rewards and punishments promised by heaven were
temporal only. Such as health, long life, peace,
plenty, and dominion, ete. Diseazes. premature
death, war, famine, wans, subjections, and captivity,
este. And in no one place of the Mosaic Institutes
is there the least mention, or inteiligible hint, of
the rewards and punishiments of another life—

 Din, Leg, wol tid—Jamx: We have not authority,
therefore, decidedly to say, that any other motives
were hold out to the ancient Hebrews to pursue the
good and aveid the evil, than those which were de-
xlved from the rewards and punishments of this life,
Archaeology ». 398, — MiLMan: The law-giver
( Mozes ) maintaing ‘a profound silence on that fun-
damentel article, if not of political, at least of re-
ligicus legislation —rewards and punishments in
another life. He substituted temperal chastise-
ments and temporal blessings, On the violation of
the constitution fellowed inevitably blighted har-
vests, famine, pestilence, defeal, captivity; on its
maintenance, abundance, health, froitfulness, vie-
tory, independence, IHow wonderfully the event
verified the predietion of the inspired legislator!
How invariably apostasy led to adversity—repent-
ance and reformation to prosperity! Hist. Jews,
vol. &.—DR. CAMPRELL : It Is plain that in the
013 Testament the most profound silenee is ob-
served In regard to the state of the deceased, their
joys and sorrows, happiness or misery.

If, then, the penalties of sin are limited in dnra-
tion, we can understand this reticence, even though
those penalties should continue in the future state,
but if God meant all the time he was thus declaring
temporal consequences, to inflict endless tormens,
he was deceiving hig children— animpossible sup-
position.

‘Were endless punishment. true, the Garden of
F.den should have sighed the awful tidings from all
its leaves, it should have ;men thundered from the
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rocky pulpit of Sinai, and have been shrieked into
the ears of every transgressor from Adam down,
Wonld a good being, a Father, would a decent be-
ing, any one betier than a demon, sum up and
partienlarize a score of trivial penalties, and con-
ceal the one that should be mentioned most of all?
Would a wicked human king threaten three months?
imprisonmeut, say, for crime, and then behead the
eriminal, when convicted, all the time concealing
from him this capital penalty? Is it supposable
that God would stay to talk ahout drought, and
fever, and seab, and itch, when he had intended to
burn, or even to imprison in an endless hell? Such
a supposition is too enormous for the human mind
to cherish. ‘

The silence of God for four thousand years, the
facet that he never hinted at such a doom, demon-
strates that it was not then lmpending, and if not
then, under the severe dispensation of Moses, it is
impossible that it should be found in the milder
message of the Gospel of the grace of God.

Now all Christiang admit that the people in the
times of the OQld Testament accepted the doctrine
of the resurrection. Is not the fact that nothing is
said to the contrary prime feciz evidence that the
resurrection state was by them regarded as one in
which all was to be well? Is not the silence of the
Scriptures coneerning any evil fate there, a powerful
argument in behalf of the New Testament doctrire
of the resurrcetion, that all there are equal to the
angels?

But let us proceed to some of the most striking
of the positive declarations teaching universal sal-
vation. We adduce first:
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. THE PROMISE TQ ADAM,

While we would not clalm that God gave to Adam
a distinct declaration that our flrst parent under-
stood to mean universal salvation, we are certain
that he gave him the germ of that sublime result
when he announced the econsequences of the warfare
between man and evil, After Adam had sinned,the
first promise was given:

1 will put enmity between thee (the serpent,) and
the woman, and between thy seed and her geed; it
ghall bruise thy head and thou shalt bruise his heel,
Gen. i, 15, . .

This was an announcement of the destruction of
Satan, the tempter and enemy of man, inasmueh as
a wound on the head of a serpent indicates his de-
stroction, while a wounnd on the heel of man is not
irremediable. What {a the serpent? It is ex-
plained as follows: :

Every man is tempted when he is drawn away of
his own lust and enticed, From whence come wars
and fighting amongst you? comse they notb hence,
eveln of the lusts that war in your members ? Jomes,
trldsin e 1, : .

But Sacan and hiz works, the lusts and sins of
manking, are to be destroyed:

Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of
fiesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part
of the same; that throngh death he might destroy
him that had the power of death, that is, the devil,
and deliver them who, through fear of deatl, were,
all their Jife~time, subject to hondage. Heb, 1: 14,
15. Far this purpose the Son of God was manifested,
that he might destroy the works of the devil, 7 John
#it: 8. 8o Death and Hell were cast into the lake of
fire. Rev. xz: 14. o

And the apostle exulted over their destruction:

Oh Death where is thy sting? Oh Grave where
g thy vietory? I Cor. zv: 55
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16 THE ABRAHAMIC PROMISE,

The promise to- Adam was fulfilled in Christ, who
came to vanguish the vanguisher, and who placed in
eperation those means that will result in delivering
man from all his foes, death, hell, the devil, and the
works of the devil., The originel promise to Adgm
contained in embryo the tdea of universal deliverance
through Christ,

THE ABRAHAMIC PROMISE.

How can any belfever in the Bible escape the con-
cluston that the reconeiliation of all men to God is
taught in the promise to Abraham?

Now the Lord had said unto Abraham, Get thee
out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from
thy father’s house, unto a land that ¥ will shew thee;
and I will make of thee a great nation, and I will
bless thee, and make thy name great; and thoushalt
be a b]essfng; and I will blees them that bless thee;
and curse him that curseth thee; and in thee shall
all families of the earth be blegsed, Gen.xéi: 1—3
And the Angel of the Lor called unto Abrahan out
of heaven tle second .ime and said, By myself I
have sworn, saith the Lord, or because thoun hast
done this hing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine
ouly son, that in blessing I will bless thee, and in
multiplying, I will multiply th7 seed a8 the stars of
the heaven, and as the sand which is  pon the sea
ghore: and thy eed gshall possess the gate of his ene-
mies:and n thy seedshall all the nations of the earth
be blessed; because thou hast obeyed vy voice, Gen.
axii 116—18, Ye are the children of the prophets,
and of the covenant which God made with our
fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall
all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. Unto you
Jrst God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to
bless you, in tarning away every one of you from
his iniguities. .Aets 482 206, 26, : )

I, Ris a Universal Promise. Every humsn belng
who ever lived or ever shall live is neluded in “ all

the natlons families and kindreds of the earth.”

[P
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I1, The blessing is Cheistian Sulvation, Now to
Abraham and his seed were the promises made, He
eaith not, And to seeds, as ‘of mauny; but ag of one,
and to thy seed which is Christ. Gal @186,

1. R consists in & Gospel Blessing, And the
Scripture, foresesing that God would justify the
hsathen through faith, preached before the Gospel
to Abraham, saying: In thee shall ¢¥l nations be
blessed. Gal. 61 8.

IV. EisSulvation from Sin, throogh faith, Know
ye therefore, that they which are of faith, the same
are the children of Abraham, And the seripture fore-
seeing that God would Justify the heathen through
Jaith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, say-
ing, In thee all nations shall be blessed. So then they
which be of faith are blessed with falthful Abraham,
Gal. it 7,8, 9. It included the murderers of Christ,
But ye denied the Holy One,and the Just, and de-
sired a murderer to be granted unio you; And
killed the prince oflife, whom God hath raised from
the dead: whereof we are wituesses, Ye are the
children of the prophets, and of the covenant which
God made with our fathers, saying unto Ahraham,
Andinthy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be
blessed. Uuto you first, God, having raised up his
Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, fn turning away
e'gery one of you from his iniguities. Acts évi: 14, 16
25, 26.

V. Eistobe fulfillad in the resurrection, And now
Istand and am judged for the hope of the promise
made of God unto our fathers; unto whieh promise
cour twelve tribes, instantly serving God day and
night, hope to come. For which hope’s sake, xing
Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews, Why should
it be thought a thing incredible with you, that
God should raise the dead? Aeots. zxwis 8, 8,
Which hope we have a8 an anchor of the soul, both
sure and steadfast, and which entereth into that
within the veil whither the forerunner is for us
entered, even Jesus, made a high priest forever after
the order of Melehisedee, Heb, vir 19; 20,

V1. B has been attested by the Outh of God. For
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when God made promise to Abraham, becanse he
could swear by no greater, he sware by himself, say-
ing,surely, Messing T will bless thee, and multiplying,
I will multiply thee, And so, after he had patiently
endured, he obtained the promise. For men verily
swear by the greater; and an oath for confirmation
is t0 them an end of all strife. Wherein God, wil-
ling more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of
prowmise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed
it by an oath;chat by two immutable things, in
which it was impossible for God to lle, we might
have a strong consclation, who have fied for refuge
to lay hold upon the hope set before us; which-hope
we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and
steadfast, and which entereth into that within the
vail: whither the forerunner is for us entered, even
Jesus made a high priest forever after the order of
Melchisedec, Heb, vi: 13 —20. -

VI, Muan's unbeligf will not prevent its fulfilment.
For what if some did not believe ? shall their unbe-
llef make the fauith of God without effect? God
forbid: yea, let God be true, bug every man a liar:
as it is written, 'U'hat thou mightest be justified in
thy sayings, and mightest ¢vercome when thon art
judged. Rom #i: §—8, 1f we believe nhot, yet
he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself. II Z'%m,
e 13, ’ .

VIII. Man's discbedience will nol chooys exists
And this I say, that the covenant that was con-
firmed before of God in Christ, the law, which was
four handred and thirty years after, can not disan-
nul, that it shonld make the promise of none eftect. .
Gal, i 17,

IX., All the conditions ars to be complied with, and
it is a0 certain that it is spoken of as already ac-
complished. And the Lor! said, Shall T hide from
Abraham that thing whieh 1 do; seeing shat Abra-
hani shall sure]y bheeome & great and mighty nation,
and all the nations of the aarth shall be blessed in
him? - Gen. woiii 17,18, .

X, Abreham bdelisved #. Kven as -Abraham be-
lisved God, and it was accounted to him for
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righteousness. Gel #f: 6. He staggered not at
the promise of God through unbelief; but was
strong in faith, giving glory to God; and being
fully persuaded, that what he had promised, he wasg
able also to perform. And, therefore, it was impu-
ted to him for righteousness, Rom. v 20,

X1, Al Chrisitans arereguired to beligve it. Now,
it was not written for his sake alone, that it was
imputed to him: But for us also, to whom it shall
beimputed, if we believe oh him that raised up
Jesus our Lord from the dead.. Who was delivered
for our offences, and was ralsed again for our justi-
fication, Rom, v 23 —326.,

. Thus God’s promise to Abraham iz (1) a universal
one, (2) of Christian salvation, (8) consisting in a
Gospel blessing, (4) of deliverance from sin, includ-
ing even the murderers of Christ, {5) and will be
finally fulfilled in the resurrection, to which {6) the
oath as well as (7) the promise of God is pledged,
and (8) against which man’s unbelief, (9) and sin-
fulness will not always be opposed, but (10} all the
conditions will be complied with, and it is so clearly
stated that (11) Abraham believed is, and enjoyed
the righteousness that comes through faith, and (12)
all men are under obligations to szee in Christ the
promised seed that will deliver humanity from sin,
~Can Beriptural demonstration go beyond this posi-
tive language ?

THE PROMISES TO THE OBEDIENT

In the 01d Testament teach that Immortal bless-
edness is not, but that limited happiness and pros«
perity are the reward of goodness:

He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most
High shall abide under theshadow of the Almighty.
Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by nighty
nor for the arrow that flieth by dwy; Nor for the
pestilonce that walketh in darkness; nor for the de~
straction that wasteth at noonday. He shall call
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. upon me, and I will answer him; T will be with him

in trouble; 1 will deliver him, and henor him. With
long life will I satisfy him, and show him my splva-
tlon, Ps, x0i1-16, Greatpeace have they which love
thy law : and nothing shall offend them. Ps. exiz: 165,
The steps of a goo?l man are ordered by the Lord;
and he delighteth in his way. Though he fall he
shall not be utterly east down: for the Lord up-
holideth him with his hand. I have been young,ani
now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous for-
saken, nor his seed bogging bread. He 1s ever mer
ciful, andlendeth; and his seed is blessed. Ps, xxxvil:
23 —25. Thou wilt keep him In perfect peace, whose
mind ig stayed on thee; because he trustesh in thee,
Tsa. xawt: 3. My son, forget not my law, but let thine
heart keep my commandments, tor length of days
and long life, and peace shall they add to thee, T.et
not mercy and truth forsake thee; bind them about
thy neck: write them upon the table of thinehears:
B0 shalt thou find favor and good understanding in
the sight of God and man. Prov, {#i: 1—4, See, I have
get before thee this day life and good, and death
and evil in that I comtand thee this day to love
the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, and to keep
his commandments, and his statutes, and hiz judg-
ment3 that thou mayest live and mulsiply ; and the
Lord thy God shall bless thee 1n the land whither
thou goest to possess 1t.  Deus, zzx; 156—16. And
it shall come to pass, if thou shalf hearken diligently
to the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe and to
do all his commandments which I command thee this
day, that the Lord thy God will set thee on high

" above all nations of the earth: And all these bless-

inga shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thon
shalt hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God,
Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shaly
thou be in the field. Bleszed shall be the fruit of thy
body,and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy
cattle, the inerease of thy kine, and the flocks of -
thy sheep. Blessed shalt he thy basket and thy
store. Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in,
and blest shalt thon be when thon goest ouf., The
Lord shall eause thine enemies that rise up against
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thee to be smitten before thy face: they shall come
ont against thee one way, and flee before thee seven
ways. 'L'he Lord shall command the blesssing upon
thee in thy storehouses, and in all that thou settest
thioe hand anto; and he shall bless thee in the land
which the Lord thy God giveth thee. The Lord
shall establish thee a holy people unto himself, as
he hath sworn unte thee, if thou shalt keep the
commaudments of the Lord thy God, and walk in
hiz ways. And all people of the earth shall see that
thou art called by the hame of the Lord; and they
shall be afraid of thee, And the Lord shall make

thee plentecuns in goads, in the frunit of thy body} .

and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit o
thy ground,in the land which the Lord sware unto
thy fathers to give thee. Tho Lordshall open unto
thee his good treasure, the heaveu to give the rain
-unto thy land in his seazon, 4nd to bless all the
work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many
nations, and theu shalt not berrow. And the Lord
ghall make thee the head and not the tail; and thoun
ghalt be above only, and thou shalt not be bendath;
i that thon hearken unto the commandments of the
‘Lord thy God, which I command thee this day, te
observe and to do them, Dewt, wewifi; 1—13,

This was the reward, and the extent of it, of well

doing. Exactly opposite were

THE THREATS TO THE WICKED,
These were not endless but limited, not liereafter

. but here, .

Thorns and stares are in the way of the froward,
Prov.axdl: 6, A fruitful land into barrenness, for the
wickedness of them that dwell thevein, Ps. evif: 46.
The wicked ara like the troubled sea, when it ecan-
not rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. There
iz no peace saith my God, to the wicked, Bea. Wit
20,21, 'Thisis the portion of u wicked man with
God, and the heritage of the oppressors, which
they shall receive of the Almighty. 1f hischildren
be multiplied, it is for the sword; and his offspring
shall not be satisfied with bread. Those that re-
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main of him sghall be buried in death: and his
widows shall not weep. Though he heap up silver
as the dust, and prepare raiment as the elay ;he may
prepare it, but the just shall put it ¢n, and the in-
noeent shall divide the silver. He hbuildeth his
house as a moth, and as a booth that the keeper
maketh. The rich man shall lie down but he shall
not be gathered; he openeth his eyes, and he is not,
Terrors take hold on him as waters, a lempest
stealeth him away in the night. The east wind
carrieth him away, and he departeth:and asa storm
hurleth him out of his place. For God shall east
upon him, and not gpare: he would fain flee out of
his hand., Men shall clap their hands at him and,
shall hiss him out of his place. Job. xxvii: 13 —23,

To attempt to quote all the passages that feach
this doctrine would be to cite every precept and

every declaration in the Old Testament. All that

refers to Adam, Cain, the Antediluvlans, Sodom and
Gomorrah, Lot's Wife, Pharaoh, the Egyptians,
Ahab, Solomon, Jeroboam, Abgalom, Amnon, David,
the Israelites, teaches that all are visited by limited,
temporal punishments and pains,.and the doctrine
is continually taught, that after the wrath of God
has run its full career in pain and penalty to the
transgressor, the Divine Merey remains unspent
and inexhaustible.

GATHERRD TO THEIRE FATHERS,

The reader of the Old Testament is frequently .

met by passages that demonstrate that the ancieng
worthies who-spoke as they were moved by the
Holy Spirit, cherighed thiz sublime faith. Is not
this the teaching of such passages as these:

Then Abraham gave np the ghost, and died in a

" good old age, an old man, and full of years; and

was gnthere& to his people. And these are the
yeara of the life of Ishmael, a hundred and thirg
and seven years: and he gave up the Ghost and died,
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and was gathered fo his people. And Isaac gave
up the ghost, and died, and was gathered unto his
people, heing old and full of days. Andwhen Jacob
had made an end of commanding hig song, he gath-
ered up his feet into the bed, and yielded up the

host, and was gathered unto his people. Gen. aww:

17 5 v+ 291 wifny 83, .

They all went to *one place” to meet the “great
majority,” and there is no hint that any part of
them went to any endless prison house, Indeed,
the testimony is that at death all go to God,

THE SPIRIT RETURNS TO GOD.

Sclomon declared, wlen describing the dissolntion
of the body:

Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was:
and the spirit shall returtrunto God who gave it.
Feel, ati: 1. :

He depicts the destiny of every member of the
body: the “Lkeepers of the house the hands; the
“strong men,” the legs; “the lookers out at the
windows,” the eyes; “the silver cord,” the spinal mar-
row; “the golden bowl” the skully * the pitcher at
the fountain, the wheel at the cistern,” the heart
all these become qust. Would he not fell us thefate
of the soul? Hs does. It *returns to God whe
gave ity There, in the hands of ft8 maker and
awner, it cannot fail to be cared for.

THE FATE OF AMNON.

Incidental passages frequently occur in the 0ld
Testament showing that the Bible worthies enter-
tained the idea that the next state of existence is
an improved oue, even to those who die in sin, We
find an instance where it reads:

Aud the soul of King David longed to go forth
unto Absalom, for he was comforted concerning
Amuon seeing he was dead. II Sam. ziii: 39,

B
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The xing of Israel loved his two sons, but when
the wickeder of them died, he felt at ease concern-
ing him, was even comforted, while he still mourned
over the Jliving one. Why? Tecause habelievedin
his heart that he had gone where *the wicked cease
from troubling and the weary are atrest.,” Job i
17, Would David have been comforted concerning
his son whe committed a horrible and nameless
erime, and died drunk, had he believed that he had
gone to a world of endless torment? No, he was
comforted because he believed he had bettered his
-condition. This harmonizes with what his son
Solemon subsequently said: )

B0 I returned, and considered all the oppressions
that are done under the sun: and hehold the tears of
such a8 were oppressed, and they had no comforter;
and on the side of their oppressors there was power;
but they had no eomforter, Wherefore I praised
the dead which are already dead, more than the
living which are yet alive.  Zeel fv: 1,2,

When the-wise seer uttered these words millions
of gsinners had died—the ante-diluvians, the people
. of the wicked cities, and multitudes besides, and
vet he could say of the dead—all the dead —they
are more to be praised, that is, better off, than the
living, He therefore agreed with his father David
that those who leave this world improve their con-
dition. He teaches that those whe lay aside what
Paul calls “the hody of this death,” our earthly
nature, are in improved relations, They cannot,
therefore, be in a state of ceaseless torment, but
must be in a world where Divine disciplines are
being administered, for the purpose of working out
the redemption of the sinner. The dead are not
more to be praised than the living unless they are
better, purer, holier; and no father, loving a sonm,
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could be ecomforted because he was dead, unless he
believed in his heart of hearts that he was better,
happier, and so better off than when living, David
mourned over wicked Absalom, living, but was
reconciled, “ coMrorTEL,” a8 he thought of wicked
Amnon, dead. The dead son must have been better
oif than the living sou.

Let us glance at a few of the declarations in the
Gid Testament, confessedly less numerous and less
explicit than those of the New Testament, and yet
acveloping the increasing purpose that grows and
augments from the beginning to the end of Reve-
lation.

KFOWLEDGE OF GOD GIVES PEACE.

Jybsays: “Acqguaint thyself with God and be'as
peaze, Job, mxii: 21, If he were the being the
ereeJs describe, the better we knew him the more
we snould be tormented. Ignorance of his character
wourl be the soul’s bliss, But the hetter he is

known the more peace the soul enjoys. Hence he

must be incapable of torturing the soul forever, or
punithing it more than its good demands. It is
ignerance of Gaod that makes the soul unhappy,
while knowledge of him renders the soul peaceful.
Henece it follows that God has no attribute that
would harm or lnjure. To know his purposes, to
understand his disposition, to see him as he is,
gives joy. -
GOS8 ANGER IS LIMITED

A great number of passages of Scripture speak of
wlLat the Bible calls God's anger or wrath— meaning
thereby his disapprobation and punishment of sin
—ag limited, brief and destined to end, frequently
contrasting it with his merey, which, it is said,
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will never end, and declaring that the soul of man
could not exist as the vietim of endless wrath,
God’s delight is in mercy, and he displays anger
towards men for their benefit, and when the purpose
of the anger i8 accomplished, mercy is resumed.
He retaineth not his anger forever because he

“delighteth in merey. Mieah.vit: 18. The Lord is

mersiful and gracious, slow to anger and pienteous
in mercy. He will not always chide; neither will
he keep his anger forever., Fs. citi: & 9. For his
anger endureth bat 2 moment; in his favor is life;
weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in
the morning. Ps. zxx: b, In a little wrath I hid
my face from thee for a moment, but with everlast--
ing kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the
Lord, thy Redeemer. Isa. Ho: 3,

Oue reason why God will not *be angry foraver®™
is, because no soul could endure the storm of God's
endiess wrath, 1'he benevolence of God is demon«
strated in the statute of limitations, by which when
pain beeomes unendurable, the victim dies, Endless
torture no soul could endure,

For I will not contend forever, neither will I be
always wroth: for the spirit would fail before me

-and the soul which I have made. fsa. it 16. Henee,

The Lord will not east off forever; but, thongh he
cause grief, yet will he have compassion according
to the multitude of his mercies, for he doth not
afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men,
Lam. #if: 31—33,

God could not bhe angry with any soul forever,
because it would be infinite folly in Lim to do so.
The wise man says:

Anger reséeth in the bosom of fools!™ Eccl, vit: 9.

Can it rest forever in the great heart of infinite
wisdom? Preposterous thought, Anger i3 con-
trary to Ged's nature, but mercy is his delight.
Hence
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GoD*S MERCY IS UNLIMITED,

0, give thanks uato the Lord for he iz good; for
his‘merey endureth forever, - P, eviis 1.

In Paalm cxxxvi, this language, “his mercy en-
dureth forever” occurs twenty times, There never
¢an come amoment, in the endless .existence of the
ginner, when he cannot resort to the fountain of
infinite mercy, and find a full supply of Divine
grace. It is for all souls, and the fountain will ever
be aceessible. '

THE TESTIMONY OF THE PREOFPHETS.

The prophets often *“builded betfer than they
knew,” and uttered truths which later generations
comprehended, better than they did themselves.
Especially is this true -of some of their utterances
eoncerning man’s final destiny. Even in the times
of our Bavior, the prophets were not understood

even by those who professed to follow them. For,

instance, the Sadducees did not accept the doctrine
of the resurrection, while they profussed to follow
Moses, and yet Jesus told them that Ged tanght the
resurrection to Moses when he said: '

I1am the God of Abraham and the God of Isaae,
and the God of Jacob, for God is not the God o
the dead but of the living, Luke xx: 38, ’

Bo the Apostle declares;

And he ghall send Jesus Christ, which before was
preached unto you: Whom the heaven must receive
until the times of restitution of all things, which
God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy
prophets since the world began, .dets #ds 20, 21,

We have shown that Moses prophesied the de-
struction of man's passions and sins, when he
announced the death of the serpent. And we must
accept the declaration of the Apostle that all the
holy prophets, ever since the beginning of the world,
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foresaw and foretold “ the restitution of all things.”
Let us consnlt a few of the prophetie declarations,
The sweet singer of Israel often uiters the great
truth on which he built the hopes he cherished.

UNIVERSAL OBEDIENCE,

He shall come down like rain upen the mown
grass; a8 showers that water the earth. In his days
shall the rightecus flourish: and abundance of peace
so long as the moon endureth. He ghall have do-
minion from gea to sea, and from the river unto the
_ends of the earth. Ps. lxxit: 6—8. All the ends of
the world shall remember and turn unto the Lord;
and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship
before thee. Ps,zxif; 27, All nations whom thou

~ hast made shall come and worship before thee, O
Lord; and shall glorify thy names Ps. lexzeis 9.

This ir David's method of expressing universal
obedlence,

MANS INFIRMITY DOUBTS GOD'S

GOODNERSS.

He regards doubt of God's universal and unending
gooduess as an inflrmity of mau, founded on ne
reality in God's purpose or disposition. Hence he
declares: :

Will the Lord cast off for ever? and will he be
favorable no more? Is hig mercy clean gone forever?
doth his promise fail for evermore? Hath God for-
gotten to be gracious? hath he in anger shut up his
tender mercies? Selah. And Jsaid, This 1s my in-
firmity; but I will remember the years of the right
hand of the Most High,—Ps. ixvil: 7--10. For he
says, The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to
anger, and plenteons in mercy. He will not always
chide: nelther will he keap his anger forever, Ps.
ffv: 8—9. Forhisanger endureth but a moment;
in his favor is lifa: weeping may endure for a night,
1 but joy cometh in the morning. Ps, azxs 5, If his

i children forsake my law, and walk not in my judg-
ments; if they break my statutes, and keep not my
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commandments; then will I visit their transgres-
sions with the rod,and their iniquities with stripes,
nevertheless my loving kindness will I not utterly
take from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail.
Pg, lexweix ! 30—33.

UNIVERSAL DOMINION.

The Tord is gracious and full of compassion;
slow to anger and of great mercy. The Lord is
good to all and his tender mercies are over all hia
works. Ps,cleo: 8,9, All nations whom thon hast
made shall come and worship before thee, O Lord,
and shall glorify thy name. Ps, lxzzvi: 9. O thou
Lltat hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come,
Ps, Izv: 3, All the énds of the earth shall remem-
ber and turn unto the Lord; and all the kindreds
of the nations shall worship before thes, Ps. xxiiv

7.

See also his faith 1n the welfare of his wicked son
Amnon as expressed heretofore. We might here
rehearse his triumphant exaltations concerning the
previty of Gods anger, and the endless duration of
hig merey, elsewhere found in the Psalms. He evi-
dently looked forward to the expiration of Gods
anger, and the trinmph of Divine merey and grace
in all gouls,

THE PROPHET ISAIAH

Utiered some of the most comprehensive and
glorious of all the statements of this doctrine ever
framed by human lips or pen, ‘

He will swallow up death in victory; and the
Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces,
Lo, xxe: 8,

If we have any doubt whether this teaches univer-
sal deliverance from death and sorrow, in other
words, whether the prophet inculcates universal
life, and happineéss, we have but to turn to I Cor.
2. where Pawl quotes it, %nd applies it to the final
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resurrection, so- that if Panl has not made 2 mistake,
Isaiah, in this language teaches the restitution of all
things to God.

GOD'8 WORD CONQUERS.

Look unto me and be ye saved, all the ends of the
' earth, for T am God, and there iz none else, I have
sworn by myself; the word is gone out of my mouth
in righteousness, and shall not return, that unto me
every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear,
surely shall ok “In the Lord have I rightecusness
and strength” Isa. zlv: 24 —27, '

Here is universal worship and service,

He, (Christ) shall see of the travail of his sonlL
and shall be gatizfied, Jfsa. i 11.

-As he died to redeem all souls, and is satisfied
with the result, it follows that the purpese of his
mission was accomplished. :

The triumph of God's grace is thus described:

Ag the rain eometh down, and the snow from
heaven, and returneth net thither, but watereth
the earth and maketh it bring forth and bud that it
may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater,
80 ghall my word be that goeth forth out of m
mouth, it shall not refurn unto me void, but it shall
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper
in the thing whereto I sent It. fe, o 10, 11.

The Divine word 1s irresistible, and it has gone
forth to compel every soul to confess righteousness
and strength in the Leord. This certainly was a
prophetic antieipation of the universal reign of
Chrigt. The prophet must have boen inspired by
the spirit of this faith when he inguired:

Can a woinan forget her gucking child, that she
i should not have compassion on the son of her
| womb? Yea, they may forget, yet will Tnot forget
B thee. Jze, xitz: 1b,

God will never forget a child of his or cease to
care for it, or neglect it, and can only fail to restore
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it to himself from lack of means, a lack we cannot

impute to one whose wisdom and power are infinite,
JEREMIAH

Foresaw the grand result when he declared:

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will
make a new govenant with the house of Israel, and
with the house of Judah: Not according to the cov-
enant that 1 made with their fathers, in the day
that I took them by the hand to bring them out ot
the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake,
although I wag a husband unto them, saith the Lord.
Buot this shall be the covenant that I will make
with the house of Israel: After those days, saith
the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts,
and ‘write 1t in their hearts, and will be their God
and they shall be my people, And they shall teach
no more every man his neighbor, and every man
his brother, saying, know the Lord, for they shall
all know me from the least of them unto the great-
est of them, saith the Lord, for I will forgive their
sin and T will remember their iniquity no more.
Jer, wxxi: 31 —34, . _

It will at onee be perceived that this langnage is
uttered of the Jews, but it should be remembered
that the Jews cannot be saved till after the Gentiles
are redeemed.

For I would not, brethren, that ye should he igno-
rant of this mystery,lest ye should be wise in your
own conceits, that blindness in part is happened to
Igrael, until the fullnezz of the Gentiles be come in.
And 8o all Tsrael shall be saved, Rom, zi: 25, 26.

This is the substance of his declaration found in
Lam, #it: 31,32, 'Thus even the * weeping prophet”
saw the bow of promise in the sky, beheld * the
rainbow round abont the throne!”

HOSEA

Agrees with his brethren, the prophets,

I will ransom them from the power of the grave;
I will redeem them from death: O death, I will be
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thy plagues: O grave, I will be thy destruction:
repentance ghall be hid from mine eyes, Hos, 2,
14. C

We are not left in doubt as to the meaning of this
language for Paul quotes it in 7 Cor.zv,and declares
that it denotes the anastasis, or asecension of all hu-
manity to a condition -of holiness and happiness.
Even Hosea foresaw the destruction of hell, and the
delivery of its inhabitants at the final resurrection:

MICAH,

" Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth
iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the
remnant of his heritage? heretaineth not his anger
forever because he delighteth in mercy. Ie will
turn again, he will have compassion upon us: he
will subdue our iniguities; and thon wilt east all
their sins into the depth of the sea, Thou wilt
perform thé truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abra-
ham, which thou hast sworn unto our fathers from
the days of old. Mie. vii: 18,18, 20,

This reference to the promise to Abraham, coupled
with the declaration that he retaineth not his an-

ger forever, harmonizes with the idea expressed by
DANIEL:

And there was given him dominion, and glory
and a kingdom, that all people, nations and lan
gnages should serve him: his dominion is an ever
lasting dominion, which shall nos pass away, and
his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed
Dan, vii: 14,

- Thus, whatever may be the extent of sin, or its
duration, even those who had not seen the fullness
of the Gospel as revealed by him * who brought life
and immortality to light,” were able to agree with
THE “WISE WOMAN,)
Who told King David:
For we must needs die, and are ag water spilt or
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the ground which cannet be gathered up again,
neither doth God respect any person, yet doth he
devise means, that his bavished be not expelled
from him, II Sam, ziv: 14,

The Prophet Malachi comprehended this when he
ealled Jesus

A REFINER,

Aund he shall git as a refiner and puritler of silver
Mal, i 3.

The silver refiner kindles the fire beneath his
crucible that he may purge the dross away from the
preeions metal, and when he can see his perfect
image reflected in the molten mass, his task is done.
8o Jesus will pursue his great work till the dross
of sin shall be purged from all hearts, and every
goul shall * ressmble the Son as the Bon resemhbles
the Father 1n thus designating Jesus as the
Refiner, the prophet foretold ** the Divine event to
which the whole ereation moves,” when .

¥ Oer every foe vietorious,
He on hia throne shall rest,
From age to apge more glorious —
All blesging and all blest.
The tide of time shall never
Hlia covenant remove.

His name shall stand forever,—
That uame to us is Love,”

Trhus the end of the elder dispensation harmon-
izés with its beginning, when the universe was
finished, and i that God had made was pronotnced
yery good.

And God saw everything that he had made, and
behold, it was very good,” Gen.i: 31, :

‘We have thus briefly denoted the more prdhninent
considerations in behalf of our blessed faith that
are recorded in the Old Testament, Xt wag not to
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be expected that the dim {wilight of Revelation
would be radiant with the glory that bursts from
the cross, Having beheld the dawning of the truth,
let us turn with delight to the glory that streams
from the Sun of Righteousness., Xn the Gospel of
Jesng Christ we shall find the truth so plainly
revealed that *he who runs may read,” and * the
wayfaring man need not err,” as he cousults the
declarations of him * who spake as man never spake,”
and the words of his disciples who repeated the
blessed truths they had heard him utter.

The great truth of universal redemption is taken
for granted, or expressed on nearly every page.

THE NAME JESUS.

Before the birth of Jesus the Angel of the Lord
eomprehended the grand result when he said to
Joseph,

Thou shalt eall his name JusUs, for he shall save
his people from their ging” Mat, i

He is to save hiz people. ‘Who- are his people?
Sinners, for they are to be saved from #heir sins,
How many sinners will he reach and redeem ?

Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for
thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the
earth for a possession. Pg, fi: 8, The Father loveth
thke 5011, ad hath given all thmgs into his hands.
John 2ii: 340,

In one sense, in the sense employed in this pas-
sage, the people of Christ arve sinners, and all
sinners are his people, and a8 “ no man liveth and
sinneth not,” the expresgion “ his people” denotes
all men. The apostle illustrates the thought when
he says: ’

God hath conciuded them all in unbelief, that
he might have mercy upou all. Bom. z; 32,
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“T'he heavenly messenger made his name, Jesus,
{ote who saves,) an epitome of his character and
wmission. He is entitled to be called Jesus, because he
will deliver his people, sinners, all men from’ trahs-
gression and sin, ‘

THE WORD GOSPEL,

The word Gospel, (Anglo SBaxon, ' good &pell,”)
signifiess good news, glad tidings Nothing so
deserves this deseription as the doctrine that an-
nounces the deliverance of universal humanity from
sin and sorrow ; and this Gospel iz to all.

Behold I bring you good tidings (the Gospel) of
great joy, which shall e to all people. Luke i{: 17,

It is a glad announcement to all souls, heeanse it
teaches all that sin, error, suffering,and evil shall be

. destroyed. No other Christian doetrine so deserves

the name Gospel, and this blessed azssurance is fully
entitled to it. '

THE FIRST QHRISTMAS ANTHEM,

This was the burthen of the first Christmas song,
oil the plains of Bethlehem, on the hirth-night of
the Savior. The messenger from the skies said to
the ehepherds:

Fear not, for, behold, I bring you geod tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people, For unto
you is born this day in the e¢ity of David a Savior,
which is Christ the Lord. Luke - 10, 11.

And the heavenly choir repeated the declaration
in angelic chorus:

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good will toward men., Luke {i: 14,

The glad tidings of joy are ultimately to reach
all people, Christ's people, sinners. To say that

- one soul will be omitted from the saving influence

of his grace and truth, i to charge the angels with
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falsehood, for then the glad tidings would not be
to all people, The aged Simeoncaught a glimpse of
the truth when, taking the infant Jesus in his arms,
he said: .

Lord, now leftest thou thy servant depart in
peace, according to thy word: For mine eyes have
seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before
the face of all people; A light to lighten the Gen-
tiles, and the glory of thy people lsrael, ZLuke i:
29—32, . :

- JOHN THE BAPTIST.

John the Baptist differed very moch from modern

Baptists in the style and subztance of his preaching.

In announeing the coming of one, after him, whose .

shoe latchet he was not worthy to loosen, the fore-
runner and herald of the Savior eried:

Asg it §¢ written in the book of the words of
Esaias the prophet, saying, the voice of one arying
in the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight. XEvery valley shall be
filled, and every mountain and hill shall be bronght
low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and
. the rongh ways shall be made smooth; and all flesh
ghall see the salvation of God. ZLuwkeifir4—6.- -

He thus affirms that the nioral universe shall have
no.valleys, no hills, nothing crooked or perverse,
but that universal salvation shall result from the
“laws of Christ. * AU flesh shall see the salvation
of God” He uttered the same great truth, when,
geeing Jesns approsach, he said; '

Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the
sin of the world, John ©: 29,

Not the sin of a few, or even of many, not of a
part only, but of the WHOLE WORLD!

AN INOIDENT AND ITS LESSON.

In the very beginning of our Savior’s ministry he
eame to * Nazareth where he had been brought up,”
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and the account says (Luke fv- 16—20,) he read to
the people in & Jewish synagogue. He read these
words:

The spirit of the Lord iz upon me because he hath
anointed me to preach the Gospel to the poor; he
hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach
deliverance to the eaptives, and recovery of sight
to the biind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,
to preach the acceptahble year of the Lord, Be.
fed s 1,

Here he stopped short, in the middle of a gsentence,
refusing to read the remainder of the prophets
language, and “ closed the book, and gave it to the
minister, and sat down* What was the sentance
he refused to read? This:

And the day of vengeance of cur God. Jfewm, lei 2.

Why did he end thus abruptly, and decline to
read what the prophet had spoken of him? Because
lie came to represent God as a Father and Savior,
and would not utter of himself one word that would
seem to contradict that great fact, Now it is ad-
mitted by all commentasors that the Old Testament
is silent concerning the subject of endless hell, but
say some, the New Testament teaches that aw ful
doctrine, and Jesus come to reveal to men endless
torment in the immortal world, And yet when
Jesus stood for almost the firgt time in the presence
of his people, and read the prophetic declaration
concerning himself, he refused to admit that he
came to announce a day of vengeanee, but rolled up
the parchment in the middle of a verse. He would
not read langnage that might seem to teach that he
came to represent God as other than the Father and
Savior of all.
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BE LIKE &0D,

What is the epirit of that grandest discourse eve
yet heard or uttered, the Sermon on the Mount:
Be like God. Heis kind to the wicked, good to the
bad. Belike him,

Love your enemies, do good to them which hate
you; bless thern that curse you, and pray for them
which dezpitefully use you, Butlove ye your ene-
mies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothiug
again, and your reward shall be great, and ye shall
be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto
the nuthankfil and to the evil. Be ye therefore
mergiful, as your Father also is merciful, Luke vi: 27,
28 35, 36, Love your cnemies, blegs them that
eurse you, do good to themn that hate you, and pray
for them which despitefully use you, and persecute
you, that ye may be the children of your Father
who is in heaven; for he maketh his sun to rise on
the evil and on the good, andsendeth rain on the just,
and on the unjuss, For if ye love them which love
you, what rewaid have ye? do not even the publi-
cans the same? And if ye galute your brethren
only, what do ye more than others? do not even the
publicans so? Be ye therefore perfect, even as your
Father which is in heaven s perfect. Matt, v 44

Could this language be employed concerning God,
if he consigned the sinner to an endless hell? And
if he did torment hisenemies forever, should we be
like him, if we loved our enemies? The fact that
we are like God only when we are kind to those
who injure us, demongtrates that God is the same,
and as he is “without variableness, or even the
shadow of ‘turning,” James ¢ 17, the same yester-
day to-day and forever, Heb, xtit . 8,1t follows that he
will always manifest himself with impartial kind-
nesg towards all. The spirit of this language is in
eternal hostility to the idea of endless torment,
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and inculcates the restitution of all sounls to Him

whose property they are. We must ireat each

other as God treats us, in.order to be merciful as

God is mereiful. If God iz not mercifal to all who

offend him, whers fa our obligation? and if we

must-not be unmerciful because he i8 not, how ¢an

ke eternally punish? God forbids us to overcome

evil with evil, and demands of us that we overcome
evil witli good.

Be not overcome with evil, but overcome evil
with good. [Rom, xiis 21,

And yet it is sald that he employs his infinite
power in overcoming evil by evil to all eternity!
“ Recompense 1o man evil for evil,” Bom. z#i: 17, is
the Divine injunction, and yet God employs eter-
nity in disobeying his own commands! We are
told to bless our foes:

If thine enemy hunger feed him; if he thirst give
him drink; for in.so doing thou shalt heap coals of
fire on his head, Rom. @ii. 20,

And yet we are taught that damned seuls shall
ery for water in vain—a drop of water— to all
eternity, Thus God is represented as not doing
what he commands us to do, and doing what he
cominands us not to do, and that te all eternity!
Let it he shown that God is unforgiving, eruel,
unmerciful, will torment hiz enemies forever, and
men will resemble him mest when they are most
fiendish. If God were to forment one soul forever,
a.Sioux"Indian would be his best representative
among men, But as we are most like him when
kindest and tenderest, it follows that his merey and
love towards every child of his will be without
limit or bound.

As this Divine dizcourse proceeds, it culminates in
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THE LORD'S PRAYER,

And this may be called the Universalist Profes.
sion of Faith, All men are required to recognize
and address God daily as their Heavenly Father; one
who is always kind and merciful toward all his
children, - They ave commanded in that prayer to
pray for his kingdom to come, his kingdom of holi-
ness and purity, and for his will to he done, We
will show hereafter that his will is that all souls
shall be saved, (Sea I Tim, ii: 1—6; Eph.i: 9—14,
John vt 38—40). It iz declared that all true Chris-
tian prayer must be in faith, nothing doubting, {1
Tim, ¢i- 8,) for whatever is not of faith is sin,
{Bom, ziv: 28). Now, how can any one address
I God as & Father, and pray that his will may Dbe
: done, and understand that will te include the final
welfare of all souls, and offer that prayer in faith,
and not be a Universalist? The doxology of the
prayer is in the same vein. He who offers it un-
derstandingly, and who prays in faith, can say
trinmphantly, *Thine 1s the kingdem and the
power and the glory,” and his “ Amen,” signifying,
8o may it be, and So shall it be, isan aspiration and
8 paalm, a petition and an exultation. He sees the
Father's will universally triumphant, or his Amen Is
but an ignorantly pronounced expletive offending
heaven with 1dle rhetoric. Unless he utters it as a
triumphant ejaculation that the desire “ Deliver us
from evil” will at length be answered in universal
redemption, his Amen has no meaning. But let us
dwell a little on the one great fact in this prayer
that demonstrates nniversal salvation:

THE UNIVERSAL FATHERHOOD,
The proplet Malachi (4 10) agks; “Have wenot
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all one Father?” If heemployed this lahguage_in
a restricted sense, confining it to the Jews, Chris-
tianity enlarges it. Tn the Lord’s Prayer, above, all
are undet perpetusl obligations to call God by the
dear name that describes as no other word can, his
kindly purpose towards zll men, his children. Jesus
declares: “One iz your Father” Mot xxiid: 9.
Canl affirms; “ There is one God and Father of all.
Eph, fv: 6, and he adds that his punishments are al}

- sdministered to correct and reform those who, by
sinning, deserve them. . .

‘We have had fathers of our flegh, which eorrected
ag, and we gave them reverence. Shall we not much
rather be in subjection unto the Father of Spirits
and live? For they verily for a few days chastened
us, after their own pleasure; but he for our profit,
that we might be partakers of his holiness, Heb.
zid: 9, 10,

He illustrates his paternal love not only in send-
ing the sunshine and the rain on the evil and the
good, who are alike his children, but he puuishes
because he loves and for the purpose of redemption.
8in does not destroy this relation, It continnes
when man forgets or disregards it,

A certain man had two sons; and the younger of
them said to his father, father, give me the portion
of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto
them his.living. . And not many days after the
younger son gathered all together, and took his
journey into a far country, and there wasted his

. substance with riotous living, And when he had
gpent all, there arose a mighty famine in the land;
and he began to be in want., And he went and
joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he
sent him into his field to feed swine, "And he wouldl
fain have filled his belly with the husks the swine
did eat; and no man gave unto him. And when he
came o himself, he said, How many lired scrvants
of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and
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1 perish with hunger! I will arise and go to my
father, and say nnto him, Father, I have sinned
against heaven, and before thee, and am no more
worthy to be called thy gon: make me as one of thy
hiredservants. And he arose and came to his father,
But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw
him, and had compassion, and ran-and fell on his
neck, and kissed him. And the son said unte him,
Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy
sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son,
Buat the father said to his servants, Bring forth the
best robe, and put it on him: and put a ring on his
hand, and shoes on his. feet; and bring hither the
fatted calf, and kill it, and let s eat and be merry;
for this my son was dead and is alive again, he waa
lost and is found. Lukexw, 11— 24,

God continues to be the father of the lost, remain-
ing always the same to sinners.

A voice was heard upon the high places, weeping
and supplications of the children of Israel, for they
have perverted their way, and they have forgotten
their God. Return yeo bdack-sliding children, and 1
will heal your backslidings, Jer. ¢i: 21, 22.

We are to Judge God's feelings towards his chil-
dren by our own feelings towards our offspring.

Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask
bread, will he give him a stone? Or if he ask for a
fish, will he give him a serpent? If ye then, being
evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children,
how much more shall your Father which is in
heaven give good things to them ihat ask him?
Mate, viv: §—11,

Make the heart of the best earthly parent the.
unit to be multiplied as far as the mind ¢an go, and
the quotient - differing in degree, but the same in
kind, indicates Qur Father, 'The earthly parent will
do all he can for his children, but God not only will
do o0 muech, but he ean de all he will, Let any
earthly parent look into his own heart, and in the
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diop of love there he will see reflected the great
heart of God, planning, devising, executing, in
time and 1n eternity, the hest possible for every
¢hild, The fact of God's paternity, infinitely wise
and pewerful, is a guaranty of universal salvation,
iod created, governs, punishes, does all things.as a
father. He will not permit Sual wo to befall any
oie of his vast family. He will accomplizh the ulei-
mate welfare of each and all; this we know, as truly
8¢ we know that he is “ Our Father,”

How the Scriptures dwell on this great fact;

Love your enemies, bless them. that curse you, do
good t6 them that hate You, and pray for them
which despitefully use you, and persecute you: that
ye may be the ehildren of yowr father which 18 in
heaven: for he maketh his sun to rige on the evil
and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just avd
on the unjust. Mats, o 44, 45,

That is, being the children of God, we ought to
imitate him in character, God’s .paternal love
resembles that of the good earthly parent for his
children, only it is inflnitely greater, and far more
enduring.

Or what man is there of you, whom, if his son
ask bread, will hegivehim astone? orifhe ask afish,
will he give him a serpent? If ye then, being evil,
know how to give good gifts nnto your children,
how much move shall your Father which is in
heayen give good things to them that ssk him?
Mate, wii: 9—11. But Zioun said, the Lord hath
forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me, Can
a woman forget her sucking child, that she should
not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea,
they may forget, yet will I not forget thee, Ive,
wity: 14, 1B, :

A parent would not ecast off his ¢hild forever,
Will Ged, whose love is infinite? The wicked are
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still God’s children, and are punished that they may
be made hetter.

And ye have forgosten the exhortation which
speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, des-
pise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint
when thou art rebuked of him; for whom the Lord
loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son
whom he receiveth., If ye endure chastcning, God
denleth with you as with sous; for what son is he
whom the father chasteneth mot? But if ye be
without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then
are ye bastards and not sons. Furthermore, we
have had fathers of our flesh that corrected ns and
we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather
be in zubjection to the Father of spirits and live?
For they verily for a few dayschastened us after
their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we
might be partakers of his holiness. Now no ehas-
tening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but
grievous, nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth the
peaceful fruit of rightecusness unto them that are
exercised thereby, Heb, xii: 5—11. :

We act like illegitimuate children until puuish-
ment reforms us, bub we are not such, for what

would God be, if we were really illegitimate?
God is father in three senses: '

1. By creation in his image. Thou hast made
him a littla lower than the angels, and hast crowned
him with honor and glory. Gen. i. Ps, i,

-3, By faith in Christ and love of God. For ye
have not received the apirit of bondage again ta
fear;but ye have received the Spirit of adoption
whereby we cry Abba, Father, Rom, vl 16,

3, By being raized in his perfect 1lkeness at the
final resurrection, as all souls will be. And Jesns
answered and said unto them, the children of this
world marry, and arve given in marriage; but they
which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that
world, and the resurrection of the dead, neither
marry, nor are given in marriage; neither ¢an they
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die any more, for they are equal unfo the angels,
and are the children of God, being the children of
the resurrection. Luke xx: 34 — 36,

_ If the sinner forget his relation asa child of God,
the Father remembers it, and though man eannot
say, * Abha, Father, God says,* My son give me
thine heart. Prov, axdii: 26,

THE GOOD §AMARITAN,

- What else than this is taught in that immortal
paralble, the Good Samaritan?

A certain mann went down from Jerusalem to
Jericho, and fell ameng thleves, which stripped him
of his rajment and wounded him, and departed,
leaving him half dead. And by chance there came
down a certain priest that way; and when he saw
him, he passed by on the other side. And likewise
a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked
on him, and passed by on the other side, But a
certain Bamaritan, as he journeyed, came wlere he
was; and when he saw him, he had eompassion on
him, And went to him, and bound up his wouunds,
pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his cwn
beagt, and brought him te an inn, and toock care of
him. - And on the morrow when he departed, he
took out two pence and gave them to the host,
and said unto him, take careof him;and whatsoever
thou spendest more, when I come again I will repay
thee, Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was
veighbor unto him that fell among the thieves?
And he said, IIe that shewed mercy on him, Then
saigGJes;'? unto him, go and do thou likewise, Luke
. —_—ay,

Ilere 5 man is given as an example to all time, of
a diving and god-like spirit, becanse he was mercifui
and compassionate to an enemy, ministered to his
necessities, and relieved his wants. Would the God

who gave to man this sublime ideal, violate it in

hig treatment of his enemies? Is not the parable
of the Good Samaritan a demonstration that the
4
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Father of men will employ all hisinfinite atiributes
in the most blessed work that men or angels, or the
great God himself, can ever perform — the hallowed
work of restoring and saving? Is not this story a
guaranty of universal redemption?

TOE GOSPEL LEAVEN.

The power of leaven is irrvesistible. However
small the quantity placed in meal it overcomes by
its fermentation, all opposition, and assimilates the
entire mass to its own likeness. Jesus makes this
beautiful figure illustrative of the irresistible influ-
ence of hls Gospel in the human heart, in the moral
world.

Another parable spake he unto them: The king-
dom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman
took and hid in three measures of mesl, till the
whole was leavened, Mot 2437, 33, And again he
said, whereunto shall I liken the kingdom of God?
It is llke leaven, which a woman took and hid in
three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened.
Loulee wiit s 20, 21.

The Gospel leaven must prevail universally; it
will ferment until “ the whole is leavened,"

THE JEWISH LEAVEN.

The Sadducees taught that thereis no resurreec-
tion, and the Pharizsees taught endless torment after
death, for a portion of mankind. Jesus warned his
disciples, alike, against the doctrines of each party.

Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Phari-
sees and of the Sadducees. The diseiples Qid not

- understand his meaning. And they reasoned among

themselves, saying, it is becanse we have taken no
bread, Which when Jesus perceived, he sald unto
them, O ye of little faith, why reason ye among
yourselves, because ye have brought no bread?
How is it that ye do not understand that I spake it
not to you concerning bread, that ye should beware
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of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducess ?
Then understood they how that he bade them not
beware of the leaven of bread, but of the pOCTRINE
gf th;a Pharisees and of the Sadducees, Matt, avi:
— 12, .
The Sadducees taught no resurrection, the Phari-

secs believed in the future happiness of a portion'

of mankind, Jesus told his disciples to heware of
both, Only one other view is possible, the final
happiness of all. ’

ALL THR LOST ARE TO BE FAVED,

All Christians admit that men are in & lost con-
dition. While there is no such language as * finally
impenitent® or “finally lost™ in the Bible, the
Gospel everywhers assumes that souls are lost. For
the purpose of seeking and saving such, all such,
Jesus came to this world.

The Son of Man is come to save that which was
lost., Luke zix: 10,

Not a part, but all the lost. Will he sueceed?
This guestion he answers, and in the three parables,
the Lost Silver, the Lost Sheep, and the L.ost Prod-
igal, he teaches that @il the lost are to be restored.

What man of you having a hundred sheep, if he
lose one of them, doth notleave the ninety andnine
in the wilderness, and go after that which s lost,
untll he find it, Kither what woman having ten
pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light
- acandle and sweep the house, and seek diligently
till she find it. A certain man had two sons: And
the younger of thewm said to his father, father give
me the portion of goods that fulleth to we. And
he divided unto them his living. And not many
ays after the younger son gathered all together,
aud took his journey into a far country, and there
wasted his substance with riotous living, And when
bie came to himself, he said, how many hired ser-
vants of my fathe1*s have bread enough and to spare,

E
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and I perish with hunger! I will arise and go to
my father, and will say unto him, father I have sinned
against heaven, and before thee, and am no more
worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy
hired servants. And he avose, andcame to his father.
But when he was yet a great way off; his father saw
him, and had compaszsion, and ran, and fell on his
neck, and kissed him, And the son said unto him,
father I have sinned against heaven, and in thy
sight, and am no more worthy te be called thy son,
But the father sald to his servants, bring forth the
beat robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his
hand, and shoes on his feet,— for this, my son, was
dead and is alive again; he wes lost, AND I8 FOUND.
Lwke au : 11— 22, ’

Now, had these parables been related to teach the
common doctrines of the sacrificial church, they
would have representecd the shepherd as having
found say twenty sheep, while eight were irreclaim-
able; the woman would have lost, say six pieces of -
silver, and found but two, while four were utteriy
gone, and the father would have had, say four diso-
bedient ¢hildren, only oue of whom returned, while
threg wandered in the great desert of sin irredeem-
able forever. But this is not the-teaching of these
simple yet divine stories, Thelr significance is not
in the loss of sheep, or silver, or prodigal, norin the
value placed on them by their owners, nor in their
diligence in searching. There are beantiful lessons
in ail this. but the emphasis iz placed where the
Christisn world does not place it, not on the loss, or
the finding of & part, but on the fact that the search
was continued until all the lost were found, 'T'he
word that Christians overlook, is the word UNTIL
“ Until he fnd it ¥ Until she find %, the search con-
tinues for sheep and silver, and the father of the
‘prodigal waits until he ean see his son return, unati}
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he can say “ My lost son is found.” These parables
teach beyond all controversy that however many
are lost, they are all found, that when the gearch is
finished there are no lost. Heuee the divine author
of the parables says:

All that the Father giveth me ghall comne to me;
and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast
out. For I came down from heaven, not to do mine
orwn will, but the will of him that sent me. -And
this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of
all'which he hath given me T should lose nothing,
but357t\01131d raise it up again at the last day. Joka

Christianity tolerates no final lose. All the lost
are to be found by the Heavenly Seelker., When the
divine task is consummated the entire race will ba
brought home—*no wanderer lost, a family in

“heaven!” 'The language of our Savior can have no
significance, if he does not accomplish the redemp-
tion of all souls,

I am the good shepherd and know my sheep, and
am known of mine. As the Father knoweth me,
even £0 know I the Father; and 1 lay down my life
for the sheep. And other Bheep I have, which are
ot of this fold: them alse I must bring, and they
shall hear my voice; and there shall e one fold, and
one shepherd, Johnx:14—18,

Christians of all creeds rige to the sublime height
of the salvation of all, in their best momernts, as
witiiess the oniversal singing of the * Ninety and
Nine,” A song that breathes the spirit, while it ex~
presses the I1te1 al language of our faith, and yet la
sung by Christiang of every sect, everywhere.

There were ninety and nine that sa¥ely lay
It the shelter of the fold,

But one was out on the hills away,
Far off from the gatea of gold.
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Awny on the méuntain wild and bare,
Away from the tender Shepherd’s care

w Lord, thou hast here thy ninety and pine:
Avre they not encugh for thee 2

But the Shepherd made answer, “Thia one of mine
Has wandered away from me;

And although the way be rouwgh and st.eep,

Igo 1o the desert to find my sheep.”

But none of the ransomed ¢ver knew
How deep were the waters crogsed,
Nor how dark was the night the Lord paseed through
. 'Ere he found hia sheep that was lost
Qut in the desert he heard its ory —
Sick and helpless and ready to die.

* Lord, whence are those blood-drops all the way
That mark the mountain’s track ¥

* They were shad for one who had gone astray
Ere the Shepherd could bring him back 1™

“Lord, whence are thy bands &o rent and torn 7/

* They are pierced {o-night by many & thorn,”

All thro’ the mountaing thunder-riven,
And up from the rocky steep,
There aroge a oy to the gates uf heaven,
# Rejoicet i have found my sheep
And the angels echoed around the throne,
 Rejoice, for the Lord brings back his own?

CHRIST WILL ACCOMPLISH HIS
MISSION,

1. The ofject of Christ's ministry was to redeemuni-
versal humanity,

Por the Son of Man is come to seck and to save
that which was lost. ZLuke ziz: 10. Jesus saith
unto them, my meat is to do the will of him that
sent me, and to finish his work. Jehn fw: 34. For
God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the
world: but that the world through him might be
saved. John #ii: 17, And we have seen and do tes-
tify that the Fuather sent the Son t0 be the Savior
of the world, IJohn {v: 14,
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9. He lghors in this end in the fulure world io gffect
his purpose,

¥or Christ alzso hath once suffered for sins, the just
for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being
put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the
Spirit: By which also he went and preached unto
the spirits in prison; which sometime were disobe-
dient, when onee the longsuffering of God waited
tn the days of Noah, while the arkk wassa preparing,
whereintew, that ig,eight souls, were saved by water,
I Pet, 76: 18—20, Who shall give account to him
that is ready to judge the quick and the dead, For,
for this canse was the gospel preached also fo them
that are dead, that they might be judged according
to men in the tiesh, but live according to Godin the
spirit. 7 Pet. iv: 5, 6.

3. He has ample power to do wll he oliempts.

And Jesus came and spake unto fthem, saying, all
power is given unto me inheaven and inearth, Matt.
axeifds 18, As thou hast given him power over all
Hesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as
thou hast given bim.” John avits 2. For to this end
Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he
might be Lord both of the dead and living., Rom.
#iyp: 9, Tor owr conversation ig in heaven; from
whence also we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ; who will change our vile body, that it may
be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according
to the working whereby he is able even Lo subdus
all things wvuto himself. PA#L &7 20, 21, The
Father loveth the Hon, and hath given all things
into his hand., Jekn {4i : 35,

4. He will be successful,

The pleasute of the Lord shall prosper in his hand,
He shall gee of the travall of his soul and shall be
satistfied.. Jfee. litd: 10, This is indeed the Christ,
the Savior of the world. John v 42,

Jesus himself said: It isfinished, Johr wmiz: 30.

He undertakes to save all men, he Iakbors here and
hereafter to accomplish his purpose, he has power
to achieve it, and is actually and absolutely * the
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Sevior of THE WoORLD,” which he could not be it
one soul were lost.

Hence;

1, All souls were erested for Christ.

2. Having become unreconciled, he died to bring
them info harmony with God.

3. He had so suceeeded in establishing the requi-
site means that he was ahle to sea the result acconi-
plished,

4. Itisa universal reconciliation,®all things are
recongiled.”

For the love of Christ constraineth us: because
we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all
dead: and that he died for ail, that they whieh live
should not henceforth live unto themselves, but
unto him which died for them, and rose agaln,
Wherefore lhenceforth know we no man affer the
flesh; yea, though we have known Christ after the
flesh, yet now henceforth know we hin no more.
Therefore if any man he in Christ, he iz anew crea-
ture; old things are passed away ; behold, all things
are become new. And all things are of God, who
hath reconeiled ug to himself by Jesus Christ, and
hath given to uns the ministry of reconciliation;
to wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world
weto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto
them; and hath committed unto ug the word of
reconciliation. " Now then we are ambassadcrs for
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we
pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.
For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no
sin: that we might be made the righteousness of
God in him, {7 Cor,v: 14—31. Who hath deliv-
ered uns from the power of darkness, and hath
translated us into the kingdem of his dear Son: in
whom we have redempticn through his blood, even
the forgiveness of sins: who is the image of the
invisible God, the firgt born of every creature: for
by him were all things created, that are in heaven.
and that are in eartin, visible and invisible, whetherx



CHRIST WILL ACCQMPLISH HIS MISSION. 63

they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities,
or powers; all things were created by him, and for
him: and he is before all things, and by him all
things consist, and he is the head of the body, the
church: who is the beginning, the first-born from
the dead: that in all things he might have the
pre-eminence. For it pleased the Father that in
Lhim should all fulluess dwell: and, having made
peace through the Mood of his cross, by him lo rec-
oncile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether
they be things wn earth, or things in heaven., And you,
that were some time alienated and enemies in your
‘mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled.
Col, 7219 —21. )

Therefore,

B,  Hewill draw ¢l men unio him, gnd they will obey
the call, and submit to htm i willing and righteous
obedience, o

He tasted deatlh for every man, Heb, éf: 9, that
each might become his disciple, and possess eternal
-life, and this he declares all men will have, as surely
as he is lifted-up, that is, erucified, Now is the judg-
‘meut of this world; now shall the prinece of this
‘world be east out, And L if I be lifted up from the
“earth, will drow wll men wnto me, Thishesaid,sigii-
fying what death be should die. John xéd: 351, 53.
No man can come to me, excepb the Father which
- hath sentme draw him:and 1 will raise him up aé
the last day. Itiswritten in the prophets, and they
shall be gl tavght of God. Every man therefore that
hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh
unto me, John vi: 44,45, As thou hast given hin
power overall fiesh, that he should give eterual life to
08 many as thou hast given him. John wvif: 2, Al
things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no
mau kmoweth the Son, but the Pather : neither know-
eth any man th e Father, save the Son, aud he to
wliomsoever the Son will reveal him. Mats, xér 27,
All that the Father giveth meshall come to me;and
him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.
Tor 1 came down from heaven, not to do mine own
will but the will of him that sent me. Aud this is
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the FPather's will which hath sent me, that ofall which
he hath given me I should lose nothing, but shonld
raiseit up again at the last dayi And this is the
will of Him™ that senf me, that every one which
geeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have ever-
Insting life: and I will raise him up at the last day,
John vir 87T—40, All the ends of the world shall
remember and turn unto the Lord: and all the
kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee.
For thekingdom is the Lord’s:and heisthe governor
among the nations.. Ps, axig: 27, 28, herefore
God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a
name which is above every name, That at the name
of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven
and things in earth, and things under the earthj
and that every tongue should confess thab Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father,
Phil, gi: 9—11.

The phrase “under the earth,” Hefazthonion,
means infernal, and the whole description, says
Bretschueider, is equivalent to all mankind, Pro-
fessor Stuart says:

"I'hings in heaven, earth and under the earth is a
common periphrasis of the Hebrew and New l'esta-
ment writers for the universe,

Alhert Barnes says:

The whole pniverse shall confess that he is Lord,
This is a willing confession, to God's glory, and
must therefore be of sincere worship. .

Whoso offereth praize glorifieth me,* Ps, ¢- 23,

T'hig muat be universal worship, as it is all to the
glory of God the Father. There are no unwilling
worshippers, Hence the apostle teaches that the
result of Christ’s misslon iz te render all souls
righteous:

Wherefore, a8 by one man sin entered into the
world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon
all men, for that all have sinned: (for until the lar
sin was in the world; but sin is not imputed whe
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there is no law, Nevertheless death reigned from
- Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned
after the similitude of Adam’s transgression, who is
the figure of him that was to come, But not as the
offense, g0 also is the free gift: for if through the
offense of one many be dead, mueh more the grace
of ‘God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man,
Jesus Christ, hath abounded ante manry, And not
as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift; for the
judgment was by ons to condemnation, but the free
gift is of many offenses unto justification. TFor if
by one man's offense death reigned by one: much
more they which receive abundance of grace and of
the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one,
Jesus Christ.} Therefore, as by the offense of one
judgment came upon all men to condemnation:
even s0 by the righteousness of one the free glft
came upon all men unto justification of life, For
ag by one man's disobedience many were made
sinners, 80 by the obedience of one shall many be
made righteous, Moreover the law entered, that
-he offenge might abound. But where sin ahounded,
grace did much more abound: that as sin hath
reigned unto death, even so might grace reign
through ri%hte(msness unto eternal life by Jesus
Christ our Lord, Bowm, v 12—21,

All have ginned, and become subject to death, and
the same 8l are to be made spiritually alive. The
same “many* whe were disobedient sinners are to
pe made righteous,

8ays Dr. Macknight {(Scotch Presbyterian):

tor as kot pollod, the many, in the first part of the
yerse, does not wean seme of mankind only, but all
ynanking, from first to last, who withont exception
are constituted through the disobedience of Adam
sinners; so the many in the latter part of the verse,
who are said to be constituted righteous through
the obedience of Christ, must mean ol mankind,
from the beginning to the end of the world, with-
out exeception.

Thus these many, ¢ g, all mankind, are to become
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actively righteous, Says Professor Stuart.

Dikaiol, moreover, must have an getive sense here;
in order to make out the antithesis to hawartolof,
which cleatly bears only an active sense, if the usus
loguend? may decide this points at leflst it does 50
wherever else it is employed.

The “many * who died in sin, died as Adam dled
and are to be made alive with spiritual life, as
Christ was alive — that is, all men are to resemble
Christ as they have resembled Adam. This the
Apostle illustrates by the figure of a pair of seales:

Agin Ad 11 In Christ sbail all
die?m ¢ evern so be maude alive,

—ICor, v 22,
THE RESURRECTION.

Nothing can be plainer or more positive than the
Bible presentation of the Final Resurrection, It
demonstrates the deliverance of universal humanicy
from sin and suffering. It describes astate in which
evil has vanished from the moral universe. .Tle
resarrection is employed as a figure, sownctimes,
that is, a8 a national, or local, or moral awakening,
and sin is said to follow it, but in all such instances
the circumstances Iimit it, and show that it is not
the final resurrection, Such a usage is the--follow-
ing:

The band of the Lord was upon me, and ca.rrled
me out in the gpirit of the Lord, and set me down -
in the midst of the valley. which' was full of bones,
and cansed me to pase by them round about; and
behold, there were very mauwy in the open Va.]ley,
and, ]0, they were very dry, Aud he said unto me,
Son of man, can shese bones live? And I answered,
O, Lord God thou knowest. Again he said unte
me, pr opheny upon these bones, and s&y unto them. O
ve dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus
saith the Lord God unto these bones, behold, I will
eavse Dbreath to enter into you, and ye shall liver



THE RESURRECTION. B7

gnd I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up
flesh upon yon, and cover you with skin, and put
breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know
that I am the Lord. So I prophesied as I was com-
mandeds and as I prophesied, shere was a noise, and
behold a shaking, and the bones came together,
bone to his bone, And when I beheld, lo, the sin-
ews and the flesh came up upon them, and the skin
envered them above, but there was no breath in
them, Then said he unto me, prophesy unto the
wind, prophesy, Son of man, and say to the
wind, thus saith the Lord Ged; Come from the four
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these glain, that
they may live. So I prophesied as he commandad
me, and the breath came into them, and they lived,
and stood up upon their feet, an execeeding great
army, Then he said unto me, Son ef man, these
bones are the whole hounse of Israel; behold they
say our bones are dried, and our hope is lost; we
are cut off for our parts. Therefore prophesy,and
say unto them, thug saith the Lord God; behold,
¢h my people, I will open your graves, and canse
you to come up ont of your graves, and bring
you tnto the 1and of lsrae.. And yeshallknow that
I the Lord have spoken it, and performed it, saith
the Lord. Ezek. zaxvii, o

Had not the explanation in verse eleven been
given, it might have been thought that this is a
deseription of the literal resurrection, but it ia seen
to be a poetical statement of deliverance from the
Babylonish eaptivity. A similar use of languagse is
tound in the following passages:

I know thy works, that thou hast & name that
thou livest, and art dead. Rew, éi: 1, And you
liath he guickened who were dead in trespasses and
sins. Eph.7d: 1. For this my son was dead and is
alive again; he was lost and is found., Luke xze: 24,
That 1l may know him, and the power of his reswr-
rection, and the fellowship of his suflerings, being
made conformable unto his death; if by any means
Emight attain unto the resurrection of the dead.
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Not as though I had already attained, either were
already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may
apprehend that for which also I'am apprehended of
Christ Jesus, Phil, &i: 10—12,

Thig is a resurrection attainable in this life,

Not as though I had already attained, but if 1
might by any means attain unto the resurrection of
the dead,

But the following 18 the most striking instance:

Marvel not at this; for the hour iz coming in
which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,
and shall come forth: they that have done good,
unto the resurrection of life; and they that have
don2e8 e%rgil, unto the resurrection of damnation. John
vl . .

'Phat this is not the general resurrection is evi-
dent, ’

1. Because it took place then, and is not now
future, “'The hour is eoming, and now s, when the
dead shall ear the voice of the Son of God: and
they that hear shall live.”

2. Because in this account all are not said to he
raised, but only those who had “ done good or evil.”
This exeludes half the human raee, which, dying in
infancy, never has done good or evil.

3. Orif it be claimed that all are raizsed, tiaen
only the good and evil are assigned and the rest are
left unprovided for,

4 Beeaunse thizsresurrection follows the judgment,
whereas, in the popular view, the final resurrection
precedes the jodgment.

5. Because in the final resurrection no judgmeny
follows. See I Cor. zv.

6. Because the dead are not raised from hades,
but from the * the graves,” as in Ezek, awavis.

7. This is a moral awakening, of those dead in
trespasses and sins, and therefore can only include
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those who have done good or evil, and not all men,
It ig parallel with Dan, zid - 2, and Matt. 2zér, Daniel
BAYE:

Many of them that sleep in the dugt of the earth
chall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to
gshame and everlasting contempt. :

That Daniel’s is g local and figurative use of the
word 1s evident:

1 Because it i3 not all men but “many* who are
raiged, and - .

2, Becauseo this was to be at the seson:d appear-
ing of Christ during the lifetime of those who
heard Christ speak, Daniel says:

And at that time shall Michael stand up, the
great prince which standeth for the children of -thy
people; and there shail be a time of trouble,such as
never was since there was a nation, even to that
same tine., 2é.: 1.

Jnsus says:

There shall be great tribulation, such as was not
since the beginning of the world to this time, no,
nor ever shall be.  Matl, mwiv: 21, .

That the prophet and the Savior refer to the same

_event is evident:

When ye, therefore, shail see the abomination of
desolation, spoken of by Idaniel the prophet, stand in
the holy place, {(whoso readeth, let him understand,)
then Jlet them which be in Judea flee into the
mountains? Let him which i8 on the house-top
not come down to take anything out of his house,
This generation shall not pass till all these things
be fulfilled, Matt, zxiv: 16,17, 21,

All these descriptions refer to the moral awaken-
Ing, or anastusis that Jesus caused. Bubt the flpal
resurrection ig a different event. Ifis described
by Jesus and Paul.

The same day came to him the Sadducees, which
wry that there is no resurrection, and asked him,
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saying, Master, Moses sald, that if a man die, hav-
ing no children his brother shall marry his wife,
and raise up seed unto his brother. Now tliere wera
with us geven brethren; and the first, when he had
married & wife, deceased, and having no issue, lefi
11s wife unto his brother; likewise the second also,
and the third, unto the seventh. And last of all the
woman died also. I'hereforse, in the resurrection,
whose wife shall she be of the seven? For they all
had her. . Jesus answered and said unto them: Ye
do err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the power
of God, For in the resurrection they neither
marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the
angels of God in heaven. But as touching the res-
urrection of the dead, have ye not read that which
w3 spoken unto you by God, saying, T am the God
of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob? God is not the God of the dead, but of the
living., Muatt. zxdi: 21 —32, And Jesus answering
sald unto them, the children of this world marry,
and are given in marriage; but they which shall be
accounteld worthy to obtain that world, and the
resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor are

iven in marriage; neither can they die any wmore;
or they are equal unto the angels; and are the
children of God,- being the children of the resur-
fedtion. Now that the dead are raised, even Moses
shewed at the bush, when he calleth the L.ord the
God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the
Godof Jacobh. For be is not a Godof the dead, but
of the living; for all live unto him, ZLuke wx: 34
—38. Bee also, Mark xff. 18 —27.

1, Al are raised acecording to this statement,
% the dead are raized.”

2, All the dead are immortal. * Neither can they
die any more” '

3, They are “ angels,”

4. They are like God in charaecter.

5. All must be holy and happy forever, ag all are
{mmortal, godlike, angels. :

The objection sometimes offered to this view ig i
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the phrase Luke uses, but that the other evangelists
do not.  * They which shall be aceounted worthy to
obtain that world,” But this phrase is a reply to
the Pharigees who denied that some wounld be deem-
ed worthy to rise. Jesus having sald that all will
rise, says they “having been accounted worthy,”
(kataxiothentesy are lmmortal and holy. The lexi-
cographers define this word thus: Donnegaun, “To
- deem worthy, to hondr, to estaem, to desirve, to sue
for.” Greenfield, * to account worthy, to esteem
fit.* Dr, George Campbell thus translates it:

But among them who shall be honored to share in.

the resurrection and the other world.

The“Emphatic Diaglott? defines the phrase 3 hav-

ing been accounted worthy.” The language is this:

‘I'ne children of this world marry and are given
in marriage but they having been accounted worthy
to gbtain that world, that iz, the resurrection of
the dead, are the children of God, belng the chil-
dren of the resurrection.

‘That he taught this doctrine is evident from
verse 33, “And when the multitude heard this,
they were astonished at his doctrine,” What aston-
ished'them ? In his audience were

1. Pharizees who believed in partial salvation..

lad he taught that-he would not have astonished
thetn, : )

2. Badducees, who denied the resurrection. Hait
he taught that, he would not have astonished them.

8. Heathen, who entertained views similar to
those of the partialists of the present day, Had
he taught endless punishment for a portion of man-
kind, he would not have astonished them.

The oply doctrine that could have astonished all
these ¢lasses, was the 1‘esu1;'ecti0n of all soulz to
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holiness and happiness. He taught something new
and different to what 2ll these classes received.
Universal salvation is the only possible view dif.
ferent from the doctrines of all these. Hence
Jesus warned his hearers against the old ideas.

Then Jesus said unto them, take heéd, and beware
of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Badducess.
Then understood they how that he bade them not
beware of the leaven of bread, hut of the doctriue
of the Pharisees and of the Saddueees, Mudit, xvi:
6, 12,

He rejected the idea of all and tanght that the
resurrection condition is one of universal holiness,
Paul’s view accords perfectly with the doctrine of

the Savior:

But now is Christ risen from the dead and be-
come the first fruit of them that slept. For sinece
by man came death, by man came algo the resurrce-
tion of the dead, Xor asin Adam all die, everr co
in Christ shall all be made alive. But every man
in his own order; Christ the first fruits, afterward
they that are Christ’s at his coming, Then, cometh
the end, when he shall have delivered up the king-
dom to God, even the Father; when he shall have
put down all rule, and all authority and power. For
he must reign till he hath put sll enemies under his
feet, The last enemy (that) shall be destroyed (is)
death. [The words *that,” and “is” are supnlied
by the translators. What Paul says is, * The last
enemy, Dealh, SHALL BE DESTROYED.”] For he hath
put all things under his feet. But when he saith,
all things are put under him, it is manifest that he
is exeepted, which did put all things under him,
And when all things shall be subdued unto him,
then shall the Son also himself be subjeet unto him
that put all things under him, that Ged may beallin
all. Bo alzo is the resurrection of the dead. 1t issown
in corruption, It is raised in incorraption;itissown
in dishonor, it 1s raised in glory;it is sownin weak-
ness, it israised in power; It is sown a natural body
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it israized aspiritual body. And soitiswritten, the
first man Adam was made aliving soul; the last Adam
was made a quickening spirit, Howbeit that was not
fivst whieh isspiritual, but that which is natural, and
afterward that which is spiritual, The first man is
of the earth, earthy; the second man is the Lord
from heaven. As is the earthy, such are they also
that are earthy;and as is the beavenly, such are
they also that are heavenly. And as we have borne
the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the im-
age of the heavenly. Now this I say, brethren
that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
God; neither doth eorruption inherit incorruption,
Behold, I shew youamystery: We shall not all sleep,
but we shall all be changed in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the -last trump; for the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raized in-
eorruptible; and we shall be changed. For this
corruptible must put ot incorruption, and this
mortal must put on immortality. S0 when this
corruptible shafl have put on incorruption, and this
mortal shall have pat on immortality, then shall be
brought to pass the saying that is written, death is
swallowed up in vietory. © death where is thy
sting? O grave where i3 thy vietory? The sting
of death i3 8in; and the strength of sin is the law,
But thanks be to God, which giveth us the vietory
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my
beloved brethren, he ye steadfast, unmoveable,
#lways aboundiang in the work of the Lord, for as
much a8 ye know that your labor is not in vainin
the Lord, I Cor.ap: 20 —28;42—58,

Here we see, )
1, "All mankind are ingluded., The same all that
die as Adam died will be resuscitated,

3. They are not merely to live, but are to live
“in Christ,” And as is the first firnit so iz the
harvest, )

3. They are to e new creatures, and wear the

image of the heavenly. If any man be in Christ he
is a new creatnre. I7 Cor.v: 1. D
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4, Ttis a condition of “ glory,” * incorruptibility,
“immortality.”

5. 1t is not the resurrection of the body, “ Flesh
and bleod cannot inherit the kingdom of God.”

6, Deathis to be destroyed.

7. All man’s encmies are to be annihilated.

8. And inan is to be vietor through Christ over
all. And in this mountain ghall the Lord of hosts
make unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of
wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of
wines on the lees well refined,” And he will destroy
in this mountain the face of the covering cast over
all people, and the vail that is spread over all ua-
tions. He will swallow up death in victory, and
the Lord God will wipe away tears from off all
faces; and the rebuke of his people shall be taken
away from off all the earth; for the Lord hath
spoken it. " fsq. xxv: 6.—8,

9, That the final resurréetion is to holiness, is
evident from Panl's words in Aels zxfv: 16,in which
Ite hopes for “ the resurrection of the dead, both of
the just and unjust” It is not supposable that
Paul could hope, that is, desire and expect, the
resurrention of tha unjust, if he believed that they
would rise to endless torture, The fact that he

lioped for the resurrection of the unjust proves that

he regarded it as a blesging to them, even,
It is said that there is a resurrection to be at-
tainzd by human effort, True, Jesus says:

Then gaid he also to bim that bade him, when
tliou makest a dinner or a supper, call not thy
friends, nor thy brethren, neither ‘thy kinsmeun, nor
thy rich neighbois;lest they, also bid thee again,
and a recompense be made thee, But when thou
makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame,
the blind; and thou shalt be hlest; for they cannot
recompense thee; for thou shalt be recompensed at
the resurrection of the just, Luke zév: 12, —14,
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‘This is the result, not of faith, but of good works,
and gives a higher measure of glory to those whe
are worthy of it, “In the resurrection ons star
differs from another) Those who descerve it, have
the larger measure of joy in the resurreetion.

Women received their dead raised to life again:
and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance;
thatsthey might obtain a better resurrection. Heb.
x£ » 8b.

There ave grades hereafter, all are not alike,
though all are equal to, or like the angals.

The anastasis, or resurrection is not merely being,
it is arising, s woral and spiritual ascent ultimately
to be experienced by all mankind, who are to he
made alive in Chrigt, and hecome equal to the an-
gels. Itis “rising to a better life,” in the words ot
Macknight, Scotch Presbyterian., This is the clear
and unmistakable testimony of Jesus the Savior
and Paul the Apostle. 'Well did this sublime con-
summation eompel the apostle to exclaim:

For God hath coneluded them all in unbelief, that
he might have merey upon all. O the depth of the
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
how unsearchable are his judgments, and hizs ways
past finding out! - For who hath known the mind
of the Lord? O who hath been his ¢counsellor? Or
who hath firss given to him, and it shall be recom-
pensed unto him again? For of him, and through
him, and to him; are all things, to whom be glory
forover. Amen. Rom. xi: 32— 36.

And let all the people say Amen,
THE NATURE OF PUNISHMENT
The office of punishment to correct and reform,
as punishment i3 explaided in the New Testament,
demonstrates that it is to be followed by reforma-
tion and restoration. In Mati. wev. 46, where certain
wicked are sent away into * everlasting punishment,”
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the word “everlasting” denotes—as is its usual
meaning in the Bible—long but not endless dura-
tion, and tlie word punishmeunt is a translation from
kolustn, which means to prune, These are sent
away to he pruned, that is improved; this iz the
exact meaning of the langurage. Paul conveys this
idea:

To deliversuch a one unto Satan for the destruction
of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of
the Lovd Jesus, 7 Cor.v: 5. We have had fatlers
of out flesh which corrected us and we gave them
reverence ; shall we not much rather be in subjection
unto the Father of Spirits and live? Tor they
verily for a few days chastened us after their own
pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be
partakers of his holiness Now no chasteumg for
the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous;
nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit
of righteousness unto them which are exercised
thereby, Heb. zif:8—11.

We must therefore charge God with being unable
to accomplish his purpose in the punishment he
inflicts, or we must admit that his pruning, sooner
or later. causes those punished to yield to God * the.
peaceabla fruit of righteousness,” by * partaking
of his holiness.” Hence all God’s punishments must
end in reformation.

THE PRAYER OF JERUS FOR HIS
MURDERERS.

Long hefore his death, Jesus commanded his dis-
ciples to forgive those who injured them. This
injunction is in the Lords Prayer, and it is alse
found in the following:

Then eame Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft
shall my Brother sin against me, and I forglve him?
Till seven times? Jesus saith unto him, 1 say net
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unto thee, until seven times, but untilgeventy times
sevew, Motd, wvdil ; 21, 22,

The reason is, because God places no Iimit on hig
forgiveness If if could be shown that God ever
ceases to forgive, then the obligation would not rest
on man to forgive those who wrong him. But ag
God always forgives, man should do likewise.
“Seventy. times seven,” four huundred and ninety
tiines, deanotes confinnal forgiveness. How sub-
limely was this illustrated on the cross:

Father, forgive them, for they know not what
they do. Luke mxiilr 34,

Did Jesus offer this prayer *in faith, nothlng
doubting # If notit was not Christian prayer,
Was his prayer answered? 1f not, then Jesus was
mistaken, for he said, addressing the wicked Jews:

Ye hall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say,
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord
Matt, zaidt: 37—39.

And certainly Peter looked beyond the guﬂt of
the murdererg of Jesus o their delivevance from
sin, when he said:

The Gog of Abraham, and of Isaae, and of Jacob,
the God of our fathers hath gloritied "his Son Jesus;
whom ye delivered up and denied him in the pres.
ence of Pilate, when he was determined to let him
go, but ye kilied the Prince of Life. . . Ye are
the children of the prophets, and of the covenant
which God made with our fathers; saying unto
Abhrabam, and in thy seed shall all the kiundreds of
the earth be blessed, Unto you firse, God baving
raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to "bless you, in
turuing away every one of you from his iniquities,
Acts 72 13 —153 26 — 286,

Jesus prayed for the foi'giveness of his murderers,
He must have prayed in faith, for be cendemns all
other prayer, He believed that even his diseiples
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prayers would be answered,— and of course his own
—and Peter declares that these: wicked men for
whom Jesus prayed, were to be delivered from their
iniguities. Andif this be true, certainly no human
gin can fail, sooner or later, to receive the divine
forgiveness,

GOD THE CREATOR.

God that made the world, and all things there-
in, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and eartl,
dwelleth not in temples made with hands: neither
is worshipped with hands, as though be needed
anything, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath,
and all things; and hath made of one blood all
nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the
earth, and hath determined the times before ap-

‘pointed, and the bounds of their habitatlon; that

they should seek the Lord if haply they might feel
after him, and find bim, though he be not far fromn
every one of us: for in him we live, and move, and
have our being; as ¢ertain also of your own poeta
have2ssaid, for we are alse his offspring. .Adets woii:
24— 28,

He did not create without a good purpose.

‘Thou art worthy. O Lord, to reccive glory, and
honor and power for thon hast created all things,
and {'ilr thy pleasure they are and were ereated. Rev.
s 11,

He created for his pleasure, but he can only be
happy in the happiness of others. He, foreknew,
foresaw the destiny of his children. He was good
and desired their welfare, wise and planned as he
pleased, powerful and will execute his plans. There-
fore he has not created one sonl whose welfare he
has not fixed, ‘

The I.ord is good to all, and his tender mercies
are over all his works, Ps, cele: 9 : :

He created as an infinitely wise, powerful. and
good Father. Therefore all his children will reach
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a happy immortality. - Let the Christian always
remember that God is the Creator of souls only as
he is their Father, and Lis faith will infallibly per-
ceive that he is the final Savior of just a3 many as
he is Creator. :

GOD'S HOLINESS.

Ye shall be holy for I the Lord your God am
holy. Zev. xdx; 2. Holy, holy, holy Lord God Al
mighty, which was, and is, and Is to come, =Rew,
iv: 8.

A holy God might allow sin and sorrow as a
means, bt he could not allow it as an end, unless he
were compelled. SBuch a God could not permit, as
the best thing he eould do, what only an infinite
‘devil could do' at his worst, perpetuate vice, and
continue wickedriess forever, Infinite holiness wilt
wage a continual warfare with sin until universal
holiness shall reign, To shut up sin in the prison-
house of hell, and keep it alive forever, is to violate
God's love of holiness, How absurd to say thata
holy God has affixed penalties to his law that will
ingure final unholiness! All men must be holy be-
cange he iz holy. '

GOS8 MERUY,

The Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies are
overall his works. Ps.exlv: ¢ Hismerey endureth
forever, Ps, evii- 1. He is as ..erciful when punish-
ing a8 when forgiving, Also unio thee, 0 Lord,
belongeth merey, for thou renderest to guery man aceord-
ing to his works. Ps. luid: 12,

P, cxxxvi employg? the phrase, “mercy endoreth
forever,” twenty tlines. A God all mercy is not a
God unjust, nor is & God all justice a God unmer-
ciful, inasmueh as God’s mercy and justice are as
the two wings of the Holy Spirit, identical in object
a=d purpose. . God is mezciful and just in punishing
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and forgiving, When the Divine Love plans it ir
wisdom, when it executes 1t is power, when il
punishes it i8 justice, and when it forgives it I
metey. If one sinner escape his full punishment
God is unjast., If one is lost he s unmereiful,

He is a just God and a Savior, BKa, zlv: 21. Thow
wast 3 God that forgavest them, though thon teckes
vengeance of thedr inventions. Ps. xein: 8.

The meaning of this verse is, he punished first
and then forgave, This he must do toward each
gonl, But if he torments one goul forever, where is
hig mercy? The worst a depraved devil could do
would be to torture an enemy forever, Caninfinite
benevolence do no better than the worst malavolence
would do? His infinite mercy demonstrates the
final salvation of every child of his.

GOD'S JUSTICE,

A God of truth, and without iniqufty, just and
right is he. Deuf. zaxii: 4. A just God and aSavior.
Ba. xlv: 21, Who will vender to every man according
to his deeds. Bom. i 6,

God will not judge for unbelief but for “ deeds.”
Hence, as each has done good and evil, each 1z to
be, at the same time, forever happy and forever
wretched, or all rewards and punishments must be
temporal, Justice requires obediencé. Justice
demands that every mortal being should receive the
full measure of his desert, If all deserve endless
punishment, all must be forever miserable, or God
will work eternal injustice on those who escape the
penalty, and as no soul will ever be able to suffer
endless torment, so no soul will ever be justly pun-
ished. If endless torment be the just penalty of:s
God’s law, justice can never be anministered to any
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one soul, inasmuech as no sonl can ever experience
the penalty in.its fullness. .

O man, what doth the Lord reguire of thee but
to deal justhy, and to lovemerey, and te walk humbly
with thy God? Micahvi: B,

Will he require men to de justly, and then compel
them forever to deal unjustly? Could he love and
demand justice, and issue a just law, and then affix
a penalty that would insure its defeat, and perpet-
nate injustice?

God Almighty, just and true are thy ways, thou
king of Baints, Rev. v 3. Justice and judgment
are the habitation of thy throne, Ps, lexain: 14,

The law of God and the object of justice is to
eonvert men.

Thelaw of the T.ord is perfect, converting the zoul
Pz, xiw 7. Love Is the fulfilling of the Iaw. Bom. xifi:
10.. For verily, I say unto you, till heaven and earth
pass, oune jot or one tittle shall in no wige pass from
the law, till all be fulfilled. Mots, v : 18, Now the end
of the commandment iz eharity out of a pure heart,
and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned.
I Tim, 35, Jesus sald untohim, thoushalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind, this is the first and
great  commandment, and the second is like
unto it, thon shalt love thy neighbor as thyself, On
these two commandments hang all the law and the
prophets, Maft, exéi: 36 —40,

All men are to receive strictly according to their
works, If 1t 15 just to punish sinners forever, then all
souls must be damned. And as all are to be dealt justly
by, it fallows, if any are to he saved, that endless
punishment canpot be the just due of any one, As
all have performed both good and evil deeds, all
have merited bhoth endless happiness and endless
vorment, Can men then acecuse God of so stultify-
ing himself as to make his law a fallure by annexing
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a penalty that shall forever prevent its fulfillment?
Bui justice is satisfied here, without an infinite
penalty. .

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your
God. Speak ye comfortably to Jernsalem, and cry
unto her that her warfare is accomplished, that her
iniguity is pardoned; for she hath recelved of the
Lord's hand double for all her sins, e %i-1,2.

Here the law was satisfied with a temporal pen-
alty, therefore it does not require an endless one.
Hence we are taught that God fully punishes the
ginner, and then forgives his sins,

Thou wast a4 God that forgavest them, though
thou tookest vengeance of their inventiona. Ps.
zeix . 8.

That ig, justly punished and then mercifully for-
gave, Justice can only be satisfied with universal
obedience to God's law, Therefore it caunot de-
mand the inflietion of endless torment bul must
forever insist on obedience, and forever labor to
secure it. .

Justlee can only be satisfied when all men do
justly. Tt reguires all men to love God, and can-

‘not therefore be satisfied with anything legs than

nniversal obedience. HEndless punishment would
defest the demands of justice, and wonld be unjust,
and is therefore impossible. Justlee i3 identical
with meérey and demands the same. The divine
law will always be binding on all moral beings, there-
fore, God's attribute of justice can only result in
nniversal holiness, 50 that the fact that God is just
is o guaranty that the infamous injustice of endless
sin and wo can never be perpetrated, but that his
just and perfect law will be fulfilled in the conversion
of the souls of all mankind, A just finite heing se-
cures the prevalence of justice 2o far ag he has power
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A just infinite being will not fail to secure universal
justice, for he possesses not only the dizposition,
but the means requisite to that great end.

GOD'S OMNISCIENCE.

0O Lord, how maunifold are thy works, in wisdom
hast thou made them all, Ps. efv- 24, Known unto
Glod are all his works from the beginning of the
world, Aets av: 18. Great is our Lord, and of
great power; his uanderstanding is infinite, Ps.
cxlvii s 6, Heisperfect in knowledge, Job. waavi: 4.
Declaring the end from the beginning, and from
ancient times the things that are not yet done, say-
ing, my counsel shall stand, and I will do all my
pleasure, Jsa, 2lvi: 10, Tor thou, even thou, only,
knowest the hearts of all the children of men, I
Kings viti: 39. Neither iz there any creatare that
is not manifest in his sight; but all things are naked
and open unto the eves of him with whom we have
to do, Heb, d: 13, The eyes of the Lord are
in every place, beholding the evil and the good.
Pro, gu: 3. 'Thou understandest my thought afar
off, and art acquainted with all my ways. Thete is
not a word in my tongue but lo! O Lord, thou know-

est 1t altogether, Pa. exvain: 2 —4. ‘

God foresaw every event and could have prevented
any. Inowing the final result, with ability to
prevent he must have intended it. Therefore he
designed the endless torment of some or the happi-
ness of all. Everything will be a8 he wishes. He
degires universal happiness, and is wise enongh to
accomplish it. Man's freedom of will and all other
impediments were foreseen and provided for.

% Did he o’erlock the Jeast of his concerns,
Bince from the least the greatest oft origingtes,
" Then unforeeen pontingence might alarm him,

And disturb the calm and equal course
Of hia afairs.”

Nothing can surprise him or long prevent the op-
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erations of his perfect wisdom, To say that a father
foresaw that a ehild, if created, would suffer forever,
is to say that he would never create such a child.
When we say he is an omniscient Father, we dem-
onstrate his eare and love, and final protection and
grace to all his children, He could not create an
immortal being of whose salvation he was not ab-
solutely sure,

GOD'S OMNIPOTENCE.

If it were possible for him to be infinltely good,
a8 he is, to desire the salvation of all, as he does,
and infinitely wise to plan what he desires, as he 1s,
he might fail for lack of infinite power to exeomte
" hig desires and designs.- But he is almighty to
execute,

And 1 heard as it were the voice of a great meiti-
tude, and as the voiece of many waters, and as the
voice of mighty thunderings. saying, Alleluia: for
the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Rev. xin: 6,7,

He will do what he can, being love, and he can do
what he will, being cmnipotent, and being omni-
scient, he can devize the requisite means to acoom-
plish all he wishes. His love desires, hiz wisdom
plans, and his power accomplishes the salvation of
all, If he does not desire universal happiness he is
not infinitely good, if he cannot plan he }acks
wisdom, and if unable to execute he lacks power. Buat
he desires that result, plans to accomplish it,
and executes all plans. What shall hinder t’em?
Nothing,

He doeth according to his will in the arn ;7 of
heaven and among the inhabitants of the eart™ an'l
none can stay his hand or say unto him, What ~oest
thou? Dan.iv; 35, There are many devices in a
man’s heart, nevertheless, the counsel of the _ord.



GOD'S LOVE. 76

that shall stand, Prow, zéx: 21, But he is in one
mind, and who ¢an turn him? and what his 2o0ul
desireth, even that he doeth, Jobzadiz; 13, Who
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.
Eph, £ 11,

Praise, everlasting praise be paid

To him who earth’s foundations latd:
Praise to the God whose atrong decrees,
Sway the ereation as he plense,

GOD'S LOVE.

Baloved, let ns love one another: for love is of
God: and everyone that loveth is born of God, and
knoweth God, And we have known and helieved
the love that God hath te us, God is love; and he
that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in
him, fJohniw:7,16. Love worketh no ill to hia
neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.
Rom, ziii: 10,

Good will is the divine nature and essence, What-
ever God does isalways directed by what heis, Such
a God will do the best he can by each of his creatures,
But endless torment would be the worst he could do.
Is the best a God of Love can do no better than the
worst e can do? Can a God of Love do that which
does not benefit himself, angels, men nor devils,
which will defeat his benevolent purpose, render
heaven an exile to millions, who miss their loved
ones, and fill hell with agony? No. His “love
worketh no {117 Therefore he will always be kind
to the nnthankful and evil, will punish to reform
and bless,

For I am the Lord, I change not, Mul .6,
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from
above, and cometh down from the Father of lights,

with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of
turning. Jomes i: 17.

Then he will always love his enemies, will always

-
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seek their good, for this he does and always has
done.

For when we were yet without strength, in due
titne Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for
4 righteous man will one dié; yet peradventure for
& good man some would even dare to dle, But God
commendeth his love toward us, in that while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us, Rom. #’ 6—
8. For Godso loved the world that he gave his
ounly begotten Son, that whoscever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn
the world; but that the world through him might
be saved. Johw i; 16,17. In this was manifested
the love of God toward ug, because that God sent
iis only begotien Son into the world that we might
live through him. Ierein is love,not that we loved
God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sing, I John . 9, 10,

He loves sinners, and will do the best he ean for
them. Godis Love., This is the passion that he
ever manifests towards his children. It will never
cease in the bosom of the Father.

¢ They gin who tell ua love can die;
With life all ofbher passiona fiy,”
All others are buf vanity

‘I8 holy flame forever borneth,
From heaven it came to heaven returneth,

Hence the Apostle says:

If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother
he iz a liar. IJohn dv: 20.

S0 if a4 man say God is love, and will hate anJ
curse his child, ke iz a liar. He can only ordain or
sllow, what is for the final good of his children
Even his punishments will result in their improve-
ment. * Our God is a consun ing flve.” Heb, xii: 28
But the firelz love, and will only consume the enemies
of his children; for “ Loeve worketh no 111" Rom, xééf !
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10. And Godso loved the world that he sent hlB
Son to die for it, Jehn 7i: 16, )

We have seen and do testify that the Father sent
the Son to be the Savior of the Workd, IJohniv: 14.

So that the believing Christian can say:

For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth,
nor any other creature, shail be able to separate us
from the Love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord., Rom, viti: 38,

God ereated, governs, judges, puulshes, and does
all things as a Father, all-wise, almighty, all-mer-
ciful. All that the best earthiy father would do
for his children, God can do for his offspring. Good
will, kindness, the hest he can do with infinite
might and wisdom, God will do fer every child— for
all mankind, The best thing that infinite love, aided
by omnipotence and omniscience can accomplish
-~ the only thing these divine attributes will ac--
complish, is universal happpiness.

GOD'Y ATTRIBUTES UNLIMITED.

The Psalmist reprehends a practice prevalent
Both in his day and now of “limiting the Holy One
of Tsracl” Ps. lxaxviéi: 41, of placing boundaries to
the abilities of the divine attributes. Infinite,
they are without limitation, and it is a sort of pro-
fanity to adopt any conclusions that place bounds to
them, and yet many Chrlstlans represent God as
like the foolisl man:

For which of you, intendmg to build a tower, sit-
teth not down first, mld counteth the cost, whether
he have sufficient to finish it? T.est hap]y after he
hath laid the foundation, and is not able fo finish it :
all that behold it begln to mock him, saymg 1
this man began to build, and wag not able o finish. !
Luke xfe: 28°--30. A |

kK
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GOS8 POWER UNLIMITED,

He doeth according to his will in the army of
heaven, and among the inhahitanis of the ear h:
and noue can stay his band, or say unto him, wrat
doest thou? Dan, fv: 35, For as the rain comcth
down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth
nof thither, but watereth the eavth, and maketh it
bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to lhe
sower, and bread to the eater so shall my word be
that goeth forth out of my mouth; it shall not re-
turn unto me void, but it shall accomplizsh that
which I please and it shall prozper in the thing
whereto I sent it. Jea. Jo: 10, 11. Who worketh
all things after the counsel of his own will, Eph,
i 1123 The Lord God omuipotent reigneth. Rev.

Then nothing can hinder kis power from executing
whatever he wisheg to accomplish, And yet how
often it is said that the weakest human belng who
ever lived, is endowed with a will so strong that if
he please to exercise it, God cannot accomplish a
plan between which and himself that atubborn will
ghall rise, though it is a plan which he has pledged his
sacred word, and sent his only son to live and die
to accomplish! God has commanded all souls to
obey himj has declared that all shall obey him;but
we are told that if we help him he will succeed, but
if we decline to do 8o, we can defeat him — ecan
throw the divine purpose from the track, and though
God’'s omnipotence exert - itself to the utmost, it
ghall fail utterly of its purpose. Is not this limit-
ing that attribute of Deity on which the Divine
character rests ?

GOoD*S WISDOM UNLIMITED,

His understanding is infinite, Ps. exleii: 5. De-
elaring the end from the beginning and from ancient
time the things that are not yet done, saying, my
counsel ghall stand and T will do all my pleasura,
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Jag, zlvi: 10, Enown unto God are all his works
from the beginning of the world. Adefs zv: 18

To claim that God desires the final welfare of
all men, and that his wisdom hag devised the best
plan possible to infinite wisdom, but that man's
rebellion has not been foreseen, or, if foreseen, not
amply provided for, presents the same disastrous
resalt.  What would be said of a mechanic who
should construct a sewing machine which, on trial,
would not sew? On examination it is found that a
little wheel or sﬁ:ring has been inserted that utterly
prevents the machine from doing what its maker .
declares it was constructed to do! Would not such
a machinist conviet himself of folly? “T'o =ay that
God has ereated men to serve him, and has conferred
upon them an agency that prevents. them from
serving him—that he has not wisdom enough to
overcome the agency he has given them, is to limit
God’s wisdom. To say that man's agency is not
abuudantly provided for in the plans of God, and
that all souls wiil not be willing to obey him in the
day of his power, is to limit the Holy One of
Jsrael. -The divine perfections are equally im-
peached if we suppose that God will do all he
wishes, but that he does not desire that all zouls
shall enjoy him;that his wisdom and power will
accomplish all he pleases, but the final triumph of
evil in a portion of hiz universe iz a part of the
divine plan, This is Calvinism. It plumes itself on
a strong and wise @God, but it builds his wisdom and
power on the ruins of his goodness, just as in other
systems of error his goodness stands on the ruins of
his wisdom and power. ’

GOD'S LOVE UNLIMITED,

He desires do save all,
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For God se loved the world that he gave his ouly
begotten Son, that whoscever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life. Joha
#i: 16, But God commendeth his love towards us,
in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us, Rom,v:8 But God, whoe iz rich in merey, for
his great love wherewith he loved us, even when
we were dead insius, hath quickened us together with
Christ, {by grace ye are saved.) ZHph, #: 4,5, The
Lord is good to all and his tender mercies are over
all his works. Ps. exlv . ’

It matters not which view we take. No theory
of the loss of a single soul can be adopted that does
. ot drag to ruin one or more of the attributes of
God. Does he not desire the welfare of that soul?
Then he is deficient in goodness, Can bhe not plan
its welfare? Then he is not infinitely wise. Can
he not execute the plan he desires? His power is
limited. To be infinite in all his attribufes he
must be so good as to desire, so wise as to plan,and
so powerful as to execute the good of all. The
God of Calvinism 18 strong but bad; the God of
Arminianism is good but weéak. The Christian
God has the faults of neither and the merits of
both, :

1f, therefore, we say that God will not and cannot,
or can but will not, or will but cannot, save every
human soul, we limit him in some direction, but if
he will and ean, then the result contemplated by
the Universalist faith musi be aceomplished,
GOD'8 WILL, PLEASURE, PURPUSE,

PROMISE, AND OATH.

It is the will of God to save all souls.

I exhort therefore, that, first of all,supplieations,
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be
made for all meu; for kings and for all that are in an-
thority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life
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in all godliness and hoenesty. For this is good and
acceptable In the sight of God our Savior; who will
have all men to he gaved, and to come unto the
knowledge of the truth, For there is one God, and
one medfator between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus; who gave himgelf a ransom for all, to be tes-
tified in due cinte, 7 Fém. 280 1—46. All that the
Futlher giveth me shall come to me; and him_that
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out, For I
came down from heaven, not to do mine own will,
but the will of himn that sent me. And this is the
Fathey’s will which hath sent me, that of all which
he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should
raise it up agair at the last day. And this is the
will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth
the Son, and believeth on him,may have everlasting
life; and I will raise him up at the last day. John
vl 37 —40, .

Thiz I8 not g will of desire merely, but of purpose,
such being the meaning of the word thels, as the
following passages show:

Tor as the Father raiseth up the dead and guick-
eneth them, even so the Son quickeneth whom he
will. Johknv: 21, And Jesus put forth his hand and
touched him, saying, 1 will; be thou clean. And
immediately his leprosy was cleansed, Mai. viti: 3.
The satne day there came certain of the Pharisees
saying unto him, get thee out, and depart hence; for
Herod will kill thee. Luke 24 31. We will not
have this man to reign overus, Luke xix. 14.

A good belng, a Father, could have no other will
than the welfare of his children. His will {s finglly
Lo be aecomplished, :

But he is in one mind, and whe can turn him?
and what his soul desireth, even that he doeth., Jod
%2322 13, There are many devices in a man’sheart;
nevertheless the counsel of the Lord that shall stand.
Prow, wiz: 21, He doeth according to his will in the
army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the
earth; and none ¢an stay his hand, or say unto him
what doest thou? Daa, fv: 33, Thy people shall
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ve willing in the day of thy power. Ps.ex: 3. Thy
will be done, Matt. vis 10, ‘

B is Gods pleaswure that all shall'be redeemed from
stn and error.

For thou hast created all things, and for thy pleas-
ure they are and were created, Rev. fvs 11, As |
live saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the
death of the wicked, Ezek, xvifi: 23, 32, Having made
gnown unto us the mystery of his will, according to
his good pleasare which he heth purposed in him-
self, that in the dizpensation of the fullnessz of times
he might gather togetiier in one all things in Chrisg,
both which are in heaven and which are on earth
even in him. ZEph.i: 9,10, :

God s pleasure will e performed.

I will do all my pleasure. Jeq, zlwi: 10. So shall
my word be that goeth forth out of my mouths it
shall net return unto me void, but 1t shall aceom-
plish that which I please, and it zhall prosper in the
thing whereto I sent it. Isa. v 1l. The pleasure
of the Lord shall prosper in his (Christ’s) hands.
Tsa. Lt 10,

It is God's purpose to save all.

Having made known unto us the mystery of his
will, according to his good pleasure which he hath
purposed in himself, that in the dispensation of
the fullness of times he might gather together in
one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven,
and which are on earth; even in him: in whom also
we have obtained an inheritanee, being predesti-
nated according to the purpose of him who worketh
all things after the eounsel of his own will; that we
should be to the praise of hiz glory, who first trusted
in Christ:in whom ye also trusted, after that ye
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation:
in whoin also after that ye believed, ye were sealed
with that Holy Spirit of promise, which is the
earnest of our inheritance, until the redemption of
the purchased possession, unto the praise of his
glory. Eph. ¢ 0.

The phrase, a1l things,” here employed, denoteg
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* she universe,” according to Professor Stuart, and
Archbishop Newcome says the phrase means * all
intelligent beings.” God, then, purposes to unite
in cne, all intelligent beings, that iz “the whole
purchased possession,” God's purpose will he exe-
cuted. ' . '

The Lord of Hosts hath sworn, saying, surely as
I have thonght, so shall it come to paess; and as I
have purposed g0 shall it stand— for the Lord of
liosts hath purposed, and who shall disaunul it?
And his hand is stretehed ont and who shall turn it
back? Ka xiz: 24—927, I have spoken it, I will
also hring it $0 pass; [ have purposed it, I.will also
do it. Isq.zivi:1l. Who hath saved us and ealled
us with a holy ealling, not according to our works,
-but aceording to his own purpose and grace, which
was given ns in Christ Jesus befora the world began.
I Tim, 10 9.

If God had no purpose he would aot be God. If
a bad purpose he would not be a father. He had a
good purpose. It embraces the moral universe, It
will be fulfilled in the holiness and happiness of all
mankind. It is sometimes said that the Divine will
is defeated,

0O, Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the
prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto
thee; how often wonld I have gathered thy children
together, even as a hen gathereth her hrood under
her wings, and ye would not! Behold your house
is left unto you desolate. Matt, meiit.: 37, 38,

But such critics do not read the next verse: )

For I say unto yon, ye shall not see me henceforth,
till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the
name of the Lord,

It was a postponement, bnt not a defeat, of the
will of Christ. Thus God's Will, Purpose and
Pleasure are all invested in the work of universal
redemption, and his will, purpose and pleasure will
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be accomplished, for they will remaln eternally the
same, inasmuch as he ia “without variableness or
shadow of turning.” James i: 17. God wills, and
Christ wills universal salvation, the people shall be
willing, and God’s will shall be done.

He has pledged his sacred promise to render all his
affspring holy and hoppy. In the beginning he an-
nounced the temporal duration of sin, and the
death of evil,

And I will put enmity between thee (the serpent)
and the woman, and between thy seed and herzeed;
it shall bruise thy head and thou shalt bruise his
heel, Gen, fiir 1b,

What is the serpent or man’s tempter?

Every man is tempted when he is drawn away
of his own Iust and enticed, James ¢ 14,

Batan and his works are the lusts of the flesh, and
are to be destroyed.

For as much, then, as the children are partakers
of flesh and blood, he algo himself likewise took
part of the same, that through .death he might de-
gtroy him that had the power of death, that is, the
devil; and deliver them, who through fear of death
were all their lifetime subject to bondage, Heb, &
14,15. For this purpose the Son of God was man-
ifested, that he might destroy the works of the
devil, IJohn ifi: 8.

This promise he renewed to the patriarchs and
confirmed to the apostles.

In thee shall all families of the earth be blessed,
Gen, 81 3. In thy seed shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed. Gen, axii; 18, I will perform
my oath which I sware unto Abraham thy father
and I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of
heaven, and I will give unto thy seed all these
countriesy and in thy seed ghall all the nations of
the earth be blessed. Gen.axvi! 5,4. And in thee,
and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be
blessed. Gen. xxviii; 14, Ve are the clildren of the
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prophets, and of the covenant which God made with
our fathers, saying unto Abraham, and in thy seed
shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. Unto
you first, God, having raised up his Son, Jesus, sent
liim to bless you, in turuing away every one of you
from hig lniquities, Aets i 25,26, And the Serip-
ture foreseeing that God would justify the heathen,
through faith, preached before the gospel unto
Abraham saying, in thee ghall all nations be blessed.
Gal.; #i 8, Now to Abraham and his seed were the
promises made. He saith not,and to seedsas of
many; but, as of one, and to thy seed, which is
Christ. @al, @i 16,

All the nations, families and kindreds of the earth
are to be blessed with a gospel blessing, to consist
in being turned away from iniquity,and the Uni-
versalist can plead the promise of God for hisfaith.
*That anchor holds”

He will fulfill his promise,

God is not a4 man that he should lie, nelther the
gon of man that he should repent. Hath he aaid
and shall he nos do it? or hath he spoken and sghall
he not make it good? Num, mxtii: 10, TFor what if
some did not believe? Shall their unbelief make
the faith of God without effect? God forbid: yea,
let God be true bub every man a liar. Rom. @ 3,4.
For all the promises of God in him are yea; and in
him amen. 71 Cor.¢: 20, -

God has confirmed his promise by an cath. He has
gworn to redeem all mankind frrom sin and error,

I have sworn by myself; the word has gone out of
my mouth and shalt not return, that unto me every
knee shall bow and every tongue shall swear surely
ghall gay, in the Lord have I righteousness and
strength. Jsq, zlv: 23, Formenvérily swear by the
greater: and an oath for confirmation s to them an
end of all strife. Wherein God, willing more
sbundantly to show uuto the heirs of promise the
immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an
oath: that by two immutable things, in which it
was impossible for God to lie we might have &
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strong consolation, who have fed for refuge to lay
hold upen the hope set hefore us: which hope we
have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stead-
fast, and which entereth into that within the vail;
whither the forerunner isfor us entered, even Jesns,
made a high priest forever after the order of Mel-
chisedek. Heb. vi.: 16 —20,

Thus we have GOD’S AFFIDAVIT to plead in evi-
dence of our faith, '

Jesus 1s the appointed means to qecomplish this end.

My meat is to do the will of him that sent me
and to finish his work. John w: 34, Thy will he
done, Maoit, vi: 10, was bis prayer. (lod sent not
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but
that the world through him might be saved. John
i 17. We have seen and do testify that the Father
sent tha Son to be the Bavior of the world, IJohn
te; 14, And T, if I be lifted up from the earth, will
draw all men unto tne, John xif: 32,

Grod wills the salvation of all men.
* Who will have all men-to be saved, and to come
nnto the knowledge of the trath. I im, 4. 4

The will of God shall be done.’

He doeth according to his wlll in the army of
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth; and
non¢ can stay hishand, or say unto him, What doest
thon? Dan. dv: 30,

The will of God is law, alike in the spiritual
as in the material world. It must ultimately be
accomplished.

God purposes to save all men.

Having made known unto us the mystery of his
will, according to his good pleasnre which he hath
purposed in himself, that in'the dispensationof the
fulliress of times, he might ﬁather together in one
all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and
whieh are on earth, even in him, Eph, 4: 8,10,

God s purpose will be executed,
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My counsel shall stand and I will do all my pleas-
ure, fza. zlvi: 10

God promisaes to save all men.

Ye are the children of the prophets and of the
covenait which God made with our fathers, sayin
unto Abraham, and in thy seed shall all the kindreds
of the earth be blessed. Aets 4t » 25,

God will fulfil his promises,

For all the promises of God in him are yea,and
in him amen, unto the plory of God by us.. IF Cor,
4220,

God makes cath that he will save all men.

I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of
my moeuth in righteounsness, and shall not return,
that unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue
shall swear, surely shall gay, in the Lord have I
righteonsness and strength: o zlv: 23, 29,

And God will malke good his oath.

Wherein, God willing more abundantly to show
unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his
counsel, confirmed 4 by an oath; that by two im-
mutable things, in which it was impossible forGod
to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have
fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before
ns, Heab. vir 17,18,

Jesus will gccompliah the work he came to do.

He shall zee of the travail of his soul and shall be
satisfied. Jse. Mét: 1. Wherefore God also hath
highly exalted him, and given him a name which
is above every name; that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and
things fn earth, and things under the earth: and
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Chriss
is Lord to the glory of God the Father, Phil ii:
9—11.

WHAT Gop WILLS, Hi PURPOSES; WHAT HE PUR-
po3Es, HE PROMISES; WHAT HE PROMISES HE MAKES
OATH TC SENDS HIS SON T0 ACCOMPLIRH, AND JESUS
DOES ACCOMPLISH.
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YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN.

In thig language addressed by Jesus to Nicodemus,
(John 4i7: 7,) 'is the perpetual declaration of the
Almighty Father to all who are unregenerated, and
it will continue to be uttered, as long ag there is an
unregenerated soul, Usually it is understood as ex-
pressing what ought to be, but it also expresses
what God hag determined shall he —what must be
will be. “ Ye MuUsT be born again” is prophetic of
all human beings,

A CONDITIONAL PRONMISE.

I,if I belifted up from the earth, will draw all
men unto me. Joha miis 32,

Here Jesus predicates universal salvation on his
erucifixion. *If I am crocified,” he says, “1 will
ultimately artract all men unto myself.” For he
said this {verse 83) tosignify the mode of his death.
The conditions have been complied with; he hasg
been erucified. We must believe in the result an-
nounced, or we deny the declaration of Jesus him-
self, '

SIN BUENED; SINNERS SAVED,

Paul declares:

If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer
loss; but he himself shall be sqved, yet s0 as by fire,
I Cor, i : 10,

EVERY SOUL WORTH SAVING.

Thererefore judge nothing before the time, until
the Lord vome, who both will bring to light the
hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest
the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man
have praise of God, I Cor v, 5,

COMFORT FOR ALL.

Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesns
Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all
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comfort; who comforteth us in all our tribulation,
that we may be able to comfort them which are in
any trouble by the comfort wherewith we ourselves
are comforted of God. I7 Cor.{: 3,4,

‘What can the Christian say to those who mourn
the death of unrepentant friends, that will comfort
them —* those in any trouble” —exeept that they
are still in the hands of Divine Grace, who will do
for and by them better than their dearest friends
een ask or think? Only the Universaliss faith can
comfort those in any trouble.

HEAVEN'S JOYS UERTAIN.

For we krow that if our earthly house of this tab«
ernacle were dissolved, we have a bullding of God,
a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
I Cer.v:r ],

The apostle could not know this, unléss it de-
pended on God's immutable purpose. If human
wealness or sin conld saerifice it, then Paul could
only hiope or believe that he might have auch a house.
His certainty renders its existence absolute, and its
inheritance sure.

THE SUBSTANCE OF THINGS HOPED
FOR,

Paul gives one grand definition of Christian faith:
“T1t is the substance of things hoped for.® [Heb, xi.
1. What partial view of God’s redeeming grace
merits this description? What do all Christians
arlently hope for, but the ultimate deliverance of
all sonis from the thraldom of sin?

THE WICKEDEST SAVED,

The apostle Peter addressed the wickedest of
human beings, those who committed the worst act
ever perpetrated, the murder of the sinless Savior,
as destined to salvation, after having received the
just penalty of their ains. He =aid: '
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Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesns of
Nazareth, s man approved of God among you b
miracles, and wonders, and signs, which God did by
him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know
Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel
and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by
wicked honds have erucifled ond sloin.  Aebs @5 22, 25.

Anid when they were “ pricked to the heart™ he
added:

Repent and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ, tor the remission of sins, and
ve shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For
the promise {s unio you, and to your children, and to
all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our
God shall eall, (vs. 38, 39). .

It is not possible that the promise was to these
men, and that they are to be saved, and any less
wicked .than they “lost”® Their deliveranee in-
sures the redemption of all. Hence Peter adds to
the same wicked people:

Ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and de-
sired a murderer to be granted unto you; and killed
the Prince of Life. Te are the children of the
prophets, and of the covenant which God made with
our fathers, saying unto Abraham, and in thy seed
ghall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. Unto
you first, God having raised up his Son Jesus, seng
him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from
his indguities, Aocts itk 14, 25.

THE IMAGE OF G0D.

Jesus was

The image of the invisible God. Col. 4! 15, The
brightness of his glory and the express image of
his person, Heb.{: 3.

That is, in all his conduct, in every tralt of his
disposition, he was just like God, and did just what
God wounld have done. How did he treat sinners?
T'o the woman taken in adultery, he said, “Go, and
sin no more. John #fii: To Thomas, the skeptie.
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who refused to credit bhis resurrectioun, lie showed
the evidence of that great fact inhishands, his feet.
and his side. Johnxe, To Peter, denying with
oaths and curses that he had ever known iim, he
looks with pity and grief, and the heart of the false
disciple is melted. John pvid. To Saul, hating him
and persecuting his followers, he sends no stroke ‘of
doom to annihilate him, but the opening heavens
are radiant with light as he arrests the cruel perse-
sutor with the unanswerable question, “ Saul, Saunl,
why persecutest thoume?” deots {x: 4. Tor those
who nailed him to the cuvoss his last breath is a
prayer that they may be forgiven for their unpar-
alleled erime. ZLuke awifi: 34, Was it the prayer
of faith, and will that prayer be answered? Christ
was the friend of sinners in this world; is he their
friend now? Will he always be their friend? If
uat, is he the same yesterday, to-day, and forever?
As God’s image he will always remain the loving
friend of sinners, employing all possible means for
their improvement and welfare, His whole life waa
in the same spirit. He invoked no vengeance, de-
manded no bloody sacrifice, either of the ginner or
of a viearious substitute, but pity, mildness, merey
and love went from him towards even the vilest of
the vile. God must treat the skeptic, the profane,
the cruel, the murderer, the wicked of every grade
in the same manner, or the resemblance between
image and original would be destroyed. Can God
justify the resemblance to Christ, uiless, though he
punish, he continues to love, and employs all his
Infinite attributes, and all the ages of eternity if
need be, in the blessed work of puritying and sav-
ing his children from. the sins that alienate thewn
" from him? This was the work that always necupled
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Jesus, that still occupies him as he sits at the right
hand of the Father. As truly as Jesus is the image
of God, the Father must always thus be employed,
until the last exile from the home of the soul re-
turns to allegiance, and duty, and heaven.
PAUL'S HOFPE,

I aul hoped that the unjust wonld be raised. He

said: :

T have hope towards God that there shall be a
resurrection of the dead, both of the just and of
the unjust, Aets axtv: 15, .

He must have believed that the resurrection ot
the anjost would be a moral as well s an existen-
tial gnestesiz, He might believe in it, if it were
an unhappy fate, but he conld not hope for it. Hope
is compounded of desire and expectation. He
therefore expected and desired the resarrection of
the unjust. Only a demon could desire their rising
if it were to a condition of endless torment.
But Paul, whose heart always yearned for human
happiness, tells us that the unjust will rise into an
improved condition, a desirable and therefore good
and happy exiatence, when he says he hopes Jfor the
resurrection of the unjust, Hoping for it he demon-
strates that he believed it to be something desira-
able, a benefit to them.

THE GLAD TIDINGS OF GOD,

The apostle Paul, in the first verse of the first
chapter of his letter to the church in Rome, calls
Christianity “The Glad Tidings of God.)” gospel,
(euaggelion). Hiz writings show that he delighted
to dwell on the universal grace and mercy of God.
He announees it in seores of passages, found in this
hook. and agks concerning those who deny it: .

‘What if some did not believe? Shall their unbe- -
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lief make the faith of God without effect? God
forbid: ves, let God be true, but every man a liar,
Rom, ité: 8. Believe what? 'I'hat :
THE UNIVERSE SHALL BE DELIV-
ERED FROM SIN,

Paul says:

The creature itself also shall be delivered from
the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty
of the children of God, Rom. il Z1.

1. Dr. Macknight says® K#isis ™ (the creature in
this passage) “signifies every human creature.”

_ Prof. Stuart declares its meaning o be, as in Mark
zvi; 16, and Col, ¢ 23, " mankind in general.”

2, It issubject to evil.

3. 1t has a hope of deliverance,

4, It shall be delivered. ’ .

5. Into the liberty of God's angels, or childran,
Though not yet accomplished it 1s the provinee of
Christian faith to believe in this result, and thus
eat celestial fruit on earthly ground. Hence the
same apostle says:

Thon hast put all things in subjection under hia
feet. For in that he put all insubjection under him,
he left nothing that is not put underhim, But now
we see not yet all thinga put under him.  But we
see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the
angels for the suffering of death, crowned with
glory and honor; that he by the grace of God should
taste death for every man, Heb. ;8,9

_The subjection of all men to Christ is like that of
Christ to God.

Aund when all things shall be subdued unto him,
(hupotagee) then shall the Son also himself be subjeet,
(hupotageesatai), unto him that put all things under
(Rupotazant) him, that God may be all in all. I Cor,
2v: 28. For [ wounld not, brethren, that ye should be
Ighorant of this mystery lest yeshould be wisein your
awn conceits, thnt blindness in part is happened to

7
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Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.
And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, there
shall eome ont of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn
away ungodliness from Jacob: for this is my eove-
nant unto them, when I shall take away their sins.
Rowm. x¢: 25 — 97, :

It is therefore a willing service, the love and
homage of faithful and obedient children. .4 men
aire to be subject o Ohrist with the same subjection under
which Christ is subject to God.

WHAT @OD WILL NOT DO.

He will not always chide. Ps. eiif: 9. He will
not countend forever., Jsa. Wit 16, He will not
cust off forever. Lam, 4 : 31. He will not retain
his anger forever., Micah vii ! 18,

WHAT 0D WILL DO,

He will have all men to be zaved and to come unto
the knowledge of the truth. I Tém. ii: 4. He will
swallow up death in victory, and wipe tears from
off all faces, HKa.zxvs 8. He will destroy the devil,
Heb, t4: 14, He will destroy the works of the devil.
I Jokn ##: 8, He will destroy man’s laat enemy.
I Qor, v, 26, He will reconcile all things wite him-
gelf, Col 7. 19, 20. He will finishsin, make anend of
transgreassion, and bring in everlasting righteous-
ness, Dan, 24,

SIN, SATAN, DEATH AND HELL
DESTROYEL.

Forasmuch ¢hen as the children are partakers of
flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part
of the same; that throngh death he might destroy
him that had the power of death, that is the devil,
and deliver them who throngh fear of death, were
all their lifetime subject to bondage, Heb, ¥ 14,15,
For this purpose the Son of God was manifested,
:::i}%atshe might destroy the works of the devil. IJohn

i 8, .

The Revelator saw the work accomplished.

Death and Hell were cast into the lake of fire.
Reo, wx: 14,



T

ALL SHALL BE RIGHTEOUS. 9%

This denotes their destruction. Paul declares:

The last enemy that shall be destroyed 1s Death.
I Cop, oo » 26,

The words “ that™ and “ia® are supplied by the
translators, The passage as Paul wrote it 1s “ The
last enemy shall be destroyed, Death. So whether
we suppose Lie meant physical or moral death, it
is to be destroyed, and zll ofher enemies are to be
destroyed previously, - Death is the last, ‘This is
what caused the apostle fo eXclaim triumphantly s

O death, where is thy sting? © grave, where is
thy victory? I Cor.zv ! 85. ‘

There ig no sting, no victory. Then there is no
gin. “The sting of death is sin,” and Christ is
victorions over sin and death, by accomplishing
thelr destruction. These passages teach that Jesus
besame mortal to destroy man's enemieg, the devil,
sin; and:death, and that he succeeded in his great
mission, leaviig not an enemy of man in existence:
when he had finished his work,

 Qer every foe victurious,
.He on his throne shall rest,
From aga to age mere glorious —
All blesging and all bleat.
The tide of time shall never
His covenint remove, -
His name shall stand foraver
" That pame to na is Love.” .
.ALL SHALL BE RIGHTROUS

Ihy people alzo shall be all righteois: they shall
inherit the land forever, the branch of my planting,
gle grlqu of my hands, that I may be glorified, Fa.

Who are his peoplé?

Thou ghalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save
his people FROM THEIR SINS.Y Mait, i 21,

His people are sinners, and as “all have sinned,
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and come short of the glory of God,” all men ave
sinners, and all are *“ his people,”” “All souls arve
hiz,” and though all have gone cut of the way in
sin, all are to return to willing cbedience.

- I have sworn hy myself, the word is gone out of
my mouth in-righteousness, acd shall not return,
that unto me every kneec ghall bow, every tongue
ghall swear, surely shall say, in the Lord have 1
righteonsness and strength. fHa wly - 23, 24,

And that word shall be fulfitled:

It shall not return unto me void; but it shall ae-
complish that which I pleass, and it shall prosper
in the thing whereto Isent 1t. e, . 11,

Hence we read: :

. I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance,
and the uttermoss parts of the earth for thy pos-
seggion, Ps, ¢ r 8, Thou has given him power over
all flesh, that he should give eternal life o as many
ag thou hast given him,” And this is life eternal,
that they might know thee the only true God, and
Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. John zvitr 2, 3.
And he is the propitiation for our sins; and not for
ours only, but also for the sins of the wHOLE WORLD,
IJohnii: 2, He gave himself a rangom for ALL. .
Tim. #1: 6. He tasted death for EvERY MAN. Heb.
69 o

Jesus foresaw and announced this when he said:

And T, if I be lifted up from the earth, (crucified)
will draw all men untoe me. John a7 82, All that
the Father giveth me shall come to mej and him
Lhai::3 cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. John
v 37 :

This explains the meaning of such passages as
these: '

All nations whom thou hast made shall come and
worship hefore thee. Ps, lxwawi: 9. Unto thee
ghall all flesh come, Ps, Izv: 2. All the ends of
the world shall remember and turn unto the Lord.
Py, xxii: 27, Aund they shall teach no more every
man his neighbor, and every man his brother, say-
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ing, know the Lord, for they shall all know me, from
the least of them, unto the greatest of them, saith
the Lord, and.1 will forgive their inigquity, and I
will remember their sins no more. Jer, xawis 34,
For it pleased the Father that in him should all
fulness dwell; and having made peace through the
blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto
himeelfy by him I say, whether they be things in
esarth or things in heaven, Col, ¢: 198, 20.

Archbishop Newcome and Prof. Stuart say “all
things* here mean “all intelligent beings.” Thus
all souls are to be converted to God, and universal
holiness will prevail.

ALL DESTINED 70 G0OD,

‘For of him, and through him, and to him, are all
things: to whom be glory forever. Rom, xi - 86.

Can human language more fully state the soblime
* truth of God's universal triumph over gin and death
in brefer terms, than it is here declared? As truly
ag all souls came from God, and exist by him, they
shall go to him. For it 1s of humanbeings shat the
great apostle is here speaking. Having reached the
conelnsion of universal salvation, what wonder that
he said:

O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! how unsearchable zre his
judgments, and his ways past finding out! For who
hath known the mind of the Lord? or who haibh
been his counsellor? Or who hath first given to
him, and it shall be recompensed unto him agsin?
Rom, zi: 38 —35.

And then he closes with that grand epltome: OF
HiM, THROUGH HIM, AND TO I:IIM ARE ALL TH‘INGAS.V

O Thou whose power o’er moving worlds presides, . '
Whoee voice created and whose wisdom guides; . . . .
Or darkling man in pure effulgence shing,
And clear the clouded mind with ligh divine.

Tis Thine alone to calm the picus brenst,



98 THE PEOPLE WERE ASTONISHED,

With silent conﬂdence and holy reat,
From Thee slone we apring, to Thee we tend,
PATH, MOTIVE, GUIDE, ORIGIRAL AND END)

‘ What wonder that, on hearing this great gruth
for the first time,

THE PEOPLE WERE ASTONISHED.

The common people were astonished at his doe-
trine of the resurrection of all souls to holiness.
They were familiar with the idea of annihilation,
and of endless punishment, but universal salvation
was new to them, No other news could have aston-
ishe d them. “ They were astonished at his doctrine.”
Mozr. wxii: 33. Had he tanght annihilation in this
argurhent concerning the resurrection, he would not
have astonished the Sadducees,. had he taught end-
less punishment he wouald net have astonished the
Pharisees and Pagans. But unlversal salvation
astonished all because new to all. He taught the
resurrection of all mankind to an equahty with t.he
angels

UNIVERSAL PARDON AND OBEDI- :
IENCE,

I will put my law in their inward parts, and write
it in their hearts; and I will be their God and they
shall be my people. And they shall teach no more
every man his nel%hbm , and every man hils brother,
gaying, know the Lord; for they shall all know me.

—*whom to know is life eternal *—from the least
to the greatest of thetn, saith the Lord, for I will
forglve their 1niqu1tigs, and I will remember theix
sins no more. JJer.wrxi: 83,34, For all [the house
of Israel] shall know me, “from the least to the
greatest, Heb, »iti s 11, Because the ereature itself
alse shall be delivered from the bondage of corrup-
tion, into” the” glorious liberty of the children of
God,  Rom. viii: 21



CHRIST CANCELS ADAM. 9%

CHRIST CANCELS ADAXM.
-Christ’s labors caneel Adam’s influence,

Therefore as by the offence
of one, judgment came Upon Al
men to condembition,

Bui where sin abounded,

Ap gin hath relgned wnto
death gn b

Agin Adam all die

JForaaby one man’s disobe-
dience many were made sinners,

Here observe:

even 50 by the righteons.
ness of one, the fres gift. cama
upon all men unto jussification

of life, Rom. v: 18,

grace «id much more abound.

" Rom. v; 20,

even 80 might grace reigm.
through  righteonsness  unboe
eternal life, by Jesus Christ onr
Lord. Rom. v: 21,

even 8o i Christ shall all be
m.de alive. I Cor. mu: B2,

80 by the obedience of one
shall'many be made righteous.”
Rom. u: 19,

1. All mankind are to be made alive.
2. They are to live *in Christ.”

8. They are therefore

to he new creatures, for

“if any man be in Christ he is a new creature.” If

Cor, v 17,

4, They wear the heavenly image.
B, Grace reigns wherever sin has borne sway.

6. The exact number

“made sinners,” namely,

all men, are “made righteous” :

This is -

A HEALTHFUL DOCTRINE.

A belief in universa} salvation exerts a good moral

inflnence, :

For the grace of God that bringeth salvation to

all men hath appeared teaching us that denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live so-
berly, righteously and godly in this present world.
Titns #4711, 12, L

- 'fhis is the true reading. God's grace hath not
appeared fo all men, but it bringeth salation to

all,



P 109 " NO MORE SORROW.

s ' NO MORE SORROW,
i The Lord God will wipe away tears from off all
faces. Isa.mxv. 8,
Can there be a hell full of agony and wo? Must
not heaven, then, be universal?

UNIVERSNAL OBEDIENCE PROPHE-
SIED,

o All the ends of the world shall remember and
i turn unte the Lord, and all the kindreds of*the
i nations shall worship before thee, TForthe kingdom
e is the Lord’s, and he is the governor among the na-

S tions, Psalms wwii: 27, 28, All kings shall fall

i dewn before himyall nations shall gerve him,all
men shall be blesgsed In him: all nations shall eall
him blessed, Psadn lwid: 11, 17, All nations

L whom theuhast made shall come and worship be-

s fore thes, O Lord,and shall glorify thy nanie. Psalm

Irwevi: 9. The glory of the Lord shall be revealed,

and all flesh shall see it together; for the mouth of

the Lord hath spoken ift. fsd.zl: &,
When all the ends of the world turn to God and
worship, then will be untversal obedience.

THE UNIVERSAL PROFITIATION.

And if any man sin, we have anadvocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and he is the
| propitiation for our sins: and not for ourg only, but
i slso for the sins of the whole world, I Jokn ¢ 1,2,

Have the sing of the whole world been propitiated?
‘ ! If so, can payment be asked again? Chrizt has done
[ | for all what he hag done for any. The fute of each,
oo 8o far as Christ is8 concerned. must be the fate of
all,

i
1\ THEIR WORES FOLLOW THEM.

And T heard a volce from heaven, saying unto me,
write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord
from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they
may rest from their labers; and their works do fol-
low them. ZRev. 21v* 13,




THEIR WORKS FOLLOW THEM, 10

Not the belief, the faith, or the moral and epiritual
condition of the last moments of life iz here al-
luded to, but the works. That is, the works of the
apirit. These are love, joy, peace, long-suffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance,
Gl v 22,28, 'These follow the spirii into tle
other world, The Bible does not teach that the
works of the flesh follow the dead, These are adul-
tery, fornication, unclaanliness, lasclviousness, idol-
atry, witchera ft, hatred, variance. emulations, wraih,
strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunk-
enness, Tevelings, and such like, GHal v:19—21
Thege perish at the death of the body:

For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh)
dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with
me } but how to perform that which is good, 1 find
not, For the good that I would, I do not; but the
evil which I would not, that I do.. Nowif 1 do that
1 would not, it is no more I that do. it, but sin that
dwelleth in me, I find then a law, that when 1
would do good, evilis present with me, For I de-
light in the law of God, after the inward man: but
I see another law in my wembers warring against
the law of my mind, and bringing me Into captiv-
ity to the law of sin which iz in my tembers. O
wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from
. the body of this death? Rom. vii,; 18 —24,

This explains Paul’s words:

For he that soweth to the flesh shall of the flesh
{not of the spivit) reap corruption, Galwi: 8,

'The works of the flesh perish with the flesh, but
the works of the sgpirit survive with the spirit.
All that is worthless dies.

Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the
day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by
fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what
gort it is. If any man’s work abide, which he hath
built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any

o




102 THE BUILDING OF G0D SURE,

man s work shall be burned, he shall enffer Toss, bu'
h;a hir:nsellf'5 shall he saved, yet so as by fire. I Cor
$ii: 13156, :

THE BUILDING OF G0D SURE.

¥or we know that, if our earthly house of thir
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building o
Gtod, a house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens, II Cor.v. 1.

Did the reader gver reflect that the apostle could
0ot say “ we know” that we have an eternal mansion,
if its acguisition depended on man’s efforts, or if
any possible act of hig could forfeit it? He might
hope for 1%, but it would not be certain, His cer-
tainty demonstrates that the title rests not on
man’s eondict, which might forfeit it, but on God's
absolute purpose, Every Christian can say “we
know,” because God in his house of many mansions
has reserved one tenement for each immeortal tenant,
and at some time in the far future each son and
danghter of God willfind and oeeupy his predestined
home, We can only read our title clear, and say
with Paul “ WE xxow,” when we teel that we ¢an
neither earn nor forfeit that title, but that our
cecupancy (epends on one whose purpose cannod
fail, ; -

QGOD HATES SIN,

Sin i the abominable thing that his soul hateth,
He could not, therefore, so stultify himself as to
build an eternal hell, and perpetuate sin, Buf he
loves the sinner, He will, therefore, destroy the
ginner’s foes, all his enemies, even the last, —

The last enemy shall be destroyed, death. I Cor
a0 28,

) GOD ALL IN ALL.
~ And when all things shall be subdued unte him
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. GOD'S GLORY, . 103

then shall the son also himself be'subject unto him

- that put all thinga under him, that God may be ail

inall, T Cor.zu: 28, ]
When he is ¢l én ¢l can the devil be in any ?

And what is the exceeding greatness of his power
t0 us ward who helieve, according to the working of
hia mighty power, which he wrought in Christ when
ke raiged him from the dead, and set him at his own
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all
principality, and power, and might, and dominion,
and every name that is named, not only in this
world, but also in that which is to come: and hath
put all things under his feet, and gave him to be

" the head over all things to the church, which is

his body, the fulness of *him that filleth all in all
Bph.i:10—28, . 7
GOD'S GLORY.

God's glory ean only be promoted by the salvation
of all his children. Good music glorifles the musi-
¢ian, good machinery the machinist, 2 good farm
the farmer, good children a father, Success glovifies,
and defeat shames, God designs a holy rice. He
ean only be glorified by universal holiness. Hence
he saya; “ Whosd cffereth praise glorifieth me” Pa,
i; 2. And the “honor and the power and the
glory” can only helong to him when his efforts to
redeem all shall igsue in the redemption of all,

GO0 A UNIVERSAL SAVIOR,

Every soul is under perpetual obligations to re-
gard God ag hispersonal Savior. Then the doctrine
must be true. God must be the final personal Savioer
of all, or those of whom he is not the Savior are
smmanded to believe a lie, but because he is, those
#ho do not beliave make God a liar, by thelr un-
belief.

He that. beHeveth not God hath made him a liar,
because he balieveth not the rvecerd that God gave



04 WHY PAUL WAS PERSECUTED,

of hizs Son, And this is the record, that God has
give% us eternal dife; and this Wfe 4 inhis Son. TJohn
10,11,

That is the divine plan, and all the meaps have
been adopted to insnre success, In theDivine mind
the future is the present, what is to be,#s. Thus

God 7s the Savior of all men, This was

WHY PAUL WAS PERSECUTED,

Tt was for preaching Universal Salvation. He
BAYS: )

For therefore we both labor and suffer reproach,
becanse we trust in the living God who is the Savior
of all men eapecially of those that believe., I Tim.
sl -

Paul does not clalm that he was persecuted for
teaching that God had made it possible for all to be
saved, but for declaring that God is. actually the
Bavior of all men. IIad he ineuleated the Methodisl
or Presbyterian scheme of partial salvation, he
would have agreed, substantislly, with the heathen
and the Jews, They believed in a partial God who
would save but a part. Had the apostles taught
only that, they would not have been reproached.
But believing in the salvation of all, they were
persecuted. Had they been partialists as were the
Jews and the heathen would they have bheen perse-
outed for teaching that Glod is the universal Savior?
Can God be the Savior of those he does not save?
It any one is lost, is God the Savior of all men? Is
he in any sense the Saviorrof unbelievers? He is
not the especial Savior of believers, unless he is
the actual Savior of all. Paul suffered reproach for
ne other reason than for teaching that God is a
nniversal Savior.

ALL ARE TO BE RIGHTEOUS.

All wili confess righteousness;
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Unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue
shall swear, surely shall say, in the Lord have I
righteousness and strength, Isawiv: M.

Phis confesses the Lordship of Jesus,

‘Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him and

-given him a name which isabove every name ;that at

the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under
the earth; and that every tongue ghould confesss
that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the
Father., Phil. #9811,

This is not corapelled, hut voluntary,

No man ¢an say that Jesus is the Lord but by the
Holy Ghost, I Cer.zd: 3. ’

Hence, the atiractions of the cross will ‘win the
loving allegiance of all souls, at the last, :

And I, if I be lifted np from the earth, will draw
all men unto me. John wiis 32, )

This condition is now fulfilled, he has heen cru-
cified, the conclusion follows in due time,

Then ecometh the end, when he shall have deliv-
ered up the kingdom to God even the Father, when
he shall have put down all rule and all anthority,
and power. For he must reign till he hath put all
enemies uader Lis feet., The last enemy that shall
be destroyed is death, For he hath put all things
under his feet, But when he saith all things are
put ander him, it is manifest that he is excepted
which did put -8l things under him. And when
all things shali he subdued unto him, then shall the
Son also himself be subject unto him that put all
thing%f ugger him, that God may be all in all. I Cor.
v 34 —28,

THE FINAL CONSUMMATION.
The apostle describes the “far-off divine event
to which: the whole ereation movesg,” thus: .

For this is the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord;
T will put my laws into thelr mind, and write them



106 THE FINAL CONEUMMATION.

in their hearts; and I will be to them a God and
they shall be fo me a people: and they shall not
teach every man his nelghbor, and every man his
brother, saying, know the Lorgl; for all shall know
me, from the least to the greatest. For I will be
mereiful to their unrighteousness,and their sing and
iniquities will I remember no more. Heb, vidd: 10—12,
And the Apocalyptic seer saw all men happy
when he beheld the final consummation:
" Every creature whichis in heaven and on the earth
and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and
all that are in them, heard I saying, blessing, and
honor, and glory, and power be unto him that sitteth
Ok the throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever.
Rev. v 13. And I heard a great voice out of heaven
saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God iz with men,
and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his
people, and God hiwnself shall he with them, and he
their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow nor crying, nelther shall there be any more
pain: for the former things are passed away. Reo,
zxt . 3—4 ’

.

We have thus indionted the chief passages that
teach the doctrine of universal salvation. We have
not qooted all of them, nor have we guoted that
spirit which is without measure, and which can not
be reduced to chapter and verse, which pervades the
Bible—the divine aromsa that sweetens and per-
fumes the Book of books. Thelove and character
. of God, and the life and spirit of Christ are forever
at war with the idea of endless hate and ceaseless
torment, and breathe that hely spirit that will have
nething less than universal reconciliation to God,
universal holiness among men. The few passages
we have queted unmistakably teach the gieat truth
incuicated by all God’s attributes, and that was the
‘vital breath of him who came to do God's will
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aniong men, and who suecessfully accomplisaed his
great mission, in reconciling universal humanity to
its God and Father. When God's plans shall have
besn completed, .
Then THE END, beneath Lia rod
Man's last enemy shall fall;
" Hallelujsh!  Christ in God,
God in Christ 1 ALL IN ALL,





