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aus Make History Again !!!

* 1497-J d 9·12e,0**
A 50th Anniversary Conference

Celebrating the Birth and Growth of

M®WO®#m® M®Ow@F#®011©1
Oct 30-31, 2009 Hotel Syracuse Syracuse, NY

80111
1_./9/.1¢

Supported by the
St Lawrence District, UUA, and

NYS Convention of Universalists

Syracuser N. Y. Dedicated 1907.

Brick end stone. Value $60,000.00. A

monument to the faith, persistence and
ability -of the pastor, Rev. Frederick W.

.Betts, D. D.
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MEETING OF THE NEW YORK STATE CONVENTION

OF UNIVERSALISTS A•>4i

First Universalist Society of 1Syracuse,» 1907 =W &*Cksji_



Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations
© 4 UNE F**

te) 25 Beacon Street Boston, Massachusett:s 02108

(617) 742-2100 FAX: (617) 367-3237

http://www.uua.org

October 30,2009

Dear Friends in the St. Lawrence District,

Thank you for celebrating and commemorating·the fiftieth anniversary of the vote to
consalidate the Universalist and Unitarian movements. Half a century after deciding
to merge is a natural time for all Unitarian Universalists to take stock, to see
ourselves in historical context.

It took courage for Universalists and Unitarians to vote for a merger. It meant letting
go of what was familiar and comfortable. It meant creating more than a new
organization; voting to merge was a commitment to create a new identity. Their
decision was an affirmation of new possibility.

The work of living into those possibilities remains today. As we prepare to begin our
second fifty years, new possibilities call to us. New challenges confront us. America is
in the midst of a historic demographic change. The future is a multi-cultural, multi-
racial, multi-ethnic future. If we are to thrive, if our saving message of inclusion,
compassion, community, justice and sustainability are going to transform lives and
change the world, we must be like the forebears we honor. We must take risks. We
must embrace the possibilities of the future. We must leave behind that which no
longer serves us.

Let us join in celebrating the past. And let us always remember that the best way to
honor our heroines and heroes is to emulate them. The world cries out for

acceptance, for love, for depth, for commitment. Let us join together to make real
the promise inherent in the joining of our two faith traditions. Let us celebrate our
history even as we seize a new historic opportunity.

Faithfully,

Peter Morales

President

Affirming the Worth and Dignity of All People
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