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Note: Mr. S. E. Hitehcock was the author of the following article. It was prepared

HISTCRY OF THE BUTLDING OF THE ORIGINAL

UEIVERSALIST CHURCH IN THE VILLAGE OF CONESUS

by him in 1924, when this church was leased to the Conesus Community Church.

The idea of btuilding this church grew out of the death of my uncle, Gardner Amold,
in 1868 and his attempted bsquest of ten acres of land including a site for a new

Universalist Church, although the need for such a structure had long been evident.
‘According to the tems of his will, the church must be built on his own land and he

designated the site of the present Catholic Church. This lot was then occupied by a
large hotel, owned by Mr. McVicar, the father and grandfather of our present townsmen.
This hotel was burned, together with nearly all ths business part of the village, on
August 20, 1871, the fire originating from lightning. It was at once seen that this,
rather than the other, was the proper site for a church. . S

The Universalist pa.rish was organized in 1835 and a church erected at Crockets Corners .
in 1836. This served as a place of worship until the cne we now occupy was bailt, '
and some now living were among 11'.3 Sunday School puplls, myself included.

Cont.ra.ct for buildmg this c_hurch was let in the Fall of 1872 to a Mr. Wilkinson of
Honeoys Falls, WYork was started in the Spring of 1873 and the church was btuilt during
that summer. This basement was built from stones contributed and drawn hers by the
neighboring fammers, and I remember that some men with teams drew stones here during
most of the winter. Not enough were secured, however, and I lmow with what difficulty
the remaining loads were hauled here through the mud of the following spring before
farmsrs began their season?s work. I spent two Saturdays drawing stones here myself.
Scott McNinch came with a load also and he and I v:Ls:Lt.ed 80 1ong that we only made one
trip that afternoon.

Mr. Wilkinson was badly handicapped by lack' of help and the failure of the railroad
company to delivery his lumber, which came from Tonawanda, and it was so late when the _
church was cmnplet.ed that its dedica.tlon was deferred until the eleventh of the following

March 187k

The Bu:!.ld:mg Committee, whose members supervised the “mstmctwn, conzsisted of John Fo
‘Clark, Chaiyman, George F. Coe, Patrick McHinch, Ezra W. Clark, G. W. Durkee, and my
father, the latter also serving as Treasurer. ’I‘ha Chairman, John Fo Clark, owned and
operated the village mill. The others wers prominent citizens and farmers \«ihom S0me

. of you renember, My uncle, George F. Coe, drew the first load of stone and Daniel W.
. Trescote, the first load of lumber. The ccmt.ract price was $3,000, which did not include

the cost. of masonry: in the basement wall.

Tt was understood that the basement, having been built mostly by the.community, and
outside the building contract, should bs used for town purposes, and for several years
it was so used, the caucus elections, town meetings and lawsuits being held hersine
‘The lot on which the church stands was contributed and cost the parish nothing. The
sheds in the rear were built by individuals and are owned for the most part by thelr

decen:ient:s°
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 The- Tmst.ees of the. pansh vhen the church was bu:r.lt were Amos Do Coe, Isa.ac H..

. children,
- doctrine of brotherhoed as to: gather together this entlm ccmmum.ty and bescome a

Thoma.s, Albert H. Hunt, William F. Gra.y, Alonson’ B. Annis, who was also parish
clerk, and William H. Mills. I have in my poasessmn the original subscription
paper on which the money was pledged and I treasure it es an autograph record of
our resn.dent.s of i‘ifty years ago, only 't.wo of whom ‘ars now 1:w:mg° _

Unt:.l the last. few yeara, this church was used as- J.t was :.ntended to be used, for
proclaimng the doctrine of. Universalism, the ca.rdinal tenst of which is the .
universal fatherhood of God and the consequent universal brotherhood of all His

It would seem fitting, therefore, that it might herzafter so eitend that

church house for all thse. peOple. .
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| : Conesus  .... history .
Restating what I reported at the Board meeting .-—- e

1918 ~--- Last Universalist minister - a Mr. Hale.
No services.
1919=20 ~ Methodist church burned and Methodists used the
bullding.
1921 - Meeting of Unive rsalists suthorized their three trustees
to lease building to Community Chureh -~ which was
duly organlized and incorporated.
1924 - Lease renewed by trustees - and has continued.
1933 - Universalist church burned --- $2,000 insurance policy
pald to Universalists
1934 - Bullding rebuilt - Universalists put. the insurance money
_Anto the new bullading .--.about $4,000 raised in the
community. Men donated~labor: Community Church continued
: _ as tenant.
1945 - Congregational student from ~Colgate-Rochester Divinity
, School urged affilitation with Congregational denominatlon.
1945 = This was dones... Some 1ln the Community Church did not
' favor thils, prefering no denomination. Mr. Penning is
in this group. '

1948 - The socilety functiloning vote to change the name to Pilgrim
- - Congregational Ghurch-J, S s -
~ ‘Regular meeting of Universalist society was held August 9, 1924
. when trustees were elected --- and trustees were authorlzed to make
- the lease to the Community Church. _

The Pilgrim Congregational Soclety desires to have the title estab-
lished - and wlll pay to have it done. Mr. Penning, Universalist,
reminds them that. it 18 Universalist property. Thep new church was
bullt on Universallst walls and lande Pillgrim Congregational church
is now tenant « Community Church was not voted out of existence.

\
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RVANE | MESTING OF THE UNIVERSALISTS

DATE:  May 19, 195
CTDE: 8130 PuMe
PLACE: 1In Town Board Roam at:Conaéus\ |

FRESENT: Mrs. Glenn C. {Zdith) McNinch
: Mr. Gevrge Paxn ‘
Mrs. George (Sara Pem:'mg ' \
. . Hrs, Bthel Gray Pflis _
Mr. Join Alger
Mrs. Jehn {Grace) Alger
Mrs. Calis Hitcheock Willis
‘Mr. James Jackson. {non-wvoting)
Mrs. Jamés (Laura Hitcheock) Jackson .
Mr. George S. KcVicar .
X Mro Ho Ke Ht‘.Vicar .

Note: .As there are no mmmg meubers of. the Conesus Universalist Church this
group was made up of deacmdanta of i‘omar nmembers and others coxmected with
the churcho. ‘ : .

,,.

The meat.ing was called to-order by Hr. Czenrga Peming, she suwiving Trustee of the

~ Conesus Universalist Church.

By motion and vote, !,«!r., Jamss Je.ckm: was m&da Chmi.man of the meeﬁing ard Hro Ho Ko
HoVicar Clerke. _ .

¥r. Penning then explained in. greater detsil then was pcssibla in the previously posted
notices the purpose of the mesting — i.e., to decid.e on the transfer of the pz'esent
church propsriy, both real and persmalo ' . .

A% this time, the Clerk read the minutes of the last previous meeting of the Universsl-
© iats in 1921;.9 at which time it was woted to lease the church pmparty t6 the Conesms
Comnunity Chumh for a period of five years.

As a matter of gmexal interest, the Clerk then read a rapsy written by S. E. Hitcheock,
" which covered from ths time in 1868 wvhen the idss of tuilding the chnrch was oo~
ceived mntil its dedication in Mareh of 187[3, {copy attached). -

Ho Ko McVicar explainsd suggestiang f@r the transfer of the proparty made by Hro Donald
. Bsebe of Buffalo, an attorney x-epmsemhing ‘the Universalist New Tork State Conventien.

This was followed by c@nsiderable discussicm regarding the raxﬂ.ﬁcatima or tm plana

At the cloese of thia discussion, a mtion was mede that Mr. Ceorge Peaning be wﬁ;oﬂzsﬁ
o deed the church propsrty, both resl end persmnal, to the Conesus Commmity Church,
Inc., with a reverter clause in favor of the Universalist New York State Canvention,

in case the church shsuld bscome inackive as such. This motion was seconded and agreed
upon by nmsmimus 'wﬂ'.ee _ . '
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A gecond motion was mde as' follows: dinasmuch as the 1oga1ity of such a tranafer
was questionable, thet the Conesus Community Church, Inc., be given the alternative-
plan of having Mr. Penning dead the church propsrty to the Universalist New York

- .State Convention with a claugse that the Conesus Community Church, Inc., would have
sole and unrestricted use of the property as long as it was kept in reasonable

repair and operated by them as an active church. This motion was made and seconded

and passed by unandimous vote. . ;

The possibility of t.maing in the old organ frcm the. U’nlversalist Church toward the

new Hammond Organ just purchased by the Conesus Community Church was discussed.
Mollon was made, seconded and passed by unanimous vote that the old organ be used in

‘this manner.

After a rising vots of thanks to Mr. George Pem‘ling, for the work uhich he had done |
in preparation for this meoting, t.he mesting was a.djoumed at 11:30 P.M. _

\

H. X. MC VICAR
Clerk




