
Minden, Montgomery Co. NY

State of New York

Montgomery County
Whereas according to an act of the Legislature of the State of New York represented in
Senate & Assembly providing for the incorporation of Religious Societies passed April fifth

eighteen hundred and thirteen, the members of the first Universalist Society in Minden met
at the School House in the village of Fort Plain on the sixth day of April in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-three pursuant to public notice duly given

according to said act for the purpose of electing Trustees for said society & one clerk & a
treasurer[.] [A]t the said meeting Henry Cook & Solomon Sanders Jum. two of the members
present were nominated and duly elected by a majority of the members present to preside at
said election, & being so organized to preside in pursuance of said act proceeded to elect five
Trustees, one Clerk & one Treasurer for the purpose of taking charge of the estate &
property belonging to said Society & to transact all affairs relative to the temporalities

thereof. We the subscribers do by these presents certify that Jacob Hand, Daniel Gros,
John Lighthall, Henry I. Moyer & Henry Cook were duly elected Trustees of said Society, and
Solomon Sanders Junr. was duly elected Clerk of said Society and Jacob Hand Treasurer of
said Society, and that the Trustees, Clerk & Treasurer of said Society & successors forever
shall as a body corporate be called, distinguished & known by the name, style & title of the
First Universalist Society in Minden in the county of Montgomery. In witness whereof we the
said Henry Cook & Solomon Sanders Junr. have set our hands & seals the day & year last
above written.

(Signed) In the presence of John Krake

He/wy Coole (L.S.)
SoiolneSa/uieryju,nr. (L.S.)

State of New York

Montgomery County SS.

On the 29th day of January 1834 personally appeared before me Abraham Morrell, First
Judge of Montgomery County Courts, John Krake[,] personally known to me[,1 who being by
me sworn in due form of law, upon his oath says that he resides in the town of Minden in
said county & did so reside at the time of the execution of the within certificate, that he saw
the within named Henry Cook & Solomon Sanders, Junior[,] both personally known to him[,]
execute the within certificate as their voluntary act & deed for the uses & purposes therein
mentioned, & that he knows them the said Henry Cook & Solomon Sanders, Junior to be the
individuals mentioned & described in the within certificate & who executed the same, & that
he at the time of the execution of the said certificate signed his name thereto as a
subscribing witness. And I, the said Judge[,] being satisfied that the said John Krake is
such subscribing witness & being also satisfied of the truth of all the above matters, I allow
the same to be recorded.

Recorded 29th January 1834

Abrahaww MorrelL

First Judge of Montgomery County Courts

See; D. Fersfuseni Clerk

(Montgomery County) Record of Church Corporations, P. 123

Transcribed May 11, 2005 by Karen E. Dau, Rochester NY



Minden, Montgomery Co. NY

This indenture, made this 22d day of Sept. in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred seventy-six, Between John D. Wendell of Fort Plain, Mont. County, N.Y. of the first
part and Prudence L. Wagner[,] wife of George H. Wagner of the town of Minden,
Montgomery County N.Y. of the second part,

Witnesseth, that the said party of the first part, in consideration of the sum of one dollar in
pursuance of a deed of trust from her husband to said Wendell[,] to him in hand paid by the
said party of the second part, the receipt whereof is hereby confessed and acknowledged,
has bargained, sold, remised, and Quit-claimed and By these Presents does bargain, sell,
remise and Quit-claim unto the said party of the second part and to her heirs and assigns
forever, All that tract or parcel of land situate in the town of Minden, Montgomery County
N.Y. lying in the village of Fords Bush on the west -side of the highway, bounded as follows:

Northerly by the lands now owned by Felix Wagner[,] Easterly by the public highway,
Southerly by the lands of William Ehle, Westerly by the lands of James N. Cronkhite, and

being the same premises this day conveyed to the party of the first part in trust to convey to
the wife of George H. Wagner[,] the party of the second part, Together with all and singular
the hereditaments and appurtenances thereto belonging or in anywise appertaining, and the
reversion and reversions, remainder and remainders unto, issues and profits thereof and all
the estate, right, titles, interest, claim and demand whatsoever of the said part of the first
part, either in law or equity, of in and to the above bargained provisions, with the said

hereditaments, To Have and to Hold the said premises to the said party of the second part[,]
her heirs and assigns, to the sole and only proper benefit and behoof of the said party of the
second part, her heirs and assigns forever.

In Witness Whereof, the party of the first part has hereunto set his hand and seal the day
and year first above mentioned.

State of New York

County of Montgomery

Joh* 9. WendeU, [L.S.1

On this 22d day of September in the year one thousand eight hundred and seventy-six
before me the subscriber personally came John D. Wendell[,1 to me known to be the person
described in and who executed the within instrument and acknowledged that he executed
the same.

A. Murray
Justice of the Peace

Recorded January 2d, 1877 at 10 hours A.M.

W. N. JO*Wl*eni Clerk

Montgomery County Deeds, Liber 95, p.576-7

Transcribed May 6,2005 by Karen E. Dau, Rochester NY



Minden, Montgomery Co. NY

This indenture, made the 151h day of January in the year one thousand nine hundred and
eight between Prudence L. Wagner of the City of Albany, N.Y. of the first part, and Peter
Miller[,] whose post office address is Fort Plain, N.Y. of the second part,

Witnesseth that the said party of the first part, in consideration of Twenly-Five Dollars
($25.00) lawful money of the United States, paid by the party of the second part, does
hereby grant and release unto the said party of the second part, his heirs and assigns,
forever, All that tract or parcel of land situate in the town of Minden[,] County of
Montgomery and State of New York lying in the village of Fords Bush on the west side of the
highway bounded northerly by lands in possession of Wilford Casler[,] easterly by the public
highway, southerly by lands of Clark Cotton and westerly by lands owned by James H.
Cronkhite at the time of his death[,] and being the same premises conveyed to the party of
the first part by John D. Wendell by Quit claim deed dated Sept. 22, 1876 and recorded in
Montgomery County Clerk's office Jan. 2, 1877 in Book 95 of deeds page 576.

Together with the appurtenances and all the estates and rights of the said party of the first
part in and to said premises, To have and to hold, the above granted premises unto the said
party of the second part, his heirs and assigns forever. And the said Prudence L. Wagner
does covenant with the said party of the second part as follows: That the said Prudence L.
Wagner will forever warrant the title to said premises.

In Witness Whereof the said party of the first part has hereunto set her hand and seal the
day and year first above written.

State of New York

County of Albany

Pruder,£8 L. Wqvier [L.S. 1

On this 20th day of January in the year one thousand nine hundred and eight before me, the
subscriber, personally appeared Prudence L. Wagner[,] to me personally known to be the
same person described in and who executed the foregoing instrument, and she
acknowledged to me that she executed the same.

Lucy K. Bucha,na*
Com. of Deeds, Albany N.Y.

[The identily and authority of Lucy H. Buchanan were verified on 20 Jan 1908 by John
Franey, clerk of Montgomery Co.]

Recorded on the 24 day of January 1908 at 4:10 P.M.

Montgomery County Deeds, Liber 157, p.294

Transcribed May 6,2005 by Karen E. Dau, Rochester NY

H. Wag,ner, clerk



Minden, Montgomery CO. NY

This indent:ure, made the eleventh day of April in the year one thousand nine hundred and
ten between Peter Miller and Katharine J. Miller his wife of the first part, and George D.
Cronkhite, George P. Bellinger and Isaac Zoller as Trustees of the Second Universalist Parish
of the Town of Minden, N.Y. of the second part,

Witnessseth, that said parties of the first part, in consideration of one dollar ($1.00) lawful
money of the United States, paid by the parties of the second part, do hereby remise, release
and forever quit-claim unto the parties of the second part, their successors, heirs and
assigns forever, all that Tract or Parcel of Land, situate in the Town of Minden, County of
Montgomery, and State of New York, lying in the village of Fords Bush on the west side of
the highway; bounded northerly by lands in the possession of Welford Casler; easterly by the
public highway; southerly by lands of Clark Potter; and westerly by lands of which James H.
Cronkhite died seized; and being the same premises conveyed to said Peter Miller by
Prudence L. Wagner by Warranty Deed dated January 5th 1908 and recorded·in Montgomery
County Clerk's office January 24, 1908 in Book 157 of Deeds at page 294. This lot is to be
used in connection with and as part of the parsonage lot of said church parish, and is not to
be sold off from the same or separated therefrom,' or used except as part thereof; and no
building shall ever be erected thereon except as is consistent with the proper use of. a church
parsonage lot,

Together with the appurtenances and all the estate and rights of the parties of the first part
in and to said premises,· To have and to hold, the above granted[,] bargained and described

premises unto the said parties of the second part, their successors and assigns forever.

In Witness Whereof the said parties of the first part have hereunto set their hands and seals
the day and year first above written,
In the Presence of J. L. Moore

Peter MLUer [L.S.1
KatharC¥,bJ. M LU€r[L.s.]

State of New York

County of Montgomery
On this 11th day of April in the year one thousand nine hundred and ten before me, the
subscriber, personally appeared Peter Miller and Katharine J. Miller his wife, to me
personally known to be the same persons described. in and who executed "the foregoing
instrument and they severally acknowledged to me that they executed the same.

Jowi*v L. Moore
Montgomery County Judge

Recorded on the 19th day of April 1910 at 8:55 o'clock A.M.

Montgomery County Deeds, Liber 162, p.522

Transcribed May 6,2005 by Karen E. Dau, Rochester NY

H. Wagfter, clerk



' Rev. Warren B. Lovejoy,
6 Washington Street,
Fort Plain, M. Y.

February 27, 1947.

Dear Rev. Lovejoy:

I have you* letter of the 25th innt. Our re-
records indicate that the Second Universalist Parish of the
Tem of Minden, N. Y., in the spring of 1942 had a deposit of
$1,441.76 in the National Bank at Fort Plain, r.'hich represented
or was Imorm as tile Peter Miller Fund. This was turned over to tb
Convention as n Trust'Fund for the Church of the Messiah at Fort
Plains and with the addition of what I imagine is interest, was
so recorded on the Convention's books as $1448.97 on June 16,
1942. There cre two other small amounts also shown, to-wit,
83.25 on March 22 1943 " From sale of oldrmetal 0 Minden
Church", and $50.60 on June 30, 1944 as "Sale old Pat'gonage",
which our files indicate was the Parsonage at Minden. This makes
a total of *1502.22 from original sources in answer to your
first question.

.

I have what purports to be an uncertified ®opy
of the Will cf one Peter Miller. From this it seems that the
Second Universalist Parish of the Town of Minden r.as named as a
legatee. You probably have access to a copy of this will. but
I refer you to the Fifth paragraph which sets up a $1006ZrS the
Minden Parish With E-3-6Kn I. Zeller of Little Falls as Trustee.
I believe Zoller was or is an attorney. Anyway on his death the
Trust was to end and the Parish was to have the principal of the
Trust itself. I have nothing to shaw what the actual situation
was. Also in the Ele¥enth paragraph of the will 01000 was left
outright to the Minden Parish, after the death of the Testatom
widow, Catherine Miller. Neither of these bequests mentionedthe
Ladies Aid Society ofthe Minden Parish. In this same paragraph
however I notice two more $1000 trusts to Zoller the sams as
above mentioned, one to the Parish itself and the other to the
Parish but to be expended under the direction of the Ladies Aid.

I have no other information about the Peter
Miller estate, and suggest that you check the Will yourself. You
could see it in the Surrogates Office if a copy is not handy.

%1

I trust the fBregoing will be of help.
Very truly yours,

Donald W. Beebe,
Treasurer.
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Music at the Service

MRS. ANN FAILING CRONKHITE, Organist

KENNETH G. BAUMGARTNER, Director

6***

Choir

LEWIS BIRK

JULIUS FAILING  '

WALTER FOX

GLEN LUMLEY '

DONALD.NEACH

GRACE SMITH

HAROLD TIMMERMAN

IRVING VAN ALSTYNE

****

GAIL ACHENBACH

SHEILA DESMOND

ANITAKING

JOYCE TIMMERMAN

HAROLD CRONKHITE

ROGER CRONKHITE

ALAN. DIEFENDORF

JAMES LONGALE

Music at the Reception
MRS. WILLIAM VAN WIE, Pianist

****

The Committee

MR. and MRS. VICTOR DIEFENDORF

MR. and MRS. HARRY BAUDER

MR..and MRS.'CLARENCE DUGGLEBY

MR. and MRS. DONALD NEACH

MR. and MRS. GEORGE CRONKHITE

MR. and MRS, ROGER CRONKHITE
,

MRS. GRACE SMITH

MRS. ANNA M. AYERS, Honorary
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Church of the Messiah

Universalist

Fort Plain, New York

81)I'

Service of Installation ,
of the

Reverend Lyman Achenbach
Minister

Monday Evening, April 25th, 1949
8:00 o'Clock
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Order of Service

PRELUDE

INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER-

Rev. Howard B. Gilman

St. Paul's Universalist Church, Little Falls

HYMN No.-30

RESPONSIVE READING (Congregation Standing)
4 1

We are gathered together to give voice again to the

vision that has glorified human· association throughout the
- ages. We aspire to love justice, to long for the right, .

To love mercy, to assist the weak, to pity suffering, to

forget wrongs and remember benefits.

To love the truth, to be sincere, to utter honest words,

To love liberty, to wage relentless war against all
slaveries,

a .
To make this earth a happy home for all mankind,

To love the beautiful in art, in nature, to cultivate the

mind,

To be familiar with' the mighty thoughts that genius
has expressed, the noble deeds of all the world,

0 cultivate courage and cheerfulness, to make othprs
happy,

To fill life with the splendor of generous acts, the

warmth of loving Words,

To discard error, to destroy prejudice, to receive new
truths with gladness,

To cultivate hope, to see the calm beyond the storm, the
dawn before the night, to do the best that can be done.

This is the way of truth, this satisfies the mind and'heart.

-Robert G. Ingersoll

ASCRIPTION ( Congregation Standing)

SCRIPTURE READING-

Rev. John S. MacPhee

Church of the Reconciliation, Utica

Choir

1*

BARITONE SOLO

Kenneth G. Baumgartner

SERMON-"The Basic Needs of Man"
r

Rev. Ellsworth C. Reamon, D. D.

Betts Memorial Universalist Church, Syracuse'

THE ACT OF INSTALLATION-

Mr. Clarence Duggleby

Chairman, Board of Management.
'

Address to the Minister-elect·.

The Installation and Pledge--

We, the congregation of the Church of the Messiah in
Fort Plain, do hereby install you as minister of this church.
On our part ·¥re solemnly pledge ourselves, so far as in us
lieth, to walk with you in unity of spirit, in the bond of
peace, and in all the ways of God, known or to be made
known to us. '

The Minister's Response

THE PRAYER OF INSTALLATION-
I ,

Rev. Fred C. Leining, D. D.

Superintendent, New York Universalist Convention

ANTHEM The Choir

THE CHARGE TO THE MINISTER-

Rev. Fred-C. Leining; D. D.

THE WELCOME TO THE CENTRAL MOHAWK VALLEY

ASSOCIATION-

Rev. Clinton A. Moulton

First Universalist Church, Dolgeville

THE WELCOME TO THE COMMUNITY- ·

Rev. Herbert H. Mahl

, St. Paurs Lutheran Church, Fort Plain

HYMN No. 72-"A Mighty Fortress Is Our God"

BENEDICTION-Rev. Lyman Achenbach

POSTLUDE

Luther

The congregation is invited to attend the reception to Mr. and Mrs.
Achenbach in the social room following this service.



Date sent:

From:

To:

Copies to:
Subject:

Tue, 11 Feb 97 16:56 EST

Frank Helman <FHELMAN+aWCAG%WALTER_CONSTON_ALEXANDER_&_
SCOTT <scott@cs.rochester.edu>

JILL CARTER <gillian@oaa.admin.nyu.edu>
It never rains but it pours -Reply

It may be took late for us to do anything in Fort Plain. The law

relating to dissolutions is different from that on mergers.

In a dissolution proceeding, a petition is presented to the court
having jurisdiction, listing the assets of the congregation and
the proposed disposition thereof; if the court approves the
petition, that is the end of it. No notice to or approval of the
"governing religious body" is required.

In a merger (which is referred to in the statute as a
"consolidation"), on the other hand, each church involved must
separately present a petition to the court and obtain the consent
of its "governing religious body," if any. Thus we can block a

consolidation but not a dissolution.

Yet another provision of law dealing with "property of extinct
churches" allows a "governing religious body" to declare a church
over which it has jurisdiction extinct if the church has either
(a) failed for two consecutive years next prior thereto to
maintain religious service according to the discipline, customs
and usages of such governing body, or (b) has had less than
thirteen members paying annual pew rent or making annual
contributions towards its support. The governing religious body
may take over all the property of the extinct congregation and
either manage it or dispose of it and apply the proceeds to its
stated purposes. In the case of a congregation that is "hanging
on by the skin of its teeth," for example, the Convention could
take title to the property but allow the congregation to continue
to use it. If the congregation folds, the Convention already has
title to the property; if the congregation revives, the
Convention has the option of giving the property back.

What it boils down to is this: since it cannot be predicted in
advance if a congregation will dissolve or consolidate, the only
way we can preserve our options is to take a more proactive role
by actively monitoring the activities of our member congregations
-- especially the weak sisters -- so that we will be in a
position to declare them extinct and take over their property, if
we so choose, before they decide to dissolve.

I will check to see if there are any reported decisions dealing
with the Bristol or Herkimer (or other) churches.

Regards, Frank.



FORM 588 N. Y. DEED-Covenant Against Grantor (FROM A CORPORATION) TUTBLANX REGJSTERED U.S.PATOFFICE

Tuttle Law'Print.Publishers.Ruttand,Vi.
With Lien Covenant (Laws of 1917, Chap. 681, Statutory Form OC)

*Made the. Et ext;13 of - 2 \. . Nineteen Hundred end

Fifty-one,

, fStljff NEW YORK STATE 'CONVENTION -OF..UNIVERSALISTS,

a °°rporation 'organized' z#nder the Zaws of New. York·State, having an office

at  373 Argonne Drive, Kenmore, Erie County, New York,

pdrtu of the first part, GTAL

PAUL S. BOUCK, of Minden Montgomery County, New York,

parti of the second part;

2Si18*%1t{! t/ut.t the pa.rty . of the first pizrt, in consideration of

One and more dollars---- --. .. .---:-(81 and*r DoZZ=r s)
*#gtxxixx*xxx*xx; lawful money of tile United States, '' 2

paid by· the partY of the) second part,

do« hereby frent end reZease zonto th<,party . of the second part, ._liia

distributees .- end assigna forever,. all *HAT CERTAIN PIECE OR PARCEL
OF LAND being in the Town of Minden, Coddty of Montgomery, State of
New York and bdunded as follows:

Commencing at the Northwest corner o f the church lot in
the center of the public highway leading past said church and running
thence aong said' church lot South 690 30' East 4,365/100 cha6s
North: 17 15' East 3 71/100 chains to a stake; thence North 69 30'
West 43.5/100 chains to center of aforesaid highway, thencetalong
center of highway South 170 15' West 3 71/100 chains to the place-
of beginning, containing on* and,ane-half acres of land, the same
being more or les6. And the said party of the second part hereby
agrees to build and keep .in.repair the. fences on the North and East a

- · -sides of said lot. .. ' · - c -- +

The above-described premises being the same premises con4
veyed by John H. Keller and wife to Abram Devendorf and'others, as
trustees of the Second Universalist Socidty at For'dls 'Bush, dated
November 2,1868 aild recorded in the Mort gomery County.Clerk' s Office,
on.June 7, 1869 in Book 84 'Of Deed#' at page ·505.

--

Also conveying hereby the so-called Universalist Church
lot lying immediately south of the above-described premises and
north o f the property now owned by the party of the second pa'rt and
occupied by him'as his residence.

1



· 'Also, ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF·:-LAND. situate in the
Town of-Minden, County of Montgomery and State- of New York,aying
in. the village of Fard's bush on the west side.of.the highway;
bounded northerly by' lands in possession ofr,Wilford Casler; .easterly
by the public highway; southerly by lands of'Clark Cotten; djnd. , .
westerly by lands of which James H. C'tonkhite ·died seized; and beingj
·the same premises conveyed to said Peter Miller by Prudence L.Wagner
by warranty deed- dated January 15 1908,,a*d recorded in:Montgomery,

. County Clerkis o#fice, January 24, 1908, in<Bdok 157 of deeds at 1'.
,.1 Page 294.

The last above deactibe'd premises.being the same·premises
conveyed by Peter Miller and wife to GeorgeS·,D:.Cronkhite andEdthers ]
as Trustees of the Second Universalist Parish:rof the. Town .of..Minden.'1.0.6.,
dated April 1lth,·1910, and recorded in theMontgomery County ' . 5 K "
Clerk's Office -on April 19, '1910.

4

· This deed is executed,and deliver:ed by the partyl o f,·the- K'f:. 5:
first part herein without any previous applidation to any colirt· 8 -4
or judge thereof, pursuant to the provision*,tof Section 4-of.hchapter: [... VG
33 of the Laws of 1907. ,/C.' . . ..1...'.

I :.,

It is  intended by this deed that. the party of the first - 
; ' . part, as the governing religious body of all churches of the 1

Universalist denomination within:the bounds of the Staterof .New
York, conveys all its interests in and to the'' foregoing described
premises.

l



{E@Sft{Aff with, tke appzirtenances and att the. estkie End rights of the 1
party of the'#rst part in am,d to said premises,..'r.    '' '

(£31 lt&r 288D t# 11@lik the premises 'herein #mnted 16nto the part· ir-,/,· U
of the second part;' his distributees and..assifns forever. '. :

11 the·party of the ,#rst part edvenants that it has not done'/T- 4:E
or. sufered anythinf whereby the said premises·have .been'.incumbered in . any '..

way whatever.

11 That the' grantor · . will receive the consideration for this conveyance :
a.nd zvilt hold the rif/1.t to receive su.ch, considebation as a. trust fund to be applied

,#rat for th. 3 pui'pose of pal/ing the cost of th.e improvement and .wiZZ apply the

sanze /27'st to the' paynient of the cost of the improvement before ukinf any part

of t#be total, of.th,e sam€ for any ot/ter purpose,

ZAN])restitre of

3 Y U-4
6. &,146
6.Ak kdd....
'r .

(SEAL)-

ATTEST: 3

Secretary. . '

1

1

3*'*itat@ 95»*f, 66
par* - 'of. the Brst part has etubsed' its

corporate beal to be herei*nto teixed, and

these presents to be ·. signed by ' its du.Zy

au,t/torized - ogfer 'the_ day.ji#nd year jff«
.-t above ·imritten.

NEW YORK STATE 'CONVENTION OF UNIyERBALISTS

4 *4Lf al XY@Uji
President.

L '747



".      'f

·1*ttite *f *19>u er*--:) »
Callittp ilf -ERIE '  .  SS··    I ,-
. .'CITY af ' BUFFALO.

rr4 kis.>21€, -     ,/.dav of ,' Arineteen #undte,d and i. i

Fifty-one, before me personeity came RALPH»'W.·STODDARD,

to', me AersonaZZy known, who, beinjf by me dzdy swornp. did depose and say that ' 1 ,·· '·f

he.resides in 92 E#st Girard Blvd.4,Kenmore, Ne,k·York;. that he is'" ],.....:

the Fresident bfNEW YORK STATE CONVENTION OF UNIVERSALISTS.,,:]. '.-r

the corporcition desoribed in, and whicli execitted, th.e ,dbove",·Instrument,· that.,he ,·' -

knows th.e Reat of said ebrporation; th.at the seat @*bed „ to said Instrument is · b .·. 9

such corporate sea>Z,· that it w(*s so cdixed by order bf, the Board 'Of, Directors r ' '

bf Said corporation; ' aii,d that« he signed name thereto by Uke order. 'i.
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Minden, Montgomery Co. NY

This indenture, made the eleventh day of April in the year one thousand nine.
hundred and ten between Peter Miller and Katharine J. Miller his wife of the first part,
and George D. Cronkhite, George P. Bellinger and Isaac Zoller as Trustees of the
Second Universalist Parish of the Town of Minden, N.Y. of the second part,

Witnessseth, that said parties of the first part, in consideration of one dollar
($1.00) lawful money of the United States, paid bythe parties of the second part, do
hereby remise, release and forever quit-claim unto the parties of the second part, their
successors, heirs and assigns forever, all that Tract or Parcel of Land, situate in the
Town of Minden, County of Montgomery, and State of New York, lying in the village of
Fords Bush on the west side of the highway; bounded northerly by lands in the
possession of Welford Casler; easterly by the public highway; 'southerly by lands of
Clark Potter; and westerly by lands of which James H. Cronkhite died seized; and
being the same premises conveyed to said Peter Miller by Prudence L. Wagner by
Warranty Deed dated January Sth 1908 and recorded in Montgomery County Clerk's
office January 24, 1908 in Book 157 of Deeds at page 294. This lot is to be used in
connection with and as part of the parsonage lot of said church parish, and is not to
be sold off from the same or separated therefrom, or used except as part thereof; and
no building shall ever be erected thereon except as is consistent with the proper use
of. a church parsonage lot,

Together with the appurtenances and all the estate' and rights of the parties of the
first part in and to said premises, To have and to hold, the above granted[,] bargained
and described premises unto the said parties of the second part, their successors and
assigns forever.

In Witness Whereof the said parties of the first part have hereunto set their hands
and seals the day and year first above written,

In the Presence of J. L. Moore

Peter Maler [L.S.]
KathariwieJ. Maler [L.S.1

State of New York

County of Montgomery
On this 11th day of April in the year one thousand nine hundred and ten before me,
the subscriber, personally appeared Peter Miller and Katharine J. Miller his wife, to
me personally known to be the ·same persons described in and who executed the
foregoing instrument and they severally acknowledged to me that they executed the
same.

Josepll, L. Moore
Montgomery County Judge

Recorded on the 196 day of April 1910 at 8:55 o'clock AM.

Montgomery County Deeds, Liber 162, p.522

Transcribed May 6,2005 by Karen E. Dau, Rochester NY

J

H. Wot**ler, clerk



ionary Diocese
of

New York
RO. BOX 188

Ft PLAIN' N.Y.

13339 83
To the Board of Trustees and Congregation of the Church of the Messiah, 
Universalist Church, Fort Plain, N.Y.

0

Greetings:

I am presenting this letter of intent in response to previous
meetings and dialogue relative to the transfer of the Church of the
Messiah to the Southern Episcopal Missionary Diocese of New York. The
purpose of transfer being the establishment of a diocesan center to
encompass the following:

One: St. Michael's Archangel Diocesan Center and Church 6f
the Messiah.

Two: The bioceses of New York Anglican Clinical Studies program.
Three: St. Michael's Societal University program, (a division of

Holy Trinity College and Seminary, Nashville, TN.)
Four: St. Lukes Family Counseling Outreach Program.

Five: Diocesan Education Program for the enhancement of the
Laity.

All of these programs are dependent upon the appropriate legal

transfer of the church property to the Southern Episcopal Diocese of
New York.

Whereas, the appropriate transfer of property being legally

instituted, the Southern Episcopal Diocese of New York'will insure and i,
protect tZ following for the benefit of the religious nurturing of the e
Universalist Church of the Messlah, Fort Plain, New York.

One: That the Universalist congregation will be entitled to the

inclusive use of the church property for all events that they may desire ·.
with respect to appropriate scheduling and that the Universallst will·
enjoy full antonymy of their religious ekpression without any interference
from the S.E.C.

Two : That the Universalist congregation will- retain .its present  il

tlme of weekly wor-"p of Su- lay rellglous services to be continued at



n o'clock a.m.

Three: That the Universallst congregatlon's present contract
h the Senior citizens center will be respected£andir-emain·.thessame

nen the church is transferred to the Southern Episcopal Diocese of
ew York.

Four: That all programming for St. Michaelts Diocesan center

be open to the inclusiveness of the Universalist Congregation.
Five: That all legal fees procurred relative to the transfer of church

property be assumed and paid for by the Southern Episcopal Diocese of New
York.

Six: That restoration and financial obligations of providing
the ongoing maintanence of the church property upon transfer be the sole
responsibility of the Southern Episcopal Dioce of New York.

Respec fullfmted/,
Dr. dney L. Von Packal
Dean Missionary Diocese
of ew York

0
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